


1907

Jﬁﬁﬂ




&M ovden o ey ‘
b«f/ﬂ’e }%’:mezw_:}ob P#h&nd’e
ILLQQ-b-u%







S —— P ™ W S gt~
L ~ T e

5/%@ ‘ﬁ—omc éf;ul%
a.fé'am‘_:-;-u lrg ﬂm
Cal( zﬂj‘v’vm LeS
.}Lﬁi(- ﬁ‘d"lu oo cecane .
7 NCorn.
Koear el Hiak %QM
ot T ok fet‘@&ﬂd, Tt[e
dog [L/&ﬂ Cﬁ J s
§ L

‘7%7%Z
: Wadwﬁw

uu,ww.m

/ﬁé f«}ﬂa c,mw :
















@A‘Z‘ s 1
Amce. &5 3 £
Corec wicn acl 60«.‘4/‘5'4
ﬁ,y 6 2no @ Fbo

Z'znf‘“ ]
RS &/dzﬂ 7 6
/4 0

éﬁ? . =l

*%Lf - F%m@y

V(_’@ W
F’-J&:}f’mﬁu@uf °




"QM leex KXo <
oo Coly P e
2o Swx.

eg Yoy P4 a L0
J;}t" W&ﬂ. Aok o

akl (oYK aéb mquw(,
z/@%é "/ﬁeﬂtfow H

—

@Me u; UL T L :

2 Mon |
Ueulir 4 earf prala
ity e ke e v
Shtg @Mﬂ.a?z becaline

M&M ( L&:\' m‘,‘/&x 4
. M&A u; 3 —
2 aeﬂeu-w 7 Aol

[ 1 J







e T s L R O
v : |
oy " Sheclalo '










%
| %&Q‘adﬁéd &(z OAY %m
a2 .







}%M/Qﬁlu% G;'IL&.L&L&‘@ /M(%‘
Vot dods. Q€ {




97 @ d
Varcotiw Soecbcs
/€ Moz,

e WWW(@@ 5 Coall e’
Moy iy
oLecoy |

Ditlace Caltid ot Tom)

-

Rl . J aotoe Hd

ﬂn- Swua(cu/, rang e
@"‘?0 R Heilaow &







- C e — —
t}’&--f"""f 4 -f‘.-/iid {(fae AT Y R
v W cu:ﬁ,,.- ce ¢ / E2=C R
355 ‘
?%..Q Q_},(f( (<2 E . ‘{*

7}-—/‘?&41'&7"\,3 Il ety f
lny lide. J QI+ Sowo
oo voek poolo. Tl

- Mtdes Harl ¢ Suaddlew
he: o QA)-(’/LL(,,LLf

(ﬂo,at Po{w/\. fd‘:b V@ar>

L Movac

1]







[ D

2, Wse
Sidler Gkt we 2ewd

(g

Mot ﬁw Walk co:d%

Ilac .

ﬁy&w . Quehlawd .

Mr E. R. Waite, director of Canter-
bury Museum, has received an inter-
esting letter from Professor David Starr
Jordan, president of the Leland Stan-
ford University, in reference to the
University’s loss by the San Francisco
disaster. The president says:—‘‘ Dear
Mr Waite,—Please accept my thanks
for your kind words and sympathy. We
have almost forgotten our troubles. in
the face of the huge wreck of San
Francisco, the like of which has never
| been known in the history, of conflagra-

tione. Our working buildings, low and
massive, are practically intact. A few
hottles only were broken, and no books
or apparatus of importance destroyed.
We shall go on with our work as usual
in the autumn. At the same time, we
have lost a good deal of money in the
complete wreck of the unfinished library
and gymnasium, and in the fall of the
| tower of the beautiful church, by which
| @ great deal of damage was done.”’
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. The seventh popular lecture of the
' series in. connection with Canterbury
s 'T_Gollega will be given to-morrow evening

m tite Colloge Hall by Mr E. R. Waite,

| Curator of the Museum. The subjeet |
| will be “Defences of Animals,” and the
| lecture il be illustrated hy lantern
stides. The date of the concluding. lec-

ture of the series by Dr. Bradshaw has [5?]
;»;-&111 altered to Wednesday, September
l.l.' 7
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LECTURES

CANTERBURY COLLEGE.

POPULAR LECTURES.
“HE SEVENTH LECTURE of the Series
will be delivered in the College Hall
on WEDNESDAY, the 29th inst.,, at 8 p.m.,

by
EDGAR R. WAITE, ESQ.,
Curator Canterbury Museum,
Subject: “DEFENCES OF ANIMALS.
Fully Illustrated by Lantern Slides.
Admission 1s, School Children 3d.
The dafe of the concluding lecture of the
series, by DR. BRADSHAW, on Counterpoint,
has been altered to WEDNESDAY, 12th

September.
A. CRACROFT WILSON,
Registrar.
23th Auguqt 1906. 7239
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POPULAR LECTURES.
4

“ DEFENCES OF ANIMALS.”
Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the Mu-
seum, made his contribution on Wednes-

day to the series of popular lectures or-

ganised by the Boara of Governors of.
Canterbury College, the subject of the
lecture being *‘ Defences of Animals.”
fhere was a large audience, and Mr
. W. Rowe, a member of the Board
of Governors, presided and introduced
“the lecturer.

Mr Waite said that the expression
.| ““the struggle for existence’ was no
| idle catchword, but a stern reality. A
constant struggle was going on between
animale which devoured others and
those which tried to escape being de-

voured. ' There was a class ¢of detences

designed to meet the pressure of cli-

matic conditions, which alone had been
sufficient to modify animals. The same

conditions which impelied the Iskimo

to cover his body with thick skins and

enabled the Australian to live in a
naked state, pegdlated the climatic de-
tences of quadrupeds and other ani-
mals. Tropical sheep were not so valu-
able for their wool as those produced
in colder regions. Swine living in
"warm countries had thin and scanty
bristles, all of the same structure, but
these in colder parts of the world had,
in addition to their bristles, fine wool
next the skin. . There was need for de-
fence against the active attacks of pre-
datory animals, fer the warfare be-
tween the destroyers and the victims of
Nature 'was not unlike modern wartare
between human beings, though immea-
surably more complex and complete.
The successive stages of development in
the defences of animals were uot very
readily apparent. When Nature pro-
| Yded an animal with a stronger jaw
|or 1’&1'391' teeth, it also gave that ani-
mal’s prospective victim a thicker de-
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fensive coat, but the increased resistant
was never much in excess of what was
reasonably required. In New Zealand,
where there were no really powerful
enemies, it would be use:. . .o look for
atriking evidences of <« _.ence. The
mere existence of such primitive or de-
generate animals as the kiwi, the ka-
kapo and the weka would indicate an
absence of powerful enemies. Where
destroyers and victims had grown up
together they balanced one another in
great measure, and it was only when
man or some physical agency disturbed
the balance that the constituents of

animal life became seriously altered. '
The introduction by man of dogs, cats
and weasels and a host of other animals
was driving many native forms out of
existence. When defences were no
longer required they were reduced by
a sure but slow process. The spines of
the hedgehog resulted from develop-
ment through thousands and thousands
of generations, and if all the enemics-
of the hedgehog were destroyed, in-
numerable generations of hedgehogs
would have to be born before any dimi-
nution of its defences could be seen.
When man took a hand in the trans-
mutation of animals, changes were ef-

der the process of atavism, or Tever-
sion, rapidly acquired characteristics
were quickly lost. In Nature it was

were used for attack and defence. An

while antlers and tusks were direct

It was for defence that the most elab-

as bodily, mimetic_and mental defences.

weapons for both attack and defencs. |

orate contrivances were developed. The |
defences of animals might be classified | !

i
1

The bodily defences included those

| structures which were normally regard-

fected comparatively quickly, but un-

seldom the case that the same weapons

indirect usage was sometimes the rule. |
Teeth and talons were used directly for |
attack, and indirectly for ‘defence, | |

: ad_ as an '_i_ntegrgl - part of the ﬂﬁlmli l !
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and whose signification was apparent. |
The mimetic defences were the peculi-
arities of form or colour, whose signifi-
cation was not readily obvious. Mental
defences were those actions which were
directly the outcome of velition. Mr
Waite described numerous bodily de-
fences, illustrating « his remarks by
some excellent lantern slides. Mimetic
defences, he continued, were the object
of much research, and contained the
elements of romance. Mimicry might
be divided into protective resemblance
and mimicry proper, animals possessing
protective resemblance being thowe
which were difficult to detect through
being made like their surroundings.
True mimicry was the attribute of those
animals which imitated others, in order
to be mistaken for them. After quot-
ing examples of mimicry, Mr Waite
said that there were many dirtct forms
of defence adopted by animals. There
were animals which fed by night in-
stead of by day, in order to escape at- ! 1
tention, but it was questionable whe- |
ther they: had - gained much, for their
enemies had also changed to nocturnal
habits. Man was said to differ from
the animals by his power to reason, as
opposed to the possession of instinct;
| but the distinction was a fine one. |

G ek et Nl M B e, Tt vl I e N PN
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 Numerous defences of animals appear-
{ed to be explicable only on the as-
' sumption that some power of reason
was exercised. Mr Waite quoted sev-
| gaﬁs examples before concluding his lec-
i :

Mr Waite was frequently applauded,
and after he had finished he was ac-
' corded a vote of thanks, on the motion
fﬁ, Mr J. C. Adams, seconded by Mr
M Gregor Wright.
VRS Thm
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““The protective defence of the
skunk,”” said Mr E. R. Waite last eve-
ning, ‘“is his power to emit an odour
that neither man nor any other ani-
mal can suffer. The skunk, ‘b-horef?re,-
boldly proclaims the fact that h? is a
skunk by wearing a most conspicuous

coat.”’

- e e e i s i
= e i i _—

The stoat wag mentioned by Mr
Waite last evening as an animal pro-
vided with the defensive power of
changing its coat, being brown in the
summer and white in the winter. ¢ 1In
the summer,” said Mr Waite, ““the
stoat is vermin, but in the winter it is

.

of ladies and civio functionaries.”
One of the lantern slides shown in

| connection with Mr Waite's lecture on

animals last evening was stated by him
to be probably unique. It was made,
he said, from a photograph of a living
tiger taken as it . ppeared in its native
jungle.  The tiger was discovered
asleep by one of the shikaris employed

where it lay.

The Bombardier or Artillery Beetle
was quoted last evening by Mr E. R.
Waite as an animal endowed with ex.
cellent means of defence. I once
icked up a Bombardier in New South

Wales,”” said the lecturer, ‘“and soon

it, it fired off its miniature cannon,
making a sharp report and a smoke~
like cloud. Involuntarily I dropped it

its like again.’ =

—— e L
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ermine, and is used for the decoration _

by an English clergyman, who was able
to photograph the splendid animal :

dropped it. As soon as I took hold of

Into the grass, and I never saw it or -

Lk 2 i, R ——————




In the course of his lecture on ‘‘ The
Defences of Animals’’ last evening, Mr
E. R. Waite had a good deal to say
about the ability of the hedgehog to
contract its skin through the use of
certain muscles. ‘‘I have known boys,”’
he said, ‘‘ who were able to move their
whole scalp backwards and forwards by
means of a remnant of the same
muscle.”” ‘ Most monkeys are able to
do it,”’ added the lecturer naively.

e T S I N S PO L — L 11 rY.
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\ THE DEFENCES OF ANIMALS ‘

B —

LECTURE BY MR E. R. WAITE.

A further popular science lecture |,
was delivered on Wednesday night |\
| at  Canterbury College in  the |
presence  of a large audience
by Mr E. R. Waite, Curator of the
Museum, who dealt with the defences
of animals. Mr T. W. Rowe, a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors, was in
the chair. '

The lecturer said that a constant
strugole was goina on between animals
which devoured others and those which
endeavonred to escape being devoured.
The same conditions which impelled the
Eskimo to cover his body with thick
skins, and enabled the Australian to
live in a naked state, operated in re-
Sulating the climatic defences of guad-
rupeds and other animals.  The differ-
ences hetween tropical sheep and
breeds originally produced in colder
regions, and differences found in swine,
were guoted as instances. Coming to
_defences against the active attacks of
predatory enemies, Mr Waite said that T

~the rivalry which existed between the [45J
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destrovers and the victims of Nature
was not unlike that which took place in
modern warfare, though it was im-
measurably more complex and complete.
In New Zealand, where there were no

vain to look for striking evidences of |
defence.  The mere existence of such
nrimitive or deoenerate animals as the
liwi. the kakapo, and the weka, would
at once point to an absence of powerful
CNOMICS. Where destroyers and vie-
tims had grown up tocether, thev in
oreat measure balanced one another,
and it was only when this balance was
destroyed by man. or physical agency.
that the ~ constituents of animal

really powerful enemies, it would be |1

life bhecame seriously altered.
The elaborations evolved by animals,

be classified under the three headimgs

- od

=1

- w

of bodily, mimetic and wmental de-
fences. The lecturer described these
' kinds of defences by reference to all
sorts of animals, explaining in each
case how and why they were used.
| Mimetic defence; he said, might be
cub-divided into two sections, namely,

S
or adopted for their protection, might |

protective resemblance an d mimicry |

proper. True mimicry was the term
“applied to those animals which imitat-
| ed others, and were mistaken for

* them. These were usually conspicuous,

and eo traded upon the evil reputation
of the animals mimicked. The lecturer
illustrated these principles by quoting

"ia great many cases of both kinds.

e

-~

There were numerous defences of ani-
'mals which appeared to be only ex-

+ plicable on the assumption that there

.

was some exercise of reason. Mr Waite

v conclided his lecture byv. quoting the

| examnle of the bombardier or artillery
- | beetle, a sample of which he picked
+lup in New South Wales—but at once
+ dropped again. “As soon as I took hold
| of 1t,” said the lecturer, “it fired off
" its miniature cannon, producing a
- sharp report and a smoke-like cloud.
| T involuntarily dropped it into the




J
1

‘| sequently shot,

grass, and though I spent fully ten |

minutes secarchime for 1t I never saw l
either 1t or its like again.’ At the |

‘bezxinning of his lecture, Mr Waite
L added, he had referred to the resem-
 blance between the destroyer and the

| vietims of Nature. and that which

oxisted in modern warfare. He thought
that there was no exaggeration in this
companison, when one realised that

the bombardier beetle fired blank
cartridges ages before the invention

of gunpowder. ‘
At the condlusion of the lecture a
vote of thanks, moved by Mr J. C.

| Adams and seconded by Mr McGregor

Wright, /‘was carried by acclamation.

Armour-plated fishes used to be much
more common. than they are to-day, and
are now becoming extinct, Mr E. R.

Waite informed his audience last night.

e < L. EO8 » - W e

“The stoat changes its hue with the
seacons in order to resemble its sur-
roundings,” said Mr Waite last night.
In summer it is of a brown hue. like

{ the ground around. In winter it is

white, to resemble the snow around. It
changes its name with its colour. When
brown it is called vermin; when white
it is called ermine and is used to deco-
rate ladies and civiec functionaries.”
(Laughter.)

In the course of his leture last night
Mr K. R. Waite showed a photograph
of a tiger. The picture, he stated,
, Was probahly unique, as it was the pic-
ture of a living tiger photographed in
Its native jungle. The picture was

| taken by a cleroyman in Bengal. The

animal was discovered sleeping. The
camera was quietly set up, and the pie-
ture was obtained. The tiger was suh-
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“One of the most formidabl&looking!
animals,” said Mr Waite last night,
“is the thorny devil of Western Aus-
tralia. He is only six or seven inches
in length, it is true, but he appears
to have bheen invented with a view to
seeing how many spines can be got into
a given space. . Not only has he spines
everywhere, from the tin of his snout
to the tip of his tail, but on the back
of his neck are two bosses with extra
large svines.” The picture of the
beast shown on the sereen was that of
a most hideous monstiesity.

-

| ‘“When I was a boy,” said Mr E. R.
1 Waite last night, ‘I remember some
boys were able to move their scalp
backwards and forwards. This was
done by means of the remnants of an
obsolete set of muscles. Most monkeys
can do it now.” (Laughter.)
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The spelling of the word “museum”
appears to present almost insuperable
difticulties to many individuals. — Mr’
.| Kdgar R. Waite, curator of the Christ-
church Museum, remarked to a reporter
yesterday ‘that during a long con-
hection with such institutions he had
encountered at least a round dozen of
different renderings, but for really
strenuous effort he awards the palm
to a Christchurch resident, who re-
| cently addressed a letter to Mr Waite,
in care of the “Mueaxeame.”

I L
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OCTOBER 19, 1906

A
This morning Mr Edgar R. Waite, |
curator of the Canterbury Museum, '
who has charge ot the aquaria in the !
natural history section of the Exhibi-
tion, received by the Moeraki two
Japanese goldfish of a variety which
will be new to almost every visitor.
They have particularly long double .
tails, and as compared with the more |
ordinary varieties of goldfish, their fins |
are much lengthened, and their bodies \
deepened and shortened. These
changes were produced artificially, but
the variety now breeds true. = The
Moeraki also brought Mr Waite some
' specimens of the Madagascar lace-leaf
plant (ouvirandra  fenestralis), the |
leaves of which are like skeletons, or |
| mere frameworks. = Unfortunately,
these specimens were somewhat dam-
| aged in transit, but they will doubtless
1;1'ec=over, and form an interesting
, | feature in the aquaria. The whole
5 | section will be a most interesting one,
' comprising as it will Mr Waite’s pri- -
| vate aquatic collections.
L A Ann _“n];ol\nrl ehalialr n'g r‘n.‘*n\‘h'\f\tqal
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[ fish.

Mr Edgar R. Waite, F.L.S., curator
of the Canterbury Museum, has two 1n-
teresting cases in this section. One of
these contains a varied collection of
animals illustrating the methods adop-
ted by different creatures for purposes
of attack and defence. In another case
are shown a number of beautiful casts
of Australian snakes, together with de-
seriptive letterpress, detailing some of
their more marked habits and peculiari-
ties. Mr Waite also exhibits the im-
plements for catching snakes and ex-
tracting the poison, to be subsequently
used for purposes of scientific research.

With regard to the aquaria, which
also forms an important portion of this
section, Mr Waite mentions that the
Natural History Committee understood
that the south-east gallery was assigned
for its purposes, and 1t WJ: therefore
arranged to exhibit his private aquaria,
supplemented by special exhibits.
Afterwards the Committee was in-
formed that a change had been made
;and the morth-east gallery allotted to
its requirements. Mr Waite 1is not
sanguine that under the hot conditions
which will prevail in such a sunny situ-
ation, that the aquaria can be success-
fully maintained. Two tanks will be
devoted to marine life and several
others to the accommodation of fresh-
water fishs Among the latter may
be  mentioned paradise fishes from
China, fighting fishes from Penang, gold
fishes from Japan, carp pudgeon from
Australia, and some fishes of New
Zealand. Red-bellied newts from Japan
are also shown.

In none of the - aquaria will the
water be changed. they being conducted
on scientific principles, the animal and

{ plant life maintaining a balance. The

aguatlc plants should in themselves be
ot oreat Interest. Thev include the
ladagascar lace-leaf plamt, ribbon
%r_ass, Canadian pond weed, water mill-
b{l);lci (ﬁ?tﬁoizrn,tthg {“?uitrgiian 5131‘(100,
| , star wort, threa 2ec
duck weed, and others. i
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" Another striking feature of the court

| is the display made by Mr E. R. Waite,

F.L.8., curator of Canterbury Museum.

.| He has several fresh water qlnaria. ;

which contain plant and anima -
There are specimens of the Madagascar
lace-leaf plant, Canadian pond-weed,
nbl:dn-grass blndder—wort- and o’ﬁ-her
% lants; and amangvb the fishes are New
ealand whitebait and “ bullies,” red-
bellied newts from J apan, carp from
Aw:tralm ,ﬁoldﬁshes from Japan
radise fishes from China. Wn ta

ﬁ, 128 also exhibited, in cases, a colleo*tion‘

. | of articles for caﬁohigg snakes and ex-
s trwtmgk’dhei ' ‘

smn, casts of A
pecimens of other anis 1

i 'ba dlﬂerent ordm ‘ln-a
e echnida of Auﬁﬁraha,

For auticl
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Some time ago Mr E. R. Waite,
curator of the Christchurch Museum,
communicated with- Dr Nishikawa,
head of the Fisheries Bureau at Tokio,
asking him to procure a few Japanese
goldfish for the Exhibition. Word has
now been received that some 400 gold-
fish of different varieties have been
sent. The shipment arrived at Sydney
i to-day, and should peach the hands of
i the [Exhibition aunthorities probably
; gome time next week. Great interest

attaches to the consignment, as Japan-
ese goldfish are famed all over the
world for their peculiarities of con-
~ formation and the beauty of their col-
_ourings.
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 THE SAN FRANCISCO EARTH-
: QUAKE. .
Mr Edgar R. Waite, of the Canter
bury Museum, has received from his
- correspondent, President David Starr
Jordan, of the Leland Stanford Junior

- University, a pamphlet in which Presi- |

dent Jordan details the results of some
of his investigations in connection with
the late San Francisco earthquake.
. After tracing the course of the rift
across the map of California, the writer
‘arrives at the conclusion that the
schief ‘centre of the disturbanee was in
the sea, because where the fault enters
_the land near Point Arona, the dis-
. placement is greater than anywhere
else.  As the land fault is. traceable
for nearly 200 miles to the southward
1t is reasonable to suppose that the sea
~ bottom is broken’ for at least an equal
 distance to the northward, The Pre-
sident, | therefore, thinks it likely that
the centre of the trouble is located in
4 great submarine valley off Cape Men-
~docino.  He . also suggests, as a re-
- Inote ;’.Mlbi'lltty, that the mift may
“have some connection with the arising,
simultaneously with the earth nake, of
_a new island in the Bogoslof Gy |

‘Behring Sea, |
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CORRESPONDENCE.

1

|

1 FRIENDS IN FUR AND FEATHER
TO THE EDITOR OF ‘‘THE PRESS.”

Sir,—At a time when Nature-study
is occupying the attention of those con-
nected with the educational adminis-
tration of the colony, it is somewhat
discouraging to find prominence given
to an article which _appears in to- day’s
isstio of “The Press.
|  Under the above heading you pub-
lish many statements relative to the
fauna of New South Wales which, to
write mildly, are incorrect, and which,
appearing in your widely-read paper.
uniortunately go forth with the impress
of acce uracy.

Passing by the oftstated, though
erroneons, belief that the birds in Ans-
tralia are songless and the flowers |
scentless, I pass to the following:—“As
Australia- owns a native cat, and a
native bear, so there is also a native
i | fox, very little different (from) Rey-
‘| nard of farmyard fame in the older
b | lands.™
I There is no fox native to Australia,
nor, indeed, any native animal known
by such name, and it is evident that,
hm'I"f scen the skin of a common fox
in the New South Wales Court, vour
ﬁ‘Jilil'”!‘llﬁI‘ 1\ as (l rawn an erroneous
coneclusion. The common fox was long |

aon mtendneed intn Anstralia. hut ran-—
| “rai 1
| bee n mvy 3 Al
| z -
| ti th y are still regarded
— as a p
In common with most other people
your contributor iware of e |
neaning of the word “species’” —prob- !
-".-"1._'\' not one in could define it, |

but [ often won
It would bae

state NiET1

to find more mis

8

i any gix lines of print
than are cont: nt]v! in the following ex-
tract frem the article in question.

Of -the Platypus we 1(..-1: ‘This
creature s a reptile; it is (
(although it does

it lay i8 a beast, for it suc¢
its young: it is a fieh. for it is cold-
bleoded in vbits, :‘I.‘fl can breathe
under water,

In re ]\’I‘\'l let me say, the Platypus is
not a reptile, it

o a hird
not look like 1t), for |

egos ~ 11

is not a bird, it is not |
16 18 - not cold-bleoded, and. |-
lastly, it cannot breathe ‘
The Platym

m truth,

.‘.\'1“1‘ water.

sufhicis J‘.‘Z.]_\' interestinge I

Vit of R s '
Christchurch January 8rd.

: ade (quate account of
1t and ite hab would be out of place
n '.1!’.'\_ communication, already too ‘
long.—Yours. ote 5 ' |
: . EDGAR R. WAITE. |
Canterbury Museum, 'I b
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ENTURES WITH A CAMERA.
idence at the

l camera is ever in evid

| 1 th dueational Ta

| aned the <eauaational siie

|| 6 a laree patronage, but it
two loecal scientific gemtle-

f‘ to trv and pose the seals with a
| smile on their faces. Coming to the
‘ce camera and a
braved the odour
wals as models. But,
g the enclosure, a con-
batis was held, and discretion be-
[ ine voted the botter part of walour,
sot out to fin dthe keeper. He
successful in the quest, and the
tographing progressed.
he seals were called up to the fence
ndant, and fed with scraps
of 1, while a naturalist pranced
about in the background of the seal
pond, trying to hand down to posterity
the exact number of wrinkles in a
seal’s emile. “Nelly,” being both sweet
tempered, and of the feminine persua-
‘xim!: consented with tearful grace, but
| the Large black seal, “Bully,” began to
take somewhat of am interest in the
scientifio enthusiast’'s legs, and the
scientist seemed to find it a little trv.
ing to his nerves. After a good deal
of fish had been ewallowed from the
hand, “and the “right” expression
{caught, it was thought advisabls to
pose the seals in a group. To accom-
plish this a fish was put on the end of
a rake, and elevated above their heads,
whereupon the secals all stood up on
their flippers to try for the dajnty
morsel.  After repeated  jumps, the

' by their atb

8

largest canght hold of the tail of the
fish, and with a pull eracked the han-
dle of the rake in two, and that sitting
ceased.

Next an attack was made on the
mollyhawke, but having keen rvecollec-
tions of their last encounter with a
naturalist, they flapped their wings,
and fled promptly. Ffate and a man
with a big stick, however, were “i-"-"-l'lm:gt
them. and they were forced once again

to face the scientific snapshotist.

A )/







Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the
Canterbury Museum, has augmented
the small aquarium in the natural his-
tory court of the Exhibition by the
inclusion: of a collection of “top” min-
now—little fishes about an inch in
length which are found in the water-
courses used for irrigating the rice
fields in Japan.

&

Yot G Ort wik
é-w—;a,z —7ny










She Looes 1o (Blufy.
v few 29 - (FRlawad,

oL
W@ &, f[ -24.@%
wyele b ulMan <o
QW ceof 3%6«4—@*% ﬁ"/ /
/§ ‘;/"m"
he frolloowy apfeare
“w fle M:j © J wndl
Q om-—tqu@,

One of the seals in the enclosure
at the south-west end of Victoria Lake
died yesterday morning, and the body
was. sent to the Museum. The skin
will be preserved and stuffed, and the
skeleton will be set up and either re-
tained in the Museum or used for ex-
change purposes.
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THE SEALS AT THE EXHIBITION.
70 THE EDITOR OF ‘' THE rnm;.]’ :
- Sir,—In to-day’s issue you publish a
!’ﬁ note as follows :—“One of the seals in
the enclosure at the south-west end of
Victoria Lake died yesterday morning,
and the body was sent to the Museum.
When the seals arrived in Christ-
church on October 30th last, one was so |
badly injured that Mr Ayson and I
discussed the advisability of. destroy-
| ing it at once. It was decided, how-

- ~ = x L. - v . 4

¥ - =

ever, to give it a chance, but when the |
| animals were removed from the gardens |
of the Acclimatisation Society (where |
they had been temporarily accommo- |
dated), the sick one was left behind, | .
and died there yesterday. = It was |
therefore never sgen at the Exhibition. |
| The seals, at Victoria Lake are cin |
1 splendid health, and are proving very |
{docile and tractable in the hands of |'
| their keeper.—Yours, ete., 5 1
% bmu g | EDGAR /R. WAITE.

| Canterbury Museum, iR -'

~ January 15th, 1907.
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) THE GOVERNOR.
" &

His Exeellency the Governor paid ¢
short visit to the Exhibition vesterday,
being accompanied through the British
Court by Captain Atkin, Britich Comn-
missioner, and throuch the Art Gal-

lery by Mr Longden. The Governer has

| intimated his intention of being present
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n' at the Cal odonian Society’s meeting to-
'r night. Owing to a preak in the Cook

: Strait cable the Tutanekai, which is to
| conveyv Lord Plunket to the Chathams
i and the Southern Islands, has been
_detained repairing the cable, and opera-
tions have been delayed owing to rough
weather—the steamer having to take
shelter in one of the Sounds. As soon
. ~as the cable is repaired, the Tutane-
kai will proceed to the Bluff, at which
port his'Exc-eHency‘wi]l embark. Ac-:
companying the Governor on this official
visit there will be Mr H. €. Water-
- field (private secretary), Captain A. M.
R. Bingham (aide-de-camp), Mr Justice
Chapman, who has written a most in-
teresting account of a previous visit
he made to the Islands; Professor Ben-
ham, biologist, of Otago University
and Mr E. R. Waite, curator of Canter-
bury Museum. The Islands will be
visited' in the following order :—Snare
Auckland, + Campbell Antipod 2’
(]?ou&ty, and Chatham. The : rees;i:
tT?gG on ,-._-,Chat-hvam Islands will give
overnor a welcome on this his first
call at that distant part of the ﬁr't? h
POESESSIoNS. It has been arra 1f*;'mdi
that the Tutanekai will vet {011;,_,6
telton about the 11th of Fe'{)lll":a 7 I’leht-
Governor will preside at Ao
the “Rhodea’ oo a meeting of
Wt o e s e
- n the 15 1
%}rbﬁeq“‘eﬂﬂy go over i]}ieprﬁﬁ}thH&Z 1& |
: ain Tr}mk Line, and hopes o %n
ew days’ fishing in the interior R
s North Island. Subs nentl 11101_0’[" the
to go to the north of A Tkla e
will unveil the Marsdén éldxland, pud
eell on March 12th. gokot
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{ official trip will _
| (private  seeretary), Captain PBingham
| (aide-de-camp), Mr Justice Cha{itna.nﬁ

¥, and

THE GOVERNOR.
(Per UxxrED P:s; ASS0CIATION.)

CHRISTCHURCH, January 24.

His Exoellency the Governor paid &
short visit to the Exhibition to-day.
Owing to a break in the Cook Strait cabie
the 'fu-tanekai, Which is to convey Lord
Plunket to the Chatham and other out-
lying islands, has been detained répairing
the cable, and operations have been de-
layed owing to rough weather, the
osteamer having to take shelter in one of
the sounds. As soon as the cable is
repaired the . Tutanekai will proceed to
the Bluff, where his Excellency will '‘em-
bark. Aceompan{:ang the Governor on his
e Mr H. C. Waterfiold

Professor Benham (Otago Universit

‘| Mr B. B. Waite (curator of the Canter-
' { bury Museum). The Tutanekai will ‘re-
bﬂ_s:tum to Lyttelton about February 11, and
| the Covernor will preside at a mecting
| of the Rhodes Scholarship . Trustecs at
| Wellington on  Februarv 15  He wilt
| afterwards go over the North Island Main
| Trunk line,.and on March 12 will unveil |

the Marsden Cross at Russell. His
Excellency has been advised that Admiral
“Fawkes, with the Australian fleet. =il

Evisit. New Zealand about the middle af

o April. |
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THE GOVE I’._‘ OE'S' TRAVELS.

RETURN II‘U\[ ihl< SOUTHERN
ISLANDS.

Lord Plunket returned: to Wellington
this morning on the. Tutanekai from his
voyvage .Lmu,‘i"t.t the islands of the South,
a voyage which began at the Bluff on the
30th - ult. - His xcelleney was accom-
panied by Mr. W. £, Waterfieid (private
secretary), Captain Bingham, A.D.C.,

The anchor was dropped in Waituny
! Harhour, Chatham Islands, on the mos
| 11 )y mst. 1 Lord Ph
the Chathams until last |
y, meeting the inhabitants in |
erazl places. 'On the Sth'inst. ‘an ad- |
css of welcome was presented. Lo his j
zcellency by Dr. Gibson (the magis-
te), on behalf of the people. On 1]:‘
lowing day (Sunday) the @ovel
'ty attended - church - service ‘
sland, N day was ‘spent 'in a

lowing morning some splendid fishing

was done in. Whangaroa 1n1|‘ulu, ‘mfl Ill|

{ the afternoon the, Tutanekai started f
| the . Chathams, zeaching Well

) nings  Good \\L‘LH'I.CI' i

throughout the |

| } during his wvisit, ? ]

some speeimens. of island- birds for ‘

Dublin Museum. M Benham was in |

[ new specimens of earth worms |

d _\\J'. .'1.\'H|..l. l~.'l|l_i'ln|\ l|

lower :\.Itj...-.F

secured i@ I

leave Wellington |

|

on @ trip over the
md _Main, Trunk

fshing-on the trip.
ei on -the bth i
I 1 0 €m- |

fon round |
Liem mosb |

the colony, [
townships in that : |
The - Governor is to !
on the 16th Murch, and two |

Lia " will ave for tl 5t
visiting Ross and the g r re- |
of the Southern Alps. I

{ ]
and Messrs Waite and Jennings, curat-
ors -of the museums at -Christchurch and |
Dunedin respectively. - During the \-r:_-)-- |
agze liord Plunket and party \ls.lLtt the ||
Snares, Auckland, Campbell, ‘Antipodes, | '
and Chatham Islands. Whilst at En- |
derby and (the Aucklands) the pavty |«
| walked across the island to visit the 1
scene- of the wreclk of the Derry Castle. | T
At Perseverance . Harbour.  (Campbell | r¢
Islands). the Hon. Captain. Tucker’s men | e
were in the midst” of - their ‘shearing |¢l
operations;  some 7000 sheep: being -on [
the island. " In this region the tempera- |
ture was''eold. “Everywhere amongst the |t
islands sealions were in great force, and | )
the first reception his Excellency receiv-
ed during the voy was. from a depu-
tation’ of thirtylions,’ who received him
with: a-mighty roaring when he landed
at the Snm rosses. were seen |t
nesting every ere in ' myrviads, and M
young penguins were present in countless l[r
numbers. t

100 []["' expedition’s early on 'the fol-|h
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Dr_.”Farr. of Christchurch, at the ;
meeting of the New Zealand Institute

on Friday night, read a lefter he }‘m,r!
received from the Department of Ter-,

restrial Magnetism, Carnegie Institu-|

tion, Washington. It was stated that
the German Government had already

resppnded to the demands of the de- |

partment, as far as the magnetic sur-
vey of the Pacific Ocean was concerned.

and had assisted in equipping Heim- |,

brod, one of the department’s magnetic

observers, who is making observations .'

in the Pacific Islands. Dr. Farr urged

that a combined effort should be made |

to send an expedition, representing all
branches of science, to the Pacific

Islands in the Hinemoa or the Tutane- |
kai next summer. The trip could em-

brace visits to the Antipodes, Auck-

land, Chatham, and other islands. Afterg

some discussion Dr. Thomas moved :—
‘“That this Institute desires to express
its complete sympathy with the pro-
jected scientific survey of the southern
islands, and that it be an instruction

to the Standing Committee to wait ||

upon the Minister for Marine and im.
press on him the importance of such

survey.” This was carried.

The Museum and Libra?y Committee :
recommended that Mr H. .. White be |
appointed to the position of lecturer in |

architecture and instructor in building
construction at the School of Art, at a
salary at the rate of £100 %'er annum,
Duties to commence at the beginning
of the first term. The Committee re-
ported having granted the Curator of
the Museum leave of absence, to enable

him to take advantage of the kind in- |

vitation of his Excellency the Governor
and of the Hon. the Minister of Marine
to visit the islands in the Tutanekai ;

having consented, on the recomnienda- |
| tion of the Curator, to an expenditure |

“of £15 for providing the necessary ap- |
paratus and collecting material for the |
trip, and having .accepted the tender |

of Mr T. H. Davies for distempering,
decorating, and other work at the

Pvhlie Library.
R} Ea bl iy =y Vol A -
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THE WORLD’S INSECTS.

ntod at Ohristchurch
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Muscum. Deots 0
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h been displayed vary fa

Insects Galle
reh Museum fot
¢ specimens of the
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ot dazzhing colours of so in-
{ ing at the iy
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MUSEUM AND LIBRARY COM-
MITTEE'S REPORT.

The Museum and Library Committee
recommended as follows:—(1) That the
appointment of Mr R. B, Cotton, as
student-assistant in electrical engineer-
ing at the School of Engineering at a
remuneration of £40 for the session
be approved. (2) That the resignation
of Mr G. Penlington, as instructor in
carpentry and joinery at the School of

present term. (3) That the various
pieces of silver plate bequeathed to the

Canterbury Museum by the late Mr H.

Allwright, of Lyttelton, be handed
over to the public trustee, executor in
thesestate, for the benefit of the other
beneficiaries named in the will. (4)
That the suggestion of the curator of
the Canterbury Muscum to issue a
small occasional publication be adopt-
ed. (A scientific list of New Zealand
fishes is submitted as a first part, at
an estimated cost of £11.) (H) That the
director of the School wf Art be em-
powered to obtain a suitable badge for
the students of the school. The badge
to be designed and executed by the
students, and submitted to the chair-

of Mr C. ¥. Kelly, assistant teacher at
the School of Art, be increased by £10
,as from the commencement of the term,
for extra time given to the classes for
junior free scholars, making his salary

£40 instead of%£30 per annum.

| TheL Chairman of the Canterbur
Board of Governors stated at yesterday's
‘meeting of the Board that the cases of

{ insects (including butterflies) which had |

n arranged for by Captain Hutton

‘| had now arrived. From a few minutes’

inspection he felt convinced that it was
a most wonderfal collection. Members
of the Board could spend a delightful

hour looking at the exhibit.

Art be accepted as from the end of the |

man for approval. (6) That the salary |
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At the meeting of the Canterbury
College Board of Governors yesterday, |
a letter was 'read from the Controller
and Auditor-General, who reported that
he had examined the Board’s statement
of receipts and expenditure for the
year, and found them correct, except
that—“(1) The purchase of the Hereford
street sections 18 not a transaction |
authorised hy law, and that the invest-
ment of £2000 of trust funds in the
purchase of such property is not an in- |
| vestment in one of the modes approved
by the Governor under the authority of
section 25 of the Act; and (2) the pay-
ment of a sum of £66 13 4d to ths
widow of Captain Hutton, late curator,
1s without authority of law.” The
chairman said they had seen such

lege Board of Governors (Mr @. W.
Russell); at yosterday’s meeting of the

Board, said he had much pleasure o

stating that Miss Stoddart had pre- |
sented a number of - beautiful pic-

| tures relating to N&%

| the Museum. These pictures were now
being 'fral;ned, and they would shortly

be hung in the Museum. The letter |

announcing the gift was referred to the

Museum and Library Committee.
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VISIT OF A DISTINGUISHED
SCIENTIST.
Q_

We are shortly to have a visit from a
distinguished scientist from the United
States. Tho Chairman of the Board of
Governors of Canterbury College stated
at  the meeting of the Board yes-
terday, that he had received a letter
from Mr Edgar R. Waite, curator of
the Museum, forwarding the following
letter from Mr David S. Jordan, a dis-
tinguished scientist of . the United
Jtates :— ' :

“Stanford Unmiversity, California,
January 24th, 1907. “I have about
decided to spend ‘' the month of
May in Australia, and from the middle
of June to the middle of July in New |
Zealand. I shall want to see @s much as
I can of the natural history of the coun-
try, and to visit all its universities and
to give a number of addresses. The pro=
gramme in that regard 1 have left with
my friend, Sir Robert Stout, of Wel-
lington. 1 may perhaps bring with me
a student as aessistant and collector. If
1 can be of any service to you, it would
L be a very great pleasure. Naturally, the
| museum at Christchurch will be one of
‘| the centres of my thoughts and more

*lor less of my activities.—Very truiy

- | yours, David S. Jordan.”

i1 The Chairman e¢aid that suitable ar-

i- 1‘1_.'angel'rl'«;in;c.:lé1 for thx?&l'e(milt-j011 of Pro-_°
| | fessor Jordan would® be subseqiiently |
» | made. ‘ eql; £ !
Frldigaaw 7 v . b 8

7). Wed

ﬁ aeld el 'Q)i’/m/l

T
\ 73}













S A %ig‘d Counk™
J ned £2-§5.0 for
fﬁe,%um@o G
Stac A +~ £ fov VM»M




8

i eJed ‘“bt{h‘

J RIS ] 9 s
C;; Tlee tj tf;x’?__..gt.ﬂ{ (A {ﬁm‘w .

-« 4
] 4 4 ] o
N : & o ™ By W S-S
U s, Vo ve W Y, : X y s — ‘Jﬁ,
e A, -
\-B' - —— et

=1 An interesting new exhibit was
.| placed in the Natural History Court
| yesterday, this comsisting of a
'| Jar of baby Japanese goldfish. These | !
were spawned at Mr E. R. Waite's | |
private aquarium on Good Friday, and |
+the eggs hatched on Wednesday last. }
| The interesting little creatures, which
| are somewhat difficult of detection by |,
| the naked eye, owing to their semi- | .
transparency, are about a quarter of

an inch long.
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THE SOLJHI EN ISLANDS.

_,.* —
MAGNETIC SURVEY.

A deputation from the Canterbury
Philosophical Institute waited npt:m the
Hon. W. Hall,Jones, Acting Premier,
on Saturday with the view of urging
upon the Government that some assist-
ance should be given towards the com-
pletion of the magnetic survey of the
douthern Islands. The dupumtmu con-
sisted of Dr. C. Coleridge Farr, Dr.
Chilton, Dr. Cocka—ne, Messrs R.
Speight, Edgar R. Waite, and H. F.
bl';:‘:l..

Dr. Farr read a letter he had re-
ceived some time ago from Professor L.

Bauer, director of the Carnegie In-
stitution, W ashington, asking if the
Government of New umlaml would ex-
tend the magnetic survey of the colon y
to the Southern Islands. Professor
Bauer said an attempt was being made
to mmpime I}m magnetic survey of
the globe within a period of about fif-
teen years. Dr. Farr pointed out Hw
importance of the work, and urged the
Government to arrange during the

next summer that one of the Govern- |

ment steamers should visit the South-
ern Islands, and, if necessary, stay an
extra week or ten days, in order to
enable the scientific men to (*()!:“'Tr‘fo
their work. In addition to the m
netic survey, several scientific men (l
sired to spend some time on the islands
in making biological investigations.

The Hon. Mr Hall-Jones: What
would be the cost?

Dr. Farr said they hoped to get a
Government, steamer to go to the is-
lands. One wof theso steamers visited
the islands every year. To charter a
steamer would probably mean £400 or
£500.

Dr. Chilton pointed out that the
Southern Islands were of importance to
the zoologist and botanist, and the
investigations made under these heads
would hf valuable,

Dr. Farr said the scientific men were

The Hon. Mr Hall-Jones b.lil] ’th(‘
I Hine moa \\ﬂ!l,{l ne engaged for several
years in s 1*‘\.\17" work on the coast,
and the ]1' tanekair would do the light-
house work. He had been considering

| whether they could not get the ser-

ices of one of the surv z~\mfr sloops in

16 East, He had heard that some of

ese sloops, which had been fitted up

| for this work, were laid up at Hong

| Kong, and might be available. le re-
{ eornised the im]r.-')r‘t:::w-.'-- of tting the
M onetice sSurvey work o omple ted, See-
i ing that those present, and ufl oTS, Were I
prepared to give their time gratis. and |
| acknowledging the value of the work. |
the application of the deputation |
y (which he would submit to the Cabinet) [
would have higs favourable considera- |

| Cion.
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| lian sculptor, is at present modelling a |
| bust of the Hon. Sir John Hall, ton%he- |

| statesman and Mayor of Christehu rch. i
{ The sculptor’s studio, for the time hoe.

| ing, is at the Canterbury Museum, and |
| having some spare time on his hands
| a8 a consequence of the intermittent |

| fishes for the Museum.  Several of |
| these casts have already been prepared

| and will in course of time be coloured |
; k%: the Curator (Mr Fdgar R. Waite). |
1 The

| been placed on view in the “recent
| quisitions” ecase. It represents a fine |
| #pecimen of one of the ground sharks |
| which are common off the New Zealand |
‘| coasts. The shagreen and all the mark- |
| ing, with its grey, brown and black |
| spots and rings, are copied in a clear |
| and lifelike manner.  ¥Wver since he

|| models of the native fishes; and it will

e ]

~ Mr Nelson Tllingworth, trh_{a Ans'tzl.-a.,-'_.

~order of the family of the veteran |

health of his subject, he kindly offered.
to make some casts of New Zealand

3

o fitst is alrendy finished, and has

nt ae- |

| came to the colony, Mr Waite has had’
| it in his mind to ohbtain a series of |

e O

}h;e- admitted that an excellent beginning |

been made.
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" The first of a series of publications in
connection with the Canterbury Mu-
seum will be issued by the curator, Mr
E. R. Waite, I'.L..S., today. The pub-

lication, which is in the form of a pam- Lam(,
phlet, gives a list of the fish of New _
Zesland. 'T'he catalogue of fishes sup- !(
plied by the late Captain Hutton in .
4 sthe ‘‘Index Faune Nove Zealandim ™’
forms the foundation of Mr Waite's
list. That work, however, dges not A
give references to the original descrip- M
taions, nor to any list where they are . .
‘indicated. Mr Waite has entitled his ‘
amplet a ‘‘ basic list’’ of the fishes. h‘
¢ Care has been taken in the compilation 1
and accurate reference to the origina : ‘
-descriptions of the fishes has been the Shs
chief aim in view. As Mr Waite states in
-¢ a brief preface, every worker in gystem-
jatic zoology appreciates the value—af
most the necessity—for having at hari
Q g a list vuat su&::phegs exact refereng
. o [ the original deseriptions of. t I-
tuents of the fauna he ig studPing, and .
“he pamphlet will be very useful to _@.4"-‘\_,\
students in’other countries as well ag i

«:.-0 New Zealand. There are 252 s
/Imes of New Zealand fish mentioned in
the pamphlet, which is the fitst of the —
. Records of Canterbury Museum.” It 7
Cis intended that the series should deal
.exclusively with subjects represented’
‘2 é in the Museum. Copies will he sent ta
©_QOther countrigs, in exchange for publi- '
cations received at the Museum.
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A fow weeks ago we described o pe-’
culiar specimen which +had been found
in_Temuka, and had been loft at our
office- by  Mr G, Levens, Mr Levens
Sll'])'St-_'rl'll('nt]y sent the find (o My E.
R. Waite, the curator at the Canter-
bury museum, with a letter, and to

‘I ‘have received
with the specimen sent

]ti't'm. It is not a fossil
& pose, but a caleeron

[ These concretions are vy
ed, and are formed hy
of mineral matter

They are most
limestones

foupd in sagdstones,”
50&/.¢~‘;A % ety i
y&e 12?."-«4{1/4“‘ d‘é’c"\-

and eclays,

around
abundant

his he received the following' reply:—
yvour letter, together

for id entifica
as you sup-
concretion.
wiously shap-
the deposition
a contre.
in carthy
but are also

s
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PREVENTION OF CRUELTY.

i
THE HANDLING OF CATTLE.

PIGEON-SHOOTING IN CANTER-
BURY.

|+ MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT TO

458 BE APPROACHED.

The General . Committee of the Socie |
ety for the Prevemtion of Cruelty to
Animals met last evening. Mr W. |
Prudhoe, president, preﬁlded and
seven members a’ttemded

ro s i Ll T e we b U

———

A letter was received from. the
Chatham Islands, stating that ropes
were used for slmg,mg -cattle on board
a steamer at . the islands., The rope
caught them in the region of the hearti
and lungs. It was suggested that can-
vas showid: be used *instead of rope
slings.

e Inspector said that the agents
stated that ocanvas was always used.
He .had heard, that cattle were sub-
jected to cruelty at the islands, and he
would make further inquiries into the

matter. :
P o Trdermand e aloun. | manvvase § R ~ma el

q. heuts.
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| decline to eat the meat.
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" TREATMENT OF ANIMALS.
—

METHODS AT THE CHATHAMS.

THE CHARGES OF CRUELTY.

Further inquiries are being made in
regard to the report that cattle and |
sheep are treated cruelly when taken on
board steamers at the Chatham Islands.
The subject was brought betore the So-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animale on Tuesday nilght, and Mr !
Zouch, the Society’'s Inspector, well
make close investigation into the state-
ments. | .

A Christchurch resident, who was one |

of the party that went to the Chathams '

when his Excellency the Governor visit- |
ed the islands recently, states that he
saw sheep, three at a time, hoisted out
of @ whaleboat on to the steamer by
rope slings. He believes that the use of
ropes must have a bad effect on the ani-
mals. He drew attention at the time
to the methods used, and, moreover, he

hasa photogmﬁhshowin g how the sheep

are treated, He also states that he saw
on the jetty at the Chathams the car-

| cases of four or five sheep, which had

been smothered in the whaleboat while
it was goin% between the jetty and the
steamer. ‘The passage occupies about
fifteen minutes, and suffocation, it was
stated, was caused by the manner in
which the boat was overloaded with
gheep. The dead sheep were skinned
on the jetty, and the carcasesy were
thrown into the water and drifted away.
He asked why the meat was not ocon-
sumed, and was told that nobody would
eat 1t. He then suggested tyila-t it
should be given to the pa, which could
be seen in the distance, but was told
that the occupants of the pa were
wealthier than the white settlers, and
was led to believe that they also would.
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A gentleman who has taken part in
the handling of animals at the Chat-
hames reiterates the statement inade by
the agents of the vessel to Mr Zouch,
that canvas slings are used for cattle.
He says that if any cruelty is perpetrat-
| ed, the settlers, not the shipping people,
are responsible. The method seems to
be to drive the cattle down to a spot
on the beach which is available when
the tide i1s low. They are sometimes
kept there for hours, Short ropes, six
or eight feet long, are ti-e(krmln-d their
horns. The boat is gent in, and a longer
rope is attached, and by it they are
tuided through the water to the steam-
»1 er’s side.  The rope is kept on the
borms, and a belt, specially made for the
purpose, is glac.ed under the animal’s
stomach, and it is hoisted on board.
This gentleman denies that the cattle
are hauled up by their hiorns. As for
the sheep, he states that they are not
hoisted up in slings, but are always
hoisted up in crates, each of which holds
ten or a dozen sheep.

The evidence is of a very conflicting
character, and it seems that the Soci-
| ety’s Inspector will have some difficulty

m. getting the real facts. One of the

f T CTUY bt DT D e Pl el

Chatham lsland steamers will arrive in
Lyttelton on Saturday, however, and it
s expected that, the captein will bhe
able to give some definite information.
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| It has been finally arranged that Mr

Edgar R. Waite, Cunator of the
| Canterbury Museum, is to accompany | !
| the trawling expedition arranged by |

' the Government. It is estimated that |1
'| the trawling operations will extend.
over two months.
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CANTERBURY MUSEUM. l
f

i

|

B

THE ETHNOLOGICAL ROOM.

The casual visitor 4o the Canterbury
Museum sees }-“'11&}" but littie change
in the very extensive collections, pro- |
bably b{':-uuw of their extensiveness, |
but the regular habitue notes altera-
tions and improvements every time an
inspection s made. For years
ber ¢ I

of chalk figures have
one of the eases im the (
room, almost hidden by other objects |
and scarcely moticed by the \,._,ll-)l.i
|
|

These have now been brought to light,
displayed in a separate case, ;L]‘f_l pro- |
vided with a descriptive label, from
which it appears they are of ‘Lh- great- |
est interest. The Jn}w. veads :— '
“On the death of any member of a |
wellsto-do family, one of the men of]
that family goes to the bush tribe that |
lives in the Rosssl Mountains, and ob-|
tains from these people a carved chalk
figure of either a2 man or a woman,
according to the sex of the deceased.
With this he:returns to his village,
and with great secrecy gives it fo a
chief whose particular business it is to
receiveit. It isthen placed in asmall
‘mortnary ¢hapel,’ built inside & larcer
house, an<d iz decorated  with vawra-
gated plants, in company ;'.‘11.1'1 other |
bgures. This
out. of a ﬁ]l[]".’l’:‘i._li'\fll W zard to
the spirit of the deceased; the people
believe that the ghost must have some
habitation on the earth, or it will
haunt the survivors of the family.
They therefore place the fizure for the
spirit to go to. Women are never
allowed to go near or to lock upon
these figures. The chalk of which the
figures are made ooccurs at the top of
the Rossel Mountains.” |

A print, also placed in the case,
shows the chapel or temple, situated
within a house, and the little fizures
standing iuside as above deseribed.

A conversation with the
E. R. Waite) reveals the fact that }
Museum is very much overcrowds
and that liberal extension is -;.'J‘-ql[_‘-'
needed, especially in the l".‘.};_'_|..;lngl-t-:1[
Troom. \l'[' \\.‘l;t‘.‘ ‘1}& thi AL, if a .rif‘ll'
lery was provided in this room, tho
I]IIJ(‘C‘\S could be well displayed and
made of distinetive edue 'I.L"‘rllll valug,s
and he hopes that funds may ]'“‘ 60!
found for extemsions in the direction’
indicated. '8
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b | of the Gowernment steamer to

i | days if they went on to the 1

| ments

suriciie, 80 far as applications for let-:
ting are concerned, . |
THERN ISLANDS.. |

The Minister has carcfully consideresd

§| the request of the Canterbury Philo-
l | sophi {:-a_l ".Sgc%ety--' : ~ regarding  the |
B | cowpletion of the magnetic sur-
f#lvey  of  the Southern
§|also theip  wish to coll

slands, |

. il

other

positio is this,” -said  Mr 1 3
“I am quite prepared on the next tr

Southern Islands to have the seientitic

' | gentlemen landed on one of the islands.
| The vessel would then proceed to the
| vther islands and recurn for them. |
1| This weuld give them ten days if they
t | landed on the first island that tue
b | steamer touched at, six days if they

Y-,l‘a.nd_ued' on the second island, ana two |

- o - . 3 -a 5 il'(l
island.  This is &l I ean do in tho
way of assisting them in their wWork,

made accordingly.”

if they agree to this, arrange-
T
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ST R TR VIE S B i WOTrkK.
He has been advised to take a pro-
longed holiday and complete rest.
TRAWLING EXPERIMENTS.
Interviewed by a “Press”’ reporter,
the Minister for Marine stated that the
trawler Norah Niven starts on Monday
for Stewart Island, and from there
zig-zags along the coast, going out a
distance of 50 or 60 miles; then steams
to the Chatham Islands, and if she is
no*t a full boat then will takesaboard
a load of blue-cod, which will be dis-
posed of in either Christchurch or
Wellington. “I do not expect,” said
the Minister, “if they have any luck at
all, that the experiment will cost us
muech over £1000 for the whole thing;
and for that eum wewill be able to have
an experimental trawling trial of the
Bast Coast of both islands. Of course
it is impossible in that time to make
an exhaustive test over that extent
of water, but we expect the result will
b3 such as to give us an idea of where
the best fishing grounds are. We are
also going to test the southern waters,
to see if there are any oyster-beds in
the South Island other than those in
Foveaux Strait. For this' purpose an
oyster trawl will be taken on the
steamer. Mr Ayson, inspector of fisher-
les, will be in charge of the experi-
ment, and Mr Waite, curator of the
Canterbury Museum, is going as
ecientist, to classify any new species of

fish that may be secured.”
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STATE WORKERS' DWELLINGS. |
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