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the sea. Many of the small coastal streams
were thus brought slightly above sea-
level, and the winds and currents have
banked the sand up, usually forming a spit
with the entrance to the lagoon at the
northern end. Before this uplift such
places as North and South Heads at

Svdney were islands, but the uplift
brought the submerged strips of land

connecting them to the main coast up to
sea-level, and, as in the case of the lagoons,
the winds and waves have banked up the
sand, forming dunes on these low-lying
strips, which after the uplift were just
awash and no more. Thus the two low-
lving sandy parts of Rose Bay and the
Corso, Manly, were recently under the
sea. A fairly close examination of the
coast was made from Farquhar Inlet to
Halliday’s Point, some eight miles to the
south., It is low-lying country, and
immediately behind the beaches is a flat
streteh of typical dune-vegetation country,
which gives place, as it goes inland, to
the usual eucalypt scrub. A few good-
sized hills, well in the background, do
much to relieve the somewhat monotonous
outlook. Notable amongst these are the
Three Brothers, standing to the north of
Taree, at a height of 1,900 feet.

There are three headlands on the coast
between Farquhar Inlet and Halliday’s
Point, and the geology of this part is
well illustrated by the excellent cliff
sections that are to be seen. Geologically
speaking, this part is quite old. It is
referred to as Lower Carboniferous, that is,
it belongs to the fifth division of the second
great era in geological time, the Palzozoic
era.  Usually the close of each of these
time divisions was marked by great earth
convulsions, resulting in the raising of
parts beneath the sea, the submergence
of dry land, and the folding and crushing
of apparently rigid rocks by reason of
the stresses and strains imposed upon them,

Evidently the rocks in this part have
been subjected to some influences of this
sort. At one place there is a distinet
break or fault, where the elastic limit of
these rocks was exceeded in that far-off
time, In another part there is a sharply
folded inverted V, or anticline as it is

called. Tt is so sharp that it must alnjg,
have reached its breaking point due {,
the strain that it suffered.

At Halliday’s Point the rocks have 4
fairly steep dip of about 45° in a genepy
east-west  direction. There is here ay
interesting example of what is known g
differential erosion. In the main thepe
are two rock types on this part of the cogst
and these are interstratified; the firgt,
a highly silicified shale, which by reasop
of its hardness is very resistant to erosion ;
the second, a fragmental rock and not
nearly as resistant. Some twenty-five
vards out from the headland a bed of this

tilted silicified shale stands out as g
prominent stack. The process of wave
erosion has removed the less resistant

strata between it and the mainland, so
that at high tide it is converted into an

island. The strata dip seaward, and, as
can be seen in one of the illustrations,

some fine swimming pools are to be found
between the parallel bands of rock.

CONCLUSION.

Many peaceful hours were spent in the
sunshine of these green and gold beaches
or in watching the summer lightning play
at dusk on the surface of the lagoon at
Saltwater. Yet Oxley, as he made his
way from Port Macquarie to Newcastle in
1818, found many difficulties in the way.
This band of travel-sore explorers had to
carry a small whale-boat on their backs for
the greater part of the journey in order {0
enable them to cross I-Iau‘ring'tunl;lmi
Farquhar Inlets, the two mouths of the
Manning, and also a great number of
coastal creeks.  Farquhar Inlet Wwas
certainly not blocked by a sand-bar I
those days. They had also to contend
with the blacks, who made an attack (_111
the party at a place near Cape H.:l“jl\(‘l-
Yet just as he reached his journey's €t
and importuned Governor Macquarie 1
the formal fashion of the times, so al r_;“'
close of my journey would I importune : i:r
reader in a like, if somewhat mlH(]“”“H:
manner, “ respectfully hoping that OB ¥
perusal and inspection of the jmlrllulh" =111}".
photographs of the expedition, that y
course I and my companion have purstes
will be honoured by your approbation
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Ethnological Notes

For some time past the Ethnological
GGalleries of this Museum have been under-
going revision at the hands of Miss K.

Bramell and Mr. F. D. McCarthy.
Considerable progress has been made

though much has yet to be done ere the
work is completed.

Exhibits of areas not hitherto repre-
sented are being prepared. The New
Hebrides exhibit is a new one, and
includes pottery, utensils, implements,

weapons, ornaments, baskets and mats,
and shell-money, but space does not
permit of the display of masks from these
islands.

A very fine series of spears and arrows
with beautifully carved barbs of bone and
wood. from New Hebrides, New Caledonia
and Fiji is ineluded.

Three examples—nine feet six inches,
eight feet six inches, and three feet in
length—of the large food bowls from the
Solomon Islands have been placed on
view in the case containing the Admiralty
Islands wooden bowls and dishes. They
are wooden, stained black, inlaid with
mother-of-pearl and clam shell in pleasing
patterns, and figures of birds and of
human heads are carved at each end.
Approximately one hundred new speci-
mens are to be added to the Solomon
Island exhibit in the near future.

Work is to commence shortly on the
Polynesian and Micronesian sections,
which are not at present on view. These
comprise some hundreds of specimens,
and when installed will make our display
fully representative of Oceania. A splen-
did series of ghark-teeth weapons and a
Suit of coir body-armour used by the
natives of the Gilbert Islands, and also a
““_mh('l' of fish-traps - from various
B{i(tl'(')lltlsizlll islands have been placed on
view,

Many new specimens of  pottery,
baskets, musical  instruments. and
Veapons have heen added to the African

section, and various weapons to the
Indian and Oriental sections.

A very fine specimen of a grave-post
from Melville Island, North Australia, on
loan from the National Research Couneil,
and also a grave-post of the Murngin
tribe, from Crocodile Island, have been
added to the Australian exhibit.

+* * * &

Three stone axes of unique workman-
ship have come into the possession of the
Museum. These were presented by Mr.
J. Taylor, Assistant District Officer of the
Mandated Territory of New Guinea, and
Mr. M. J. Leahy, who have l'(.‘(;t‘llﬂ}'
returned from a visit to the Mt. Hagen
district of Central New Guinea. The
axes consist of a working blade and two
fighting blades of remarkable thinness
and smoothness; all possess fine bevelled
edges. It is no wonder that the natives
regarded with comparative indifference
the steel axes offered to them in exchange
for food, seeing at first but little differ-
ence between the steel and the stone,

In addition to the axes were presented
three elaborately barbed spears with fur
orips, two head-dresses, one of parrot
feathers and one of cassowary plumes, a
man’s plaited belt, two armlets, and a
coloured clay whistle. The head-dress and
belt show considerable manual dexterity
and appreciation of colour; the spears
are so cleanly carved that they appear to
be executed with steel rather than with
stone tools.

k- * * 5%

Throughout Australia many places and

natural features have names derived from

the language of the aboriginal inhabi-
tants. Numbers of these and their mean-

ings have been recorded, but there must
be many others which have not yet heen
listed. We should be glad to get informa-
tion on this subject from those who are
in a position to supply reliable particn-
lars regarding aboriginal place names
and their meanings,
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I Wip New Brrraix.  The Story of purchase, and the subjugated position of

Benjamin Danks, Pioneer Missionary.
293 pp. Angus & Robertson Ltd. 6s.

The natives of the Bismarck Archi-
pelago have always had an evil reputa-
tion, and the many references given in
this book to the interminable fighting
between the villages, to cannibalism, and
to their outbursts of unbridled passion
and cruelty substantiate this impression.
Although the lower jaw bone of the
vietim was kept for the purpose of dis-
play the tribesmen acquired a taste for
human flesh, and often killed their
enemies for the purpose of securing it;
they ate all their victims, while surplus
flesh was traded amongst friendly
villages.

To be given the task of establishing a
mission station amogst these people was
the lot of the Rev. George Brown and
Rev. Benjamin Danks, and their wives,
in the early ‘seventies and the account is
typical of the work of the pioneer
missions in Melanesia and New Guinea.
It is a story of great courage and self-
cacrifice. One realizes the fervour with
which the missionary serves the cause to
which he has devoted his life when one
reads of the constant danger to which
he is exposed, living and working in
fover-ridden areas, amongst inhospitable
savages. The unremitting patience of
Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Danks, even though
they were in constant ill-health, arouses
our deepest admiration. One is impressed,
too, by the ability and faithfulness of the
Samoan and Fijian teachers, who per-
formed valuable work in the villages in
which they lived.

Many aspects of native life, of which
the missionary disapproves, are described,

«uch as warfare, cannibalism, wife-

the women. The response of the natiyey
to the attempts made to induce them ¢t
abandon these practices, to live in peace,
and to embrace the teachings of the [oty,
is related in a most absorbing manner,
The deceitful and inconsiderate treatment
of the natives by many of the traders
and recruiters is deplored by the author,
and to this cause, a great deal of unrest
in the villages and the murders of white
men by the natives, is to be attributeq.
F.D.McC,

BrLixky BinnL: Tae Quaint LiTTLe Aus
TRALIAN. Story and Illustrations by
Dorothy Wall. 4to., pp. 60. Anguy
& Robertson Ltd., Sydney; 1933,
Price 4s. 6d.

This delightful book for children deals
with that little fellow to he met with only
in  Australia—the Koala introducing
him at birth and carrying him through
that turbulent period in which, in his
propensity for mischief and the seeking
of adventure, he resembles his human
parallel, the small boy.

The engaging little Dbear himself, as
well as the other quaint characters such
as Angelina Wallaby and Mr. Wombat,
are amusingly depicted in the authors
own profuse and charming illustrations.

Miss Wall makes an unobtrusive appeal
for Thp protection of these harmless and
fascinating creatures, the Koalas, which
have been go shamefully treated that they
are now comparatively rare.

' This entertaining hook is an ideal gift

for the young, and no doubt children of

a larger growth will also derive pleasuré

from its perusal.

NAaNoy B. ApAaMs.



