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1
 As described in more detail below, the archaeology collections are divided between the “AM Series”, 

owned by the Australian Museum Trust, and the “NP Series”, owned by the Crown. 
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2
 Prior to the amendment of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, effective 1 October 2010, permits 

were issued under either s87 or s90.  Since the 2010 amendments, all AHIPs have been issued under s90. 
This policy is intended to apply to archaeological collections created both before and after the 2010 
amendment, and to permits issued under either s87 or s90. 

http://npws.nsw.gov.au/licences/archinvestigations.htm
http://npws.nsw.gov.au/licences/archinvestigations.htm
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 http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/document/Colection-Management-Policy/ 

4
 http://web1.australianmuseum.net.au/document/Ethnographic-Collection-Development-Strategy-2008-

2012 
5
 http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/document/Repatriation-policy/ 
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 This document does not attempt to provide a comprehensive or detailed review of Aboriginal heritage 

legislation applying to NSW. Instead, it focuses on the legislation most relevant to the status of 
archaeological collections held at the Australian Museum.  
7
 The original piece of legislation was titled the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1967. This was replaced 

seven years later by the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Except where specifically noted, reference is 
made to the current version of the Act. 
8
 “Aboriginal objects” are specifically defined under s5 as "...any deposit, object or material evidence (not 

being a handicraft made for sale) relating to the Aboriginal habitation of the area that comprises New 
South Wales, being habitation before or concurrent with (or both) the occupation of that area by persons 
of non-Aboriginal extraction, and includes Aboriginal remains. 
9
 An authorisation under Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 does not 

remove the requirements of the National Parks and Wildlife Act, although it may remove the obligation to 
apply for an AHIP. 
 

http://npws.nsw.gov.au/legislation/NationalParksAndWildlifeAct1974.htm
http://npws.nsw.gov.au/legislation/NationalParksAndWildlifeAct1974.htm
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s71ay.html#area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html#habitat
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s71ay.html#area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/npawa1974247/s5.html#aboriginal_remains
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 This date hinges on an interpretation of Section 33D, an amendment inserted into the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act 1967 in 1969, and subsequently preserved by s88 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 
1974. 
11

 The ownership status of the NP Series Collection is based on interpretation of the Australian Museum’s 
status as a statutory Corporation under s2 of the Australian Museum Trust Act 1975, as well as s83 and 
s85A of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 
 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/amta1975306/s4.html#trust
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