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put·poses. It extends .into Kcw 
South Wales as far sout.h as the 
Bell enger River. 

The big · · Lonesome Pine · · 
near the O'Reill ys· was measured 
by Mr. Gilbert, and the trunk 
was found to he �~� feet 8 inch<'s 
in diameter , and l 0 feet 11 inches 
h1 circumference. Its branches 
were laden \\'ith many epiphytic 
p lants. 

GENERAL TOPOGRAPHY. 

A week after our arri val at 
Rober t · s Plateau we awoke one 
morning to find the sun shining 
on the distant mountains. From 
the verandah we could see 'Mount 
Lindesay, 4,000 feet, n1ount Bar­
ney, 4,300 feet, Mount �H�u �n�t�l�e �~�7 �,� 
4 ,200 feet, Spicer's Peak ancl 
Mount Maroon away in the dis­
t ance, while nearer Hunter's 
Lookout, Castle Rock, and the 
spurs given off £Tom Razor-back 
Mountain and Widgee Mount.ain 
showed plainly in the rays of the 
morning sun. 

Moran's Falls, 300 feet hi gh, b y means o f which the waters of 
Mora.n's Creek leave Robert's Plateau on their way to j oin the 

A lbert River. 

On the northern side of thc 
ridge on which the house is placed , 
the ground slopes away to Can­
ungra Creek and we looked over 
a perfect maze of mountains and 
ravines towards Tambourine 
Mountain, Mount " ' itheren and 
t he distant Pacific . 

f Photo.- A. M 1u;{1rave. 

of variety to the scenery . The average height 
of the Hoop pine is said to be 150 feet , so it is 
singularl y appropriate t hat such a g iant 
among the trees of t he P ark should bear for 
its specific name t ha t of i ts discoverer. 
Ouring his :fi rst overland journey in 1827 , 
dming ,June of that year , Allan Cunningha.m 
wrote: .. Dense hrushy �f �o�r�e�~�t�s�,� clothing the 
bases of the lateral ridges, immediat ely over­
hanging our encampment, were producti ve 
of a number of cul'ious p lants not before 
known, and it was in these shades I fir st. 
clearly and satisfactoril y recognised the 
Pine (Araucarin) which I had formerly 
observed in �g �r �e�a �t �e �~� numbers in the dark 
brushes of t he Brisbane R iver. " The Hoop 
pine is one of our most useful t rees ; it has 
been the butter box producer for New South 
Wales in t he past., and has been pu t to ot her 

I n the valley between Hunter's Lookout 
and the spur on whlch t he house stands, 
fl ows Mm·an·s Creek , which ri ses in the 
Ranges not far away. The scrub has been 
permitted to stand in the creek bed and 
here we saw trees festooned with vines 
and laden with orchids and ferns. Moran·s 
Creek leaves the plateau by falling 300 
feet into Moran's Gorge and it ul timately 
junctions with the Albert River ; the Creek 
was in f1ood when I secured the photograph, 
owing t o t he week's constant rain, and the 
fall s looked magnificent as a result. 

T he :fi rst day after the week's almost con­
t inuous downpour, Mr. Tom O'Reill y led a 
party consisting of the three Illi dge boys, 
Mr_ Gil bert and myself to the mountains of 
the New South Wales border. The views 
into New South Wales from the peaks of the 
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Amon~ t he mists on the roaj to Mount Bithong abe l. 
Mr. Tom O'Rclllv resting on hjs brus h book looks at the 

Old Man's Beard Moss hangin~ from t he trees . 
· 1 Photo-A . .1/usyrane. 

::\Iacpherson Range prmide t:ome of the most 
Ymndcdul scenery in Australia. 

The road led through dense forest country 
at the hmv1 of Moran· s Cr eek and the left 
branch of the Atbert River , and passed 
through one of the O'Reilly selections. In a 
hut on this selection , :Nir. S. tfackson , the 
,,.<.'ll-lmown biJ:d collector for the late H. L. 
vVhite, of ·· Belltrees,·' Rcone, lived while 
studying the bird life of the Queensland 
"Xational Park. i\fr. J ackson named the 
hut ··The Ark,"' because it. rained for forty 
da~Ts and fo ty night: while he was camped 
Ln ·i t. It is about six miles from the O'Reillys' 
hou e to the border . and the track has been 
cleared by the O'R cillys, though we fre­
quently came acro~s windfallen t rees and a 
track had to be made around them to permit 
the horses to get past. 

At 3,500 feet we came to the beech forests; 
the trees here were '·bearded with moss," 
and massive and venerable in appearance. 
As we near~d ·Mount Bitbongabe1 we turned 
off to t he left, and eventually arrived at l\llount 
Wanungera, 4,000 feet in height. H ere we 
emerged from a wonderful grove of beeches 
to gaze down into the Va1ley of the Tweed. 

--· 
On a soconcl v isit. to th? IJc)l'(l<•r we we1e 

r ewarded with g lonouB vlews fl-om )fount 
Bithoncrabcl and could even Hcc the waves of 
the Pa~ifio breaking in the distance. l'he 
l\1a cphcrson R ange here is ,'.shaped and 
sends out spu rs eo that n perfect maze of 
mountains is t he r esult , all densely wooded., 
no matter how sheer their sides may be. 
On our left la~1 Mount Merino, on onr right 
was 1\t[ount Cominan, 3,100 feet, ~Iount 
Ourigan; :~ ,550 feet, l\1ount Throakban, :~ ,6iO 
feet, which send: out a . pur to Widgee 
1\i ountaio, and :l\Iount Worenclo, 3,640 feet, 
connected by a 1idge wit.h Razor-hack l\Ioun. 
tain. Ahead of u. in New South Wale" lav 
:\1onn t Warning. T he right branch of th.e 
Alber t R iver rises n ear Mount Durigan, and 
t he source of the l e~t b1anch of tl1e Albert is 
near :Mounts Eithongahel and Comjnan. 

T HE .-\.NTARCTIC BEECII. 

The most interesting tree in the Queensland 
National Park~ is the Antarctic Beech as they 
call it, but whir;h in New Routll Wa~es is 
known as the Negro H ead, ~Yothofagus 
moore? . 

This tree occurs only above an altitude of 
3,500 feet , and in New 1 outh vVa,les is found 
at Barrington Tops, the Dorrigo, and other 
elevated spots in t he North Coast district. 

IJl some of t he trees at R obert"s Plateau. 
t he girth at t he butt \vas from 30 to -!0 feet. 
but their innermost parts were usually 
decayerl and ea.tcn away, giving rise to dark. 
mysterious cavities filled with rotting clebri · 
These trees are r eputed to be of tremendotr· 
age, 3,000 years is one estimate, and though 
these :figuTes may be exaggerated, the trees 
certainly impress one as being of great 
antiquity . They are t he veterans of count· 
less storms, t heir limbs weighed down .rith 
Beech Orchids, Dendrobi~tm.falcoro lmm, a1HI 
their trunks covered with mosses and ferns. 

One which I photographed at l\[t. Wan· 
ungera had its base large and solid, the t.rnnk 
being q uite slender in proportion to the basal 
part. According to .l\Lr. O"R.eilly, this con· 
clition indicated that the crround '~'as formerlY 

0 

higher than it is now, but t he earth has been 
washed away 1ea.ving t he roots exposed. 
This feature is quite common among tbe 
beeche& and some of the roots !\1"0 front 
twelve to fifteen feet, front t he ground. 

The dark -green fo lia.g of t.h.c beorhrs was 
not seen to ad vant.}l.ge in t hr rlt~nst> fon'st, 



The Antarctic Beech Trees N othofag us moorei are 
extremely old and their bases and limbs are bearded 
wi1 h moss a nd ferns . The earth has been washed away 

from t heir roots, leaving 1bem exposed. 
l Phot :>- A. J/ w~yra ve. 

but once out at the clearing at 1\It. vVanungera 
or )It. Bithongabel, one \vas able to get. some 
idea of the graceful appearance of the tree 
and tlu• extent of its foliage. The leaves of 
the beeches were attacked by a Bmall metallic 
gl'een , 'carabaeid beetle, D1:phucephala 
richmo d£a , harclly a single leaf e;ccurring 
which was not damaged to some extent by 
the bret le. 

THE QCEE:\SLAND W ... \ RAT.•\lf . 

On the slopes of the mountains of the Ne\Y 
Routh ·wales horder, we saw growing t h<' 
beautiful Quec:nsland vVaratah (En1botlvrium, 
wirkhami var . pinnal a), a plant which occurs 
in Now South V\-ales jn t he: D orrigo, and 
which is kno\\TJl also as t he Reel Hi lky Oak. 
It LS placed in a di fferent gen us to that of the 
New I 'outh vValcs ·waratah, and gi'(Y\\'S to be 
quite a tall tree . The flowet s g r ow in 
bunches. and beina scarlet in rolour , make > 0 

qui te a beautiful ~ight a~ainst. t h e dark 
foliage of the beeches. The plant was filst 
described ft om specimens ta.kcn at Bellenden 
Ker in north Queensland. Jt was then 
foun(l gl'owing in the D o1·rigo, N . R. \!Vales, 
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and has since heen notc:d fl·om the :\Iac­
phe:·son Range. 

Tlm RUFOUS :-5CR VH THRD. 

The dense jungle near the B01dc:r is the 
homo of two rare and interesting bird:, the 
RHfou.s Rcrub Bird and the Olire v\'histler, 
which possess respecti ,•ely the brightest and 
the most momnfu 1 notes of all the bii ds 
f req uenting t hese damp moss-clad forests. 

'fhc Hnfous 1.'crub 1:3ird is about the size 
of a robin. and occms on lv in mountainous 
country \rhcre the j ungl~· is densc!'t. :\Iy 
fi rst meeting with it had be0n at Blue Gum 
Knob in the Upper Chichester \'alley, near 
Dungog, some years ago, where through the 
zeal of my friend l\Ir . . f. f ' . P. Ramsay, son of 
Dr. E. P . Ramsay, who first dcsctibecl the 
bird, I was able to ha,·c a. few momentary 
glimpses of this a,·ian ra!ity . The bird 
frequenting the Queensland National Park 
was considered by the late l\Ir. H. L. White 
to constitute a new su b-species, and he gaYe 
it the n a me of At1·-ichornis rujPEcen.s sub-sp . 
jacksoni1 in honour of the co llector :J[r . 1 'id. 
W . .Tackson. 

To get even a glimpse of this tiny bird is a 
distinct achievement, and fl:'w ornithologists 

The Q ueens land Waratah Embol hrium wickhami 
var. pinn a1a , which g r o"s among the beech trees on 
1he s lopes o f the Macpherson Ran~e a t a n alti tude of 

4000 feet. 
[ l'l1olo-...t . .l/ 111'(/.ll l't'. 
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have set eyes on it. Hopping always under 
the leaves of low-growing plants and by the 
sides of logs, it never exposes itself unneces­
sarily for an instant. Its movements are 
very mouse-like, as Mr. A. H. Chisholm and 
Mr. S. \IV. Jackson, who have studied it here, 
have pointed out. 

On the road to the border we had the good 
fortune to hear and see the Scrub Bird, and 
lVIr. Gilbert, who is a keen ornit hologist, was 
able to make its acquaintance for the first 
time. 

The notes of the Scrub Bird are very loud, 
out of all proportion to the size of the 
bird, and the scrubs resound when the bird 
gives forth its ringing, deafening call of 
"Chip, Chip, Chip, Chip .. , 

THE OLIVE \"VRISTLER. 

Among t he beech forests we also heard the 
moumful notes of the Olive WlUstler, 
Pachycephala olivacea. This bird occurs in 
Tasmania as well as the eastern Australian 
States, but the form occurring in the Mac­
pherson Ranges is regarded as a sub­
s pecies, macphersonianus. In The Emu for 

-
April, l 921, Mr .. Jack~on gi.vcs an in.torcating 
account of his field ex pcncnccs w1th these 
birds. Of its song he says : .. The bird had 
a variety of notes. One very sweet one was 
a slow soft and long-drawn-out call rcsem-

' ' ' Th blinO' ' P -e-e-p - p-o-o-o-o. ese notes were 
rend:"'ered slowly, and t he ' P-e-e-p' was 
rather high pitched, while the ' P-o-o-o-o ' 
was a low note .. " Unlike Mr. Jackson we 
were not privileged to see the bird. but its 
sad and weary cries of " Pee-po " haunted 
us as we rode among the rotting trunks of the 
beeches on the way to the border. 

* * * * 
Such then are some of the wonders of the 

Macpherson Range awaiting t hose who care 
to venture in quest of them. This wonderful 
National Park, which fortunately is so far 
distant from any large town that its natural 
beauties are untarnished, stands as a monu· 
ment to those far -seeing people who were 
responsible for its reservation. To the late 
Hon. H. M. Collins, and to lVfr. Rorneo Lahey 
is due the credit for the preservation for 
posterity of this unique pie9e of Australia. 


