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THE MUSEUM. :
’__ .

NECESSITY FOR ADDITIONAL
ROOM.

REPORT BY THE CURATOR.

The Board of Governors of Canter-
bury College at their meeting yester-
day decided, on the recommendation
of the Museum and Library Committee,
that a personal assistant be engaged
for the Curator of the Museum at a
salary of 15s per week. The committee
reported having appointed a sub-com-
mittee to take into consideration the
enlargement of the Museum, on ac-
count of the exceedingly crowded con-
dition, and to bring up a report.

In connection with these matters the
following extract from the annual re-
port of the Curator (Mr Edgar R.
Waite, F.L.S.) was read:—
| * “I have the honour to forward to

you my report for the year 1807, and
in doing so beg to draw your attention

to the fact that no addition has been | -
made to the building for the past
thirty years. ‘The collections have
grown to such an extent that the ex-
hibits are, in many cases, In an ex-
ceedingly crowded condition, and be- |
low I beg to suggest a partial remedy.
An entirely new museum is being built |

at Wellington, and a new wing is being |/
| added to the Otago University Museum
| at Dunedin, and one feels tempted to

[3%]



ask: ‘Is the Canterbury Museum to
fall from the high position it has occu-
pied among' colonial museums ’ 1
would also point out that whereas the
collections of the Museum have in-
creased, asindicated, the staff remains,
numerically, the same. The employ-
ment of a youth to act as personal
assistant. would relieve much of my
time at present devoted to purely ele-
mentary routine work. -
“Qtructural.—A strong room, now
in course of erection, was rendered
necessary by the acquisition of valu-
able medals. It will shortly also be
possible to accommodate other trea-
sures previously but ill-protected.
“Galleries.—The overhauling of the
Ethnological Room was completed, and
some new cases added, which, how-
ever, scarcely relieved the very con-
gested condition of this valuable col-
lection. An addition to this room: is
urgently needed, and not only can
nothing further be exhibited, but a
small proportion of the objects shown
can be said to be properly displayed.
Nothing can at present be done in the
way of descriptive {labels—a matter
which I consider is most desirable. 1
would, therefore, urge that a gallery
be built round this room, for which,
I ; understand, foundations already
exist. Other rooms are also congested,
and an extension of the building itself
is really needed, but the requirements
of the Ethnological Room are the most
pressing. The New Zealand Room has
also received considerable attention.

modern form of stand, and new labels
supplied.  The gallery of this room
will need some rearrangement in the

prove the display of New Zealand
fishes, a work already well in hand.
_ %\ilm Stoddart’s drawings of New Zea-
. h;a,nd plants were suitably framed and
ook tpon the walls of this gallery,
gﬁb itﬁ,they form a most instructive ex-

The birds are being carried on a more |

near future, it being intended to im-

[39]



The Chairman asked for authority to
~ | convene a conference of the Canter-
bury members of Parliament, with a
t | view of placing the necessities of the
¥ | Museum before them, and of waiting
. {on the Prime Minister and asking for
» | financial assistance. He pointed out
that the fund out “of which the
. | Museum is , maintained is also that
from which the funds for maintaining
the Public Library, the School of En-
gineering, and the School of Art are
provided, and that it was impossible
to provide out of it for additions to
the Museum buildings. _

On the motion of Mr Montgomery,
seconded by Mr Rowe, the chairman
was empowered to convene the con-

ference.







ay

Salary,
writing,
signed.
o7

'CANTERBURY MUSEUM.

\'V' ANTED, an Intelligent Youth for the

above, well educated. age 14 to 18.
15s per week. Apply in own hand-
with testimonials, to the undeér-

EDGAR R. WAITE, Curator.
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A large whale, measuring 99ft long,
and 20ft wide, and so high that a man
s | 01 horseback cannot see aver it, has
i- | been wa.shed ashore at Commissioner's
Point. six miles north of Okarito, near
Hokitika. Viewed from a distance it

%! has the appearance of a stranded dis-
N | masted vessel.
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‘The  Chairman reported that a few |
days ago an offer was receiveqd from
the owner of a skeleton of a very large |
whale, and he instructed Mr Waite to
t @0 over to Okarito. He regrotted that |
he had recefved a telegram from Ma
. W tte stating that the project of bring-.
the skeleton to tﬁwn ~had been
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AN INTERESTING . EXHIBIT.
- -
SKELKTON OF A WHALE,
Recently the body of a large whale
was washed ashore at Okarito, 1n South

Westland, and residents proceeded o}
- remove the blubber. The chairman of

the Canterbury: College Board of Go-

seornors (Mr G. W. Russell) took steps

to acquire the skeleton for the Christ-
church Muscum, and he has been suc-

cessful in doing this. The curator (Mr !}

. R. Waite), accompanied by a taxi-

dermist, will leave for the West Coast
to-day to arrenge for transporting the
skeleton to Christchurch, where it will
be erected in ths Museum.

The ckeleton is about eighty-seven
feet long, and will form a very valu-
able exhibit. Mr Waite will supervise
the work of gathering the bones, which
will be numbered so as to ensure ac-
curacy. Probably some special poo-

vision will have to be made at the|

- Museum for the reception of the s'ele-

ton.
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':;.-;f-..f‘-m‘"Edgar R. Waite, Curator of the
| Canterbury Museum, has left on a visit

to the West Coast with a view to ob-

| taining the skull .of the whale which

&«ﬂ-ﬁ washed up at Okarito recently.
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A MONSTER OF THE SEA

WHALE STRANDED AT OKARITO

E——TS—

Mr Egan R, Waite, F.L.S, Christ-
church, arrived from Okarito last ev-
ening and was interviewed by a re-
presentative of this journal Mr Waite
stated that on word being received that
a large whale had been stranded on
thz beach at Okarito, he decided to
22 to Okarito and inspect it. He left
Christchurch on February 2o0th and
took the shortest route to ‘Okarito.
The whale is stranded on the beach
about 6% miles from the township of
Okarito and is a very large one, It is
R-ft in length, and the lower jaw 22ft
long and 11ift across. Each jaw-
hene is about 2ft in thickness and can-
not be spanned bv both arms. The
tail measures 22ft across. The whals
hai evidently been dead for some time
before being washed ashore, s the
whalebone it contained had been lost.
The monster was identified as a blue
whale (Balaenoptera sibbaldi) one of
‘the largest species known. The speci-
men on the bench is an excellent one.
and is a cow whale, Mr Waite stated
that nothing could he done in the way
of securing the hones, hecause no suit-
able.-t‘o-_ols could be obtained in the
locality. and the difficulty of geilug |
labor for the work. Mr Waite has
s*ifl hopes of securing the specimen,
and on reaching Christchurch will set
1f 1t ig possible to raise the neces:ar.
funds for the ohiect. Mr Waite was
accompanied by Mr Sparkes and thev
were stuck up at Hendy's ferry for
four days, : ;
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THE MUSEUM.

&
. PROJECTED IMPROVE-

The Museum is an institution, of
which the citizens of Christchurch and
Canterbury are justly proud, and any-
thing that concerns it is always of
public interest. A representative of |
“The Press” had an interview |
{with Mr G. W. Russell, chairman |
{ ot - the Canterbury College Board of |
| Governors, in regard to several mat- |
ters connected with the institution. |
Referring to the peculiar situation | g
| which had been brought to light “W j

| regard to the fee simple of tne Museum
|80, 3 Rusoll had somo. ntoresting

some interesting |

ks to make.  “I thought it de- |

sirable,”” he said, “to ascertain exactly |
1in what position the present Board e%
i %ﬁe?n?rﬁ_ stood in  regard to the |
| muap ™ Droperty, and 1 was very
| througy "Rrised when I found that |
Tion all these years a vaiua




A 1t.  ‘I'he only thing is that we may, |
when the question is raised, suggest to |
4 the Domain Board that it 1s desirable |
that a small portion of the land on the
south side of the building (which is .
. now a part of the pathway leading |
into the Gardens), should be vested in |
us, so that our freehold should not be | |
bounded merely by the wall of  the
Museum. The desirability of such
an  addition to the Museum
land should readily be recognised.
Ix would probably involve some altera-
| tion to the gateway and path, but that |
could be arranged without difficulty
between the two Boards. 8o far as
-} the Museum generally is concerned,” |
| Mr Russell continued, “there is a very
{ fine block of land connected with it,
providing ample room for the enlarge-
nmients which in the future are bound |
J to be necessary. 1 may say that when
| the recent fires occurred at the hos- |
pital and mental hospital, I was some-
whatalarmied at the condition of the
Museum grounds, and after visiting
and making a thorough inspection of
the property it was decided to “spend
a fair amount of money on such work
as would obviate all possible risk of
accidental ignition during the dry sea- |
.{ son. The necessity of having a com-
& Elqt-e-f'. system of fire prevention in the
| building is fully recognised, and were
11t not for the fact that a gravitation |
| water supply scheme is now being ar-|
ranged for the eity, I would have pro- |
posed a considera.le expenditure in
the way of installing some system of
 fire prevention.  Hewever, 1t would
| low be a waste of money to do any-|
| thing in that way, as one will, I hope.
have the gravitation scheme passing
our property shortly. As soon
| 8s that takes place I will recom-|
end to the Board to have a thorough
System installed, to prevent any pos-
-, ?ﬁe daglger c:if the églh-gﬁiﬁééﬁt col- |
eCtion ein le ¥ ' R 1§ 4 uH uil
L ine et tﬁﬁeesetmy by fire. ' In,

L

| exoreised %3 the a.vendants as far Iﬁj !
Lthe appliances will permitr: o]
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matter of enlargement of the Museum,
and stated that a report had been re-
coived from the Curator as to the
| direction in which the enlargement
3 should be effected.  “At t& plosont
time,” the speaker said, * ® “several
dep: artments are so crowded that the
t{ specimens cannob be displayed to the
- | hest possible advantace, and the Board
1 of Governors is really nob in a posi-
| tion to spend money in connection
-
)
p

i Mr Raussell then touched on the

o L T o S

- | with the buildings, because the Museum
| draws its suvvnort from the combined
Museum, Tec hnical Science, and
 Library "Account, which has to provide

| partly for the School cﬁ‘ Engineering,
: -_'_.-_-_.u‘bhc Library, and School of Art, as |
| well as for the Museum. Consequently
| the Museum is an institution that for
#1 4 number of vears has been starved— | ¥
" T use the word advisedlv—on account |t
‘| of the pressing elaims of the other in- |r
stitutions. he intention is that the ¢
Goverfiment sha.ll be approached |t
t
i
1<
s
'E

oo '-.m..-m:i & e~

SR Ry

i} ﬁ'ﬁth a request that the Mu-|
| geum in  Christchurch  shall be 7
| -'rded sommrhat in 't‘.he h@ht




{ 15 provide for the necessary extensions | °
to dismlay the always lnflmtmﬂ‘ col-
lection. For exammle, if the whale
specimen which we are now in treaty
for on the West Coast is obtained for |
the Museum it will  occuny about |
100ft in one of Hw rooms, The speci- | !
men is mearly 904t long, and will be
the largest specinen in any museun: in.
the world.”
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In conversation with a reporter yes-

1 terday on the subject of the West

Coast whale he has been endeavouring

to secure for the Museum, Mr Edgar

| R. Waite stated thet after frequent

constiltations with the Chairman of

Canterbury College (who had met him in

a veryv liberal spirit), he had been un- .
able to come to terms with the people
who had ‘‘pegzed out” the whale, ow-

ing to their very unsatisfactory replies.

He (Mr Waite) was extremely sorry to

drop negotiations, but it was the only

thing to be done under the circum-

stances.
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THE MUSEUM. A

The museum had for many yvears been ||
starved, but the grant could now be |
ircreased. The salary of the curater ||
was ot equal to the respomsibility of |
his office, and the sum spent in  the
purchase of specimens was ridiculously
siaall. This amcunt should be increas-

W Y e e

LTI

» | ed o £9250 per anmum ‘af the Ileasti. ‘
t ! The buildings were at present insuffi-
- | cient, and the Government was being

-. approached for assistance.
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IN THE WAKE OF A
WHALE.

_ <
THE WILD WEST COAST.

—

(SPECIALLY WRITTEN FOR ‘‘ THE PRESS.”’)

By Epcar R. Warre, F.L.S., CuraTOR,
CANTERBURY MUSEUM.

On opening my newspaper on Febru-
ary 17th, I read that a large whale,
measuring 99 feet long and 20 feet
wide, had been washed ashore six miles
north of Okarito, ‘‘near Hokitika.”” It
was so high that a man on horseback
could not see over it. and, viewed from
a aistance, it had the appearance of a
stranded dismasted vessel. If this ac-
count was anything near the truth, it
was something like a whale.

As the result of telegraphic mes-
sages 10 and from Okarito, I left for

the , West Coast with Mr William |
Sparkes, taxidérmist to the Museum.
I had no authentic record of a whale

99 feet in length, and was prepared to

flisgo-unt this considerably. People.
8aid :-—“Why ecouldn’t they say 100 feet

;mh,-ile they were about’ 1?7  But one
had t¢ remember the remark of the
ankee
o] X -
e p:gl?&ilgelj, do you imagine I would im-
Peril my immorta] soul for the sake of
@ paltry wafl-m inches,”’ =

under similar circumstances : «—

s

Lm e —



However, before starting, we learn-
ed that the whale had been taped byﬂ
Mr J W. Thomson, harbour master ol
Okarito, and that the exact length was
87 feet. Here, then, we had one of the
largest whales known to science. It is
true that greater dimensions have been
recorded ; have we not an instance in
- the newspaper report of this identical
creature, which diminished 12 feet
under the tape? Whales have been de-
soribed as 960 feet in length, but the
older historians were notorious for
drawing a very long bow. 1In 1532
Olaus Magnus, whose illustrations, by
the way, are monstrous and fantastic,
in describing a whale cast on to a
Northern beach, gave its length at 90
feet; this may have been correct, for,
according to the most reliable modern
authcrities, whales have been accurate-
ly measured 85 feet in length.

Whales are the largest animals which

the world has ever known, gigantic for-

!

|
|
|

sil remains notwithstanding. Anyone,
therefore, who has seen a whale 87 feet

long, has viewed.the greatest animate
production of Nature.

My object was to secure the skeleton
- of this gigantic whale for the Can-
terbury Museum, but, as' my readers
will be aware, 1 have not been suc-
cessful, | ?

There was no mechanical bar to se-
curing the bones and transporting them
o Ohrls‘ochurch, and failure did not
~ result, from want of energy or .em-
thusiasm; there are, however, condi-
Lions quite beyond one’s control, and

‘beffore twhesp the most ardent must
nb{)w o ; : : :
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In one of his interesting articles re-
cently published in ‘“The Press,”” Mr
E. R. Waite, Curator of the Museum,
remarked that during his travels on the
West Coast, in the wake of the Okarito
whale, his efforts to secure examples of
the New Zealand grayling proved un-
availing. He expressed the opinion
that the grayling was being extermi-
nated by the introduced trout. In con-
| nection with this matter Mr Waite
| has received a letter from Mr A. M.
Johnson, who states that when curator
for the Acclimatisation Society some 30
years ago, he went to some trouble and
expense 1In procuring from the West
Coast some of these fine game fish for
| breeding purposes. He made them a
| special race and spawning ground, and
he considered it quite possible that
there might be some still there in the
low part of the gardens near the river.
The Acclimatisation Society might take
| some interest in this fish, 'a,_n}F endea- |
| Your to propagate them mnaturally amnd |
5N 4 1 e e y et QA T e SR A

Lo Al
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Yecent acquisitions at the Museum
include a model of a great auk’s egg
presented by the curator (Mr Edgar R.
‘Waite). The great auk, which was a
! flightless bird about the size of a ,
goose, has been extinct for many years,
the latest examples having been ob-
{ taiped in 1844. The model of the
| great auk’s egg presented to the
" Muscum is from a specimen in- the
| Edirburgh Museum. Another new ac-
quisition is a paper-nautilus from the
{ Chatham Islands. wr B. A. Speigoc,
I M.A., F.GS8., has presented to the |
| Musenm specimens of andesite from
I Ruapehu, Kete Tahi (Tongariro), Wai-
{ hohonu Gorge (Tongariro), and Blue
Lake (Tongariro); basalt from Samoa:
lava from Savaii (Samoa); and volcanic
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My Edear F. Stead, in conjunction
with Mr R. Turnbull, of Wellington,
has purchased the whale that went
ashore on the Westland beach near
Okarito a few months ago. Mr Stead

will leave Christcliurch for Okarito to- )

morrow morning to arrange for getting |

the skeleton and having 1t transport-
ed to Christchurch,
mammal, which is believed to be one of

the largest known, is now buried in 6t

or 7ft of sand. Mr Stead will engage a
gang of men %o dig out the bones and
get them ready for transpert, It 18
expected that this work will oceupy

The great sea- |

more than three weeks. Some time |

rego an effort was made to secure the
gkeloton for Canterbury Museum, and
Mr E. R, Waite, the curator, went to
the West Coast with that object, but
the expense and other considerations
led the museum authorities to relin-

guish the scheme. The skeleton will be |

poid by the present owners. No defi-
nite arrangements have been made in
regard to its disposal, but it is expect-
el that some steps will be taken t-
have it retained in the dominion.




THE OKARITO WHALE.

<
The huge whale which was casb
ashore near Okarito, in Southern West-
land, some five or six months ago has
been purchased as it lies on the be:ach*
by Mr Edgar F. Stead and a Welling-

ton gentleman. The price is not men-
tioned, but it is understood to bear
very small relation to the amount th‘fl‘b
it will cost to land the skeleton 1n
Lyttelton. The task of securing the
skeleton would 1 any case be one of
considerable magnitude ; but under the
circumstances it will probably be found
to present unexpected difficulties. A
portion of the whale 1s buried
six feet deep in the sand
washed round it by the waves,
and a good deal of excavating between
tides will be necessary, with the possi-
bility that the next tide may render
the work useless. The whale measures
87ft in length and 16ft in depth, and
its weight is estimated at 150 tons.
When it s also remembered that it has
beer: dead for quite a long while, it will
be recognised that the work of separat-
ing the flesh from the bones will be
neither easy nor pleasant. Mr Stead
leaves to-morrow, with three friends,
Messrs Walker (2) and J. H. Clayton,
for Okarito to undertake the job. The
party are taking an extensive equip-
ment of gorse knives and hay knives
for cutting up the blubber, hooks for
dragging 1t away, blocks and tackle
for lifting the huge bones, and, it is

poses which will be obvious to any-
one who has ever been within range
of a dead whale. Mr Stead and his
friends will camp close to the scene of
operations, which is some six miles
along the beach from Okarito, and ex-
pect to be away for five weeks. The
future destination of the skeleton, if
their efforts are successful. is at present
undecided, but it may be mentioned
that a skeleton of such enormous size

said, a store of Jeyes’ Fluid, for pur-

is to be found in very rew of the gre
3 % mseums of the world. ity




<. Sat. ‘
(Rececoed % .S \97«040/\7







——

TR
UrrG  follpri, Helos

& e &
Wm e . L“:& 4




Respecting the long fish, recorded in
esterday’s ‘‘Press,” as having been
taken at the Croixelles, Mr Edgar R.
Waite informs us that it is, without
doubt, an example of the Ribbon or
Oar Fish. Though these fishes may be
twenty feet or more in length, and
from ten to twelve inches in depth,
their bodies are only an inch or two|.
thick, and the name Ribbon IMish is ap-
plied in reference to this peculiarity.
The name Oar Fish is given in allusion
to the paddle-like expansions which
terminate the long ventral fins. i aght
or nine examples have been recorded |
from our waters, and they are nowhere
common, being known mainly from |
‘| dead specimens floating on the surface
of the sea, or thrown ashore by the |
waves. They are generally believed to !
be inhabitants of the deep sea, and ex-
amples observed alive off the Secandi- |
navian coasts, in shallow water, were |
.| probably in vrocess of being  washad |
| ashore. - .
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SEKELETON OFFERED TO THE
MUSEUM.

At the meeting of the Board of Gov-
ernors of Canterbury Coilege yesterday.
the following letter was discussed 1in
committee :

“Mr R. Turnbull, of Wellington, and
myself have secured the skeleton of the
whale which was stranded at' Okarito.
The skeleton 1s complete with the ex-
ception of one of the palate bones.
wishing to see the skeleton in the

Christchurch Museum, we make vou.

the followmg offer: —

“We will sell the whale at £500 but
if the money is to be raiged by public
subseription, Mr Turnbull and myself
will head the list with a subseription of
£50. |

**Speing the size of the whale and the
fact that we have already received en-
quiries about the skeleton from America
we do not think that we are by  ny
means over-estimating its wvalue at
£500. This price is for the skeleton
landed in the trucks at Lyttelton.  If
yon would prefer to do so, yvou could
take delivery at Okarito at £20 reduc-
tion. That would effect a saving, as
the transport would be cheaper for the
public institution than for us as pri-
vate individuals. Trusting to receive
a favourable reply, I am yours, ete.
Edgar K. Stead.” : ’

The Curator of the Museum (Mr Ed-
gar R. Waite) was present during the
discussion of the letter and answered a
number of guestions.

On the Board resuming, it was ro-
Eorted that the following resolution

acl been arrived at:—“That this
Board will devote £200 to the purchase
of the whale, on condition that the
h_alan,gn is raised by publie subserip-
tion.
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THE MUSEUM COLLECTIONS.
Q, e
A SUGGESTED ADDITION.
When the re ;t—_;f the Curator o1

the Museum (Mr Edgar R. Waite) re-
garding the result of his recent visib

"to the North Island was before the

Board of Governors of Canterbury Col-
Jege yesterday, the chairman (Mr G.
W. Russell) made an interesting sug-
collections in the Museum.

that the Board should thoroughly

gestion with regard to adding to the |

Mr Russell expressed the opinfion'

1

strengthen the Maori Department of

Mr Waite's visit to the North Island |
represented an expenditure of £2Z55.
He was of opinion that whatever could |
he got together illustrative of the
early life of the settlers in the Do- |
minion should be collected. They had |

| a collection of photographs of early |

settlers of Canterbury, but they knew |

that there were other things of inter-

est that ought to be collected. In the

course of a hundred or one hundred

and fifty years such a collection as he

indicated would be of entrancing in-
@

.| terest to future generations.

Mr Izard said that as the executor

| of the late M: Walker, he had two or

three albums of photographs, but no
one knew whom the photographs repre-

j sented.

Bishop Julins remrkad that Mr E;

| W. Beager was the one most likely to

help him in identifying the photo-
graphs.

Mr Izard indicated that he would
probably be in a position to present
the albums to the collections referred

to by the Chairman.

the Museum, and said that the speci- |
mens recently added as the result of

[2t4s]
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I
Canterburp Musenm,
@ hristchurch,
9nd SEPTEMBER, 1908
o THE OKARITO WHALE.
} positio our Institution occupies among Colonial Museum
’ vn to the Christeht to need comment. and | feel sure
W1 1 in desinng to add, to the i:th‘i_'!.'Lri\l.-' “-":1\\;-'”|1:C:C'T',i e fions tha skelsl

The Blue Whale 16 animal which has ever exi (8 I¢
ling), and as the Okarito Whale measures eighty-: n feet 1n t

known ; it is more than thrice the

81Ze 0l any

was stranded on the West

cene to ascertain if arrangements

s On returning | reported to my B a
and it was thereupon =d to advertise for its removal by c act 5

ons fell

Armed with full information as a result of my visit, Mr. |

arito last month, and, as you are aware, secured the skeleton

moval from the

wharf,

Mr. R. T. Turnbull, Mr. Stead now of

y 4
sum of gentlemen will each subseribe £50 e f
Conditionally on my raising the balance, the Board of Governors 0
leaving a similar amount to be subseribed.
Trusting that you will kindly favour me with a donat N aid of
== UL Thne fiine

I am, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

EDGAR R
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MUSEUM pUR CHASES.

The chairman said that he had ro-

ceived a langths Tettar from the Cura-
tor oi the Museam. in which he stated

the results of hig tecent visit to the
North Island, and the purchases he had
made. Mr Waita Lad spent £225 in
the purchase of specimens,  some of
them of exceeding value and great in-
tarest, and the committee considered
that it had received remarkable value

no doubt that the direction in which
the Board should move in future Was,

fivst of all, to strengthen the Maori de.

partment while the dominion was efil]
voung. A sum should be set  aside
every year for the purpose. Another
suggestion was that the. Board should
try to get as therough a collection as
possible dealing with the early lives of
the settlers who had established Can-
terbury. There were g number of
photographs and pictures and doey.
ments dealing = with the  matter,
but nothing  like the collection
there  should he., e

known that the Board had laid it down
a8 a matter of settled policy that such
a collection shonld be made
sult would be of intense interest mn a

undred or one hundred and fifty
Fears,

Mr Trara s that
late My Walker he

lhume of vhotogravhs of early eolo-
nists, but nobodv seemad to lvaw whe
they were. He woyld be willine to
risk tha disatnnprova] of the Deveficiarias
in hapding them over tqo the Musenm,
Mr Weston said that thae collention
of doonmente now in the Publia Library
micht ba batter honead in the Musetun,
e chairman gaig that the doon-
ments had been vlaced in the library
2t the special ‘wish of the ard. so
that Journalists or writers econld have

, the re-

had two or three

€asy access to them.

for the money, o thought there was |

as axecutor of the:
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¢ Mr Edgar R. Waite, Curator of the
Canterbury Museum, has received the
' | following contributions to the fund be-
f|ing raised for the purchase of the
“ | Okarito whale’s  ekeleton:—Mr F.
y | Hitchings 11s, Dr. J. C. Palmer £5
¢ | 5s, Mr Wm. Izard £2 25, the Curator
.| £2 2s: total £10.
CANTERBURY COLLEGE-

-~
EMPOWERING BILL.
PROPOSAL TO PAY CHATRMAN OF
BOARD REJECTED.

(SPECIAL TO ‘‘THE PRESS.’”’)
WELLINGTON, September 3.
The Canterbury College EKmpowering
Bill was briefly explained by Mr Ell in
the House this afternmoon, and it passed
1ts  second reading on the voices, not, '
however, witliout a protest from the




THE OKARITO WHALE.

- N

to assist Mr Kdgar R. Waite, Ch
of the Museum, to raise the £

" oAsN

irator

‘f\ i

) re-
' 1 E ~ e 4 1 1111 fa‘l S ~ 4 1 £

quired im the };Hul, se of the skele-

vhale. The mem-
bers are Dr. (' harles Chilton, Dr.

Q
Coleridge Farr, Messrs R. Speight and
J. Drun mmd _i_hv sum of £51 58 9d
has been subscribed. or promised. to

. ¥ |
adate, the donors : ("tzum;al to the last

| published list bv.:f--i}_;g._:, —Lieut.~Col. Sunow

£1 1s, Dr. H. G. A. Brauer £1 ls

~
H. Stringer £1 1s, A. R. Bloxam £1 |

ley £1 1s, J. L. £2 2s, J. and W.
Jﬂrmeqon £1 h ]* ard Reece and
Sons £2 25 J. Kinsey £2 2s5. Cvru

R. Williams £1 1:%'. ; total A£14 13s.

o P
- —— —.
— —

J. 0. Jameson ;21 l_;s_, Tayvlor and Oak-
E |
A

small committee has been formed |

e ———————i——iny |

—
e ——




Minister of Education regarding ibe
clause providing for the payment of a
salary to the chairman. Mr Fowlds's | 1
protest was greeted with cries of
“Hear, hear,” from all parts of the
House. He said that if they once ad-
mitted the principle in connection with
such 1netitutions, there was no knowing
where they weuld stop. They would
develop a professiomal chairmanchip, 2|l
very undesirable thing for all concern- |
od.

in Committee, subsequently, Mr
Fowlds moved that Clause 8, providing
for a salary up to £200 a year to the
chairman be omitted.

Mr Ell appealed to the House to al-
low the clause. He refemred to the
large amount of work the chairman/|
had to do; he also pomnted out that|,
Mayors, chairmen of tramway boards,
and others holding such public posi-
tior, received pavment for their ser-
vices. ' He admitted there was a diri-
ston of oninion on the Board as to the
amount of salary that should be put in
the Ball.

Notwithstanding Mr ¥ll's advoracy,
the clause was struck out by 38 votes
to 9. The result was received with
lauighter.

Mr Fowlds moved to add a proviso to
Clause 11, providing that no person
shall be oligible for the position f
rector who is not @ member of the Pro-
fessorial Board of the College. My
Fowlds explained that the I.ccal Bills ||
Committee had put in the wonds *‘ox | .
officio.”” This  made his proposed | «
amendment necessary; it would never
do to allew an outsider to be elected to
the position. . It would cause endless
friction. and trouble. : \

The amendment was agreed to oni the | ¢
voices, and the Bill passed through/| !
Committee. (i b

—te

fed A
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= “The Week,”” for the first time in
Its career, is now the part owner of a
- whale. It is a nice afectionate
- Whale, so the man with the subsecrip-
(#don list affirmed, and its name is
Okarito. It is intended to oall it
' Okey ** for short. The man also
-paid it was no relation to the Waite
~plephant, and that if it was not bought
for Museum purposes it would be sent
“to the bone-mill inStead. So “ The

Week ”’ bought a shilling’s worth of
.whale. |
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PAYMENT FOR POSTS OF |
HONOTR. |

—

In reference to the letter from Mr G.
W. Russell, which appears in another
column, we have no wish to disparage
the work he has done as Chairman of
l the Board of Governors of Canterbury |
College. On the other hand, it secems
unlikely to suffer from any policy of |
reticence on his own part. We do
not, however, regard the chairman of
the ‘‘chief executive officer of the
.| Board.” If he occupied that position,
discharging the duties professionally,
we should say that he would be very
inadequately paid at the amount fixed
in the clause which has just been re-
jected by Parliament. We presume,
| however, that the Registrar [is respon-
.| sible for the general business manage-
| ment of the College; that there is a
,| superintendert to look after the re-
serves, and other executive officers re-
sponsible to the Board. It is the func-
tion of the chairman, in conjunction
.| with the rest of the Governors, to
see that suitable appointments _are
made to these offices and to guide the
general policy of the institution. We
have not hitherto found any difficulty
in getting gentlemen competent in
every way for the position, without of-
fering them a brlbe of two or three
hundred a year. Mr Russell has more
tthan once referred, in a carping and
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ungenerous way to the fact that Mr
Malet, when chairman of the Board,
had a private secretary at a salary of
£156 a year. There would not be the
slightest objection to a private secre-

tary being appointed at the pres-ent’

time, his salary being paid by the
Board, but that is a totally different
thing from degrading the chairmanship
from a,ipest of honour and distinction
into a paid office, with a salary attached
to it about equal to that of a good fore-
man of works. Mr Malet certainly
never thought of asking for a penny
of remuneration for himself, and seeing
that his business abilities afterwards
enabled him to fill with credit the posi-
tion of chairman of the Bank of New
Zealand, in addition to other important
commercial positions, it can hardly be
saia that the chairmanship suffe.ed by
being in the hands of a gentleman who
neither received nor asked for any pay
for the work which he did. Mr Russel]
lays emphasis on the fact that the
Board's endewments are worth up

wards of £320,000, and that the Boar]
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.| controls an annual expenditure of up-
wards of £40,000. The I.ondon
County Council controls an annual ex-
penditure of upwards of ten millions,
and the chairman is not paid. The
Metropolitan  Water Board controls
worlks costing more than thirty millions
sterling and the chairman is not paid. 1f
Mr Russell considers these examples too
far afield, we may again pc nt to the
Lyttelton Harbour Board, with works
valued at twice the Canterbury College
endowments and a revenue half as large
again, yet whose chairman is not paid.
We trust and believe that the supply of
able and patriotic citizens, willing to
do equally good work from a sense of
public duty and for the honour which it
brings, is not yet exhausted, either in
the province of Canterbury or in other
parts of New Zealand.

\ _ - _ ‘
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The following additional subseri

: " _ ‘a ubseri
;r-mns_ to the Okarito Whale Fu)?.d hax?;
een: received by Mr E."R. Waite
?\_'[om_r.s‘_lie}'w(md and Co., £1 1s: T'\"Ir
Justice Denniston, £1 1s-: Mr H, P
M;urray—A}'nsley, £1 1s;  Mr G T
Y\.c;':'-.‘:t-o-n;, £1 1s; total, £4 ds.” Ui




JTHE OKARITO WHALE,

&— -
| SECURING THE SKELETON.

A STRENUOUS TASK.

—

(BY Encar F.'StEAD.)

(SPECIALLY WRITTEN FoR “THE PRESS.”)

It was sometime in sarch last tha$
a wire from Okarito, South Westland:
stated that a whalg 87ft long had heen
stranded on the beach some six miles
from the tow ship. Mr E. R. Waite,
Curator of tﬁ Canterbury Museum,
went over to the Coast to see about
securing the skeleton for the Museum.
"On his return he tried to organise an
expedition from the Museum to go
over again and get the skeleton, but
'sufficient funds not being granted. he










\

cut open the bone sheath and give the
bone a pull. We had four days’ con-
tinuous rain while on the cleaning, bui
we rigged up a tent fly and worked
under that.

In the meantime Burrough and
friend had brought up the punt, poling
it. up over the shallow water which
covereg the mud flats of the lagoon,
[t was the pontoon of an old dredge,
and its delicate lines and graceful ap-
pearance led to our christening 1t the
Watersprite.

Nine days’ work finished the clean-
ing of the bones, and we then began
loading them. The smaller ones pre-
sented no diffieulty, and half of them
were auickly stacked at one end of the
punt. Then we loaded the two jaw-
bones, laving them down lengthwise
amidshins. Then, having washed and
scraped the skull to some semblance of
cleanness, we began the work of load-
ing it. We levered it up, got skids
under it, and skidded it un on to the
jetty. We chocked its sleigh so that it
could not leave the track, anchored our
block ahead, and hitched it to the
sleigh, and, lubricating the runners
with water and grease. dragged it to
the end of the jettv. Here we twisted
it round and slid it on skids down on
to some logs placed crosswise on the
jaw-bones. Then we loaded the re-
mainder of the smaller bones, packing
sixty or seventy of the smaller ones in
sacks to prevent damage or loss. At
last, on FKriday, August 21st, four
weeks after we had started work on
the beach, the Watersprite set sail
with the bones on hoard, for Okarito,
only to stick on a mudbank, owing to
lack of water, before she had gone half
a’' mile. There, after two attemvts to
float her, she was left for spring
tides. 3

Two days were spent ‘‘gum-spearing”’
for the missing bone, cleaning tools,
and packing up, the first-named with-
out success. Then we left for. Okarito,
and so for home. In Greymouth I re-
ceived a wire from Okarito to sav that

the punt had been got through, and
the bones were ready for shipment by
the Jane Douglas. They will be taken
to Greymouth, and thero transhipped
for Lyvttelton.

| So ends the tale. It was a good
jaunt, and in conclusion T should like
to sincerely thark Mr Waite, of the
Museum, and Mr J. McLean, of ‘irey-
mouth, without whose valuable advice
and assistance the job would have been
much longer and more difficult.
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i Th;a fund for the purchase of the
Okarito whale now amounts to about
£25. Amongst the latest contributions :.
are £1 1s each from Bishop Grimes and i
Mr A. M’Kellar, and 18s 6d from the
employees of Messrs A. J. White and

0




: The following further contributions
" to the Okarito Whale Fund have been
| received by Mr E. R. Waite. curator of
the Canterbury Museum :—J. Ballan-
tyne and Co., £2 2s; J. Ballantyne and
Co.’s employees, £1 12s 3d; Hdward
Reece and Sons’ employees, 10s; Aitken
and Roberts, £1 1s; Dr. C. C. Farr, £1
ls; Mr  and Mrs George Fry, 6s;
“G.H.,” 10s 6d; Dr. L. Cockayne, £1
Is; T. W. Rowe, 10s 6d; R. M. Laing,
10s 6d ; total, £9 4s 9d. '
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THE OKARITO WHALE.
$_

| MUNICIPAL GRANT APPLIED FOR,

NOTHING GIVEN.

The City Council last night, after a

| short discussion, decided not to con-
| tribute anything towards the sum pro-

posed to be raised by public subscrip-
tion to make up the amount required
for the purchase of the skeleton of the

{ whale stranded near Okarito about six
| months ago.

W

The Mayor introduced the matter by
stating that a deputation had waited

on him with the request that a muni-
| cipal grant might be made.

A circular letter, bearing on the |
| subject, was read. . '

|y
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The Mayor said he believed the Coun-
cil had power to make a grant 1t 1t
desired to do so. The purchase of the
whale, however, did nov end the mat-
ter, for a building would then be re-
quired to house it. It might be that
any subscription given would be a sub-
scription for eduecational purposes, In
which case the Council would get a Go-
vernment  grant.

Cr. Forrester moved that the letter
be received.

The motion was seconded by Cr.
Horsley.

Cr. Parsons said the councillors
would not be acting up to the pride
they felt in their town if they dealt
with the matter in that way. The city
possessed the finest Museum south of
the line, and the Council so far had
not done much towards it, and he
thought they should try to do some-
thing. He understood from the Mayor
that the Council could legally make a
grant.

The Mayor replied that . that was
SO.
Cr. Parsons then moved as an amend-
ment:—“That a grant of £20 should
be made.”

Cr. Hyde: We met last Monday

night and cut down our estimates to
starve our streets.

feed the whale.

streets?
The amendment was mot seconded,

and the motion for the receiving of the
letter was carried.

Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the Mu-
seum, has received the following addi-
tional subscrintions to the fund for the
purchase of the skeleton of the Okarito
whale :—The Canterbury Farmers’ Co-
operative Association £2 23 6d, “G.G.’
and “M.F.” 2s, Dr. F. 'W. Hilgendorf
10s 6d, Mr H. Wynn-Williams £1 1s,

sophieal Institute £5 5s, Mr M. ¢

J_I_Batarzlett 10s 6d. The total is now £61
7s 3&d. \

Cr. Cooper: Now we are asked to |

Cr. Hyde: How can we buy a whale |
when we cannot buy stones for our |
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The following further additions to the | Jl
Okarito Whale Fund have been received | 1 .
by Mr E. R. Waite, Curator of. the |
Canterbury Museum:—Mr R. Speicht |

1 10s 6d, Sympathisers 6d, Mr J. Bicker- |/
‘H_‘t»op‘ Fisher  £1 1s, Friend £1 1s, Messrs | ! ‘
Collins and Harman £1 1s, Mr A. 'F. | ]
Wright 10s .6d, Symvathiser £1 1s, |1 -
Messrs Smith and Anthony £1 1s, Mr | |
R. Heaton Rhodes, M.P., £2 25, Mr N. |’ 1
L. Macbeth £1 1s, Mr Norman Duncan | |
98, Mr W. Duncan 5s, Mr Wilfrid Hall |- |

£2 25, Dr. B. M. Moorhouse £5 bs; |t
total, E17 7s 6d.  The total to date |! -‘
is £78 14s 9d. ] |
2 ——— - = VIR ] 1
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THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM.

AR

‘ AI—’PLICATION § are invited for the Posi-
i tion of ASSISTANT CURATOR. Par-
\ ticulars may be obtained from the Secretary
¢ at the Museum. Applications, addressed to:
i’ “The Trustees, Australian Museum, Syd-

ney”’ must be received at the Museum not |

later than 30th NOVEMBER, 19808.” 9170
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palate bones. Wishing
ton in the Christchurch |
and Mr Turnbull made the 10

offer :w;"é“s’we will sell - the ‘W}i?{}t}. :
£500, but if ’; 10 money is to be a':kai-:.’
by public subscription " Turnbull a:
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The problem of housing the ¢
of the Okarito whale was ratsed by U
.'}:ZL‘\"(')I“ at the recent meeting of The
City Council, and it has :
b\"‘lﬂh"h"t(_‘. '\\'11('1 feol ‘(.!i}‘,_i_.— Lne
Fh@l‘ti_fl be b!l]'{“ri;_i:‘%!z} for H]t"‘
MThe skeleton is toe large to be .
ted into the present buildings, ;'u\nr_l_ it
has been stated that when suflicient
})]i(?. .<_-uhsa’_‘r‘i;ri'-i_una have been 4)’:.»1';:111«(1

i’]‘\ {‘.['.

heen discussed

Museum.
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purchase the whale, mr'i}h:.\'z‘ li"’w‘t)ﬂi*
kill be required for a suitable irmI(_:_!HTi-’-
Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the Mu-
senm, states that there is no meed for
“.‘!& hl]i]flili};i _g'nn‘;ﬁr!'z’q 10 il'![('*!“im"{" in
any way with the attempt to increase
the whale #fund to the required sum.
He pownts out that a monster whale 1s
thrown up on the shores of the domin-
fon once i many years, but a build-
ing may be erected at any time. There
may never be another record bie
whale in New Zealand and the citizens.
he says, ought to seize the opportunity
to have ithe specimen placed in their
Munseum while they can. He does nof
think that there is any necessitv for a
- special building at present, as the
loose hones can he housed temporarii
in the Museum, and tho skeleton can
be articulated and prepared
"t_'i('}l]. at any ii‘.ﬂe lat er on.
LyAng ti‘_ﬂ bring the total kl:l»sf-i‘i])lifarl
up to £190. To do that. he et
only about £10. He says that hulli‘u{i
that many people are willing to '-:.‘lh
gcribe, but they wait until thev oo o
ponally interviewed. Ha o ]“;‘\,‘. ,'i e
those who intend to subseriiy 1 U2t
fund would ligl R 80 fhe

; . . ¢ \ ]t‘-‘ n ( ']‘\. “_{}}‘ ;\1
porwarded theip eubscriptions
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coilected  before the Board would

e Sl Ly R Pt SRS {*% ! ¢+t A ! .
vourtioute 1ts L2000, stated that My
agar dtead had informed him that
Fom-4n call i ot 3. L
Lhne_omer to sell the wilaie was not open
:

L d 158V o

the balance in the

1 iy 1
that the

iy

ion to conclude t1
Bl
10 accommodation

|

i
80 together to
De done |

ol
B ’_'.‘/
LA

4 that he (_‘\.:x't}-':_‘-(f'(.reii any-
¢ a8 10 be done to be done
thin the next four weeks. He was
public would provide
1C next tfew weeks, and
Bo: rd would then be in a posi-

0 the purchase. Ag de-

Of the skeleton would be
Imost 1mmediate

o
AU
. | )
- TNaL T;[l-i?

e
-
-
-
s
[

given
1y, and as there was
_Tor the housing of
1t might be

teleton :
e

: _ Il»;a(‘,(‘é%l.‘%:_i.!'}“ T0
Museum and J

» |5 nyy .
abrary Commit-
consider what gk
.l'l'i'I} I:“‘“
v e

. > 8keleton.
L]f‘,r‘it:i'ti:_!}? coneistine




.
F-
pd
{1

I

Inie

Il

L










