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(b) )CC: No. 209: 5.1 mm 
No. 210: 5.7 mm 

d 2.345 
d 2.345 

These measurements cannot be converted into ages since there are no thermal 
equivalent values for the sites (see Ambrose 1976b for discussion of these values). 
Furthermore, these thickness measurements are much greater than might be 
expected in view of the ages indicated by the other techniques, and the samples may 
have been affected by the igimbrite eruptions of the Matapun beds, exposure to solar 
radiation, and possibly other factors which have influenced the development of the 
hydration rinds. 

APPENDIX 11. MISCELLANEOUS FINDS FROM LONG ISLAND 

Three archaeological finds reported from Long Island have been omitted from the 
preceding discussions: a stone female figure reputedly found near Bok village prior to 
1966, an alleged 16th century Malay kris found about 20 years ago, and a stone 
clubhead recovered by Hughes in 1972. At this stage none of these finds can be 
related to the archaeological materials described in this paper. 

The stone figure from Bok is now in the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, 
which purchased it from J. P. Hallinan in 1966. Hallinan had obtained the figure on 
Long Island from a villager who stated that it had been found near Bok while a garden 
was being prepared. The figure (Fig. 7) is 298 mm high, made from basalt. It 
represents presumably a human female figure, with the limbs very schematically 
delineated. This piece currently appears unparalleled on the mainland of Papua New 
Guinea. 

A kris is said to have been dug up on Long Island together with a human skull 
(see Ball 1982) about 20 years ago. According to R. Caesar, Madang, the kris was 
identified at the British Museum, London, as dating from the 16th century and 
probably of Malay origin. The present location of this item is not known. While there 
are many ways in which this kris could have reached Long Island, its age as identified 
on stylistic grounds would place it roughly contemporary with the human occupations 
of the Biliau beds. Hughes (1977:10ff.) argues that goods of south-east Asian origin 
may have been reaching New Guinea long before the arrival of Europeans, and 
specifically notes contacts with Chinese traders in the 15th and 16th centuries. The 
Long Island kris may thus have been brought to the island well before Dampier's 
passage. At present it is the most easterly known artefact indicative of such possible 
contacts. 

In 1972 Hughes collected a stone clubhead from just north of Kaut village. This 
clubhead, in a four-pointed star form with central perforation, was found on the 
ground surface. Its present location is unknown and we are unable to illustrate it. 
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