
* author for correspondence

© The Authors, 2015. Journal compilation © Australian Museum, Sydney, 2015
Records of the Australian Museum (2015) Vol. 67, issue number 4, pp. 109–128.  
ISSN 0067-1975 (print), ISSN 2201-4349 (online)
http://dx.doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.67.2015.1640

Southern High Latitude Squat Lobsters: 
Galatheoidea and Chirostyloidea from Macquarie Ridge 

with Description of a New Species of Uroptychus

Shane T. ahyong1*, Kareen e. Schnabel2 and Keiji baba3

1 Australian Museum, 6 College Street, Sydney NSW 2010, Australia, and 
School of Biological, Earth & Environmental Sciences, University of New South Wales NSW 2052, Australia

2 National Institute of Water & Atmospheric Research, 
Private Bag 14901 Kilbirnie, Wellington, New Zealand

3 Kumamoto University, Faculty of Education, 2-40-1 Kurokami, Kumamoto 860-8555, Japan

shane.ahyong@austmus.gov.au  ·  kareen.schnabel@niwa.co.nz  ·  kbaba.kumamoto@gmail.com

abSTracT. Macquarie Ridge is one of the southernmost seamount ridges, spanning 1600 kilometres from 
the southern tip of New Zealand to the Australia-Pacific-Antarctic triple junction halfway to Antarctica. 
Squat lobsters, superfamilies Chirostyloidea and Galatheoidea, are highly diverse at low and mid-latitudes, 
declining rapidly towards the poles; only 15 of the more than 1000 species have been recorded south 
of 50°S. Prior to the present study, one species of squat lobster (Munidopsis pyrochela, Munidopsidae) 
was known from the Macquarie Ridge, but recent research voyages in 2003 and 2008 collected a further 
five species from both superfamilies and three families. Uroptychus tracey (Chirostylidae) is new to 
science. Uroptychus insignis (Henderson, 1885) is reported for the first time outside of the western 
Indian Ocean and re-described based on type material. Subtle differences between the western Indian 
Ocean and Macquarie Ridge specimens of U. insignis suggest that the latter specimens might represent 
a separate species. Munida chathamensis Baba, 1974 (Munididae) is re-described and reported for the 
first time outside of its Chatham Rise type locality. New morphological variation is reported for Munida 
isos. Munidopsis tasmaniae is reported not only for the first time from the Macquarie Ridge, but also for 
the first time from New Zealand waters.
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