
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

Australian Museum science is freely accessible online at

www.aust ra l ianmuseum.net .au/publ icat ions /

6 College Street, Sydney NSW 2010, Austral ia

nature culture  discover

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM
SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS

Australian Museum science is freely accessible online at

www.aust ra l ianmuseum.net .au/publ icat ions /

6 College Street, Sydney NSW 2010, Austral ia

nature culture  discover

Musgrave, A., 1920. Obituary William Joseph Rainbow. Records of the 
Australian Museum 13(3): 87–92. [4 December 1920]. 

doi:10.3853/j.0067-1975.13.1920.858

ISSN 0067-1975

Published by the Australian Museum, Sydney



WILLIAM JOSEPH RAINBOW 

FltC>lI A RECffiXT PORTl\AIT. 

A. MUSGRAVE, Photo. 



OBITUARY. 

WILLIAM .J08EPH RAIN flOW. 

}1~lltomol()gist, 1895 to 1919. 

After a long ano painful illnes!'! Mr. WilliamJoseph Rainbow, 
Entomologist, to the Australian Museum, pasRed away on the 21st 
November, 1919, at the age of 63. 

Of Mr. Rainbow's ea!'ly life and his entrance into the field of 
Entomology a few 1I0tes will doubtless prove of interest. 

Mr. Rainbow was bOl'n in Yorkshire in 1856, ft,nd ft,S his fathel' was a, 
'Vft,rmnt, Officer in the Roya.l Mft,rines he spent much of his boyhood ill 
the nft,vft,l towns. It Wft,S in theRe towns alld also ill Edinburgh tlmt lIe 
receiveo most of his edllcft,tion. In 1873 he left Bngland with his pa,rentl>l 
for New Zeft,lalld, ft,nd 011 the long sea voyage out yOIlIIg Rain bow acted aR 
schoolmaster to the lIumerous childl'en 011 the emigmnt ship. On alTival 
in New Zeft,lft,nd he took up newspapel' work, alld was tOI' some years on 
the litemry staff of the "W ft,nganui Hemld," edited and owned by 
Mr. John Ba\lft,nce who in later years Wft,S destined to become the Premier 
of the Colony. 

It wa,s to Mr. Ballance t]mt Mr. Rainbow was illdebted for help ft,nd 
encouragement in furthering his studies in Natural History, n subject in 
which he appeal's to hnve shown an enl'ly interest. It is doutbless 
to this encouragement on the part of his chief that Mr. Raillbow'R 
emillent, posi tion in science is due. 

In 1883 Mr. Rainbow alTived in Sydney from New Zealnlld and 
during the year manied Arriette Dainty of New Zealand. For Rome 
years he sel'ved on the staffs of the" Dnily Telegraph," "Sydney MOI'ning 
Herald," " Evelling News" aud ot,he)' prominent locn] journals. 

Mr. Rainbow Rubseqllently abandoned joul'JlnJis/'ic work for a position 
ill the Government Printing Office, from which service he withdrew in 
1895 to fill the post of entomologist to the Australian Museum. During' 
his cal'eer as entomologist to this institut,ion, Mr. Rainbow contributed 
many papel's to science embodyillg the resuHs of his entomological and 
arachllological researcbes. His papers total 71 in llUUI bel', alld he also 
published two brochures "A Guide to the Study of Austl'aliau Butterflies" 
nud "Mosquitoes: Their Habits and Distribution." The majority of his 
pnpers are devoted to the o]'(]el.· Amchnida, a group wbicll has always met 
with little fnvour ill the eyes of natumlists. It is by his labours on this 
import,ant bmnch of biological science that Mr, Raillbow's !lame will be 
remembered. He was long regarded as tIle leadillg nuthOl'ity in Australia 
on this gr'ollp and his death robs sciellce of one of her ablest workers. 
When we realise under w lmt great physical disabilities Mr. Rainbow 
InbolH'ed, we canllot but highly commeud tlle spirit with which he was 
endowed, for he was at all times of a, genial nud SUllllY lmtUl'e and showeq 
a devot,ion to dut,y even when racked with sufferillg. 
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Mr. Rainbow was for years a member of the Lillnean Society of New 
South Wales and was also 011 the Coullcil of the Royal Zoological Society 
of New South Wales. He was 011e of the original fouuders of the 
Naturalists' Society of New South Wales, and was OIl tlle Council up to 
the time of his death. He was also a Fellow of the Entomological Society 
of London, a Fellow of the Liulleall Society of I,ondon, and a Mem bre de 
la Societ,e Entomologique de France. 

The last few years of Mr. Rainbow's life were beset with kials and 
anxieties. His second SOil, Sergeant Oscar A. Rainbow, wllo had enlisted 
early in the wat' was killed at the Dardanelles on May 25th, 1915. Mr. 
Rainbow's wife. never recovered from the shock and it undoubtedly 
hflstened her decease, which occurred on June 6th, 1917. His yonllge~'t 
son Sergeant, ]~ric Rainbow elllisted in Cal'michael's Second Thousalld 
and during his absence abroad Mr. Rainbow's llealth completely failed. 
He ultimately succumbed to his malady 011 t.he 21st November, 1019, his 
SOIl a,niving from Enghwd a few days fl.ftel· his deat.h. 

Mt,. Rainbow leaves two SOilS to mourn hiR 10sR, Mr. Willi:llll A. 
Ra,inbow, Librarian to t.he AURkalifl,n MUReum, and Mr. Eric Rainbow. 

RlBLIOGIUPHY. 

I.·~-Descriptions of some new Aranei(he of New South \Vnles, No. 1. Proc. 
Linn. Soc. N.S. Wales (2), vii., 4, 1893, pp. 471.476, pI. xii. 

2.·-Idem., No. 2. Op. cit., viii., 1, 1893, pp. 16-24, pl. iii. 

3.---1dem., No. 3. Op. cit., viii., 2, 189J., pp. 287-294" pI. x. 

4.--~Idem., No. 4. Op. cit., ix., 1,1894, pp. 153-157, pI. x. 

i5 .. Idem., No. 5. Op. cit., x., 2, 189i5, pp. 347-360, pIs. xxii.-xxiii. 

6.--Idem., No. 6. Op. cit., xxi., 3, 1896, pp. 320-344, pls. xviii.-xx. 

7. Idem, No. 7. 01'. cit., xxi., 4, 1897, pp. 628-633, pl. xlix. 

8.---Contributions to a Knowledge of the Arnchnidnn Faunft of A ushaIift, No. 1. 
Pl'oc. T,inn. Soc. N.S.Wule.', xxi., 4., 1897, pp, 634-()3t1, pI. xlix. 

9.~--Descriptions of some new Araneidm of New South 'i'Vales, No. 8. Ptoc. Liilln, 
Soc. N.S. Wales, xxii., 3, 1898, pp. i514-5i53, pIs. xvii.-xviii. 

lO.--The Insect Fauna of Funafuti. Mell!. Anst)'. 1I'I'lts., iii., 2, 1897, pp. 89-1O:l, 
pl. i. 

ll.--The Arachnidan Fauna of Fnnafuti. '1'om. cit., pp. 10i5·124, pIs. ii.-v. 

12. ---Description of '1'wo new A nstralian Phasmas, together with a Synopsis of 
the Phasmidm in Australia. Rec. A "stl'. 1I'Ins., iii., 2, 1897, pp. 34-37. 
pIs. ix.-x. 

13.-Catalogue of the described Phasmidm of AustmIin. Tom. cit., pp. 37-44. 

l4.-Description of the Larva of Pseudotel'p1w, peJ'comptal"ilt, On. Ree. Austi'. 
Mus., iii., 4, 1898, pp. 81-82, pI. xviii. 

1i5.-Description of a new Araneiad. Tom. cit., pp. 82-83, pI. xviii. 

16.-Notes and Observations on the Rauge of Vision in some Arnneid:.e. Austl'. 
Assoc . .etd", ScL, Repol·t vii., S},dne}" 1898, :pp. 6i5i5-661, 
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17.·-'I'he Insecta and Arachnida of the County of Cumberland. AnsiJ·. Assoc. 
Ad". Sei., Sydney, 1898--Handbook of Sydney, pp. 143-150. 

18.-Contribution to a Knowledge of the Arachnidan Fauna of British New 
G"inea. Pene. Li1w. Soc. N.S. W(tles, xxiii., il, 1808, pp. 328-356, pl. vii. 

19 -Contribution to a Knowledge of Papuan Arachnida. Rec. Anstl'. 1I'I""., iii., 
5, 1899, pp. 108- 118, three text-figures. 

20. ····'I'he Queensland Cattle Tick. 'l'om. cit., pp. 131-133. 

21.-- Descriptions of Two Beetles fro111 Mount Kosciusko. Ree. Anstl'. ]}[IlS .• iii., 6, 
1899. pp. 147-149, two text-figures. 

22.·-·Larva and Pllpa of Batoeem l.vallacei, Tho111S. Tom. cit., p. 150. 

2:l.·--·Contribution to a Knowledg'e of the Araneidan Fauna of Santa Cruz. PI'OC. 

Lil/I/" Soc. N.S. Wales, xxiv., 2, 1899, pp. 304-321, pIs. xxiv.-xxv. 

24 ....... ·Deseriptions of some new Araneidae of New South 'Wales, No. 9. Op. cit., 
xxv., 3, 1900, pp. 483-494, pIs. xxiii.-xxiv. 

25 ... ·-'l'wo new 'l'homisids. Ree. Amtl'. Mus., iii., 7, 1900, pp. 169-175, pI. xxx: 

26.-- Notes on the Architeetllre, Nesting Habits, and Life-historks of A ustl'alian 
Araneidre, based on Specimens in the Australian Museum, Part 1. 'I'lle 
Territelal'ire. Rec. Attstl'. Mns., iv., 1, 1901, pp. 5-12. 

27.-Irlem., Part 2. 'fhe Cribellatre. Op. cit., iv., 3, 1901, pp. 135-142, foUl' 
text-figures. 

28.--I,Ze",., Part 3. The Ecribelilltru: Haplogyme. Op. cit., iv., 7, 1902, pp. 
312-316, four text-figures. 

29.-Arachnida from the South Seas. Pl'oe. Linn. Soc. N.S.Wales, xxvi., 4,1902, 
pp. 521-5:l2, pI. xxviii. 

30.--Deseriptions of some new Araneidre of New South Wales, No. 10. PI'OC. 

Li.nn. Soc. N.S. Wales, xxvii., 3,1902, pp. 484,-492, pI. XViIi. 

31.--Notes on the ZooIog'y of Paanopa or Ocean Island and Nauru or Pleasant. 
Island, Gilbert Group. The Arthropoda. Ree. Anstl'. Mn .•. , v., 1, 1903, 
pp. 5-7. 

H2. ··~ot.eR on Fleas parasitic on the Tiger Cat. Tont. cit., pp. 53-55. 

33.-·-Studies in Australian Araneidru, No. 1. Tom. cit., pp. 62-66. 

34·.-A new" Bat Tiek." Rec. Anst!'. Mns., v., 2, 1904, pp. 78-79, pI. ix. 

35.·_·Studies in Australian Araneidre, No. 2. Tom. cit., pp. 102-107, six text
figures. 

<l6.-Australian Cicadidre. 'I'he Mating of Oycloch-ila anst"C!IC!s'ire, DOll., and 
Thop/w s"centc!, Amyot. Tom. cit., pp. 116-117, pI. xi. 

37.--Note on Oicindela jnng-i. and Descriptions of 'I'wo new Bt'etles. Ree. Anst!'. 
Mns., v., 4, 1004, pp. 245-247, three text-figures. 

38.·-'1'he Larvre of Do,·"tifeJ'a CLtsta, Scott, Tom. cit., pp. 253-254, pI. xxix. 

39.---Notes on the "<\rehitecture, Nesting Habits, and Life-histories of Australian 
Araneidre, based on Specimens in the Australian M useum, Part 4. The 
Entelegynre, Ree. Anst,.. 1I'IlI.s., v., 5, 1904, pp. 317-325, three text-figures. 

40.--Studies in Australian Araneidre, No. 3. Tom. eit., pp. 326-336, pI. xlvi., 
and thrt'e text-figures, 
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41.·-Idem., No. 4. Rec. Anst,,·. Mus., vi., 1, 1905, pp. 9-12, pI. iii., one 
text-figure. 

42.-Notes on the Architecture, Nesting Habits, and Life-histories of Australian 
Araneidre, based on Specimens in the Australian Museum, Part 5. '1'he 
Entelegynre (continued). Rec. Anstl'. Mns., vi., 1, 1905, pp. 22-28, one 
text-figure. 

4~.-Notes on Australian Siphonaptera. Op. cit., vi., 2, 1905, pp. 101-109, pI. 
xxiii., five text-figures. 

41.-A Synopsis of Australian Acarina. Op. eit., vi., ~, 1906, pp. 145-193, five 
text-figures. 

15.-·A Guide to the Study of A ustrH.lian Butterflies. Melbomne, 1907, pp. 1-272, 
pIs. i.-vii., one hundred and eighty-four text-figures. 

46.---Two new Species of Australian Collemhola. Rei'. Austj·. Mn8., vi., 4, 1907. 
pp. ~1~-314, four text-fig\ll'es. 

47.·-Notes on the ArchitectUl'e, Nesting' Habits, and Liffl-histories of Australian 
Araneidre, based on Speeimens in the Austmlian 11usflum. Part 6. The 
Entelegynre (coutinued). Rec. Anstl'. Mns., vi., 5, lH07, pp. ~~0-~38, 
two text-figures, 

48.--Stndies in Australian Araneidre, No. 5. Op. eit., vii., 1,1908, pp. 41-50, 
four text-figures. 

49.-·Notes on Mimicry and Variation. Op. cU., vii., 2, 1908, pp. 69-7~, one 
coloured plate. 

50.-:\rosquitoes: their Habits and Distribution. Melbourne, 1908, pp. 1-67. 
pI. i., fifteen text-figures. 

51.--Notes on the Al'chitectm'e, Nesting Habits, and Life-histories of Australiau 
Araneidre, based on Specimens in the Australiftn Mnseum. Part 7. '1'he 
Entelegynre (continued). Ree. An"t,.. Mus., vii., 4,1909, pp. 212-234, pIs. 
lxii.-Ixiv., three text-figures. 

52.-A Censns of Australian Araneidre. Op. cit., ix., 2, 1911, pp. 107-~19. 

53.--Australian Entomological Literature in 1910. Zeits. wiss. Insel,tenbiol., vii., 
10, 1911, pp. 324-325. 

54.-Araneidre from the Blackall Ranges. Mem. Q,.eensl. Mus., i., 1912, pp. HI()-

202, sixteen text-figures. 

55.-Some Araneidre from the Roper Hiver, Northern Territory. Tom. !"it., pp. 
203-209, three text-figures. 

56.-Note on Dolomedes t"1!X, Lamb. 7'om. eit., p. 210, three text-figures. 

57.-Australian Entomological Literature flir 19H. Zeits. wiss. Insektenbio7., 
Viii., 6/7, 1912, pp. 242-2-t4, H, 1912, pp. 36a-~65. 

58.-Ar,wlmida from the Solomon Islands. Rec, Ansi,', Mu •. , x., 1, 1918, pp. 
1-16, six text-figures. 

59.-·Studies in Australian Araneidre, No. 6. The Terretelarire. 01'. eit., x., 8, 
19140, pp. 187-270, seventy-five text-figures. 

60.-A new Victorian Araneiad. A1!stl'<.l Zoo!., i., 1, 1914, pp. 21-23, three 
text-fig nres. 

61.-Two Beetles apparently new to Australia. 01'. C'it., i., 2, 1915, p. 46. 

62.-Scientific Notes on an .Expedition into the North-Western Regions of 
S.Australia. (h) Arachnida. Tl'ans. ROll' Soc.. S,Anstyali(., xxxix., 1915. 
pp. 772-793, pIs. lxvii;-lxviii, 
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63.-~1'\()tes on the .F'auIHL uf the Botanic Gardens. Arachnida, Myriapoda, 
Inseda. N. S. W",les Legislc<tive Assembly. Botwllie G",n!ens ",,,l God: 
Dom,,;ns Report, 1914, pp. 10-18. 

o,j,.-Some new Aralleidru frolll the County uf Cumberlalld. At"tr, Zoo!., i., 3, 
1916, pp. 58-60, four text-figures. 

65.-~Arachllida from Nurthern Queensland, Part 1. Ree. Anstl'. Mns., xi., 3, 
1910, pp. 33-64, pis. xiv.-xvi. 

66.-0ccasional Notes. Ova Sacs of Amchmt/·" li"ilob,da, Urq. Tom. ca" pp. 
65-66, pI. xvii. 

67.-Arachnida from Northern Queensland. Part 2. Ree. Anstl'. Mns., xi., 5, 
1916, pp. 79-117, pis. xxi.-xxiii. 

68.-~Aracllllida from Macquarie Island. Anstl'. Ant,,,ct. Expect., 1911-HH4. Sei. 
Repts. Set. C.-Zool. ",nd Bot., v., I, 1917, pp. 5-13, fourteen text-figures. 

6H.-Results of the South Australian Museulll Expedition to Strzelecki and 
Cooper Creeks. September and October 1916. (11') Aralleidru. TJ'ttns. 
Roy. Soc. S.Anstralia, xli., l!H7, pp. 482-489, pI. xxxii. 

70._Insecta <Lnd Araclmid<L from North-West Australia. Trans. Roy. Geo. Soc. 
AlIstr. (S.A. Branch). 1\Jl6-1917, pp. 284-288. (In' collaboration with 
A. Musgrave). 

71.-Australian Trap-door Spiders. Rec. Austl'. ],Ins., xii., 7, 1918, pp. 81-169, 
pis. xii.-xxiv. (In collaboration with Dl'. R. H. Pulleine). 

POS'l'HUMOUS. 

72.-Arachnida fr0111 Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands. Ree. S.Attstl'. Mns., i., 3, 
1920, pp. 229-272, pis. xxviii.-xxxi. 

73.-Trap-door Spiders of the" Cbevert "Expedition. Rec. Anstl'. Mns., xiii., 
3, 1920, pp. 77-85, eight text-figures. 

ANTHONY M:UWRAVE, 

EU/'omologiOl!', 

Au:;traliall Museum. 

[[u addition to these papers the l<Lte Mr. Rainbow left a completed manuscript 
entitled" Spiders from Mol<Lugul, S.E. Queensland" together with sketched 
figures. If suitable arrangements for the completion of these sketches can Le 
made it is hoped to publi3h this paper. Editor, Anst,."li,m Mnsem)t RecoJ'tts.J 




