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Among the mists on the road to Mount Bithongabel.
Mr. Tom O’Reilly resting on his brush heck looks at the
Old Manr's Beard Moss hanging from the trees.

- | Photo—d, Musgrare.

Macpherson Range provide some of the most
wonderful scenery in Australia.

The road led through dense forest country
at the head of Moran's Creek and the left
branch of the Albert River, and passed
through one of the O'Reilly selections. In a
hut on this selection, Mr. 8. Jackson, the
well-known bird collector for the late H. L.
White, of ** Belitrees,” Scone, lived while
studying the bird life of the Queensland
National Park. Mr. Jackson named the
hut ** The Ark.” because it rained for forty
days and fo ty nights while he was camped
init. Itisabout six miles from the O'Reillys’
house to the border, and the track has been
cleared by the O'Reillys, though we fre-
quently came across windfallen trees and a
track had to be made around them to permit
the horses to get past.

At 3,500 feet we came to the beech forests ;
the trees here were ** bearded with moss,”
and massive and venerable in appearance.
As we nearsd Mount Bithongabel we turned
off to the left, and eventually arrived at Mount
Wanungera, 4,000 feet in height. Here we
emerged from a wonderful grove of beeches
to gaze down into the Valley of the Tweed.

On a second visit to the border we e,
rewarded with glorious views from Moy,
Bithongabel and could even see the wayeg of
the Pacific breaking in the distance, 7y,
Macpherson Range here is S-shaped apg
sends out spurs =o that a perfect maze o
mountains is the result, all densely woodeg
no matter how sheer their sides may b
On our left lay Mount Merino, on our right
was Mount Cominan, 3,100 feet, Mount
Durigan, 3,550 feet, Mount Throakban, 3 67)
feet, which sends out a spur to Widgee
Mountain, and Mount Worendo, 3,640 feet,
connected. by a ridge with Razor-hack Moun.
tain. Ahead of us in New South Wales lay
Mount Warning. The right branch of the
Albert River rises near Mount Durigan, and
the source of the le't branch of the Albert is
near Mounts Eithongabel and Cominan,

THE

ANTARCTIC BEECH.

The most interesting tree in the Queensland
National Park. is the Antarctic Beech as they
call it, but which in New South Wales i
known as the Negro Head, Nothofayus
moorei .

This tree occurs only above an altitude of
3,500 feet. and in New South Wales is found
at Barrington Tops, the Dorrigo, and other
elevated spots in the North Coast district.

In some of the trees at Robert’s Plateau,
the girth at the butt was from 30 to 40 feet.
but their innermost parts were usnally
decayed and eaten away, giving rise to dark
mysterious cavities filled with rot ting debiis.
These trees are reputed to be of tremendous
age, 3.000 years is one estimate, and though
these figures may be exaggerated, the trees
certainly impress one as being of greal
antiquity. They are the veterans of count:
less storms, their limbs weighed down with
Beech Orchids, Dendrobiwm falcorostrum, and
their trunks covered with mosses and ferns.

One which I photographed at Mt. Wan-
ungera had its base large and solid, the trunk
being quite slender in proportion to the basal
part. According to Mr. O Reilly, this con
dition indicated that the ground was formerly
higher than it is now, but the earth has been
washed away leaving the roots o,\‘puﬁt’(l»
This feature is quite common among the
beeches and some of the roots are from
twelve to fifteen feet from the ground.

The dark-green foliage of the beeches was
not seen to ;—1.([\';]__[““.(_[‘(.» in the dense forest;
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The Antarctic Beech Trees Nothofagus moorei are
extremely old and their bases and limbs are bearded
with moss and ferns. The earth has been washed away
from their roots, leaving them exposed.
[Photo—d . Musgrare.

but once out at the elearing at Mt. Wanungera
or Mt. Bithongabel, one was able to get some
idea of the graceful appearance of the tree
and the extent of its foliage. The leaves of
the beeches were attacked by a small metallic
creen  Scarabaeid  beetle,  Diphucephala
richmo: dia, hardly a single leaf cecurring
which was not damaged to some extent by
the heetle.

THE QUEENSLAND WARATAH.

On the slopes of the mountains of the New
South Wales horder, we saw growing the
heautiful Queensland Waratah (Embothriwm
wickhami var. pinnata), a plant which occurs
in New South Wales in the Dorrigo, and
which is known also as the Red Silky Oak.
It is placed in a different genus to that of the
New South Wales waratah, and grows to be
quite a tall tree. The flowers grow in
bunches, and, being scarlet in colour, make
quite a heautiful sight against the dark
foliage of the beeches. The plant was first
described from specimens taken at Bellenden
Ker in north Queensland. It was then
found growing in the Dorrigo, N. S. Wales,
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and has sinece been noted from the Mae-

pherson Range.
THE RUFOUS SCRUB BIRD.

The dense jungle near the Border is the
home of two rare and interesting birds, the
Rufous Scrub Bird and the Olive Whistler,
which possess respectively the brichtest and
the most mournful notes of all the birds
frequenting these damp moss-clad forests.

The Rufous Serub Bird is about the size
of a robin. and occurs only in mountainous
country where the jungle is densest. My
first meeting with it had been at Blue Gum
Knob in the Upper Chichester Valley, near
Dungog, some years ago. where through the
zeal of my friend Mr..J. S. P. Ramsay, son of
Dr. E. P. Ramsay, who first desciibed the
bird, 1 was able to have a few momentary
climpses of this avian rarity. The bird
frequenting the Queensland National Park
was considered by the late Mr. H. L.. White
to constitute a new sub-species, and he gave
it the name of Atrichornis rufescens sub-sp.
jacksoni, in honour of the collector Mr. Sid.
W. Jackson.

To get even a glimpse of this tiny bird is a
distinet achievement, and few ornithologists

The Waratah

Queensland
var. pinnata , which grows among the beech trees on
the slopes of the Macpherson Range at an altitude of
4000 feet,
|Photo—2 ,

Embothrium wickhami

M ousiiqve.
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have set eyes on it. Hopping always under
the leaves of low-growing plants and by the
sides of logs, it never exposes itself unneces-
sarily for an instant. Its movements are
very mouse-like, as Mr. A, H. Chisholm and
Mr. 8. W. Jackson, who have studied it here,
have pointed out.

On the road to the border we had the good
fortune to hear and see the Scrub Bird, and
Mr. Gilbert, who is a keen ornithologist, was
able to make its acquaintance for the first
time.

The notes of the Scrub Bird are very loud,
out of all proportion to the size of the
bird, and the scrubs resound when the bird
gives forth its ringing, deafening call of
““ Chip, Chip, Chip, Chip.”

THE OLIVE WHISTLER.

Among the beech forests we also heard the
mournful notes of the Olive Whistler,
Pachycephala olivacea. This bird occurs in
Tasmania as well as the eastern Australian
States, but the form occurring in the Mac-
pherson Ranges is regarded as a sub-
species, macphersonianus. In The Emu for

April, 1921, Mr. Jackson gives an in.t-creat,ing
account of his field experiences with theg
birds. Of its song he says: = The bird haq
a variety of notes. One very sweet one wag
a slow, soft, and long-drawn-out call resen.
bling * P-e-e-p - p-0-0-0-0." These notes were
rendered slowly, and the ‘P-e-e-p’ yyq
rather high pitched, while the ‘ P-0-0-0.9°
was a low note . .7 Unlike Mr. Jackson we
were not privileged to see the bird, but its
sad and weary cries of ** Pee-po ™ haunteq
us as we rode among the rotting trunks of the
beeches on the way to the border.

* * * *

Such then are some of the wonders of the
Macpherson Range awaiting those who care
to venture in quest of them. This wonderful
National Park, which fortunately is so far
distant from any large town that its natural
beauties are untarnished, stands as a monu-
ment to those far-seeing people who were
responsible for its reservation. To the late
Hon. H. M. Collins, and to Mr. Romeo Lahey
is due the credit for the preservation for
posterity of this unique piece of Australia.



