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In 18-1:-t-40 t h <.> 0 erm<tn cxp 1 m·er, Dr. 
Lud\\'ig L(..,ithh;.n<l1, tl·;.n' t'l"};<'d thif:; 
<·o1mh·y <:lnd �<�·�t�o�~�~�w�d� the l'in•t uow known 
by hiR nanw. Ile t hong·ht H w;::ts the 
Alhet·t Hive1·, but A. C. Greg-or y in 18i>i> 
rPdified the CJTOl" a ud b('stowed J.;eich· 
Jwnlt's mune npon it. ThP counti·y c\·en 
to t his day, �a�l�m�o�~�t� rlinety yea1·s Iate1·, 
�i�~�-�;� iu most phH·es as wild as when the 
illtl-<>pid Ge1·mH n passed through. 

�T�h�t�~� low rP<l tang('s adj<-ltent to the 
watercou1·se an' �p�~�n�t�i�a�l�l�y� tlotlwd \Yitlt 
<:oan;e 10;pinif('x gr<lss ( '1'1·ioda ·in· items) , 
and a stnnted nu·iet;v of tln<"alyvt. Prac
ti<"a1ly no bird-life was olJscrYed; in fact,. 
I was l'cuelv abh-' to secure en:>n insects 

�~� ' so barn'll and lifp]pss W<-lR t he SlllTOund-
iiig- �e�o�n�n�t�r�~ �· �·� TPrmites' mounds, ho\\·eyer, 
\H' te S\ometinH's o use1·ved. 

'Ph<: l'iYer l>ed was �~�n�r�p�r�i�s�i�u�o �· �1�y� well 
timheted, <tnd birds of nHlllV �~�- �e�:�1�r�i�e�t�i�e�F�)� 
�l�'�P�r�e�l�l�P�~� amid tlw honey-1aclen im·;ect
attractJng blossoms on �t�n�~�(�\� and slll'nlJ. 
llonpy-eate1·s of SP\·era l species we1·e 
noted, Hlso Jwetai·-ioYing parrots, as well 
HR PePwees, �~�1�a�g�p�i�e�s�,� Trillers, Peacefn 1 
Do\'PR, and many other familiar sonth
ei·neu;;. Blatk-ta]lpd 'rree-n·('epe1·s, Goldeu
bac:ked IIoney-ea ters., Clonnu1·y Pa n·ots, 
and a l\:Iaskt'cl Owl wPrP a mono· the 
" 't' " b ran �H�.�'�~� noted. Only at ve1·y il'l'(-'o·ular 
inh .. tYa ls a long th e sandy rht>r-he<f did 
�'�~ �· �a�t�_�e�l�'� o<.:<:nr, and then only in ,·e1·y 
lm:nted quantities. This howen'r n snallv 

d ' ' " �~�<�:�'�e�m�e� quite sufficie11 t to a tt1·act goodly 
�n�m �u �h�<�:�t�~� of Bhtek-'fl·o11ted and H<>d-kne<->d 
Uottet·el:;;, "\Vhit(;l-f<lc:Nl and \VhitP-netked 
llet·ons, and Black Dneks. 

'l'he huge lead-smeltt>rs at 1\iount Isa 
ate ]>etthed on �t�h�< �~� sidps of the range 
al>o\·e �~�h�e� railway ym.·ds; the town, 
�n�~�o�~�t�l�y� n·on houses and \Yoodeu sto1·es, is 
du·e<.:tly acrosf:; the l'iYPI' . Nlount f sa is 
the �t�e�J�·�m�i�n�n�~� of the Great .X01·the1·n Raii
\Yay, and is over six hundi'<''d miles from 
�t�h�< �~� coast, aJld only n bon t ei crhtv miles a s 
the tl'O\\' flies.; hom the X �o�r�t�h�~�r�1�;� 'ren·itorY 
})OI·det·. . 

.Jl ' XGLE DA YS. 

�~� 1' iH a f<u n·y fl·om. the sun-baked 
LPH·hh<ndt HiYer country to the t1·oplcal 

jungles of t h e eoast, and I will IJev<•r 
fo1·get the delight that was mine when, 
afte1· a tedious �s�i�x �- �h�n�n�d�n �~�d� mile train 
joutuey, I gazed upo11 those vast scrub 
areas �~�o� char·acteristic of the far north. 
No more, I 1·eflected, tile sickening hordes 
of flies, the swarms of ubiquitous black 
ants, o1· the pitiful spectacle of dying 
stock. Instead, the ver·da.nt jungles, 
�~�I�H�l�r�k �l�i�n�g� c:asc:ades, waving canefields, 
(Hid 1·eal g·ras8. How strange-seeming 

'l'w i xt Jn:eug·rovcs :nul �j�u�n�~�d�e� in the 
Ruckin,::;luem Buy distriet. " .t\.veunes" 
sueh :es thiis iuv:eri:tbly exist between 
t h e c·u:est.al nutn;.=;ruvt's :nul t h e jungle-

clad shore. 
[ P h oto.-A. J . . lfm·shall. 

W<:'re these ex teush·e grass-lrmds, after a 
month ot· t\YO "ontl>ack". It appear·ed 
ht<·ong1·nons in the extl'enw that onl;v a 
f<>w hnlldt·ed miles on•r the r ang<:> wer(' 
con11tlN>S �t�l�w�n�s�m�1�c�l�~� of starYing sheep. 

Yery few sontlwrners ha.Y<:> any tnw 
conception of thP " l>ig-scrub.fo;" of uol'1h 
CllWPllf·;land. The flo1·aJ dive1·sity of the 
uorthrrn brushes �j�~� �r�e�m�a�r�k�~�l� b1e; tlw aYi· 
fa nna of the 1·egion, too. �i�~� �e�x�t�r�·�e�m�e�]�~ �·� 
�d�i�n �~ �I�·�s�i�f�i�<�>�d �,� iucludjng as it does Rome of 
the mo:-;1 pl'imitiYe of birds, snth as t it<., 
CaRsowary, <lS well as such SJH1 (·ies as the 
RiflP-Bh·ds, th<' :Jianneode. mHl the Rhu·k 
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)Jucl Jlat~ and anounhdn)oi in the C artl\"\ e ll tlistri<'t. 'l'ht• na;~n~rOY(" s\\-atUJ)S Rre a rit•J1 
co lleetin~o:: ground f11r the naturalist, :uul it i~ diffi<•nlt tu rPsist stH'h nn attraction des11it(' 

Jno~q uitoes, santlflie)oi and a stray <·roc.•oclile ur t\\·o. 

Bntd1r1·-Bird. wh ith oceupy ,-ery C'minent 
po~itions on tJw ndfaunal htdder. TllC're 
is a sm·pri~<' ;.l\nliting the southernrr 
around rrery c·orner. For C'x:ample, afte1· 
!-ltucldng the '\Vhite 1 biR in the open Run
lit s'wai11p~ of the Rhrel'ina, who wonlcl 
aRso<· ia te it with the sunless brushes of 
t he iTopitR? Y<'t in <'very swampy portion 
of the s<·I·nl>s onp js almost eer tain to 
flush a '\Yhite Ibi~. I will e\'er 1·emember 
tbc regrrt fdt w lH'n I first hea1·d the 
call of tlw d<'lightfully coloured Blue
winged Kook<llmrTH , the hopical eonRin 
of on1· ow11 f'<nnilinr "Langhing: Jack". 
Far ~lH'lHl~sing in beauty his sou t hern 
1·elatin•, he of the blue wing possessr s not 
the attra<:tiYe gufh-1w of the southern 
bird; instead. he c•mits a most blatant 
yen, quite ont of keeping with hi s 
mngnifieent appNn·an('e. 

1\inngos, enstnrd apples, gnaYas, paw
pa,Ys, and eoro11nts gt·ow wild in thP 
stret .. ts and paddoc·ks of the u01·thern 
townships. 'J' JH' exquisitely perfumed 
frangi -panni flom·ishcs every,vhe1·c, as do 
also hibiscus and mauy other beautiful 
shrubs and flower~. How the d<:linty Sun
Bhd and t lw nnmet·ous nectar-loving 
1ol'lkeets and honc'y-birds re\yel among 
the wealth of blossoms! In the depths 
of tlw 8<'1'111> Oil<' sonwtimes finds orehid-

[ Photo.- A. J. Jianhctll. 

fesi ooned t P~l -tree swamps. llc->te "·e iind 
a gTPat Y<U·iC'ty of honey-1<)\·ing speeiC's 
dispol'ting them seh·c•s among the white 
flowers. 'L'lw \'i vi d scal'let raiment of the 
" Blood-Bird" apprars particularly attr<lc· 
tive Hg<linst t lw snowy blooms, lmt its 
joyou~ lili ing RPf'ms st1·angely out of plaee 
to one H ('ew-;tom(-" U to hear it in Rydney's 
shale 'lands. 

Ilut Hll nwmorit'S of the jnnglPs m·c 
not plea s<1nt ones. I remembt-"r stalking 
a p:n·t kn larly Plush·e Chow<:hilla 
tln·ongh ~1 t·iot of stinging tree~. h1wyer 
Yin<>s, spiny p<llms, and other unph'asant 
gro\Yths, wlwn a frond I ln·ushed tnme 
in ('ontnC'i w ith the pendent nc'st of <1 

par·ti<·uhu·ly \'kion s ln·and of ulcltk and 
;yellow wnsps. I "·onld nPYf>l' Jwre 
im<1 gi11Nl j t possible fm· a humau lwing 
1 o JH'Og'l'PSS t ln·ong·h sn ch scrub iu so 
shm·t a 1 im('! I fi11i~lwd up minns my 
Rhil·t <lltd pm·t of my shorts , aDd pln~ 
seventl pair1fnl stings aud many l'<~W 
pa1dt<>R chw to Yiolcr1t <·ontac·t with m;tllg· 
tH1 nt jn ngl<) growths. Ijee(.11Ps Wt11'(' 

elllh<llTHSS ing]y lllllllf'l'OUS, 31H1 nlll()lllOllS 

siHlk<'~ \\'(' r·p in fah I nun h<'I'H. 'l'lwngh 
not to l)(> irH:lud('d in tlw lcltt<'J' ('<tieg'OI',Y. 

tlt<> gig~n1ti(' North Qlw<>ns lnlld Horl~ 
Python, <lR W<'1l <lS its smc-lll<'l' t·t>Lttin' lht' 
<'Hrpet Hn<t kP, wpt·c <1l:-:o noh•<L (lnl' 
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d<'<'ilpi1<ltPd python T <'X<11lliHNl on 1lw 
rl1:l hiPICllld l'Clil\nt)' lill<' WH S at lea st 
tifi <'<'11 ft)~t in h)ugth. 

Bn1 many 'Ycre t h P <·ompeusations for 
RtH·h llllpl<)<H~~Hltdt)S <1~ ~llHkt~s, leed1es, 
and wa~ps. In particulm· [ might mention 
i lw <li sem·e1·y of the 1w~t and young of 
tlw 1 in~· Large-billed 'Ym·hler ( Gerygone 
nwyn i ro~tris), a spt•ties known to rela-
1in•Jy ftlw oi·nithologists. T he pendulous 
swaying home of this ~ombre-clad sprite 
wHs diseoYered suspPIHlPCl in a iloweri11g 
tea -11'Pe gt•o wing by a I i1 y-berleek ed poo 1 
at the fl'inge of the stt•nb. The nes t con
taitwd sen~r<-11 young, which squeaked 
lnsti Iv wheneve1· th~ female approached 
wjih 'food. She was most cu~sidnons iu 
het· attention to the young. whereal:' the 
m a h' tarn~ only at irregu In r in tern1ls t o 
frr<l t lw babies. rrhc song of the HLarge
hill" 1 found to b~ very h0autiful : a suc
ee~sion of descending don blP liquid notes, 
su dch•11lv chan o'ino· to a series of liltiug· 

J ~ h ' 

hiplc notes, som etimes followed by a low 
mn~iea 1 eh a tter. Yet a pioneering ornith· 
ologi~t has described thr song of this bird 
as ctn ·'exhemely wenk twitter". 

'l'IIF. COAS'I' AL SWAMP S . 

Ilow exceptional Ly din•t·sified can m·cu 
ilw ~mallest stretch of fat• northern coa:::;t
linP lw! 'Yithin an are<l of half a mile. 
0 1w ma y sometimes disto,·er an interest
iug maugroye swamp, a mud-flat teeming 
with both n1a1·ine and bird life, a delight
ful sandy beach , and an ext ensive area 
of hownjng weed and mollnsc-clad rod~s. 
OftPH a small dishl lH'<' jnhlnd, sh<l llow 
though hu·ge salt-wntct· l<:lkes will IJe 
found, th e temporat·y hcnm t of myriads of 
t he Sill<lll mjgt·ato 1·y W<ldt't·s, and t Jw mor e 
pel'mauent feeding g1·omuls of thousands 
of i hp hnger loea J wadin g birds. Sunset 
(:IH<'h P\'eni11g 1n·escntP<l H J·emarkable 
sight, t ountl ess cgt·<:>ts, h<'l'OH S, ibis a~Hl 
oth<'l' Hpecie}; flying s i1<•nt ly and steadtly 
inla11d, Ringly, in pa1J·s, i11 dozens, and in 
hlmdreds. If 1 t·emained motionless, 
tho:-;c app1·oaching in my dit·ection wou ld 
fly ~ttajght across, somP at a great height, 
but tlJC majol'ity low enough for me to 
perceive th e yellow bil1s of the egrets, 

1he str~w necks of th<> ibises, a nd th<> 
spotted necks of some of the Whit<>-n ~ck<>d 
HPl'OllS. 

If, howevcl', I incautiously moved, 
"my" section of the contingent would 
sw~t·ve sharply <H·ross to on<> side. The 
bil·ds kept going aeross until dusk. 

''\Yhere do they go?" I inquired of a 
loeal resident. "r n la nd, a bit, to roost" 
h<> t·Pplied, in that delightfully brief if . . ' 
vagn<', manne1· of the nort h. At the sandy 
and sparsely we<•ded la.ke ma1·gins, 
AsiHtic wade1·s of m<tny species abounded 
H 11 in their som!Jn-' migration plumao·e' 
which renders specific identificat ion diffi~ 
cult. \Yhimbrels, Stints, Gteenshanks and 
Cnrlew-Sandpipel's, wel'e noted, some in 
vast flocks and others in pairs or ~mall 
p~n·ties. Stilts of the same spedes as 
those JH'e,·iously noted in that delightful 
w<>stern oasis, were here found courtino· 

I"> 

tlwh· ehaste reftcttions in the salt-wa tt>r 
<"Oastal lakes. 

T.-arge areas of ta ll cane-grass skirt the 
~a lt lakes, and amid the grasses safr and 
congcnia 1 homes <He found by the Tawny 
nnd Little Grassbirds, various sperirs of 
1inrhes and 1 hat hnge non-p<ll'asitic 
Cuckoo, the Phc<~ sant Coueal. ':l"Jw low 
vibrant drumming of this singular bird 
mny always be heard in the north. ' 'Vhen 
flushed from the t·eeds or g1·asses, it flies 
with a heaYy lumbering flight some fifty 
yards or so and once more seekR refng<' 
iu the grass. 

On a grasRy plain just a few miles 
in hllld a flock of approximately t Jn ee 
lum.clt·ed Bt·olga s (Native Companions) 
wCJ'P feeding. 'rhe ('}ll' approached within 
forty yards of the near est bit·ds bt>forP 
t lwy staU~ed away in tbat ca lm dign ified 
mHm1 r 1· peculi~u to the ~pedes. 

.A.)IOXG 'I'Jm MAXGROYES. 

'l,JJ et·e i~ a p<'en liar f<1sc:inatjon a hou t a 
m:lllgJ·ove swamp. To the marine zoologist 
tht> mang1·oves have ('\'et· provided a n in
<'X ha nstible field for s t ndy, and to 1 he 
~tndPut of bi1·ds, also, these appa l'en t l y 
dt·a b areas offPl' <~ndless opportnn it ies, 
harbouring. HR ilwy do, some of 1 hp most 



1~0~8 _____ ____::T:.:::H:::E:::_:A:...:U:...:S=.T::..:R=A==L-=-IA:.:..:..:...:..:..N_l\1_U.:_S_E_"' _U_M_ M_A_G_A_Z_J I_N_~_. __ ._J ,_.,_J Y_ l_:>2-:, [!)!~3. 

winsome and distinctive of our tropi<:al 
a ,·ian popula tion. 

I count some of my "mangrove 
r am hles" in the far-off f'm·dwell district 
mnong t he 1·eal hi gh-spots of my northern 
experiences. Perhaps the pr<:>senc€' of tlw 
dreaded Estuarine Crocodil e lent added 
zest to the rambles, but what ol·nitho1ogist 
could see sucll intriguing spedes as t he 
Black B utche1·-Bil'd (brown phase), nian
o-rove Kingftshe1·, ~langrm-e Robin, Broad
bj]led Flycatcher, and the seYera 1 spec?es 
of o·o]den-Yoiced Iloney-eaters, wlnth 
dsit t-t l1 e mangroves in sear<.:h of nectar 
and insects, 'dthont feeling exhilarated'! 

My note-book, dated late in ~larth, 
reads as follows: "~IangTOYes, dense and 
high, with tall and spreading roots, skirt 
the shore further a long the bay. and 
t hese in turn are flanked by be 1 ts of low 
scrub intersected by mangroYe-lined 
creeks. At the fl·inge of the mangroves 
I halted and whistled. A eoupl e of 
Yello"· Honey-eah•1·s came immediately 
aud ~tayed peet-ing at me whil~t I con
tinued to <.:all; a Sun bird next flashed up, 
a lHtle beauty. \vho inspected m e from a 
distance, and t hen dashed disappointedly 
a"·ay. ..A Yello\\~-spotted Honey-eater
the 'Ja<:ky' of Beaeheomber Bantield of 
neighbouring Dunk Island- al so a rl'i ved, 
as well as a bevy of Dusky Honey-eaters, 
some Brown lloney-eate1·s, and a saffron
bl·eastecl X01·thern Yellow Robin. 

" I hea1·d a beautHul , t hou gh somewhat 
mournfnl note, once repeated, come from 
the depths of the mangrove swamp, so, 
just on chance, I offer('d. a speculat i ve 
whistle. To my delight a l\iangrove Robh1 

In tl1e last i~sue of this :\L~GazrKg Mr. 
"\¥ . Bo<:n·dn1m1 contributed an al'tide upon 
leeches. Several 1·e~H.l el's who ha,·e liYed 
01· been occu pied in leech infested dis
h-icts have wl'itten to exp1·ess theh appl·e
dation of t lds contrilmtion. One, a s tu· 

flew ~-;ilpnfl y up, HJH] lwrdwd wi1 hi 11 • 

fe,,· feet of my f~H'P . I wonl cl ha ye hP"'1 

. f 't 1 "11 
<Imte UIUl W<U'e o 1 s presPnte 1:Hl I not 
lJpen facing t he dirPction from which H 
appea 1·ed. It has the fm niliar y ello"; 
Robin's tl·ick of sitting quietly and almost 
motionlPss 01 1 a bough, though this f<>llow 
flu tte1·s his ·wings at times. It remaint>d 
s il en t dnring its stay with me, though I 
did w y hest to provoke it to fut~ther 
,·ocal effort." 

Sand-flies and moRqultocs were in 
millions, but the resnltR of my visits in to 
t he mangroves a lways convinced me 
t ha.t they were wel l worth any sueh slight 
ineonvenienees. In the scrub and among 
t lw c·ane-grass behind the mangroves, 1 
f1·rqnently flushed vVallabies,* lal'ge 
reddish fellows with white underpart!\, 
which bounded away a.t my approach, 
som('times directly through fue jungk 
t hou gh often escaping by way of tht' 
ma11gtove s wa1nps. 

The butterflies, large, mnlti-htH'd 
beauties, floating languidly from blossom 
to blossom, were a never-ending source of 
de]jght. Each night the fireflies cmne out 
a nd moved eerily through t he vegetation; 
"·hilst the mournful, yet not unbeantiful, 
call of a n ig h t-bird inval'iably came from 
the swam ps. It was on such niglltR as 
th ese, with a huge sa.ff1·on moon l'iding 
serenely across the darkened W<"ltE'l'R <tnd 
adjacent islands, that I would lie bef~r<' 
the camp-fil·e and pack spe<·imens, "Tl1e 
home-letters, and make notPs on the dtty's 
work. 

* Pl'Oba.bly Lhe Agile Wallaby (Jllac1·o1nts c~gilis). 

Yeyoi· savs that he obt~i11ed ill11uunitJ 
' " ts b:om attack }Jy freely lathering the P~~· 

1 of the body <'XI>Osed to c:~ttcl.ck ,,. ~tl . . o· common laundry soa p. ne fnrther .1 

timcltes that he has heanl that smearlllg 
with eucalyptus oil 01· t<:nl>oli<.: colll· 

ponnds ha:;; p1·oved <~fficac ious . 


