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Paedogobius kimurai, a New Genus and Species of Goby
(Teleostei: Gobioidei: Gobiidae) from the West Pacific
A KIHISA I WATA , 1 S EIICHI H OSOYA , 2 AND H ELEN K. L ARSON 3
1

Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies,
Kyoto University, 46, Shimoadachi-cho, Yoshida, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto 606-8501, Japan
iwata@asafas.kyoto-u.ac.jp
2
Metocean Environment Inc.,
Okinawa Branch, 2-24-3 Akebono, Naha, Okinawa 900-0002, Japan
seiiti@notes.metocean.co.jp
3

Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory,
PO Box 4646, Darwin NT 0801, Australia
helen.larson@nt.gov.au

ABSTRACT. Paedogobius kimurai, a new genus and species of Gobiidae, is described. This diandric
genus is unique among the Gobiidae in having a long rod-shaped pelvis separated posteriorly into
distinct left and right halves and no subpelvic process; and the ectopterygoid and quadrate widely separated
in the secondary male. This genus is also distinguishable from the other genera of Gobiidae in having
the following combination of characters: a maxillo-vomerine meniscus; the posteriormost soft dorsaland anal-fin pterygiophores each supporting an unbranched soft ray; 10 abdominal and 15 caudal
vertebrae; the first one or two dorsal-fin pterygiophores inserting between the 9th and 10th neural
spines; some sensory papillae on the branchiostegal region; and no first dorsal fin. Mature females
(about 15 mm SL) have a transparent body with only a few melanophores, no pelvic fins, small jaws
with a few minute teeth, and the nostrils formed into a single pit. Secondary males (about 16 mm SL)
have pelvic fins, many melanophores especially on the head, and a robust head with large jaws armed
with long canine-like teeth, and two nostrils. Primary males (about 12 mm SL), are smaller than females,
and also have pelvic fins and two nostrils; however, the head is not robust, the small jaws are armed with
a pair of short canine-like teeth and pigmentation is diffuse. This species is known from Japan, Thailand
and northeastern Australia.
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