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‘| was intense heat everywhere. In the streets, in the
.| office, and in the house, the air was mercilerssly
: orpressive Mr. Rus»sell when seen, stated that

— e MMM*.‘**M-{M

THE HOTTEST DAY OF THE SEASON.

An extensive monsoonal disturbance which
spread over the colony yesterday resulted in a
great change in the meteorological conditions.

| Instead of cool southerly breezes and bright erisp
| weather, hot northerly winds and dull hazy |!
.| weather prevailed. The clouds were electrically
| charged, and thunderstorms were frequent,

though none were accompanied by rain. The

' change was very marked at Sydney. Very light

north-westerly and westerly airs were experi-
enced, and the temperature actually rose to 86
degrees, being 22 degrees higher than the previ-
ous day’s record. This is the highest reading re-
corded so far this season. In the country there
was also a decided rise. Bourke reported 98.5
degrees, Wilcannia 95 degrees, Hay 94.8 degrees,
Wentworth 94 degrees, Dubbo 91 degrees, Moruya
90 degrees, and Wollongong 90 degrees.

e S DA g e S

THE HEAT WAVE
ey ‘
SCORCHING WESTERLIES,

4

A TEMPERATURE OF 97.5.

THE OCTOBER RECORDS.

Saturday was the hotlest day of the season.
The maximum temperature was 97.5. :
A fierce scorching westerly swept the city. There

it was almost a record so far as heat goes for the
month of October. The Observatory records,
covering a period of 42 years, only contain two

|
S a«@ﬂ dwﬂ / eluab/rafv%

{

B L i g s -

readings for October that beat Saturday’s figures. f
On October 24, 1867, the thermometer went up to

98.1, and on October 19, 1898 the record was 99.7.

(r

. St i) e 'P-
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On Thursday last the wind ‘at Sydney came
away from the westward, and the temperature
climbed up to 86 degrees, an advance of about 20
degrees on the previous day’s record. Then on
Friday the wind being still westerly the thermo-
meter reached 85.2, a fairly trying measure of
heat. 'On Saturday the temperature took another
big rise, and, as stated, reached 97.5. The morn-

|ing, said Mr. Russell, began well, being fairly

cool, with the thermometer at 57.5 as a minimum.
At 9 a.m. the wind 'was light from the eastward,
and the temperature only 68.2. At 11.}0' the
wind shifted to north-west, and the temperature
began to rise rapidly. From the very start the
wind was strong, the velocity being some 25 miles
an bour for the first hour. Later it developed
into a howling gale, and between 2 and 2.30 re-
corded 38 miles an hour, with fierce gusts which
reached as high a velocity as 54 miles an hour.
As for dust, it was everywhere, and thick enough
to obscure almost everything. All the afternoon
the temperature was over 90 degrees, and the sun

f
:
:

t
z
|

set without appreciable relief. It was not till'.;
b

3.3C a.m. yesterday that a light southerly air cama
up, accompanied by a few drops of rain which
cooled the air. This change only lasted a couple
of Lours, but it managed to bring the temperature
down to 68 degrees. At 7.30 a.m. the wind work-
ed back to north-west, so that at 9 o’clock the
thermometer was at 80.8 degrees. At 10 o'clock

1
{

|

the wind cha’gcd to south-west, and varied ba- °

tween south-west and west-south-west for the
rest of the day. Though not so strong as cn
Saturday, it proved fairly boisterous during the
afternoon, and the temperature got up to 90 da-
grees. Then a change to the southward broaght
a welecome relief, and last night it was-fairly cool,
with indications of rain.

Sydney was lightly treated in comparison with
the far West. There the corditions were simply
awful, and under the influence of the scorching
westerly winds everything that was green died
and withered away like as if a fire had swept over

| the country. Indeed, fires have been raging at
many parts of the colony. Wanaaring reported

on Saturday evening:—‘‘Dust storm from west

|all day. At 4 p.m. very strong gale. Thermo-
| meter, 104 degrees. Now cloudy and close.” At

Bourke the temperature reached 105 on Saturday,
and Walgett recorded 133 degrees.  Telegrams
received last night showed that the heat wave
still continued. '
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THE YORKSHIREMAN'S TOAST.

The Yorkshireman’s toast looks at least cheerfuyl [85]
and good-natured on a Christmas card :-—

Here's tiv us, all on us, ¥ Me t'é'o -
May we niver want nowt, noan on us,
Nor me nauther!

——
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NOTES BY MR, H, ©. RUSSELI. (&

ray

¢ Mr. H. C. Russell, the Government astrono- | s
- | mer, writing about “the great thunderstorm of | a
I January 21,"” says: “Heavy threatening clouds | U
drifted about during the day. At 4.50 p.m. a
heavy shower fell; at 7.30 p.m. distant thunder
could be heard, and over the Observatory three t
iayers of clouds were drifting one over the
‘othér, some from south-east, others froem north-
caft, and others again to north. The storm to
g -west began to.rol, and vivid flashes ofh%
lightning brightened the sky. As it moved tao by
| the* north, and passed over Mount Victoria, i
a heavy storm resulted. At 9.30 the flashes f"
1 | were vivid, and chiefy towards the Wawkes- | 1f
bupy. At 10.12 p.m. a vivid flash broke over |
Sydney, and light rain fell. The lightning
. | “ashes seemed to get nearer and nearer, and at
L [ six minutes past 10 a tremendous peal of thun-
t. | der broke over the Observatory tower. Rain
E',s poured down heavier than I have ever seen he-
fore. The rain recorder for the first time had
t, | to record rain falling at the rate of 8.40in. per
jo | Bour for 20 minutes. The whole shower lasted
21 50 minutes, and totalled 2.40in. "The record,
€S 1 8.40in, per hour, is the heaviest on record. The |
he | three previous highest each gave a rate of 6in, |
per hour.” . ' T g
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POSILS UL Drau sassss coesses : ;
The reclamation works at the head of Mos-

man’s Bay—the newly-formed Reid Park—ex-

hibit conspicuous signs of the stress of weather.

" The retaining ‘wall, for the second time in the

course of a few weeks, carried away, and a vast

gquantity of sand, which had been pumped into

the park by the suction dredge ‘‘Groper,” found

its way back through the aperture into the har-

bor. It is probably not tco much to say that the

‘work of months was undone. Close by, in

Avenue-road, the rush of water down the incline

tore up the roadway, and left the tram line

sleepers bare in places, and it is to be expected

that the experience will further the project of

asphalting -or wood blocking the thoroughfare.

In other parts of the suburb there was, of course,
damage to gardens and buildings, but nothing of

. a sensational character. _ "

=5\ Tl There was. a g20od deal of destruction in the

Boat
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THE NATURALISTS CL.UB,

The usual monthly meeting -of the Niituralists®
Club was held on Monday, Mr. A. H. 8. Lucas be- 3
ing in the chair. The feature of the even ing was a

lecture on ‘“The Sharks and Rays of New South
Wales,” by Mr. E. R. Waite, F.L.S., ichthyologist
at the Museum. The lecturer detailed the pecu-
liarities and history of the various smecies of
sharks that abound in the coves along 1:he coast,
and with the aid of about 50 lantern siides was
able to show his audience the different! types of
the marine monsters. He also stated that the
sharks were largely attracted to the hartsor by the
refuse deposited therein. As the sewe¢irage sys-
tem became more in vogue, the daniger from
eharks would be reduced, but a consideirable time
must elapse before the people of Sydney and its
surroundings could enjoy the immunity such as
the aboriginals experienced 150 years aguo.

7 fAen Qe A

J

lalle awx

Aa A Ao A h

=
e

f ,:%Q/‘() -

J e AR

o/

fronc

fm‘

e

bgo,

_‘szj.u‘ﬂu aft Sl .

7.//uw‘7.
592//%0_«' Seec

S

3

022]




*Ki&& Mﬁ Q/M Q¢ r/a,« ﬁ;% =

v@aezwteo(; @/Q(_(EJ %

ﬂmmw Qrele cpela
[(7021002/\ (/:{2 Ci/no(._

/?M}f{? @Lc }U@(i fqm
(4D o .

tccer Lone L
o 5‘71
Tle Coll Zzav o
’4&14‘ Qo ( fg!(a,()._
Y PR fde £¢¢6C(L¢) /-u/(‘
. //amo(, P IA
l/ A-l’/\mc Ay
tectio s Sé'd,e% 2o Fok
/ ﬂlﬂd«a Y€ (O ceec ﬁrv
Séaue, i Cene o,

o CGoveler o

ok ‘Ezz;] |



La we o ,{P(of’/g'(l P loie,
o &c-r/ﬁei !

/0. St .
ﬁaw(au,

/- Az
fave (Hibelp * 2o
*or ol Alobg, (o
il bl Bf7 Mol
Carclocico i 5 Yol
¥ Ereoyts * coloed

Yaed ecs h(_cww

Iy %46 LS. XSal

- [24]




< 7001 A
/3 Tee/s
(Ceeecved Wttt

Walta (Jatlx
e, b Teeeday, Mo
' e a7(d?n‘£d 72 "7& |
EpecsSve  frv Mo Taun .
13 e A |
s’?é@“@é ol doedlecey
//m’h—x e zi'(f‘”c(cq i (E(‘
744.%‘&},6- /‘1‘34/%( ‘&[(LdM,
R, Pres Ncernr el -
Bougtle [ flales. gy

caamames

e S L




JLL . ;/7l£¢c 24.

ook Coreecc @ I S /L“"‘.K“Q"( .
‘é j@zfeh.la—l‘, - &MZ}%&D
Az oy 4- Cce {%{ |
leveate

=5 %M Kee (‘{’lc'c,q)pLLS -
ot Ao Vafller o~
o€ [fae [l >
O Vawae Hch J

:_/% fPale frou @r&m

|




’ leee wed /J/n»fu-/ molle e
“« w (3azat~41¢§5 :

[ See Tl ‘7’ jo * (6% ,)

ﬂ@/ém.m A.ff*‘ aﬁ“‘ € / Q(QMLA}

("@eaacmag Zur(i > Na

aéaf'd Lariecd c%ﬂ{‘@_(&(q 1T

/b Sat
/Uéu( /L: Jdee /%.G 7L Z‘ZQ

A Q’(—dur/'J/ ff

: AN EXTRAORDINARY
| CATCH. |

Last Sunday Mr. John Hagan, of Chippendale,
was fishing at Watson’s Bay from a boat. Sud-
denly Mr, Hagan felt a strong tug at his line, and
thinking he had a fine large fish on the hook he
hauled in, and, to his astonishment, he found that
he had secured, not a fish, but a real shell turtle.
The line he used was a very fine waterproof one,
which he had purchased at the establishment of
Mr. Mick Simmons, and attached to it was a small
blackfish hook, bought from the same emporium.
The fact that the turtle turns the scale at a little
over 301b proves that the fishing lines sold by Mr.
Simmons are of exceptional quality. Mr. Hagan
has made a statutory declargtion as to the fact
of his catching the turtle, and as to the line he
used on the occasion. The turtle .can be seen at
the head establishment of Mr. Mick Simmons, in
the Haymarket, where it is at present in the yard,
pending the construction of a glass case, when it
will be exhibited in the window. The turtle was, |
,when the reporter saw it, well, lively, and hearty, |-
t R T S T T e s Ly
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LECTURE ON SHARKS AND
RAYS, .

A lecture om * Sharks and Rays’’ was delivered to 2
large gathering at the Amateur Fisheramen’s Associa-
tion clubroom, Queen’s Hall, Pitt-street, last night,

by Mr. E. R. Wa'te, F.L.5S. Cavtain A. Spain,
| rresident of the association, eccupied the chair,

Mr. Waite spoke for an hour on the fishes which

formed the subject of his lecture. He was aided in |

his remarks by 1antern slides thrown unon a screen,
The lecture imeinded olservations upon the Port

| Jackson suark, the spotted cat-shark, the zebra fish,
| the biind shark, the wobagong or carpet shark re-

ssinbling seaweed, the remora or sucking fish, with
its disc of curious suckers, which are turned to ad.
vautage in Torres Straits by the natives for the cap-
ture of turtle ; the school” shark, the tiger shark, the
blue and Vlue pointer sharks, the baimmer-head, the
grey nurse (a most dangerous and voracious fish), the
white poiuter, called by the French the requiem,
the sawfish, and the connecting link between the
sharks and rays, the angel or mouk fish, Under the
beadiog of rays the sh ovel-nose, skate, sting,

| stingersi, numb-fish, butterfly, eagle ana manrta rays,

snd a new species were graphically described. A

| hearty vote of thanks was accorded ths lecturer,

At the after procesdings, Mr. G. Hollingdule was
presented with the Incegnito rod, won by him 1n a

| #ix months’ competition. Mr., J, Bebb was the recipi-

eut of a handsome travelling companion, a trophy
presented by  E pluribus unum,” and Mr. Malcolm

| Ross was presented with a certificate recording his

title as chawmpion of the club for the year, A smoke

concert concluded the proceedings,
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AMATEUR FISHERMEN,

LECTURE ON SHARKS AND RAYS.

Mr. B. R. Waite, F.L.S., lectured last even-
ing to a large gathering at the Amateur Fish-
ermen’s Association’s club-room, Queen’s-hall,

Pitt-street. The president, Captain A. Spain,
occupied the chair. '

The lecturer illustrated his remarks by the
aid of lantern slides on a screen, and described
some of the better-known varieties of the
shark and ray family, as well as some recently-
discovered specimens. He pointed out that the
blue pointer, grey nurse, and tiger sharks
were dangerous, and that some of the rays were
quite as formidable. One ray could swallow
a man whole. The lecturer was accorded a vote
of thanks.

During an intermission trophies were pre-
sented to members who had won them. Mr. G.
Hollingdale received the “jncognito’’ rod, valued
at £7 10s, won by him in a six months’ com-
petition at the Hawkesbury River. Mr. J.
Bebb received a trophy, presented by “E
Pluribus Unum;”’ and Mr. Malcolm Ross a cer-
tificate bearing the announcement that he had
won the title of “champion of the club” for the
year. The after-proceedings took the form of
a smoke concert, varied with convivialities ap-
propriate to a gathering of sportsmen.

é -S cc

&(’tw wﬁﬁl/‘c,‘ élLLo()
Gl e flalt a
/5 er a0 Stheaaics

Neen
Rl Aoty ) oy i

™
—

L

>

I

J

£ 4
. (149]




| Hlabgraplod o et

leoce e g_ﬂ/(dit)(’ 2% Yo
-/xe LA.C& IAQN¢ cOe £
7 Yeven f'o-z/( (0 <l gy,

&WG‘) e e O . %

(2’%’2,0_0 e @ ( #UY /22
70(01&/& 0 fibccktt e-7 -7.
V4

(70 f&x@&; 4 %(ec /.

/ComAAAZ fraid, " aw
(o Sku'_tuz oy K /? Ve ey

(£’2 5. D o u‘—(ru}ay




d b o §

E
@atfisly Judget.

FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 1201.

A F.A. NOTES.
By ‘“ CATTY’s” KITTEN.)

Tuesday night, 23rd inst., a 1°i_ght 1‘9373.1 night
—lecture by Mr. E. R. \Y:the, b .L.S.., on
« Sharks and Rays.” Captain Spain, president
of the association, in the chair. Lecturer, with
the aid of lantern slides, gave the members one
hour’s interesting entertainment ; memb_ers
learnt a lot of valuable knowledge concerning
sharks and rays. Many a ﬁshermap saw an
old friend thrown on the screen ; S_t;l(;k&? were
often clutched firmly as the hfe.-hkt:. image
cameinto view. Members le?,rnt that gblllg:L}'saes
and stingrays were two different _‘hs}}. The
mantle ray, caught off the coast of F 101‘1(18,,. was
shown. This fish measures 18 feet from tip _of
wing to tip of wing, and can en}-'el(')pea.. man in
its wings. “The mouth of this fu-sh is large
enough to swallow a man. The discourse was
full of interest from beginning to end, to the
hnndred and odd members who attended. At
the conclusion of the lecture presentations were
made to the following members :—Mr. George
Hollingdale was handed Dr. A. Burne’s In-

cognito Rod (value £7 10s.), won by him ina

six months’ competition. Mr. Bebb was pre-

sented with ‘¢ E Pluribus Unum’s” trophy, and

Mr. Malcolm Ross, winner of the A.F.A.
championship from November to March (which
entitles him to the 1901 championship), was
presented with a handsome certificate. Mr.
Ross generously handing back another trophy
he was entitled to. The winners responded in
suitable terms.  The rest of the evening was
devoted to harmony, and the putting away of
the good things supplied by the association.
A most enjoyable evening was spent by all, and
great praise is due to the energetic secretaries,
Messrs. Thackeray and Searle, for the able
manner in which they brought, to such a suc-
cessful conclusion, such a red-letter night in
the history of the association. The association
numbers 196 financial members, and the bank
balance is£€26 17s. All amateur fishermen should
join the association—their interest is your
interest, and your interest is theirs.
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STINGAREES AND STING-RAYS.
.

Sir,—Under the heading of A.F.A. Notes, in
last week’s Budget, *“ Catty’s Kitten” gives an
account of a lecture delivered at the Association
Rooms on the 23rd inst. by Mr. E. R. Waite,
I am given to understand the lecture in ques-
tion was most interesting, and much regret that
other business prevented my attendance. An
error must, I think, have erept into the report,
as follows :—“ Members learnt that stingarees
and stingrays were two different fish.”” There
is no such fish as a stingarec known to pisicul-
turiste. The name stingaree b:ing simply a
corruption of the stinging ray fish.—Yours etec.,
ALF. JARDINE, 29th April, 1901,

Y

SiR,—Having been asked to reply to Mzr.
Alf. Jardine’s letter (May 3rd) I beg to inform
Aou that Sting Rays (genus Dasyatis) are
known by having a long tail, without a
terminal fin ; they grow to great size.

In the Stingarees (genus Urolophus) the
tail is short and has a terminal fin ; they are
of small size.

Though the word Stingaree is a corruption
of Sting Ray, it serves a useful purpose ; much
as does the word goana, a 'corruption of
lguana, though applied to a widely different

order of - lizards.
. EDGAR R. WAITE.
Australian Museum, 13/5/01.
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RE fish sent in by ¢ Clarence,” the following
is the answer kindly given by Mr. Waite, of
the Museum :—* The fish is a trevally (wraspis
georgianus), and at certain seasons extends
far up the estuariesand rivers. 1am, however,
not aware that it has been recorded from
. absolutely fresh waters.—EDGAR R. WAITE.”
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NATURALISTS CLUB,

A meeting of the Naturalists’ Club was held in
Vickery’s-chambers, Pitt-street, on Monday night,
the president, Mr. A, H. S. Lucas, being in the

chair. The principal business was the reading of
‘| an interesting paper by Mr. T. Steel, F.L.S., on
“Land Planarvians,” in which a general-account |
was given of the group of animals classed as|
worms. The salient features of the structure and
nature of these curious worms was described,
together with the more interesting points in their
life history and habits. An account was also
given of their mode of occurrence, and of the best
methods of collecting them. Mr. Steel said that
prompt action was necessary in the way of col-
lection and study, if the peculiar local species,
the existence of which was threatened by the
spread of population, were to be rescued from ob-
livion for the benefit of science. The paper was
illustrated by a fine collection of well-preserved
spécimens, many of which are new species re-
cently described\by the lecturer. Other exhibits
were also shown. v, G

Arrangements were then made for a conversa- |
zione, to be held at the annual meeting. Messrs. | -
' G. J. Waterhouse and E. R. Waite were elected

-,' auditore.
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The buildings in which the business of An=
thony Hordern is carried on were almost totally
demolished by fire yesterday morning. ;

The fire at the Haymarket yesterday did im=-
mense damage, and was unparalleled in its
filerceness.

The call for yesterday’s fire was received by
the fire brigade shortly after 8 o’clock, and
every available man was qrdered out.

Owix_:tg to the great concourse  of citizens
watching the fire George-street traffic was quite
blocked,.and the tram service demoralised.

Yesterday was the first occasion on which a
fire has been cinematographed in Australia.

The fire brigade was powerless at the fire.
It was quite impossible to arrest its progress.

A terrible tragedy, in connection with the fire,
was witnessed by many persons standing at the
Gipps-street corner of Belmore Park.

Harry Clegg, employed in the furniture de~
partment at Anthony Hordern’s, was Killed in
making a tremendous jump for life. '

The escape ladder, which was brought into
requisition, was too short, by about 30ft., to
reach the unfortunate victim of the fire.

The flames had tortured the doomed man
Clegg before he took his fatal leap, his hair
being singed and his flesh blistered.

Lieutenant Rickwood, of the Rocket and Life
Saving Brigade, arrived with a rocket and line

of the scene three minutes after the fatak

jump.
Deputy-Superintendent Sparks encountered
Clegg and two other men working with a hose,

and he told theim to run for their lives. Clegg

stayed too late.

A huge explosion was averted by Superintend-
ent Webb having the gas in the big gasometer at
tpe rear of Hordern’s run off.

Enormous quantities of water were pumped
into the burning buildings, without apparently
having thp slightest effect.

The books and papers in connection with Hor«
dern’s business were saved. The damage is €s-
timated at £500,000.

With wonderful enterprise Anthony Hordern's
have arranged to carry on business to-day, hav-
ing taken the Exhibition Building. | o
|  The demolished buildings and stock were in-

sured ' for about £400,000, excluding small
amounts taken out in offices in London.
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A RARE FISH.

- An interesting discovery was made on the
ocean beach at Manly the other day, when a
quaintly-shaped fish was picked up on the sand.
It had evidently been washed up by the sea. It
was considered of sufficient interest to be taken
to the Australian Museum, where it was recog-
nised as a ‘‘ghost shark’” (Chimaera Ogilbyi).
So far as is known, only one other specimen of
the kind has been found. The fish has been
presented to the museum by Mr. A. G. Plate, of
North Sydney. =

= LN

“THE GHOST SHARK.”

Mr. F. Farnell, M.L.A., writes, in connection
with a paragraph in yesterday’s issue referring
to the finding of a “Ghost Shark’” (Chimaera
Ogilbyi), at Manly, that this is a new species,
making the fourth known in the world. Mr.
Waite, who accompanied Mr. Farnell on .the
trawling expedition in 1898, named the species
brought in in the trawl Chimaera Ogilbyi, -in re-
cognition of the researches made on the fishes
of Australia by Mr. Ogilby. That was the first
Lime a specimen was ever obtained+*south of the
| Equator. All those found by Mr. Farnell were [,m]
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THE GHOST SHARK.

The accompanying sketch illustrates the queer
sea monster found at Manly Beach last week,
and which, en being submitted to Mr. E. R.
Waite, F.L.S., of the Sydney Museum, proved to |
be a ‘“ghost shark” (Chimaera ogilbyi), a new
species of deep sea shark, which was first dis-

covered during the trawling operations of the
Thetis in 1898, when several specimens were
found in comparatively shallow water, viz., 70ft
to 200ft, between Botan;" Bay and Port Hacking.
It appears that members of the Chimaeridae fa-
mily, of which there are four known species, fre=-

quent the abyssmal regions of the ocean, they [205]
having been found in depths varylng from 1000ft
| to 7200ft in the North Atlantic. The fish is smooth-«
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skinned, and of a silvery hue, and ‘armed with a
formidable barbed spike on its back. Its rat-like
nose is flabby as jelly, and contrasts strongly
with its powerful teeth.
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The present Part, No. 3, being ready is sent out
in. advance of Part 2, which is in the press, but
waiting completion of the Plates.
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'THIS (FRIDAY) EVENING,

VERDI'S Famous Opera—

Will be sung by the following Brilliant Cast :—

CEARACTERS-
Riccardo ... COMMENDATORE VINCENZO LARIZZA
; (Governor)
‘Renato Signor BOZZOLI
(his Secretary)
Amel'a ... Signora LINA DE BENEDETTO
(Wife of Renato)
Ulrica 3 Signorina MARCOMINI
(a Witch)
Oscar ... Signorina VACCARI
Sttt ko : _ (a Pg,_g_e)'?-&n S ST P
Sa.muel] : Signor TRAVAGLINI
(Enemies of the Governor) { ;
Tom | Signor TONDINI
Servant o melia ... ‘... Signor CANNONIERI
Silvano iy ... Signor PATRIAN
A Judge ... Signor SAVANI

CHORUS—Deputies, Officials, Sailors, Guards, Women and Children
of the People, Masquers, &ec, -

ACT I.—Hall in the Governor's Castle.
ACT II.—Interior of the Witch's Eut.
ACT III. A Sclitary Field.
ACT IV.—Scene 1—A Study in Renato’s House.
Scene 2—Room in the Count’s Castle.
ACT V.—A Masked Ball. (213a)
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