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MR WAITE'S VISIT ToO E
= S T -
[From Ovr (CORRESPONDENT.]
WELLINGTON, August 26.
Mr K. Waile, curator of the Canter-
bury Museum, arrived from Sydney by
the Moana yesterday, and leaves for i
the south by the same vessel to-night. !
Ho told a ** Lyttelton Times” repre- 1
sentative this aifternoon that he had |
experienced delightful weather during
the six weeks of his holiday, and he is
feeling much better for the trip. The
chairman of the Board of Governors of
LCanterbury College (Mr G. W. Raus-
sell}, he said, visited Sydney scme time
ago, and seeing the immense library of
biography and history contained there,
arranged for the institution of a simi-
lar library for the Canterbury Museum.
One of the objects of Mr Waite’s visit |
was 1o see the Sydney institution and
leatn something of " its metheds of
docketing manuscripts and other 'de-
tails. He gained a good deal of valu-
.| able information which he would sub-
| mit to his Board. He also had a talk
| with Professor Bickerton, who was on L.
‘| his way Home to place before the as-
tronomical societies his theory of par-
tial impact. He vikitod all the mu-
feums of the Commonweslth from Ho- |
| | bart to Brisbane, and succeeded in ar- l
| rangmg for some valuable exchanges. |

= |




RETURN QF MR. E. R. WAITE.

(SPECIAL TO ‘“THE PRESS.’’)
WELLINGTON, August 25.
Mr E. R. Waite, eurator of the Can-
terbury Museum, who has been on a
holiday in Australia, returned to New
Ziealand by the Moana L-U—fi;i_}‘. ])’Ilr'iﬂg
his tour in the Commonwealth he was
able to negotiate a number of exchanges

| with other M Osenis. Mr and AMrs
l Waite took ;!a!'\::.'!i.'.l-_:‘- of the salling ol
j{iu‘- new 12,000-ton boat, the Orsova. to

| visit Brisbane on the occasion of the

' J!l.:}];.l't'

of the separation from New
South Wales. The Ursova is the first
of the five big new ships that the Orient

Company is building, and Mr Waite
says she is a very fine boat. The Jubilee
_}-';‘Iu\'jthui a very gay time in Brisbane.
Mr Waite utilised a good deal of his
spare time in connection with his
favourite branch of scienca, viz., the
study of fishes, and the knowledge he
gained will, he says, assist him in his
work with New Zealand fishes. While
he was in Hobart, he was fortunate 1n
being able to look over the new steam
trawler (the Kndeavour), which has
been secured by the Tasmanian Go-
vernment, and there he met his friend
Mr Dannevig, who is in charge of the
operations. The vessel, he found, was
quite a modern one, provided with up-
to-date appliances, and also the latest
appliances for scientific research. The
Government hope to do some Investi-
gation work with a view to commercial
results. At present there is no trawling
industry in Tasmania. Mr Waite thinks
that when the trawler gets to work off
the Tasmanian coast, a number of fishes
similar to those in New Zealand will
be found. While in Sydney, Mr Waite
met Professor David at a dinner given
in hig honour, and in honour also of
]"‘Of‘._?ssor J. T. Wilson, who had been
appoimnted to the fellowship of the Royal
Society, London. Professor Haswell,
who is well-known in the South Island,
presided on that occasion. Since his
return Professor David has been very
busy with his University work, and
consequently he has not yvet been able
to devote a great deal of attention
Yo the specimens he secured as & mem-
ver of Lieutenant Shackleton’s expedi-
tion.. The work will. however, be very
carefully done by the professor and
some of his students when the Univer-
sity worlk is finished for the YEaY
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| STORING HISTORY

THE MITCHELL LIBRARY.

-
o

MR WAITE IN SYDNEY.
Durine his recent visit to Australia |
e (. W Russell, M.P., was greatly
interested in the Mitchell collection of
documents, books, engravings and re-
cords relating to the history of Austra-
Jia, and on his return to (;"ll_l‘istncr_hu.rch
the question of establishing a similar
library in Christehurch was considered,
and Mr Hdgar Waite, curator of the
Christchurch Museum, has obtained
' some forther information regarding the
scope of the collection and of the build-
ing in which the historical treasure 1s
stored.
| The gift was made by the late Mr
| David Scott Mitchell i 1808, and he
stipulated that the 30,000 volumes,
prints, engravings and pictures that he
was prepared to hand over to the Gov-
| ernment should be properly housed in
| Svdney, and that they should be kept |
separate and known as the Mitchell f,
Library. TFor some years, owing to
changes of Governments, it was impos-
sible to select a suitable site for the ',
building in which to store the valuable \

1

i
e e -

records of Australia’s life, but in 1901
competitive designs were invited for a ;
library, and in 1908 a site in Macquarie |
‘Street was decided upon. Last year the t
Luilding was completed and the library
mstalled.  Bxperts were engaged, and
the library has been classified according

to the Dewey system, and divided into |
four sections —(1) Manuscripts and |
Papers; (2) coins, medals, medallions, |
t(})l_sens and” miniatures; (3) hooks, |
_9-"_1011.-3’ 00 early Australian history; (4) |
(Portraits, maps, sketches, plans  and l




-

| a complete set of Australian almanacs

| to 1900. The old manuscripts are

PR

| engravings. Although the collection is
- distinetly local, there are other valuable
‘things, with no particular bearing on
Australian life, that would find a cher-
ished place in any collection of old re-
cords. . Among them are two °f Books
tﬁ 52‘ ours’’ printed on vellum and dated

_The building in which the Mitchell
Library is housed is up-to-date in every
respect, and particular care has been
taken to guard against the bogey of all
collectors, fire. The shelves on which
the books are placed are of steel, and,
although some of the show-cases are of
Java teak, wood, where possible, has
| been replaced by non-inflammable ma-
terial. A feature of the library i1s an
automatic lift, which can be manipu-
lated from floor to floor by the mere
pressing of a button, and the doors
leading to the lift will not open until
it is exactly opposite the floor and is
stationary.  Electrie lighting is used
everywhere, aud no paimns have heen
sparved to light the interior.

The collection of books and manu-
seripts includes the first newspaper
printed in Australia the ‘‘ Sydney Ga-
zette ’ of 1803;  the first book, the
¢ New South Wales Standing, Orders,
1802-1808 ’'; the first hook of verse,
Barron Field’s ¢ First Fruits of Austra-
lian Poetry, 181977 ; and the first the-
atrical playi)ill issued in 1800. There is

from 1806, and a copy of every work of
note published in Australia from 1810

‘bound in 1000 volumes, ~and include
some almost priceless writings. There
\is the original journal of Sir Joseph
Banks, who accompanied Captain Cook
| on his first voyage around the world.

| There are the journals of Pieyer-Nuyts

-

| (162787) and ‘of the host of intrepid
| explorers that assisted in the conquest

of

U B

the continent. There are diaries of |

L

rij




| many men who haye been prominent in |
many walks of life, and the manuscript |
poems of Charles Harpur, the first true |
f;-'\uset'-ml_imr_ poet. | In addition to the |
bound volumes there are thousands of
| letters, and other documents with
special reference to Australia’s great
| men, letters of Sir Henry Parkes, Sir
| Joseph Banks, Mr John Dunmore
! Lang, Captain Piper and a hosi of
others who have been closely identified
with the history of Australia,

The value of the collection cannatb
well be estimated, although at the time
when Mr Mitchell made the offer he
stated that the amount spent in mak-
ing the collection was approximately
£30,000, and that he proposed to con-
tinue adding to it at the rate of £800 |.
a year. :

e —
—————— i S S e

—

LINKS WITH THE PAST.
p _
THE MITCHEILL COLLECTION 1IN
SYDN}ZY. ' .

In conversation with a ‘‘Press” re-
presentative, Mr Edgar R. Waite,
curator of  the - Canterbury Museum,
who returned to Christchurch yester-
d_a-y, s_mp*p]ied some interesting informa-
t}on In. regard to the Mitchell collec-
1_310151 In Sydney, on the lines of which
:}} ltﬁheprop(i‘vsed to establish a collection
bl lfx?ll: y ﬁantenbury reoord§ in the
e b rg ] iﬁlnl. Mr Waite, it
siderable ']::EF i T
the inst't,p' lon of his time studying
o Itution with a view to obtain-
'va%u:ny mform;_xtmn‘ *phat might be of

n. the 101‘!'{1&1'510‘!} of the local

| "= "'!lp'-‘
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collection. The Mitchell nbrary, whica
was offered to the New South Walss
Government by Mr David Scott Mit-
chell, M.A., and promptly accepted,
consists of a priceless collection of
books, manuscripts, papers, - cOIns,
medals, meaallions, tokens, miniatures,
books (chiefly on Australian early his-
tory), portraits, pictures, maps,
sketches, plans, and engravings. It 1s
classified according to the Dewey -sys-
tem, and divided into four sections,
being housed in the Mitchell wing of
the new Public Library. Books and
manuscripts are the great attraction of
the library, and include the first news-
paper printed in Australia, the *‘Syd-
ney Gazette,”” of 1803, the first book,
“New South Wales General Standing
Orders, 1802-1808,” the first book of
verse, Barron Field’s “First Fruits of
Australian Poetry, 1819,” and the first
theatrical playbills issued in 1800.
Again, there is an almost complete set
ot Australian almanacs from 1806, and
the first issues of . the “South Sea
Island Mission Press.””” The Aus-
tralian Art Gallery is also a special
feature of the exhibition. Mr Waite
stated that the building was a hand-
some massive stone structure, several
storeys high, specially built with a view
to housing the collection. The whole
of the shelving is of steel, and the
woodwork is practically a negative |
quantity, the risk of fire being thus re-

duced to a minimum. The electric
lighting is also splendidly and conve-
niently fitted up, and the automatic

electric lift, which is of the most up-
‘bo-da.te- character, also proves a great
convenience. ‘‘It would be quite im-
possible to duplicate such a collection.’”’
said Mr “;aite, “and it is absolutely
unique. tested several shelv ’

books which I knew were extf;m:l);

rare, and in every instance found what
I was looking for.”

e ———




Among the exhibits in the Mitchell
collection (of which Mr E. R. Waite,
Curator of the Canterbury Museum, |
made a special study during his visit |
to Sydney) is the original journal of |’
Sir Joseph Banks, written when he ac-
companied Captain Cook on his first
voyage round the world. This journal,
covering the years 1768-1771, gives an
account of 'the exploration of the east
coast of Australia and the circumnavi-
gation of New Zealand, and is a very
valuable Tecord of early Australasian
cxploration. :

mi. .. Ty 0 L S -, (N = ' Leren "

A Y‘ery'intere‘sting booklet edited by
Mr Edgar R. Waite, Curator of the
Museum, dealing with the scientific re-
sults of the New Zealand Government
trawling expedition of 1907, has » re-
.| cently been published. The booklet,
|| in addition to the letternress, contains

2 chart showing the trawling stations
anﬁl a number of reproductions of ex-
;’I‘;erilﬁt: ‘th}tﬁgraphs taken by various
e c(';-“}ﬁ ,Ol-]f the expedition. Articles
i ntributed by Dr. Benham, Mr

. R. Wa . .. :
Mr H. Sl&l:f » Mr R. M. Laing, and

A

™ s e
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In the booklet dealing with the scien-
tific results of the New Zealand Gov-
ernment trawling expedition, Mr K.
R. Waite, Curator of the Canterbury
Museum, states that he received from
Mr Ayson a copy of the official report,
which, though styled an ‘‘interim re-
port,” ‘was very detailed and exhaus-
tive as far as trawling was concerned.
The total weight of marketable - fish
brought to port by the trawler during
the three months’ cruise, states the
report, was 46,750lb. Mr Anderton,
who supplied the report on the opera-
tions at the Chatham Islands, wrote:
“It, was a sight to see the boats re-
turning after a couple of hours’ fish-
ing, loaded to the gunwale with blue
cod. Four Pitt Islanders caught 230
of the largest blue cod I have ever seen
and this was in less than an hour and
a half’s fishing off the north-west cor-
ner of Pitt Island. Six of the crew
caught 606 blue cod and 103 large
hapuka in seven hours off Whangaroa,
and on anotler occasion caught 860
blue cod in three heurs and a half.
Almost all the men were inexperienced
in the art of blue cod fishing,” making
- the catch all the more remarkable. It
is extremely probable that the Chatham
Islands will in the near future become
one of the most important sources of
our fish supply.” Mr Waite states
that he fully agrees with Mr Ander-
ton’s remarks, and considers that with
the great demand for blue cod in New
Zealand and Australia and the prodigi-
ous supply to be won around the
Chathams and neighbouring islets, a
very profitable industry should be
aintained. ' -

T— e e B " S
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The voraciousness of the mollymawk
is incidentally mentioned in the recent-
ly published booklet giving the scien-
tific results of the New Zealand Gov-
ernment trawling expedition. “When
trawling off Long Point, Otago,”’ states
the report, “a number of the birds were
in close attendance, feeding at the side
of the wvessel, and devouring food
thrown to them. They are capable of
ewallowing a full-sized red cod whole.
When one of the birds had the ‘field’
to itself i1t would pick the fish to
pieces as it floated on the water, but
if another bird approached, the fish was
quickly gulped down.”

“On our passage to Napier,” writes
Mr E. R. Waite, in his introduction to
s | ““The Scientific Results of the New Zea-
land Government Trawling Expedi-
tion,” “‘we were almost continuousiy ac-
" | companied by porpoises. A school would
‘| sight us a mile or more distant, and
head straiglit for the vessel, when the
individuals would zigzag from side to
side across the bows, revelling in the
foam which our passage produced. We
shot a couple of the mammals with a
military rifle, and put the ship about
to where the ruddy water showed they
hadl ‘:))een killed, but the hodies had
sunk.

— .

Mr E. R. Waite, who edited the
booklet detailing the scientific results
of the recent Government trawling ex-
p-sid-ltmn, m his introductory remarks,
states that some of the cattle on the

| northern coast of Chatham Island de-
velop a taste for seaweed, and prefer
1t to grass. Several animals, all miser-
al?l'.?’ thin, were seen feeding on the
oty Mr Waite being informed by a
l‘-e.szd*?r}-’t- of the island that their poor
condition was characteristic of cattle

they could not ha ‘ﬂge?a'gég?’ from which
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CANTERBURY MUSEUM.

A PLICATIONS are invited for the posi-
. tion of

Taxidermist and Articuln_.tor.
Salary £200. Particulars can be obtained
fl_b_om the Cq

urator.  Apvplications close at
Noon on MONDAY, 11th October,

- GEO. H. MASON,
4443 Registrar Canterbury College.
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PARTIAL IMPACT.
*—

'TO THE EDITOR OF ‘‘THE PRESS.”’

Sir,—In your report, published on |
the 9th inst., of the public meeting
called to further the scientific recogni-
tion of the theory of partial impact,
Professor Bickerton is reported to have
stated, in effect, that he had experi-
enced difficulty in obtaining proper op- ,
portunity for submitting his papers to |
scientific societies. Your report reads:
—*If he had any papers to be read

.| they were put at the bottom of the list, ,
‘| so that there was small chance of their |
being read; and if they did get read,

no one stayed to debate them.”

As far as the Canterbury Philosophi-
cal Institute is concerned, the Council
feels that Professor Bickerton has, un-
intentionally, cast a reflection upon it.

For many years Professor Bickerton
was a member of the Institute, and was
atoone""-i;r;me 1ts president also. During
this period he contributed many papers,
several of which were published in the

Transactions of the New Zealand In-
stitute,” and some of the meetings
Were given up entirely to him ; the re-
cords further show that on one occasion, i
%ﬁ least, a special meeting was held for f

e sole purpose of enabling him to| - i

place his views hefo th - 1
and the world at largI: e Institute, {

s B >
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Although he ceased to be a memberi
of the Institute in 1897, that is twelve
Years ago, the Council ‘recently, at his
own request, arranged for a special | -
meeting, which was largely attended by
members and others. His address was
the only business taken at the meeting,
and would doubtless have been more
fully discussed had time permitted.

In view of the foregoing, it should be
clear that Professor Bickerton has had
every possible opportunity of presenting
his work to this Institute, and the re-
cords also show that his papers have
been ‘treated quite impartially in re-
spect to their position on the agenda
paper. 2

In making his sSweeping assertion,
the Council is of opinion that Professor
Bickerton might have excepted the Can-
terbury Philosophical Institute, a so-
-ciety with which he was, at one time, so
honourably and actively connected.—
Yours, ete.,

EDGAR R. WAITE,

Presiden.t,:--—.C'anterbury Philosophical

, Institute,

October 11th, 1909,
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PROFESSOR BICKERTON AND THE
PHIELOSOPHICAL INSTITUTL.
TO THE EDITOR OF ‘‘TIIE PRESR.”

Sir,—I must reoret that the Council
should have thought I included the Can-;
| terbury Philosornhical Institute in the <
| remarks I made regarding the scientific
i negiect of my theory. 1 was speaking
f of my being so well known all over the
{ world as a faddist that I was aveided
| as a bore, and Christchurch was not in
my mind at all. Most certainly the
| Institute has done much for me, al-|
' though I have at times felt it kas nct
" done all it might. The Council sert
on for publication all my early papers;
they were objected to as nonsense 1n
the House of Representatives, and their
printing opposed. Sir George Grey, in
} a vowerful sneech, showed their great
importance, and carried the vote. Mr
Andrews, in a letter, tells us tnat Sir
George Grey, in his speech, said ‘‘that
when known the theory. weuld lend a
lustre to the name of New Zealand that
would grow brighter and brighter as the
ages rolled on.”” The Transactions of
the Institute being in all the great
libraries of the world, renders perma-
nent plagiarism impossible. It is, per-
haps, a score of years since I perscnally
| i | read those early parvers; but recently
‘l | Mr Gifford, Herschel Scholar of Cam-
| \ | bridge, and an Oxford mathematician
(Mr Martyn, I think), went carefully
through them, and Mr Gifford wrote
me of his surprise at the absence of
flaws and the compvleteness of those
papers of thirty years ago. In addi-
tion to the printing of these papers,
I have to thank the Council of the In-
stitute for much other aid. It recently |
ut itself out of its way to allow me to
ecture after its session ‘had closed.




e e Y =W o~

Amongst the members of the Institute
there are several who have given me
raluable mathematical aid. Generally,
also, they accent the theory of the
third body, and almost all consider it
a valuable working hypothesis as a
guide to astronomical research.

In view of the width of the work
and its nroven power to have been a
cuide to observation, what I think the
Institute micht have done, and what 1
hope it will still do; is to take an ac-
tive instead of a passive interest in it.
The Council has been too modest of
its own ability and power. The case
i1s veculiar; really its members are bet-
ter qualified to judge than the eminent
> scientists of the Old World—such men
are specialists, consequently essentially
not qualified to judge of a generalisa-
tion involving half-a-dozen sciences. It
is here I feel that the broader training
of the colonial nrofessor better enables
him to judge of the theory than the
astronomical specialists whose work is
chiefly measurement and calculation.
Few great astronomers are astrophysi-
cists ; even astrophysics, as yet, scarcely
touches thermodynamics, one of the
most basic sciences involved in  the
theory of partial impact. Among the
members of the Institute there is
scarcely a noint but someone would be
qualified to give an authoritative
opinion on; and I am sure, were they
to work enthusiastically, they might
help me much, both in making the
theory known and in aiding to solve
some of i1ts myriad problems and extend
some of its manv naths.
alllxareft?}l;e ioneluding:, I wish to especi-

‘ ank the president, Mr Waite,

and the secretary, Mr Speight, for

much k.n]d]y symvathy and encourage-
ment.—Yours, ete.,

A. W. BICKERTON.
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_-;IJ'_.""Eﬁiﬁq-rt-r W. Waite, F.L.S., Curator
(

the Canterbinry Museum, Christchurch,
ew Zealand, is at present on a flying
visit to ]uht)mc having taken advantage
of the maiden voyage of the (__h»o‘. a, from
Sydney. Mr. Waite, who left the Ais-
tralian Museum, Sydney, three vears '__r'.
to assume '‘charge of the Canterbw

Musgeum, has added largely to the c llt«-
tiens, the most notable acquisition being
the skeleton of the largest whale in
world. 'This ]f"\'ia‘rh:ln was' stranded on
the west coast of New Zealand., and mea-
sures 87ft. in length. Mr. Waite is presi-
dent of the Canter] bury llmme} 1cal In-
stitute, and was a member of the scien-
tific expedition which recently investigated
the natural products of the sub-As 1I¢17\m
1slands, and mcidentally picked up the sur-
vivors of the ill-fated Duvd onald, wrecked
on the Auckland Islands, the men having
experienced great Jmulwhm\ for seven
months. Mr. Waite, who is staying with
1\'1.]”. 1{ _[TH].(_’.'T] X“\((‘U’ t(lll{(‘ Im_n\\(\]lg,

will return by the Orsova t\)-}m_}l'rmf.', .
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There ig a probability that

- will be taken by the Canterbury Philo-

sophical Institute regarding the Go-

action

vernment’s proposal to issue licenses
for the taking of seals on the Campbel]
and other sub-Antarctic islands, and
that representations unfavourable to
the proposal will he made to the au-
thorities. Several members - of the
scientific party which visited the is-
lands towards the end of 1807 con-
firm the statement that all the fur
seals on the islands will be exterminat-
ed in two seasons if licenses to  kill
them are- issued. When asked his
opinion, Mr Edgar R. Waite, Curator
of the Canterbury Museum. who was
one of the party of scientific men that
visited the islands in 1907, said that he
thought that the issue of licenses would
be a great mistake. The fur seals were
practically exterminated in 1824, when
between seventy and eighty thousand
sealsking were taken from the islands.
The protection afforded during the past
few years had resulted in a small in-
crease, but if the seals now on the
islands were to be killed it could e
taken that the species would be almost
exterminated. Mr Waite  could
not say that it would pay anyone to
go from New Zealand to take up seal-
ing a% the sub-Antarctic islands. 1%
might pay men on the islands or whal-
awn tn connection with their whaling.
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| CENTROPHORUS P LUNKETI,
f" -
|© A firm of fishmongers in this city re-
| cently sent to the Canterbnry Museum
the hody of a shark, which they had ~e-
coived from Kaikoura. It was taken
[ bv Mr A. D. Goodall 1n 130 fathoms
of water, and was one of three cap-
tured at- the same time. The fish
proved to be of a genus hitherto un-
known in New Zealand waters, and
was of a new species.

When Mr E. R. Waite, curator of
the Canterbury Museum, accom-p-anieﬂ
his Excellency Lord Plunket on Fis
tour of the Southern Islands in 1907,
it was remarked that a new bird had
been designated after Lord Ranfurly,
the present Governor’s predecessor.
Lord Plunket then jocularly made the
request that if a new species of fish
were drawn to the surface it should be
named a ‘“plunketi.”.  Unfortunately
no novelties were taken during the
cruise, and the new name suggested
could not be bestowed.

A new shark in these waters is not
an everyday occurrence; so when the
Kaikoura capture was reeceived, Mr
Waite wrote to his Excellency and ask-
ed permission to associate his name
with the new species. TLiord Plunket,
in a humorous reply, says:—“T have
much pleasure in accepting the honour
of having your new shark named after
me.  Should a portrait or description
of the shark be published, should much
value a copy. ~Trust he will not meet
me when bathing and claim relation-
ship.—T am, ete.”

«ihe name of the new shark will be
phorus plunketi.”  The speci-

men in the Museum, which is not the

};}rggst of the three captured. is 4ft

m m length. 1t is characteris
aving two fins on its bacﬂ? e«;lcﬁiledplbe{
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. At the New Zealand Institute meet-

ing to-day, Mr G. M. Thomson, M.P.,

. made an appeal fot an illustrated cata-
” legue of New Zealand fishes. If any-
~one desired, he said, to know the name

of a particular fish, and to identify it,

he would find it almost impossible to do

80. There were lists of fishes but no

catalogue. A catalogue of the marine

wclinsca was in  preparation, but he

~thought the matter of a catalogue of

‘the fishes of New Zealand should be
prepared. He suggested that the New |

%ea!and Institute should bring the mat-

Yer-under the notice of the Govern.

ment, with a view to one such cata-

logue being prepared and printed in the |

~near future.  The members of the |

- Council of the Institute heartily en- |

~ dorsed Mr -;Thomson’s~suggestion-._' R )
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{ body is to be hrough
| place at the

Mr George R. Marriner.

News was received in Christehurch
to-day of the death in Wanganui, early
this morning, of Mr George R. Marri-
ner, Curator of the Museum there, and
well known and , respected by a large

cirele of friends i Christchurch. ' n¢

late Mr George Marriner was only
about thirty years of age, and had en-
joyed good health up to a few weeks
ago.: He was then operated upon for
an internal disorder, and although he
rallied for a time, hnally succumbed.
He came to New Zealand with his peo-
ple in 1880, and received his early edu-
~cation at the West Christchurch
School.  He left school to take a posi-
tion as assistant under Dr. Dendy in
the bielogical laboratory at Canterbury
College, and remained at the College

~until he left for Wanganui, a yvear or

sc¢ back. He matriculated at Canter-
bury College, and made a special study
of biological work. He ecarried out
same valuable original researches, and

“was the author of a publication bearing

on the life history and habits of the
kea, contributing also a number of
impm's at meetings of the Canterbury
*hilosophical Society, of which he was
a prominent member. He was a mem-
ber of the recent sub-antarctic expedi-

i tion which visited the southern 1slands,

and was also a member of the commit-

| tee of the Ornithological Society of

Australasia. While in Chvristehurch
“he was'a member of the Spreydon Bap-
tist Church, and was the head of the
Clarence ‘road branch of the church

{ until he left for Wanganui. He took

‘a prominent part in Church matters
at Wan anui, and was leader of the
 Young Men’s Bible Class there, deacon
of the church, and choirmaster.  The
_ t back to Christ
church,  and the funeral will ta,k;

Linwood Cemetery on

‘Tuesday.
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A well-attended meeting of the Philo-
fmpmmu Institute was held last even- |
when, after the formal business |
had been transacted, Mr FBdga 0

!
|
|

11‘\11

Waite read a very entertaining and in-
teresting paper on ‘‘The Domestic
Habits of Fishes.”  In prefacing his
| address, the lecturer stated that owing
| to the extreme nh"l“(\“‘s of the fish it
was a xm_v difficult task to ftudv 1t In
its native haunts. He then dealt with

the div or»merl (*hamvtnugtlc.s which pre-
vailed i tnn reproductive processes of
various  fish and explained the
ingenious manner in which the eges
were protected until they were hatched.
Many other fascinating features were
dealt with, and at the close of his lee-
ture (w hich was illustrated by lantern
| slides) Mr Waite was accorded. a hearty
. voh of tha.zlw
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KING IS DEAD.

HIS MAJESTY DIED AT BIIJ)NIGHT.

AN EMPIRE IN MOURNIN‘,
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THE RULE OF THE ROAD.
TO THE EDITOR OF “‘THE PREss.’”’

~ Sir.—Very ftew people: seem to know

the rule of the road properiy, and it is
1in connection with that that 1 write
you. ' :

I happened to-day to be riding one
‘horse and leading another. Now,
when leading horses or cattle you keep
them on your off or righthand side, and

~in comnsequence you keep to the right
- of the road, no matter whether you |

are meeting g;_orertaking, the 1dea be-
ing to prevent the led animal from
swinging out into the road and pos-
sibly injuring come passerby. In at-
tempting to follow the rule; I was re-
peatedly blamed for being on my

“wrong side whereas I was on my right,

but nobody seemed to know it.

I think that this fact should be more
rigidly impressed on the notice of
people. and hope thit others may hene-

.fit by having their attention drawn to

it.— Yours, etc., :
' ANDREW BOAG.

————
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: THE RULE OF THE ROAD.
{ * TO THE EDITOR OF ‘‘THE PRESS.”’

Sir,—In to-day’s issue, Mr Andrew
Boag says that it is the practice to
lead a spare horse on the off or right
side of the rider, thus rendering it
‘advisable to travel on the wrong side
of the road. Your  correspondent
thinks that the fact should be more
widely impressed on the notice of
people by having their attention drawn
to it. ,

The obvious remedy lies with the |
drover; he should learn to lead the
horse on the near side, so that there |
may be no exception to the rule of

the road.—Yours, ete.,.
| MOTORIST.
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 NOISY BIRDS.

LAUGHING JACKASSES STO.
CHURCH SERVICE.
United Press Association-—By Electric
Telegraph—Copyright.

| MELBOURNE, June 7.

. The service at the Coleraine Presby-
terian Church was brought to a sudden
- close owing to the continuous noise
~made by laughing jackasses perched on
the roof. The preacher stopped his ser-

mon, and, the report adds, when the |

birds had exhausted themselves the con-
gregation was not in a mood to receive
his further exhortations.

Mr E. R. Waite, curator of Canter-
bury Museum, who spent some years in
Australha, states that he is not sur-

rised that a whole congregation was
gisturbed when a number of these birds
were on the roof. The noise when two
or three are gathered together, he says,
is prodigious. Ie kept laughing jack-
asses 1n captivity in Sydnev a few years
ago, but they made so much noise, es-
pecially in the earlv morning, that he
decided to get rid of them. The cap-
tive birds made sufficient noise on their
own account, but the din was added to
by wild laughing jackasses, which were

attracted by the cries of their fellows. |

The Australian laughing jackass is a
kingfisher. It does not fish, however,
but lives mainly on lizards and snakes,
and for its services in this direction it

e N e o A Il ey T T o =T e

is protected by the Australian Govern-

ments. It is a kingfisher because it be-

longs to the Alcedinidx, the kingfisher

family, which is represented in nearl
all parts of the world. The Enolis
kingfisher lives by fish alone ; the New
Zealander spends hours, sitting - like
Patience on a Monument,

1t will eat anything, from black beetles

An Australian laughing jackass in the |
2o tisation = Society’s gmmda in |

_ . waiting for |
an unwary fish to pass in a stream but |

to chickens, and is a noterious glutton.
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l \11 :-. R. Waite, Curator of the
}( anterbury Museum, will deliver a lec-
| ture entitled ‘‘How | Plfpdl‘-‘ My Draw-
i ings for Reproduction’ at the Arts and’|

H"-P.—c-...a‘,ri-

(rah% Guild meeting which is to be
held in the lLecture Room of the old

8 | Chemical Laboratory at 8.30 p.m. to- |
,]1 | morrow. The chair will be taken DY
. | Mr. W. S Lovell-sSmith, and Mr. R.
i Proctor W ill judge the competition

\ work before t‘nc lecture.
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A subject of considerable interest to
anglers was referred to by Mr C. J.
Sloman at the meeting of the Acclima-
tisation Society last night. He re-
marked that a great many anglers
thought that the trout in this country
were changing their habits. He was
not sure that it was so, but was of
ovinion that this and other matters con-
nected with the habits of trout were
worthy of investigation. The results of
such 1nvestication should be vlaced on
record by the Society, so that deduc-
tions could be drawn from them in the
future. There ought also to be recorded
such a fact that during the present
- yvear the rivers in Canterbury were sub-
jected to floods at a very inepportune
time. This would probably have some
‘effect on the number of trout in the
rivers in a vear or two, but unless it
was on record they might be at a loss
to exviamm matters. - It would also be
of value to have the literature published
by the Scottish Fishery Board on the
subject of the early and late runs of
fish. It would be interesting to know
why fish had ceased to run up and down
the I{zﬂmg(a,1 f;th the tides. A motion
was agre empowering Mr Sloman
‘to write to the H%);h Commissioner for
New Zealand on the subject of obtain-
_}clgg-\*&he kterature rgcti;arredbto, and also
‘ Mr Avson, on e sublect o
| best method of marking fish, s
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The ceries of lectures in connection
with the Canterbury Arts and Craits
Haciety was continued last evening,
when Mr E. R. Wade addressed a large
andience on the subject of “ The Pre-
paration of D.awinzs for Reprodue-
tion.”” Mr Waite, said that the pre-
cont age was one of illustrations, and
the majority of pecple regarded p.c-
tnres jn inagazines and books as 50
piuch & matter of course that they
sca.cely consiered by what 1means
they had bekn reproduced and were
apt to look upon all as manufactured
in one and the same m:nner. He gave
a brief historical sketch of development
in pictorial reproduction, saying that
the earliest work of the kind in
Turepe was that of cutting pictures in
wood tozother with the accompanying
text. VPhotooraphy had revolutionised
tli¢ methods employved, the era of
change dating from about 1866, Mr
Waite gave an interesting description
of various methods of preparing blocks
for c¢rdinary commercial use and for
the finer eclasses cf printing, using a
sories  of lantern slides to il'lustrate his
remarks. He also showed 2 number of
process blocks in varous stages of pre-
paration, aud also the block of one of
the first wood-cuts made in Christ-
church. He explained that it had been
desipned by a student of the Canter-
bury College School of Art and exe- |
cuted an one of Messrs Whitcombe and |
Tombs’s _e':m{@{‘lgyees, ‘and lent by him. |/
A vote of thanks was accorded DMy |
Waite at the close of the lecture, -

b 5 Yy
B e T R e (g

by o (25 §h’0"ﬂ- :

0




Before the Arts and Crafts Guild of
the School of Art, Mr Edgar R. Waite,
curator of Canterbury Museum, gave a
lecture in the chemical laboratory lec-
ture-room last night on ‘‘How to pre-
pare drawings for, eproduction.”’ There
was a large a-ttenﬁ{a’nce, over which MI‘
W. 8. Lovell-Smith presided. In in-
troducing the leeturer, the Chairman
said that they: knew Mr Waite as a
scientific man, ’ﬁ‘"were now to know
him as an artist. Mr Waite, in his
introductory remarks, said that he had
been an artist before he became a
scientific man. He then gave a brief
historical account of the art of repro-
ducing illustrations from the first wood-
cut known, vroduced in 1423, to the
most modern method.  Referring to
the substitution of hand engraving by
modern photogravhic and other pro-
cesses, Mr Waite said that what was to
be deplored was the absence of the hand
of the artist in the transcrintion of
Nature. The lecture was illustrated by
a number of limelight views explanatory
of the lecturer’s remarks, and by blocks
and renroductions of illustrations. The
lecturer expresseéd his indebtedness to
““The Weekly Press,”” and to Messrs
Whitcombe and Tombs, for these. Some
of the views shown were of drawings of
fish made by Mr Waite. At the con-
clum(:m the lecturer was accorded a
unanimous vote of thanks. 7
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OUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIA-
TIOXN, & p.ok, MONDAY, July 95th,
1910, .“HEAVY GUNS AND ARMOUR
PLATE IN N TURE” (Lantern Lecture), by |,
| MR EDGAR SAWATTE,/ F.1.:S,, Curatop |*
Canterbury, Museum. TLadies invited. - Col-
lection. :
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-_',.:,g,-ir tickled attacking birds, and put

ARMOUR-PLATED ANIMALS.
it +
STRANGE MEANS OF DEFENCE.

e

Tt was a DIty there were so few
people present at the Y.M.C.A. lecture
hall last night when Mr Edgar .R-
Waite, F.L.>., delivered « most 1n-
structive and interesting natural his-
tory lecture entitled ‘‘Heavy Guns and
Armour Plate in Nature.” Lhe lec-
ture was profusely illustrated with lan-
tern views which disclosed to the audi-
cnce some marvellous looking produc-
tions of the anmimal world, meny of |
which verged on the hideous, and many
op the ridiculous.  Mr Waite opened
his remarks by stating that there was
a constant struggle going on between
those animals which devoured others

and those lhable to be devoured; hence |

muny of the latter were granted certain
ferms of protection in the way of
armour, etc. The fighting between ani-
mals was not unlike modern warfare.
He traced the evolution ot the armour-
ed battleship, and then compared it to
the armoured animal.  There wus the
hedgehog, for instance. - lts evolution
was thousands ot years old, and it 1ts
natural enemies, dogs and cats, were
“all to be wiped out of existence, it
would be thousands of years before it
would lose its means of defence. The
hedgehog and other similarly protected
animals would roll themselves into a
ball when attacked, and be absolnteiv
:;l\;uln]erable. v Thei shield of certain
mals was their hair; for ins
caterpillars had hair protection. tanlel?é

- »fi their intended prey. They




were S 10,
hut w the grew older, the | !
claws grew stronger, with somewhat |
painful results sometimes to the vie-
tim. Certain depizens of the dzep
possessed hair, for instance, whales, |
when voung, and this led us to be-
lieve that thev were descended frous |
snimals.  There was also in the sea
a worm strictly endowed with hairs.
and from its hairy character it was
often called the sea mouse. Feathers,
possessed only by birds, were another
means of protection, not cnly against
the weather, but in other ways, as
from scratches.  There was one ‘bird,
the: secretary, which, when prey-
ing upon snakes, stretched out its
wing and tempted the reptile to strike
it.  After two or three futile blows
the snake became exhausted and harm-
less, and the bird safely seized its
prey. Armoured plated fish were not
uncommon, and some of them when at-
tacked retreated within their own skele-
tons; for example, the tortoise.
Mr Waite then dealt with various flyin
animals which wsed their wings or
sxin as parachutes, and subsequently
gave instances of animals like the stoat,
which changed their coats with the sea-
son, and thus were almost invisible in
their surroundings.
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A snake’s skin is much larger than
the reptile iteelf, says Mr Edgar R.
Waite. At his lecture last night he
stated that the scales overlapped one
another like the tiles of 'a house, and |
when the skin was taken off the snake |
and stretched out, it wag considerably |
longer than one would suppose.
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m“Maﬂy Deopll)e may ;l:have &mti-ced twg 1
wny spots above a sheepdog’s eyes, |
remarked Mr Edgar R. Waite at h,is |
lecture last night. “Thev don't seem |
to be of mueh use, but it has been sug-

gested that when the dog is asleep, an
enemy of it secing the spots thinks the
spots are the dog’s eyes, and presuming
that the animal is awake refrains from
attack.”’

A useful creature to have in one’s
{ backyard is the spur-winged channa, 4 |
| bird that exists in South America. It
has two spurs on each wing, and ac-
| Oﬂrdl-lc'h}g to Mr Edgar R. Waite, at the

Y.M.C.A. lecture hall last night, is not |
only inoffensive to human beings, but
protects poultry a‘fmnst hawks and
other rapacious birds. :

— ————

The Canterbury Muscum has almost
an embarrassment of riches in .the
| Bumber of moa bones which have at
| various times been added to the trea-
| sures of the imstitution. ‘Apart from
‘the fine case of Q%?Me.*kﬁi‘?mmm Al
| possesses hundreds of single bones of the
|ertinet moa: I[n the past, escha
| with other museums have been :




\()T’ THOT XG‘) DEER HERD.

* E. R. Waite, Curator of the Can-
;t-erlmrv Museum, has just mounted
and placed on view in the Museum a
deer lhead, the horns of which are in
the velvet. The Otago Acclimatiza-

tion Society durnng last (15\9}—51“.311»:)315:’,
season gave permission to the Museum
authorities to secure from the North
Otago herd heads showing the various
stages of the growth of the horns.

The nermit was handed +to Mr E.

L]

Hardeastle., who Odtd;llf"l the head on

Li-,s last deer-: t.al king trip. The head
1 1s that of a s tﬁ?"!1~‘1*’;1t]1 old deer,
i which 1s linou n as @ lu"m;lm‘.” The
velvet 1s a temborarv continuation of

| the skin which cove: {V‘ the horns and
| projected over the blood vessels dur-

Ling the growth of the new horuns. As
| a m dftel of iact, said Mr
White, the horn itself OTeW
from the skin, though it was attached

9
to the 51\11”. 1t :)monrron to the slkin
system, and not to the bone system, in
the same way as one’s finger nails
beloneed to the skin system. When
the horn . was fully grown what was
known as burrs or ('71‘ onets (Ef’i-’{“l{')}'}‘;}{‘]
on the lower end and closed the bloeod
vessels supplying the horn. '”u—:t velvet
then dried and was rubbed o against
trees hv the stag. “-nvmal imstances
| 6f the fact that the horn grew irom
' the skin had been found in Otago.
There had been a comnblete -F-‘,(‘W'C"“-Il"-f‘(‘
by fracture of the pedicle. the p:'\]
tion of bone unon thﬂ skull on w 1“11
the horn annually grew, but the horn
on the bhrcken nnrl cle had grown 1o
the same estent ag the one ol the
other side of the head 'I".}'hn"h had
grown under normal conditrons. l_"}quj
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RATS—-BROWN AND BLACK. |

e

BY EDGAR R. WAITE, F.L.8.,, CURATOR
CANTERBURY MUSEUM.

Tiis article is suggested by a paragraph
which appeared in a recent issue. It is
regarded as an unusual occurrence that a
rat should make a nest in a tree, and the
publication of the news in Auckland would
indicate that the event is regarded as re-

t markable. If, however, the whole circum-
stances were known, I have no doubt that
the occurrence was a quite natural, and, I
might add, usual, one, for the surprise
manifested is occasioned simply by want
of knowledge on the subject.

It is not povularly known that there are
two different kinds of rats to be met with
in the neighbourhood of habitations, but
not. being identified as distinct their very
different habits of life are not, of course,
appreciated. Popular knowledge is derived
| from the brown, or sewer, rat. As rats
 go, this is a large animal, often measuring

¢ AR 70 -
1| 17 inches in length, of which 74 inches is | |
‘ occupied by the tail; it has small ears, w%,
.| and is brown in colour above and greyish | ti

NoROha. Tt alio wisgliore NN tw
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Norway rat, from a belief that it was intro-
diiced from Scandinavia; but, as a fact, l(-;‘_
it, was unknown in Norway at the time it
made its first appearance in Britain. 1t | i
was originally a southern or eastern species,
and 1s :;111)[)1_»%'(1 to be a native of the Kast | ¢
It was first noticed in England | §

Indies. .
about the middle of the

and France
eichteenth century; but, haunting ships n
'_:ll'eut,- numbers, it has now been intreduced
into’ all parts of the world. The brown
rat is a great scavenger, and, in towns,
particularly infests the premises of butchers |
and provision merchants and the adjacent
sewers, where a plentiful supply of food |
can be obtained.

The black rat is a smaller animal,
measuring 14 inches long, with a relatively
longer tail, it being in fact more than half
the total length. 'The ears are larger than
in the brown rat, and the colour is black,
sometimes wholly so; in other examples
the belly is lighter, occasionally pure
white. This animal is a much cleaner
feeder than the brown rat, being more
partial to fruit and grain, and it has
been almost extern:inated in many parts
of Britain by the larger and more powerful
specieg, so that it is sometimes epoken of
as the old English black rat. It is, how-
ever, very common in many other places,
particularly in the neighbourhood of sea-
| port towns. It 1s extremely plentiful in
e'uch places in both Australia and New
Zealand, and T may say that all the rats
which I have seen caught on the premises
‘| of the Canterbury Museum have proved to
be black rats. Wherever both species
occur in the same building the black rat
occupies the upper portions, while the
ground floor, cellarage, and sewers chiefly
“harbour the brown rat. |
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A work of considerable importance
‘has been started under the direction
of Mr Kdgar R. Waite, curator of the

.,lCianterbury Museum. This is a series

of exhibits in glass cases, the obiect of
which is to depict the life history of
New Zealand birds. Two cases have
just been placed in the portion of the
Museum devoted to recent acquisitions,
and when a sufficient number of ex-
hibits have been prepared, will ulti-

callery, to which they will form an
attractive and valuable addition. One
case contains two laughing owls which
have been mosed 1n natural sur-
roundings, which make the exhibit
much more interesting than the metuod
hitherto adopted in the bird collec-
tions at the Museum. One of the owls
has been in the Museum for a number
of years, and prior to its decease 1t
lived for eighteen or twenty years in
the Acclimatisation Society’s gardens.
The other owl was recently obtained
by Mr A, J. Wigley, and by him pre-
sented to the Museum. The second
case contains a group of tuis, with
nest and eggs. Both groups are 1
cases that are of glass all round. It is
proposed to make a comprehensive ex-
hibit of New Zealand birds on_  the

| lires above indicated, and the curator,

who is to be congratulated on essaying
such an important work, would be glad
to have representative specimens of
the birds of the Dominion, many of

‘| those at vresent in the collection at |
the Museum not being quite suitable

Jf‘“' the purpose.

. ) sy
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mately be placed in the New Zealand |
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~ The establishment of a library deal-
ing with subjects in which anglers and
sportsmen are interested has been de-
@;Tdfﬁd' upon by the Acclimatisation
Society, and, subject to the consent of
the Canterbury Philosophical Institute,
the books and documents will, for the
present, be kept 1in the Institute’s
Iibrary at the Museum. In conmection
with the collection of data relative to
the habits of trout and other fish in
New Zealand rivers, the Society last
night set up a committee consisting of
Drs. Davis, Morton Anderson, Moor-
hkouse. Chilton, and Farr, and Messrs
SQloman. Tisdall, Sutherland. Cotton
and Edgar R. Waite, and the secretary
was instructed to obtain a book
which the data collected is to be re-
corded.
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SPrCcIMENS FOR CANTERBURY MuUsEvM.—Mr
Edgar R. Waite, F.L.S. (Curator of the |
Canterbury Museum) and Mr E. J. Haynes
(taxidermist), have been in Akaroa for a few
days collecting some of the well-known birds
of the district. They have mostly confined {
themselves to the pursuit of sea birds which |
frequent the harbour. The object of their | |
vigit is to obtain some specimens fo fill the | |
new series of cases which have just been in-
augurated in the museum, and they report |
that their endeavours on the Peninsula have ]
been very catisfactory. Mr Haynes was |
busy yesterday preparing the birds for trans-
sport to Christchurch. The weapon used for”
shooting the birds is in the shape of a8 walk-
stick with a barrel inside, into which a
cartridge is incerted. This allows those in
pursuit to get closer £5 their quarry. They
return to Christchurch this morning.
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‘E A lecture., entitled Hea\'y Guns v.

Armour Plate in Nature,” was given at
;fbt Margaret’s College last might by
| Mr 1. R Waite, Curator of the Can-
l't(‘tblll“,’ Museum. The subject‘matter
[ | of the lecturer’'s remarks was the de-
. | fences of animals, which he dealt with
: | under three headings—bodily, mimetic,
and mental. An excellent selection of
lantern slides were used to illustrate
the account given of the warfare oi the
* _anlmal world.
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A BELATED DISTRIBU']I[ON
~ One Robert Arthington died at Leeds
in 1900, and his estate accumulated
| while his will was disentangled, and
it has only now been distributed. The |
sum of £466,000 was bequeathed to the
Baptist ~ Missionary Society, and
£373,000 to the London | Mlssmnary

| Socmty Twenty first co umn
\£111 000. v | s divide
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Chatting to a reporter this morning,
Mr EdgargR. .

a tell-known figure in Headingley,
near Leeds. A cable message vesterday

stated that Arthington’s will had taken }
ten years to interpret. The sum eof |

£466,000 was bequeathed to the Baptist
Missionary Society and £373,000 to the

London  Missionary Society,  while |

twentv cousins of the dead man divided
£111,000

Mr Waite said that the long time |
that had elapsed since Arthington’s |

death in 1900 until the will had been

disen‘bangled was probably due to the |
old man’'s eccentricity. He was known |

as a miser far and wide in the district

when Mr Waite lived at Headingley, |

and all sorts of stories were current

about him. He was always dressed 1n |

the shabbiest clothes, and wore an old
broad-;hrlmmed high hat, very much
battered. The house in which he lived

was a large place, which he had built |

for a bride who jilted him at the last
moment, and 1o one was ever known to

visit it.  All the windows and doors |

were barricaded, and how Arthington

I{ furnished,
| lector got a ladd

got his food even was a mystery. He

| evaded the payment of taxes for a long

time by sa{;t_ng that the house was un-
ut on one occasion the col-
d ib{ook the boards

Waite recalled his impres- |
sions of ¢ Bobby *’ Arthington, who was |

discovered a |




Arthington frequently visited the
museunm of which Mr Waite had chargs,
and asked questions on natural history,
of which he seemed to know practically
nothing. He told Mr Waite on one oc-

| casion that he had some water-beetles

in a sink and would like to know about
their habits. Mr Waite suggested that
the miser should join a party of the
T.eeds Naturalist Club, which was go-
ing on an excursion next day. The dis-
tance travelled was about eight miles
each way, and the return fare was
under 1s. Arthington did not turn up,
and on the following dav he told Mr |
Waite that he had walked each way
and saved the fare, thereby missing the
party. He was never known to ride m
a tram, and was exceptionally mean in
every way. e attempted to pose as a
philanthropist, and would offer. large
sums to institutions. There were al-
w'azs absurd conditions attached to the
vifts, such as one that a home should
nd £1600 if he gave it a similar

| amount, and he was never known to

actually give any of his money away.
At the time Mr Waite last saw Arthing-
ton, in 1892, he was over seventy, but
was_hale and hearty, and was a very

good walker.
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS.

The Canterbury Museum was en-
: riched by the addition of -a number of
new exhibits last week, some of them |

'\ of more than ordinary interest. Mr |

H A. R. Bloxam presented an excellent

collection of New Zealand mosses and

| seaweeds, and also a wax imprint of the

| seal of the New Zealand Exhibition,
held in Dunedin in 18656. Mr Angus

- | Cameron, of Seargill, donated a merino




| wether for use 1 Tne series o studles
representing the life history of the kea,
which will shortly be put 1n hallld.
Among the recent hirds acquired for'the
New zealand collection are the sp?r,ted
shag (in Dbreeding plumage), South
Isiand robins, bush canary, bellbirds,
oyster catchers, and black shag. These
were obtained by ‘the curator and taxi-
dermist during a recent visit to Akaroa.
Mr Wdgar ¥. Stead donated a harrier,
nd Mr J. Glynan a bush pigeon. Mr
W. W. Smith, now of New Plymouth,

toral rails.

A peculiar four-barrelled revolver,
made 1n 1859, shows an unfamiliar
stage 1n the evolution of the weapon of
the present day. The four barreis are
immoveabie, but the striker revolves as
the trigger is drawn back, and adjusts

itself to fall un each of the cartridges |

in succession. It is an ingenious idea,
and the mechanism works remarkably
well. The weanon is a small one, and
very neatly made. Another acquisition
has auite a_touch of the Old Country

1 about it. No doubt it will be recognised

as a familiar object by many old people.
It is a smail wooden communion tray,
used in connection with the cutting up
of communmion cake. The. cake would
be placed "on the: board, and then cnt
mto small cubes. To secure accuracy,

age of the knife. The board has, in

have given a medal of the

designs by Landseer, and engraved by

=TSSR %550 STV

presented a morepork and pair of pec- |

cach side of the tray is‘marked. withl
thin slits, which allow the paralled pal,:;slf g

Its carving, quite a religious tone. ;
Its cary : i e. An-
{ other Interesting  acquisition was pre-
sented by Messrs Badger Bros., who |

Zoological
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Society, London, struck in 1826 from:|

B. Wyon, the engraver for the Mint, b
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At the meeting of the Philosophical
Institute last evening there was some
conciderable discussion of Sir William
Steward’s Native Birds Protection Bill,
which has Dbeen introduced 1in the
House. The subiect had been given
frequent censiderat.on by the Institute
during the past two years, and there
Lad been various exchanges of opinion
with other Institutes and the Acclima-
tisation Society. It was explained
that Sir Willlam Steward's . Bill pro-
vided for the protection: of all birds
indicenous te New Zealand, or which
periodically visited. New Zealand. Pro-
vision was made for- excepting certain
birds, by Order-in-Council, from the
Lenefit of the protection proposed, Mr
E. R. Waite moved : —*‘That this meet.
ing heartily approtes of the Bill intro-
duced by Sir W. J. Steward, protect-

ing birds indigenous to New Ziealand, |

and hopes that it will be accepted dur-

ing the present session of Par iament.” |

"Phis was sezonded by Dr. Chilton. A
fear was exvnressed that the Bill would
not secure the protestin’ of black and
white swans, but it was pointed out

that these woeie protected under the |
Game Acts. Dr. Moorhouse taid that |
the Institute would have the cordial |

support of the Acclimatizetion Society
| which would probably send -forwaici
such a resolution as that passed by
the Institute, L, !
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An exkibit representing kingfishers in
their natural habitat has been .com-
leted, and is now on view at the
lﬂ'ﬁl : ﬁrch MfeehififspThe specimen isi
an

Zeala ifids’’ nseries, cand: depicts a
sand %g%“’?

e opening. Another parént bird

feeding its young with a small

g_tﬁwt.;f-@he sandhifl has been cut in:

Malf, and trom the<other<side one can
l(;f-gk into the tunnel and see the éggs
of

representation is very realistic and ar-

MiE, J. Haynes, the Museum ta

i8] rearranced, s TR
[ ¥ g8 - =h L = K
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obher* of the ‘Life History of New |

k;l wit;l; ‘&1_;%1111 A i méﬁle by the |
R en.?l birdawhase head 1s thrust out-
gide t

14

the bird deposited inside. The Wwhole |

_'qmjg.. :;.Ed%;a&r.;i. Waite, the Curator, |
ntends ‘as time. goes: on jtq, make a i
gy in thegre fative Ings, an Q|
En‘réamve m(\a%-ibibs ?:)l g .h; eﬁetg&? '
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CANTERBURY MUSEUM. .
’-.
(SPEOIAL TO ‘“‘THE PRESS.”) :
WELLINGTON, October 26.
In the House of Representatives this
afternoon Mr G. W. Russell asked the
Prime Minister whether he will intro-

. ‘| duce an amendment in the Reserves

and Other Land Sales Disposal and

Erabling and Public Bodies Empower-
ing Act. transferring the land upon
which the Canterbury Muséum stands,
from the Christchurch Domains Board
to the Board of Governors of Canter-
bury College, in which body the build-
ing and aill exhibits in the Museum
are vested.

Sir Joseph Ward replied :—The Board
of Governors for Canterbury College
originally proposed to introduce a local
Bill dealing with this matter; and

full information was supplied to them |

for the purpose. An application has
just been received from the Board,
asking that the matter may be dealt

with as stated by the hon. member, and |

it will receive the careful and prompt
attention of the Government, :

g







There is now on view at the Cpm-
mercial Restaurant a remarkable fish.
Speculation was rife as to the name of
the fish, it having been variously
called an overgrown mackerel, a bonito,
ete. 't was examined on Saturday
by Mr Edgar R. Waite, curator of the
I\fuﬁeum, who pronounced it to be a
very rare fish indeed, of which prob-
ably not more than two specimens are
known, one of which is represented oy
a skeleton now in the Museum. T'he
name of the fish 15 Le idothynnus
huttoni, such having been Ii)estowed n
honour of the late Captain ¥ Ww.

utton, F.R.S., formerly curator of
the Museum. Mr Waite stated that
being so rare, the fish does not possess
a common name. It is understood |

that the specimen will be presented to |
the Museum. | '
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: 61‘ the 'Dﬂmam oecnpmd by .the
'the G@lfege Bo&rd seme tu’ne

Poswick, his letter to the Canter-



case ths Canterbury Coilege authorities

eonnectad with Canterbury College. It

Board might decide to erect on the
site buildings which, however useful |
they might be, would be no orna-
| ment. to the ]:mbhc bamens At pr eeent

o oA, A el

it to pass into other hards would be |

posed as to its alienation, these re-

ctrictions might at some future time
Le removed. The Museum might, as.
he said, be destroyed by fire, in which

might  consider that some other site
would be better for the Museum, and
thiat the present site could be more
advantageously used for other purposes

iz also possible that some future College

we presume, the Dom.\..n Board xwuld |
have some say as to the character ot !
any new buildings that the College
Board might wish to ercct alongside |
the Museum. But the best reason |
cf omll ,_forf-- the maintenance  of |.
the  “status .q_uo”' as- that the
site s pubhc property.  To al"'tliw‘ ]

a dangerous precedent, and we are )
glad to see the Dcmain Board have |
taken up the attitude thg,t to a,hena.ta .
this Jand wounld be oppo&ed te tha
public weal. Mr Beswmk’s presenfM -
tion of the case should convince the |
Bhnxsher and the mmbem t{) whom ;#m
aﬂdreSM;l tl:m’o maiwra: wshmﬂd he left |
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