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T6 THE EDITOR OF ‘‘THE PRESS, &
Sir,—Under this heading in to-day’s
“Press » Mr Teschemaker-Shute refers
to the claims made as to the unique

“size of this now famous whale. He
enclosed a letter reccived from a Dan- |

ish friend, which, in effect, reads:

The head of a bluer whale in theg;

GO?enhagen ‘Museum measures I19 feet | .
‘ and the tal “length of the |
efe _‘arjabé‘n% 60
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[: }__ Mr Edgar R. Waite, Curator of the |
n | Museum, had arranged, in company |
. | with Mr Edgar F. Stead, to pay a visit
. | to Motonau, with a view of seeing the

. | Whale which has been stranded there. |
| | The varty was to have left yesterday, ||
| but the rivers are toco high, and the |
visit has, therefore, bheen postponed |
until they have fallen sufficiently.
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THE MOTONAU WHALE:
—
(By Edgar R. Waite, F.L.S.)

(SPECIALLY WRITTEN FOR ‘‘THE PRESS.’’)

Last Monday week Mr Shadrach, of
Chrstchurch, returned from Motonau
on his motor cycle, and encountered
the full force of the thunderstorm
which visited the district on that morn-
ing; he brought with him a small piece
of whalebone taken from an animal
stranded a; Motonau on Friday
previously.  The whalebone submitted
o me was taken from near the front
of the mouth and was of pale yellow
colour.  The whale was said to be
~over 75 feet in length, and though in
‘no way a rival to the Okarito whale,
was doubtless of sufficient interest to
make a closer acquaintance desirable.
Knowing that, since his experience
~ with the leviathan of +he West Coast,
‘Mr Kdgar Stead has developed a
special regard for big whales, 1at once
communicated with him, and we ar-
ranged to, if possible, visit Motonau
~ together. 1In consequence of swollen
- Tivers, and subsequent respective en-
gagements, 1t was not nossibie to carry
our intentions into effect until Monday

_-las_i;,. when we Journeyed from Christ- |
- chureh.  Motonau lies nearly 70 miles

~ morch of this city by road, but during
the wosl scason can be reached in smaﬁ
vessels trading there. I am told that,

on a clear day Motonau Island, which |
- lies a mile, more or less, from the |
- Mainland, can be seen from the heights |

_ above Sumner.‘ 1t was on the wocks

Immediately inside the island that the |
- Whale was stranded, the precise local- |
- 1ty being influenced by the in: rested |

- action of Mr Henderson, of Motonau,
(rie owner of the animal. He noticed
1 The carcase in the surf
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of the Motonau river, and fearing that
it would be washed into the estuary,
close by which his dwelling stands,
manaved to make fast a stout hawser
to one of the mppers, showing above
water. The .\Ianilla rope snapped like
sewing cotton several times as the
huge body rolled in the surf, but by

rseverine he finally succeeded = in
irecting it towards the rocks, where
the waves cast it ashore.

Having previously interviewed some
of the residents of the district, we were,
in a degree, prepared for some measure
of disappointment. Owing to the time
which had elapsed between the strand-
ing of the whale and our visit, Mr
Henderson had succeeded in greatly
altering the appearance of the creature.
He had renioved all the whalebone, and
much of the blubber. He had also cut
off the tail, hoping that by so doing he
would be able to turn the body over.

The hope was vain, but the subsequent
peregrination of the one-time powertal

propeller, showed that his fears as to

the undirected stranding of the com-
‘plete animal were well founded, for the
tail was washed into the mouth of the
river, and now lies fixed close below
Mr Henderson’s house.

“The whale had evidently, very evi-

dently, been dead for some time prior
to its helpless visit to Motonau. 1t was
- 1n a somewhat odorous state of decay,

~ and the back, which had been under-

most, was covered with a° luxuricus
growth of seaweed, which must have

- ing out of the mouth, had bee
eaten by sharks, and Mr H
told us that there were numb

rooted since the animal's death. The

=

- lips and tongue, which latter was hang-
- freely

.
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had also rotted away. The whole of the
whalebone, more commonly spoken of -.
as ‘‘bone” merely, was secured, and |
though not of great length, is in ex- |
cellent condition, and consists of a very ,
large number of marketable plates.. Nir
_Henderson intends to rescue the jaw-
hones also, if possible, and then hopes
to again set the carcase adrift, a hope
which Miz Henderson cordially echoes, 1
explaining that twice, at least, favour-
able. (or unfavourable) winds have
- watted odours of dead whale into her
~house. | i : :
1t will be understocd that material
for absolute identification was not
very promising, still something was
left, and the following features wene
at any rate ascertained. - The whale
was a large female, measuring, accord-
ing to Mr Henderson, who carefully
taped it while still = tolerably entire,
68 feet 9 inches in length. The tail is
17 feet across tife flukes. ‘The body
s black above and white or yellow be-
neath. - The baleen is relatively short,
not -more than three feet 1in the
middle of the mouth. The mammal
‘had a low fin on the ‘back, but owing
to the peculiar position in which the
carcase lies its exact situation relative
to other important features cannot be
ascertained. These characters, to-
gether with the fact that the throat
and chesg are closely plaited, enable | :
one to identify the animal as a Ror- | 1

qual.  Iour species of Rorquals are | -
definitely known, namely the ~Blue |
~ Whale, Rudolphi’s Rorqual, the Pike |,
Whale, and the Common Rorqual. |
sum of characters indicate that “the |3
Motonau whale was of the last-named | .
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[ was sorry not to be able to con-
firm Mr Henderson’s hope that the
animal might onrove to be a Right
whale. The Right whale receives its
- peculiar name from the whalers be-
cause it is the right or proper whale
to attack, yielding ‘‘bone” 12 or 13

feet in length, and therefore very
 valuable: moreover, the oil 1s more
abundant and of superior quality than
in the Rorquals. In order to accom-
modate this great length of ‘bone’”’
the head is much arched, and though
at first sight there seems to be no
corellation between the arched head of
the Right whale and the throat plaits
of the Rorquals, a feature before men-
 tioned, a little enquiry will show that
- the one, to some. extent, takes the
place of the other. The physiological
meaning of these throat and chest
folds is to be sought from the manner
in which the whale takes in its food. In
. common with the Right whales, the
Rorquals take in huge masses of small
- crustaceans, or ecrab-like hnimals and
other small organisms, which are swal-
lowed after the accompanying water
is strained off through the whalebone.
But in the Right whales, the mouth

 1s especially huge, owing to the arched-

form of the skull, a feature so charac-

teristic of these animals, and one which

immediately distinguishes them from
the Rorgunals. To compensate for the
~ reduced size of the cavity of the mouth,
the equally colossal Rorquals can ex-
pand this cavity by means of the

~ numerous folds of skin, which
~enable ity to"be puffed out, and when

‘the need for this increase in mouth

~ capacity. is.passed, the folds reform.
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THE WOOD-BORER.
e il it
HAS A NATURAL ENEMY BEEN
DISCOVERED?
(By EDGAR R. WAITE, F.L.S,,
Curator Canterbury Museum.)

Peninsula. Mr J. Buckland, Mrs J.
8. Bruce and Mr T. E. Taylor, M.P,,
have all noticed a marked diminution
in the amount of dust thrown out irom
the tunnels of the bhorer, and this is

insect which is becoming commoen in
affected arcas. Mrs Bruce appears 1o

if this is so there can be no doubt that
the insect in gquestion s a natural
enemy of the borer, and as such should
be encouraged to the greatest pussible
extent. fai .

. A few of the insects have been placed
‘in my hands for examination, and 1
find them to belong to a parasitic

family, the members of which live at

the expense of other insects. They are
quite small, being about three-six-
teenths of an inch in length, and the
females possess an ovipnsitor of about

the same length. They are dark brown.
jin colour, with transparvent -wings,
| clouded with grey markings; fhe an-
| tenn® or horns are long, and the ex-
treme length, from the tips-ef the an-

tenne to the end of the ovipositor, is

A nine-sixteenths of an inch. °

ascribed to the operations of a smal_l.'

ed in numbers the borer decreased. it
1 would also seem that she had actually
witnessed the insect placing its oviposi- |
tor into the burrows of the borer, and

In the ‘“ Lyttelton Times™ on Janu-
ary 3 there was published an interest-
ing paragraph dealing with observa-
tions relating to the disappearance of
the wood-borer from dwellings on Banks

——

have been apecially interested, for she
noticed that as the newcomer increas- |

|
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The general conformation of the in-
sects and the known habits of similar
types indicate that they are parasiie
upon concealed larve, and 1 have no
doubt that they prey upon the wood-
borer as detailed by Mrs Bruce. Until
1 2 careful and extended exsrmination
has been made at the seat of opera-
| tions it is not possible to say whether
the parasite attacks the eggs or larve
of the borer, and, although the small

be unable to reach the grubs which
have penetrated far into the wood, 1t
would be quite effective in the early
stages, and on this account, therefore, |
specially wvaluable, _

A generul account of the life history
of . parasitic flies will greatly assist in

of the.one uvnder notice. The little in-
sects. submitted to me are of the group
commonly called ichneumon fies; and

great order also includes ants, bees
wasps, sawflies and other four-wingeé
ansects.  Two wmiein divisions of the or-

size of the insect suggests that it may

understanding the probable operations |

belong to tke Hymenoptera, which |

der are recognised. The first comprises
vegetable feeders, and the insects agree |
in having the abdomen broadly united
to the thorax., Sawflies are the' best
known examples. Their larve are
familiar in orchards, where they are
| sometimes very destructive. The second
division of the Hymenoptera comprises
{ those insects of the order which have
| the two portions of the body connected
| by a more or less slender stalk, so that |
the abdemen has muech freedom of
movement, facilitating the operations
| of boring and stinging, se characteris-
tic of its members. This structural
peculiarity will be familiar when we
{recall the waist of a wasp, but it is
| much more marked in some of the ich-
fneumon  flies, which we may consider
| more pa,rtmui&rly. The larve or cater-
pillars of all these flies are parasitic,
 preying tw other insects, particular-
ies P S b

[lbf_-{ibiﬁtter and moths,
|, ‘chneumon flies are popularly litile
| known, and though, per e ofyggeﬂ fr
{er economic valne than thop vkl






tho great groups of insects, have been
the most neglected by naturalists. It
has been calculated that 200,000 species
are known, but no one can say how |
many still remain to be described, .for
they abound in almost all parts of the
world. and, considering that new ar-
rivals of large size like mammals are
still being found, it follows that the un-
known insects must be reckoned by
tens of thousands, and of these a large.
| proportien are doubtless ichneumon
fiies. ' .
As might be expecied in such a large
and . widely distributed family, con-
| siderable diversity exists in the general
form and proportions of the bodies, |
| but, being adapted for similar modes of
life, they have many and easily recog-
nisable features in common. Perhaps
the first characteristic which would at-
tract. the attemtion of an ocbserver is
the restless and fussy movements of
an ichneumwon fly as it runs up and
down any object upen which it may
‘have setiled. The wasp-like waist has
| been weferred o, but the body is
usuyally much more elongate than in
wasps, The peculiar long tail-like ovi- |
¢ positor forms a very siriking feature, |
the length of which may be several
times that of the ' entire insect-—<six
| times in one species. The ovipositor,
indeed, may be four inches long. It is
the tube through which the eggs are
. passed into the body of the host.
_The impoertance of ichneumon flies in
the economy of Nature can scarcely be
realised. If it was not for the benef-
cial actions of these incests our fields,
orchards and gardens would he hope-
lessly ravaged by grubs and eaterpiliars
| of many kinds, and an entomologist
who attempis to rear insects, especially
butterflies and moths, through their
‘various stages, for purpcses of study,
Ljor for display in his cabinets, must &l-
| Fays count on hesvy loss owing to the
fgﬁi‘rgﬂf Oe.ﬂrtailnty-. that at least ome
| eos or ;%u-n%' 'cﬁéin%?d p t{hmne 'wlgn{?il Of’!
~he has. “This will bo best snderste od |
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'and appreciated by . giving some ac-
' count of the life-history of ichneumon
| flies. The length and nature of the
' ovipositor gives some clue to the
' habits of the insect. Fov example, the
females in gome groups possess ail ovi-
 positor which hardly projects beyond
the tip of the abdomen. It may be as-

'sumed that such deposit their eggs

' within the eggs of other insects, er in

_grnbs and caterpillars which are readily

' accessible, and there can be little donbt

'that the hairs or spines with which the
bodies of some ecaterpillars are pro-
vided are developed mainly as a pro-
tection against the attacks of thewr

“arch enemies—ichneumon flies. = Fe-
males which have long ovipositors seek
concealed larve, sueh as the grubs of

~wocd-boring bestles, and between: these
extremes every gradation occurg suit- |
ed to the particular habit of the in-
sect. :

. Neo stage of an msect’s, life is safe
from the disastrous attentions of
those enemies. They attack all, from
the eggs to the perfect insect, and dur-
ing their development are liable to be
preyed upon by many different ichneu-
mon enemies. Thus, if the egg escapes |
from the parasites peculiarly "adapted
| to infest eggs, it may in its larval state
fall a prey to one of the groups
habitually laying their eggs in cater-
i;plllars; and it may be sai«%s that, as a
 caterpillar, the insect is most prone to |

(atvack,  If, however, it escapes thus |

| far, it is still liable to destruction in !

the pupal or chrysalis stage, or again |
on assuming the perfect state. If in-|
| fested in the adult form the insect |

would be debarred from laying eges |
~and thus continuing its species. One |
moth is known to be subject to the |

‘aitacks of sixty-three different kinds of |

flchnonmon flies. . = oo vaon ol
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{ ‘The eggs of insects are usually very
l emall. and when an egg has begn ge-
MMected by an ichneumon fly “a“single |
,-‘p-a_rasiti{rh ogg only iz nsually deposited |
| therein, for the egg of the host, -‘*iU’-{‘-”
| though it be, has to supply all - the
| nourishment which the little grub will
| yeceive until it attains to adult life.
| Qimilarly, a large ichuncumon will de-
: posit only one. egg in the bedy of a
| caterpillar, while a gmaller one may lay
| several eggs therein, the host cater-
!pilla.r, as it Increases in size, supplying
jood sufficient for the growing para-
sites. This increase in size«of the vic-
tim, notwithstanding the fact of the
parasites sucking its juices, iz not the
jeast rewmatkable feature of the econo-
my of the ichveumon fly. - On referring
to meast texc hooks on insects, a state-
ent will b found that the parasite is
gaid %o feec upon the substance of its |
hoes. ayvoiling ' the  vital parts |
Cunt® Y. caterpillar stage of }
Cthey . mwite 18 completed, when, |
‘as " st aet, it kills the creature |
‘upon which it has been nourished.
- More recent investications show that |
{ this is not true. The parasitic Hymen- |
optera are chiefly occupied in destroy- |
ing the tribes of vegetarian insects.
The parasites do this by the simple and
efficient, device of dwelling in their
bodies and appropriating the nutriment
taken n. The parasites do not, as a
rile, eat the strnctures of their prey.
Many of them, indeed, have no organs |
that woald enable them to do this; but |
they ahsorb the vegetable juices, which,
{m a more or less altered state, form |
the lynrzllglh' or so-cailed blood of the |
{ host.  The caterpillar could,” perhaps,
starve them out by a judicious system |
of abstention from food. Instead of
~doing that it adonts the suicidal pelicy |
of persistent eating, and as the result |
yof its exertions furnishes sufficient food |
to its pargsites, and then dies itself |
through indirect starvation. A Dt

. There are many ‘astounding ‘featurea

Jin_the life-history of ichnousion . flies, |







| and one SUT] A S
| phenomena - knowi as il.}‘}if_.‘r]}ﬂl.'.'.l&-lf-li-.lﬂ.
| Parasites developing within the body
| of a larger hest are themselves subject
;rt(a attack by smaller species. The feo-
| mala, discovering that a caterpillar 1s
i infested with parasitic larve, passes 1ts
' ovipositor through the integuments of
{ the sriginal victim mto the bodies of
the parasites sucking its Jjuices. Nor
'is this all. We are familiar with those
remarkable productions of the Orients,
the hall-within-ball carvings in ivory,
seven or even more balls, richly carved,
being cut iree, one within the cther.
Something analagous exists in  the
economy of the ichneumon flies. The
cases of secondary parasitism, in which,
as already described, another species
attacks a primary bparasite, are ex-
tremely nuomerovs. It is also known
that tertiary psarasitisan oceurs, while
~cne writer is of apinion that even
- quabernary destruction is not outside
. the range of probability. The checks
- and counter-checks to the development
| of insect life, therefore, are remarkably
{eomple:{. |
l
|
‘.

L TO THE EDITOR.
Sir,—In regard to the announcement
in vour columns recently of the dis-

‘ covery at Akaroa of a nhatural enemy |

to the white pins borer, will you allow

' me to venture the opinlon that the in- |

 sect discovered is simply the matured
beetle emerging after passing through

“its larval stege? During this stage as |

~a small white grub with horny man-

~dibles it works long tunnels through |

~white pine and the ran of other native |

timbers, the resulting dust being eject-
ed at the ond of the tunnel. . OF sonrs

~when the grub has changed to the

8t ‘Albans, ‘January 11, H i
L r——

of the most surprising s the !

 beetle stage and emerged there is nol
more dust ab that “ tip '~ am, ete., |
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EARTHQUAKE SHOCK,
<
Early yesterday morning a particu<
larly unpleasant earthquake was experi-

enced in Christchurch. The movement |,

was of a slow, swaying character, quite
different to the more familiar jerky
shocks, and the motion continued for

several seconds, dying away gently and

gradually. Many people were aroused
from sleep by the shake, and fears were-
entertained lest the sway should cause
chimneys to collapse, but no damage
of this nature was reported.

e e

(PRESS ASSOCIATION TELEGRAM.) -

PALMERSTON N., February 26.

' The severest earthquake shook exe

perienced here for some years was felt
at 3.45 o’clock this morning.  There
were two shocks—the first of five
seconds,” and the secqnd of eight
seconds duration. The shake was
travelling from the south-west to the
north-east. No damage was done,
although the shake considerably alarme
ed nervous people.
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‘| 1st May, 1911 2
| By order of the Board,

NEW SOUTH WALES
' Public Service Board,
4, O'Conncll-street, Sydney.
24th February, 1911,

APPLICATIONS are invited for the
position _of. CHIEF INSPECTOR OF
FISHERIIS. Applicants shouid bave prac-
tical experience of the whole of the phases
of fisheries, including the commercial dis-
tribution of fish, and be fully capable of
assisting, under the Minister, the develop-
ment of the fishing industries of New South
Wales. The persou appointed will have the
control of a staff of Inspeclors, and he will
need to be qualified to instruct and direct
them. Salary £750 per annum, with pass-
age to New South Wales to be paid by the
Government, in case the successful appli-
cant is not a resident therein. Age, prefer-
ably between 30 and 50. The selection of
the Chief Inspector will be determined In
New South Wales. Applications should
reach the undersigned not later thaan the

R. A, GILFILLAN,

‘Secretary. 516 :
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| i:hrected against the rat itself. Pgr&
| ‘haps T can assist the cq,mpmgn; by

SOME FACTS ABOUT

RATS.

_’
(By Encar R. Warre, F.L.S., CuraTOoR,
CaNTERBURY MUSEUM.)

Judging by the number of enquiries
I have received lately relative to rats
and their connection with bubonic
plague, it would seem that there is
good ground for the statement which
appears in to-day’s issue of ‘“The Press’”’
under the heading ‘‘Plague of Rats.”

It/ is said that there are myriads of
rats in a certain area in Christchurch,
but there is not much fear of tha

| plague breaking out here.  There is,
;-'*haw@ver, always the possibility, and it

is to be hoved that this statement will
‘not minimise the precautions which
‘should be taken, and which should

makmg,, public mfarmtum ‘which ‘T
| have suvplied to private enquirers whﬂ

| have shown themselves to be almett
; @M&ﬂtn&‘ thesu ject. |

I’Ef;ls not generally known that thm

g f""'-‘?‘ff?"?n#?m‘i‘s of ‘rats to b

‘ Bl urhood of hs,bl-
and ,nbt bemg 1dexltaﬁéd as




tllgm
99::1 to bgrs naﬁn of i‘ho

"l‘ha bnown ut is a great mmm..
| and, in towns particularly, infests the |
‘hamsu of butchers, fishmongers, and |
| others where food is plqntlﬁﬂl-..f It
ﬂonri&hu in tho sq;_gers, emerg
Mnsh

i
{1




& that
a distinetive
proclivity for

well-

HONY of 1ra

i ]
overiead.

and bhatted
!"ii'l'll :!lHJ
‘l[]f_.i none ol
as sprun although the |
|!"11l‘i.- i-" no way '::‘
end of that period a single raf
and on removing 1t from

found n example

il
yoricola, aving heard that

chiefly, not exclusively, |
: : .

i I8 were .’r!::.|i!ru[
}\v.“;‘]n-u_. .'iil.'|. 1}e-|\l
morning there were three rats in the
ivan. and again on the following day.
e more Afterwards they were
eancht in ones and twos, until they
r cither exierminated or scared

| from the dwellinz.
mentioning the circumstance to
learned that 1t was quite

bush t

commonly l led, { take

ission of  naw  houses,

130 :'.!‘.'.i one
1|;.1.'|r|, : builder, who ! had many
1 ing these animals,
the sewer rat 1s

found o r ar the gronnd
bush rat inva I'i.‘:f.li_\' ascends into |

the upnper 1 8, The reason that
new houses are more frequently ocen-
pied by bush rats than older tenanted |
{ ones mav be partlv accounted for by

| < }
fa Zanlngiaa
all armved w

eman intormed
hat is residence bush rats
LOT Seyvern ears, m“ri],’liv-'} the ool
and that they emerge at dusk. descend
by means

the soed

| Ve,

aof the vines, and feed 1o
of warious plants in the gar-
den. They also ascend the highest
native fig trees, and feed upsn  tho |l
frait.  Another one  was  similaply
tronbled with these rats in his houseg
and only obtained some immunity on
entting down a larce branch which
the rats used to traverse in order tn
reach the roof, A friend deseribiel
how these rats infest the poach. apple
and other orchard trees, and destrov
large quantities of fruit, He has alsy
repeatedly witnessed them 56120
devour the cicadas. commonly known
a8 “singine  locnsts.” end  doseribad
t}ll." rats as friskine about the branches
with oreat asoility.

Une Ut_'j': article of die 15 sl to
be mentionad, Many of the Sydney
suburban gardens are overrun with the !

07

1
and




same  species which we know, though
not so 1'=1l1|i|'rl1 in Christchureh, Dur-
| ing the cooler weather. when the snails
| congregate in thousands, and hibernate
| beneath inverted flower pots, old boxes
i
|
|

| LA

. ' COMmMiNnon _5-::”‘:.10'1 aunil, LA
|
I

and similar retreats, the rats make |

speedy war upon them by biting off |

the apex of the shell and. extracti ng |
the suceculent molluse. In the u:tf'luul
| nofice of this rat in Sydney, the _lf"“
!_\Tl" .\L‘il‘lt‘-il_\' s_{l-’_\t!'”;l’{i 1t as i.Ti]IiP!aI!-llt}l:
| the lofty gumn trees at Elizabeth Bay,
where it builds- a nest among the
branches, with leaves and twigs, like |
| that of a bird. The sex retary of the |
| Linnean Society of New South Wales
:{ir-‘.m'!'ﬂnw'i to me how he found a nesi
in the gardens, It was in a tree, and
taking it to be the work of a hird,
he shook a supparting branch, where- |
upon a rat ran out. The curator of
the Macleay Museum often found the
nests of this rat high up in bamboos.
The nests are usually larger than a
tootball, and are not. only used as
nurseries, but also as permanent habi-
tations. ‘©On one ecccasion he ousted
nine fuil-grown rats from one nest,
and several times four and five have

[ been discovered occupying a common
| retreat. My informant also told me
| that the rats gnaw holes in the bamboo
| stems, and take up their abode in the
chanibers between the knots. He thinks
{ that these shelters are formed r.!nrini.;f
| the wet season in order to escape the |
| rains, and although he examined a
considerable number. he never found
the semblance of a nest within the |
cavity. It is thought by some tha,t.]
by this means the rat seeks to escape
from the native cats and other pre-
daceous animals. The hole is cut im-
mediately below a knot, so that the
chamber is entered from its upper
part  These holes were never  oh-
| served mear the  ground, they were |
gzenerally thirty or more feet above it.

and were frequently found when 2 '
bamboo was cut down

A correspondent of one of the Anck- |
| land papers recently deseribed how he |
( had found a rat’s nest in a tree. and

cited the occurrence as remarkable.

There is little doubt that he had en-
| countered the domicile of a black rat, |
which, as [ have shown. cecommor |y
[ nests in such situations, at least n
| Sydney.

Though T have mentioned that tha
black rat is a cleaner animal in res peot
to its food and surroundings than the |
| brown rat, 1t does not follow that it

|
|
|
;
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
i
|

is less dangerous to man in respoect
plague, It also has fleas, which are
quite as capable of transmitting disease

|

|

|

|

I |
'|d*~ its ‘larger relative, and as both rats
|

{s
are quite  common in our city and
suburbs, no quarter should be given |
to either species, : -

———— - ' 70X 1
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I~ . OPERA HOUSE.

It probably -came as a great sur-
prise to the audience in the Opera
| House last evening to hear Wagner
‘interpreted on a concertina. There
was a hush of surprise when Mr Alex-
|andra Prince, who is billed as the
| world’s greatest concertina . soloist,
| commenced his recital with the strains
|-of the magnificent ‘‘Pilgrim’s Chorus’
from Tannhauser, which has been.
made by Dr. Bradshaw’s organ re-
citals, one of the most popular of
classical compositions. The surprise
was speedily changed to wondering de-
: ’light, as Mr Prince proceeded with his |

interpretation. The splendid song ¢ -
went on, in fine organ tone, and then,
to the amazement of the audience, Mr
Prince began to work in the faneciful
= embellishments within which Wagner
{ set this musical masterpiece. It seemed
| an impossible thing, and the audience
['sat enchanted and almost spellbound.

{ The conclusion of the o©
| leose an ovation, .and Mr [
| responded ~ with an  admirable
%resentation of ‘“The Tournament
| March and Chorus,”” from the same
| grand opera. There was a real artistry
m his playing, and this was supportes

-

bﬁ' technique of a most remarkable
character. With these two composi-

tions Mr Prince disposed of the classi-
‘| eal, and thereafter he entertained his
| hearers with realistic imitation of the
| chimes of the Bow Bells and the skirl-
| ing of the bag-pipes, and incidentally

3=

.| lively interpretations of f opular and
| well-known songs.  Mr Prince is ‘

| artist to his finger tips, and he gi
gne of the most t;&tt
| turns ever presented
A ville. The n%ual val
| was a’ most_enterta







off, and this without leaving trace of

| the Cycas

‘was attacked vigorously, an

THE BLACK RAT.
——
I.OCAL EXPERIENCES.

In the course of conversation |
with a “Press’”’ reporter, Mr Robert
Nairn, of Addington, related some 1n-
teresting local experiences connected |
with the ways of the black rat, a sub-{
ject dealt with by Mr Edgar K. Waite,

F.L.S., in an article which appeared |

in “The Press’’ last Saturday.

““Some three years ago,” said Mr|

Nairn, ‘“‘a black rat escaped from a case
of plants 'which arrived from Sydney;
for a time no evidence could ve seen of
the rodent, but one day one of the
greenhouse hands was struck by what

appeared to be a bird’s nest, built in

the climbing growths of the Tacsonia,
or Scarlet Passion Flower, close up to
the glass. On inspection it proved to

be a rat’s nest, with a black rat curled |

up inside asleep. It however escaped
capture for a few days, but eventually

~was killed. Previous to the discovery |
of the nest much damage had been done |

to many nplants of the A-s.paft'aQU%;;;

Plumosa, the young shoots being cu

the culprit. With the death of the
black rat no further loss ensued.

““Some six months ago another bhlack |
rat escaped from another case of plants [#
which _also arrived from Sydney. The|
| stove-house proved to be the most at-|
¢ | tractive snot for it. Here it soon did |
! | much damage to the plants, parti-
| cularly the Asparagus; one plant, viz.,
is noted for |

Revoluta, which is note
ir to a pineap

.

its large base,.similar to a
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| THE MOJI WHALE. |
e
Yo THE EDITOR OF ‘‘THE PRESS,”’
Sir,—In your issue of Saturday lash
| “‘Sheffielder’”’ asks for some particulars
¢of a whale 200 feet long, said to have
been captured in the Japan Sea about
twelve months ago and carried to Moji,
and sold to a New York Museum.”” In
| connection with the printed accounts
§0f this whale and its bearing on the
4 claims made in respect to the Okarito
jx‘Whale, a correspondent has kindl;
ul sent me a letter covering one rwarvtag
in reply to a communication a
o the Curator of Mammalogy
merican Museum of Natural History,
ork. -.The enclosum mada as f:‘ -
he {whale skéleton -oferred
ch'_came to the Mmanm_ bym
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The Canterbury Museum has just re-
coived from his Lordship the Bishop of
Melanesia several interesting velics of
Islangrghost and witch lore. They ard
in the shape of ‘“ghost stones” and .

' “t'zlamff,’ which are nicely described
in his fordship’s accompanying letter :
-—“In magy parts of Melanesia there 1s °
or was a despread belief that through .
the action of spirits or ghosts it is pos-
sible to control or duect the forces of
Nature, to make rain or sunshine, wind
or calm to catse sickness or remove 1t,
to bung good luck and prosperity or
the reverse. In many localities 1t is
implieitly believed vhat each ghost or
irit has a special stone, or stones.
‘f?lhxs own in the neighbourhood w hluh
he frequents, and that if offerings are
placed in the vicinity of the stone and
|a m‘ngm prayer recited, the ghost may
{be induced to carry out the wishes of
{the suppliant. . The stones are

| generally selected  for some pecu-

Yharity of shape, and are usually
| kept in retired nlaces in the forest.
| Talamatai are magic charms common
‘1in the Banks Islands. A bit of bone,
{a splinter of wood, a fragment of coral,
| ﬁ‘tc., 13‘ boungl up “Wwith 'bf e leilaves which
| have "‘mana” or magic for the purpose,.
| and which have been sung or prayed
|cver by a witch dﬁctn;' By this means
| the power of the ghost is bound into the
,oha;rrn, and the talamatai is seerctly

| planted in the pa altmg which the

person at whom the charm is aimed
| must pass, so that the virtue of it ma
spriig ont  and  strike  him  with
dis aﬁ It t;a l:iehev%d 'ﬁh‘;t if the stri
) pe or bhoun roun o dea
kul the efficacy qf he eharxﬁ
eﬁer s All the exhibits a
ota, Banks
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Mr Edgar R. Waite, curator of the
Christchurch Museum, has consented to
give a talk to all the Christchurch
Scouts, on ‘‘Birds and Their Clothing.”’
The lecture will be given at the
Y.M.C.A. rooms this evening, and will
be illustrated by lantern slides. During
the evening the prizes won by the vari-
ous troops abt the recent competitions
will be presented. Dr. Fenwick will be
present to form a mounted ambulance
covps from the senior boys, and a large
attendance of scouts is anticipated. This
will be the first of a series of winter
entertainments, which the Christehurch
executive hopes to arrange for the
scouts.
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Museum.—Unfortunately, wowing to !
an oversight when the control of the
mugeum was handed over to the Board
ot Goverrors. the fee simple of the
land on wiuch the building stood was
not vested in Canterbury College, and
tho anomaly existed of a substantial
bu lding containing a  very large,
amount of vahiable exhibits, standing
on land belonging to another body.
The Domains Board, in which the site
was. vested. was strongly opposed to
the transfec of the fee simple from
itteli to Cancerbury College, and in
view of the anomaly mentinned above,
aud the tact that additional land would
seon be rcquireel for the extension of
the main Luilding it woatd be neces-;
sary that, when legislation was sought '
from Parliament 11 connection with
College matters, a clause should be
introduced to provide for the present
site and that of the land required for
.extension being vested in the Board of
| Governors. ' sid
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The Museum and the Public Library
are two other institutions that were
starved for want of  sufficient
funds, and though the residents
in the town pointed out with
pride these places to those who
came to visit Christchurch, yet the re-
| presentatives of these residents, reflect-
| ing the aprathy of their constituents,
| had refused to supplement the funds ot
these institutions in any way whatso-

. el ALY AW S _Nre.
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| MUSEUM.
; The curator, Mr Edgar R. Waite,
' F.L.S., in the course of his report,
' stated :—Following a suggestion that 1
" made that the rectanguiar piece of
| ground at the south-east corner of the
" Museum building be included within
the Museum fence, enquiries revealed
'the fact that the ground upon which
the Museum stands is not vested in
the Board.., The College Board is
averse to érecting further structures
upon land which it does not control.
As a result we are still much incon-
venienced by the want of a Small
laboratory, for mineralogical and
petrological work. As the Museum still
possesses a limited number of duplicate
moa bones, a circular was issued offer-
1mg certain remains for sale. Some
‘sets were thus disposed of, while ex-
changes were negotiated for others.
The taxidermist mounted, cast,  or
renovated over 500 specimens of wvar-
ious kinds during the year. In addi-
tion to his work on the mineral and
‘geological collection, Mr Speight de-
voted considerable attention to the ex-
hibited collection of moa bones, and
| the work will be continued. eI
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A NEGLECTED FOOD.

'. It is ocurious that neither in Great '
Britain nor the colonics, where there|

is chronic grumbline about the cost of
living. do people fully realise what an
immense supply of cheap food there
is in the waters at their doors. It is
true that in England the consumption

of fish is so enormous that some kinds |
| are said to be in danger of depletion, |

| but there is among some classes a preju-
‘| dice against fish as inferior food, fit only
| for the poorest. Again, even among
| fish-eaters there is a-preiudice against

cortain kinds of fish which, though |
really excellent eating, are regarded as |
too coarse for the table. In an ad-|
mirable report just pubhshed on the |
results of the Government trawling ex- %
pedition of _1907, Mr E. R. Waite, |

| curator of the Canterbury Museum,
draws attention to a number of kinds

'_ af edible fishes that are found in abun- A
dance in our waters, but for which|

| there is little or no demand. For red

| eod, tons of which were obtained by the
|Nora Niven, there is but a small |
{ market ; but Mr Waite knows no reason |

e e S e s — .

e ' s

why it should not be eaten fx;qely

'-'..;-'?E‘-ﬂ?hanz fish was mnd inthe ‘saloon’”
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| board. Seeing that there was plenty |
of fish of cther lkinds available, the
men could not be blamed. but Mr Waite |
considers their antipathy to elephant!.

fish was due solely to sentimental pre-
judice. The trawlings off the Canter-

bury coast indicated that there was |
an abundance of this species. Mr
| Waite says few New Zealanders will
eat skate, but in the Old Country it
is consumed in large quantities, and
| the New Zealand skate has a food value
| possibly equal to that of the best of the
genus. There is, he remarks, consider-
able prejudice against -eels, doubtless
" | largely due to the Biblical injunction
against the eating of fish devoid of fins
and scales, but he  points out
that, contrary to popular belief, |
the fresh-water eel does actually possess
scales, and therefore does not come
under this prohibition. Fresh-water.
cels abound in our rivers and. lagoons, |
and the conger-eel, which Mr Waite |
£l tells us is good eating, is not uncom- |
mon. in the waters about our coasts.
The prejudice against the dog-fish tribe
tlis more general, and more intelligible.
Dog-fish are small sharks, and great
“|odium attaches to the shark. But it
| has been proved that dog-fish are palat-
|¢¥le food; they are freely eaten by|!
| mr people at Home, and there is|
| reason to believe that they are canned |
in America, and sold abroad under

! "I
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for the table; feed in the same way;
the ocean is a vast battlefield, where
one fish preys upon another. A very
intercsting section of the report deals
with the Hfatfish in New Zealand
| waters. It will surprise most people to
know that there are thirteen species of
fatfish here. There is a good deal of
confusion in the naming of these
kinds; for instance flounder, sand
 flounder, ‘‘three corner,” and ‘‘tin-
plate,”’ are names applied to Rhom-
bosolea plebeia, and the term brill has
been used to decignate two very differ-
fent, kinds. Mr Waite suggests thatb

steps should be taken to secure uni- '
formity of nomenclature. He tells us,
i also, that a great deal has yet to be

_frmge of the subject. Until we know
'a good deal more about the supplies in |

_f'better ba.szs

- DN it s vl

'_"lea.rned about the distribution and habits |
| of these valuable fishes. Indeed, it is |
clear from Mr Waite’s report that the |
‘work that has been done in investigat- |
ing our fisheries has touched only the |

4

our waters, and set about catohmg a
in a systematic manner, fish
| will not be the cheap food it shonld
‘|be. Doubtless, also, the methods of |’
distribution require t.o be piwed on a ;.
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LECTURES.

CANTERBURY COLLEGE.
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND.
POPULAR LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC
LECLURES.

THE OPENING LECTURE, on “Whales,”
will be delivered by Mr E. R. Waite,
F.L.S.,, in the College ]ga.].l, 10-MORROW
(Thursday) NIGHT, »t 8 .p.m.
Admission—For the Course of 8 Lectures,
2¢ 6d; Single Lecture, 6d;: School Children,
8d. Tickets at Whitcombe and Tombs, Ltd.,
Simpson and Williams, Ltd., Fountain
gg-bér, Public Library, and at the College
ce.

.GEO. H. MASON,
9279 . : Registrar,

-’
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Canterbury Collcge.

(Wniversity of Mew Zealand).

Popular Literary & Scientific

LECTURES

————1911-

The Opening Lecture will be given in the College Hall, on Thursday, 13th July, at 8 p.m.
The Lectures will be given on each Thursday evening until the series of Eight Lectures is completed.

LIST OF LECTURES.

13th July ... “*Whales” ... ... MR. EDGAR R. WaAITE, F.L.S.
20th July ... “*Historic Cities in Hindostan’’ ... ... MAJOR A. ANDREW
27th July L ’?[‘i\ﬁ fassxon Play at Ober Ammergau’’ Mz. W. H. TRIGGS
3rd August ... ““% Borrow, the Gentleman Gipsy'' ... ... MR. H.J. BATHGATE

10th August ... “‘ Chemistry and the Motor Car”’ Proressor W. P. Evans, M.A, Pu.D.
Illustrated by Experiments.

17th August ... ‘“The Origin and Development of the Organ’’
Dr J. C. BrapsHaw, F.R.C.0., ETc.

24th August ... ‘* Modern Fiction' ... PROFESSOR A. WALL, M.A.
31st August ... ‘*Travels in Palestine and Syria'’ REV. J. MACKENZIE, M.A.

THE LECTURES WILL, IN MOST CASES, BE ILLUSTRATED BY LANTERN VIEWS.

The object of these Lectures being to encourage a love of Literature and Science, the Board of
Governors hopes for the assis}ance and encouragement of Head Masters, Mistresses and Teachers in
securing the attendance of Pupils of Primary Schools.

PRICES OF ADMISSION:

Tickets (Transferable) for the entire series of Eight Lectures 2/6
Tickets for Single Lecture ... Adults, 8d. ; School Children, 3d.

Tickets may be obtained at Messrs. WHITCOMBE & TOMBS LTD., SIMPSON & WILLIAMS LTD.,
and FOUNTAIN BARBER, also at the Public Library, and (during office hours) at the College Office.

GEO. H. MASON, Registrar.

WHITCOMBE & TOMES LTD. OC3684
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POPULAR SCIENCE LECTURES
el L i SR LY

MR E. R. WAITE ON WHALES,

The rirst of this vear's series of winter
lectures on science and literature was
given st Canterburv College JIall last
evening, Mr J. €. Adams, chairman of
the Board of Governors of Canterbury
College, occupied the chair, and the lec.
turer for the evening was Mr K R
Waite, who took Tor his subject
“ Whales."' : =

The chairman, in the course of a briei
address, outlined the programme of lee-
tures drawn up for this year, and
stated that, as far as possible, z-::lhje{:t?
had beenn chosen which wonld be of
topical or contemporary interest, In
introdueing Mr Waite. the chairman
gaid that the lecturer haa the reputa-
tion of being the foremost ethnologist in
the southern hemisphere. and his re-
marks on the subject to be discussed

that evening might therefore be confi-
dently expected to be both entertaining
and authoritative. ] A
Mr Waite, by way of introduction,
dealt interestinglv with . the various
points of resemblance between the
whale and other mammals, including
man, He showed the relationship be-
tween the band of a man, the wing of
a bird, the hoof of a horse and the side
fins of a whale. Incidentally he men-
tioned that the traditional pictures of
angels with birds’ wings and devils
with bats’ wings were not zoologically
sound, as no mammal had three sets of
limbs. }
Speaking of whaling, Mr Waite
stated that the whalebone whale had

| acquired the name of the “ right’’

whale in the days when whalers con-
fined their attentions to the balaenop-
tera, the whalebone being worth £2000
a ton. The sperm whale was not consi-
dered worth hunting until a later date.
The lecturer briefly sketched the de-
velopment of the appliances of whaling,
from the sailing-ship to the modern
whaling steamer, and from the old har-
Econ or lance to the modern explosive

arpoon, which is timed to detonate
twelve seconds after striking. The
function of whalebone in a whale's feed-
ing operations was illuginatively de-
seribed, and some specimens of whale-
bone were shown.

The fate of the larger varieties of
whale, ‘when attacked by the smaller
but toothed and savage * killer
whales,”” was graphically desecribed, and
the lecturer also gave a brief account
of the unique method of whale catching
adopted to the north of Auckland. The
whalers there discovered that numbers
of whales frequently passed between a
certain two points of rock, and a huge
steel screen, with a two-foot mesh, was
drawn across the passage-way, many
whales being caught in this way.

_In regard to the prevalent supersti-
tion that whales habitually spout water,
Mr Waite said this was quite falla- |-
cious. The blow-hole of the whale was |-
connected directly with the Inngs, not
with the mouth, and it was air which
‘was exuded and not water, though oe-
‘casionally water which was over the
hole was blown into the air as the
whale rose to the surface. When a
harpoon penetrated a whale’s lungs the
whale spouted blood.  In conclusion,
Mr Waite described the characteristics
of the principal varieties of whale.

The lecture was illustrated by a large

| number of lantern views of an excop-

_tiotia-lly_ interesting and unique nature.
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EXIT AUSTRALIA, |
 The form displaved by Bruce Pearce
in his match with ‘“Chick” Eyans
gave rise to hopes that Australia might
provide the amateur ¢hamvion. But it
was not to be, for in the sixth round
he met with defeat at the hands of
Gordon Leckhart. of the Prestwick St
Nicholas Club, by 4 and 3.

It was not bad play on the Tas-
manian’s part that gave Lockhart the
victory, Tt was one of those occasions
on which evervthing came off all richt
for the winner. Lockhart played splen-
didlv, and almost every time an extra
2ood shot was required he was able to
| produce it. His form at the short

eamo was wonderful and heart-break-
ingr to his erpponent. He certainly gave
Pearce a let-off by taking three putts
on the first green, but after that r%e
could do no wrong, He won the third,
ourth and fifth holes, getting down

rarder at the fourth and a fou

er for a beautiful two
Himalayas, while at the sixth
no the oAd on to the preem, |
ed by 'sinking a four-yard |
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POPULAR SCIENCE
LECTURES.

&
MR EDGAR R. WAITE ON WHALES,

P

' Last evening Mr Edgar R. Waits,
curator of the Canterbury Museum,
delivered the first of this year’s series
of popular science lectures, arranged

terbury College. Mr J. C. Adams,
chairman of the Board of Governors,-

audience.
On his subject, “Whales,”” Mr Waite

- was very much at home. He began

by explaining how various animals

adapted themselves to the elements in |
which they had chosen to live. By |

means of lantern slides he showed how

-| the bat had come to resemble a bird, |

"~ ‘| at the same time drawing attention to

the essential particulars in which the
bat and the bird differed. Following

. this, he explained the difference be-

tween the whale and the fish, making
1t clear that while in form the whale

| had drawn near to the fish he had |-
| never lost the distinguishing marks of

| the mammal, He traced the methods
1 of 'hunting that were leading to the

| adopted by the K |
| Tig and outfit of the old-time whalers

ich confined their attention to the

£ T WiRT g "
L A Pty - i GARF IR Ao S

for by the Board of Governors of Can-.

introduced the speaker to a fairly largs |

-gradual extinction of the whale, Slides |
+ tllustrated the method of spea.rgﬁg
squimaux, and the

right”’ or whalebone whale, whose

s il

e

1 was between four and eight miles |




' range of up to 300 yards. The most

:
!
|

sperm whale, a much faster animal,
had come with the introduction of the |

of Auckland, where ihe giant mammals
}I:r‘as'sed through a narrow channel. |

Mr Waite turned to the different ¢
| of whale, illustrating the chief classes

be distinguished from the oiher. :

eteam whaler armed with the harpoon
ogun. Later than this was the vessel

armed with a bow swivel gun firing a
ball harnoon which was effective at a

modern method of whale capture was
that adopted at a place to the north

here nets of steel wire, having a mesh
of about two feet were laid, and the
whales captured as they swam past.
Passing from the methods of ca;iture,

asses

by lantern slides, and explaining the
various marks by which the one might

B erF HTE DR e

In his introducﬁoi'y speech at the first
of this year’s series of Popular Science
Lectures, delivered by Mr Edgar R.

1 Waite, in the College Hall last even-

ing, Mr J. C. Adams, chairman of the
lege

as those of previous winters. With on2
exception, one lecture being purely

- scientific, all those set down would be |
of 'both scientific and litergry merit. |
Mr Edgar R. Waite introduced his |

.| lecture on whales, delivered in the |
College Hall last evening, by the state- |

ment that he had had no difficulty in

 deciding uron his subject. ~ When a
- man whom he had not seen for a week |
or_a month met him, he did not ask!
. ““How are you?” He asked ¢ How is |
your whale?’’ So when these who wera

Board of Governors of Canterbury Col-|
ege, said he believed that the'l
_| public would find the syllabus of lec-

‘tures for this year quite as interesting |

| Teeponsible for the syllabus of the lec-

| tures approached him, and asked him
}‘ﬁes‘ﬁr red at once, ‘“ Wha @;‘;_z‘:ﬁ-’- i
AL ”Jt“_.a".“f.mtgm et Tl
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POPULAR SCIENCE LECTURES
-

MR E. R. WAITE ON WHALES.

~ The first of this year’s series of winter §

lectures on science and literature was
given at Canterbury College Hall last
evening. Mr J. C. Adams, chairman of
the Board of Governors of Canterbury
College, occupied the chair, and the lec.
turer for the evening was Mr E. R
Waite, who took = for his subject
‘¢ Whales.”’ '

The chairman, in the course of a brief
address, outlined the programme of lec-
tures drawn up for this year, and
stated that, as far as possible, subjects
had been chosen which would be of
topical or contemporary interest. In
introducing Mr Waite, the chairman
said that the lecturer had the reputa-
tion of being the foremost ethnologist in
the southern hemisphere. and his re-
marks on the subject to be discussed
that evening might therefore be confi-
dently expected to be both entertaining
and authoritative.

Mr Waite, by way of introduction,
dealt mterestinglljv with the various
points of resemblance between the
whale and other mammals, including

man. He showed the relationship be-
tween the hand of a man, the wing of

a'bird, the hoof of a horse and the side |

fins of a whale. Incidentally he men-
tioned that the traditional pictures of’
a.r}gfls with birds’ wings and devils
with bats’ wings were not zoologically
sound, as no mammal had three sets of

H|'




Speaking of whaling, Mr Waite
stated that the whalebone whale had
acquired the name of the ‘right”
whale in the days when whalers con-
fined their attentions to the balaenocp-
tera, the whalebone being worth £2000
a ton. The sperm whale was not consi-
dered worth hunting until a later date.
The lecturer briefly sketched the de-
velopment of the appliances of whaling,
from the sailing-ship to the modern
whaling steamer, and from the old har-

oon or lance to the modern explosive

arpoon, which is timed to detonate

twelve seconds after strikin%. The
function of whalebone in a whale’s feed-
ing operations was illuminatively de-
scribed, and some specimens of whale-
bone were shown.

The fate of the larger varieties of
whale, when attacked by the smaller
but toothed and savage ‘killer
‘whales,”” was graphically described, and
the lecturer also gave a brief account
| of the unique method of whale catching
| adopted to the north of Auckland. The
whalers there discovered that numbers
of whales frequently passed between a
certain two points of rock, and a huge
steel screen, with a two-foot mesh, was
drawn across the passage-way, many
whales being caught in this way.

In regard to the prevalent supersti-
| tion that whales habitually spout water,
| Mr Waite said this was quite falla-
| cious. The blow-hole of the whale was
connected directly with the lungs, not
with the mouth, and it was air which

| was exuded and not water, though oc- |

casionally water which was over the
| hele was blown into the air as the
| whale rose to the surface. © When a

harpoon penetrated a whale’s lungs the

| whale spouted blood. In conclusion,
| Mr Waite described the characteristics
| of the principal varieties of whale.

The lecture was illustrated by a large |
| number of lantern views of an excep- |’
| tionally Interesting ap‘d unique nature, |
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| that inhabits the waters of French Pass
and pﬂots steamers through the en- |
| trance, is said to be in need of a )
greater degree of protection from the |

“pot hunter’ or alleged sportsman, |

| and since his reported deahh a manth_,
g;; two ago, Whlei:! pily p |

PELORUS JACK,

g -

'PRESENT PROTECTION SAID TO |

BE INADEQUATE.

SOME FACTS ABOUT RISSO’S
- DOLPHIN.
Peloru Jack, the ““ grampus griseus

ﬁ.‘? CL
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' { tending the close season ‘‘ for the fish

' whale, and urged the advisability of

The Rev D. C. Bates, Government
Meteorologist, who first identified Pe-
lorus Jack as Risso’s dolphin, or
grampus griseus, has taken the matter
up and is urging a much heavier pen- |
alty for molesting his old friend. In
a letter written to Mr E. R. Waite,
curator of the Christchurch Museum,
who is regarded as the leading ichthy-
ologist in New Zealand, Mr Bates has
suggested that a special Act should be
passed protecting ‘‘ Jack’” for all time
and fixing a heavy penalty for his in-
jury or wilful destruction.

“ Pelorus Jack’ was first protect-
ed by Act of Parliament in
1906, but the protection expired
on May 31 last, and an Order-
in-Counci! was gazetted extending the
protection for three years, or rather ex-

or mammal of the species known as
Risso’s dolphin,”” the penalty for breach
of the order being not less than £5 nor
more than £100. These interested in
the ‘‘fish or mammal’ consider the
penalty ridiculously small, and ask
why the Order-in-Council stops at three

years’ protection. The matter was |
raised by Mr Waite at the conclusion of
his lecturs on ‘“ Whales’’ on Thursday
evening. He showed two lantern slides
of Pelorus Jack, which, he said, was a

reater protection. On the motion of !
Mr J. C. Adams, it was unanimously re- .

| solved to urge the passing of a brief

Act protecting Pelorus Jack under
threat of heavier penalties ¢ for the |

| term of his natural life.’’

N EY, |



The world-wide celebrity that Pelorus |
Jack enjoys is evidenced by the fact;
that since the report of his death was
cabled Home not long ago Mr Waite :
has received letters asking for particu-
lars of his demise. The story of his af-
fection for steamers trading through
French Pass is not generally accepted
as gospel in other 1Z3art-s_ of the ¢
world, and a New ealander who |
gome time ago retailed the facts ab |
tho Lambs’ Club in New York
was hailed as a romancer of the first
water,  and treated accordingly. and
when Mark Twain rose pravely and cor-
roborated the story, alleging that he
himself had seen the fish, the New Zea-
lander also got the palm as a jester,
and was afterwards known as the man
with the finest fish story on record.
Since then a few American tourists

; § have had their doubts removed by an

intreduction to Pelorus Jack, and one

» | of them is alleged to have nearly lost

i his life on board the s.s. Penguin after |

|

| taking a shot at the pilot fish. Since

then it is suspected that Pelorus Jack
has been fired at more than once, and {
it is feared that the present penait-y 18 .
f nob  a gufficlent deterrent against.g
. peaching. |

. A reporter asked Mr Waite yesterday
if 'he had any records of the longevity
of the Rissos dolphin family, but he
ceuld give no definite information. He
pqmteﬁ out that it was Impessible to !
| observe any particular whale. They'
were known to be very long-lived, and
Erobably the big whale at the Museum
had been 150 or 200 years old. It was
impossible to say how old Pelorus Jack |
was. He was glad to see that imme- |
diately on receipt of the report that
Pelorus Jack had died the Minister of
‘Marine had sent an expedition to col-
lect the bones which were supposed to
be lying on the beach. The remains |
‘would certainly be interesting. |
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The Phillipstown Anglican _Sunday
Schoolroom was wéil filled with men
last evening, when Mr E. R. Waite,
curater of the Christchurch Museum,
gave an address under the auspices of
the Church of Lngland Men’s Society,
on ‘“‘Trawling in New Zealand.”” Mr -
Waite's addregs proved to be very en-
tertaining and instructive, and his lece
ture was enriched by an excellent col-
lection of lantern slides. At the con-
elugion of his address Mr Waite was ac-
» | corded a hearty vote of thanks, on the
 { motion of the chairman, the Rev K.

Edwards.










MUSEUM RECORDS.

A third portion of the Records of
the Canterbury Museum’ has been
published by Messrs Whitcombe and
Pombs. The new volume deals with
tho results of the Government trawling
| expedition of 1907, and contains (13 the
! second portion of the list of fishes
taken, and ¢ The Outcome of the lx-
pedition,” by Mr Idgar R. Waite,
}.1.S., curator of the Museum; (2)
the second part of the description of
mollusca, by Mr Henry Suter; and (32
an account of the coliection of
crustacea by Dr Charles Chilton,
1.1..8. The remarks made by Mr
Waite upon the edible fishes of the
New Zealand waters are particularly
interesting and constitute a very valu-
able contribution to a department of
knowledge that is sadly neglected by
the general public. The volume 1s il-
lustrated by numerous plates.
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The Museum ana tapvary Commit- | ro
tee’s revort was considered in commit~ | no
teo, and was agreed to. It was as |md
forlows : —That the Board of Governors, | coe
[in view of the fact that the Early
Colonists’ Department at the Muscum
was_established for the purpose of t_'.u!--11
/z lecting exhibits illustrating the early
Ihistor}' of the city and provineial dis«[
trict, sees no reason for enlarging the "¢
scope of that department, but iopes [ pr
that t.l}le 'clxnnmltl.-\t(-'u w}ill still eontinue | M:
the valuable work on the original lines, Do
That the tender of Messrs Smith and pkw
Anthony, Ltd. for binding the library | Ay
books. ete., for a veriod of three years - cor O
from the 1st Aungust, 1911, be accepted 'us
at the prices quoted in the tender. The ' bri
& | committee also reported having eranted CO,DA&MJ
| the cnrator of the Museum leave of
l.u.hscn_ca for six weeks to enable him to
A0\ visit Australia, and having authorised'| P2
;%him to expend up to £50 from the an-
/8. 7
N

AND §

wa

W
ot sho

nuul vote for the purchase of specimens..
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When the Waratah disappeared from

human ken, Mr E. R. Waite, curator |

of the Canterbury Museum, " received

a letter asking him to decide a wager |

about a question relating to that ill-

| fated vessel. The question was—*If |
| the Waratah sank in mid ocean, would
{ she drop right down till she reached |

the bottom, or would she merely drop

down a certain dspth till the pressure
stopped her from going further, so!
-+ | that she would then be carried hither |-
and thither far below the surface at !
cg-. of currents?”’ Mr Waite |
d the matter at last night’s|

g of the Canterbury Ph

tute

U
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PHILOSOPHICAL INSTITUTE.

e
MONTHLY MEETING,

The monthly meeting of the Philoso-
phical lustitute of Canterbury was held
last evening, Mr A, M. Wright presid-
m%&ir R. Speight, assistant curator al
the Canterbury Museum, gave an ad-
dress on ‘““ Bogs, and their Influence on
Climate.” He laid stress on the geo-
logical aspect, rather than the botani-
cal aspect of the subject. Referring 1o
rainfall, he stated that he had been un-
able to detect any periodicity in rain-
fall in Canterbury. That, however,
might be due to the imperfection of the
records. e average ann#al fall ‘m
this pfovince was 26 inches, The dimi-
nution of rainfall in certain countries
was attributed to the cutting down of
forests, but this was not the cause. The
influence of forests on the rainfall was

: %reatly overestimated. Ia all proba-

ility if the whole of New Zealand
forests were cut down, it would not
diminish the annual rainfall - by one
inch. The lecturer detailed the origin
of bogs, exrlain'ne the connection be-
tween bogs and lakes, and how the lat-
ter were filled up gradually with vege-
tation. He referred to the gradual

destruction of trees under the influence

of bogs, and the peculiar fact that the
water in bogs was always icy cold. He
also displayed pictures of sections of
bogs in the Shetlands, the South of
Scotland, and Sweden, which showed in

-an iostructive way the alternation of

the history of the country, t’

| Stock.
i

cold and milder climates. He urged
that it was most importamt that for the
sake of the light they would throw on

| - bogs in
New Zealand should be studied before
they dJsa'_Ippeared under the influence of

he lecturer was accorded a
verv hearty vote of thanks. = .
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. mouths, teeth, and bodily sh~pes as-
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Mr Edgar R. Waite, cnurator at the

" Canterbury Musenm, delivered an ad-
dress on ‘‘ The modification of deep sea

fi-hes to euit their environment.” He-

. remarked incidentally that the greatest
depth that had been plumbed in tne

ocean was between the Kermadecs and

Tonca. the depth being 5155 fathoms,

Lor 30,930 feet. Fish hod been taken
'down to 1800 fathoms. Mr Waite dis-
playved an excellent selection of slides,

showing the peculiarities in the way of

'sumed by deep sea fishes as the result
of the rarity with which they were en-
abled to enjoy ‘‘ a good square meal,”
and slso clideg illustrating the effects
of the absence of light. He was ac-
corded a hearty vote of thanks.

 Dr. Chilton presented “Some notes
' on some New Zealand Crustacea.”’ This
paper was of a techmical nature, and
was taken as read.

Mr R. Noirn snbmitted an exhibit
illustrating the chances caused in the
' characterictics of plants by their en-
‘deavonr to adapt themselves to their
environment. ~

It was announced that at the next
meetine Mr A. W. Beaven would speak
an * Profit Sharing.”
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TROUBLE EXTENDS TO NEW
~ ZEALAND.

—————— o

REFUSAL TO REMOVE PASSENGERS’
' LUGGAGE, -

AUCKLAND (N.Z.), Monday.—The waterside
- workers declined to unload the luggage of pas-
SCLBErs arriving by ‘the steamer Vietoria be-
cause it was loaded by “blackleg” labor at Syd-
ney. The crew of the steamer therefore per-
formed the task. gl A

The' steamer Wimmera is leaving at 5.30 to-
. night, but is carrying no cargo, o8 §
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~ A SCIENTIST’S HOLIDAY,

.._.—_-.-——-’n—-——

VISIT TO SYDNEY.

Mr E. R. Waite, curator of Canter-
bury Museum, has returned from a
visit to Sydney, where he recently spent
a few weeks. He went for a hohday,
but, like the holidays of many
other scientists who are absorb-
ed in their work, it was of
the strenuocus type. With  the
exception of a little fishing and shoot-
ing in the country, he spent n.ost -of
bis time in the Australian Museam, in
Syduney, where he found a great deal to
occupy his attention. For thirteen years
before he came to New Zealand he was
a member of the staff of that mstitu-
tion, and he was pleased to nate that
it has shared in the general piosperity
enjoyed by the Commonwealti. The
outward and visible signs of this are
a new wing, which has cost £30,000.

The museum, of course, has many dif-1"
ferent departments, and has a wide .

field to attend to. It has forty-two
members, including twelve astendants,
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1ts permanent staff, and it pays in
ggla.riesl nearly £7000 a_ year.  Mr
Waite was successful and Lhappy in ob-
taining a number of new specimerns,
.mostly Australian marsup-lals‘ and eth-
nological articles, for the Canterbury
Museum, and these will be placed on
exhrbition in the cases soon, d
After an absence from Bydney of
over five years, he saw great changes
in the city. Many buildirgs, including
some very handsome ones, have been
puiled down to enable streets to be
widened, and he was told that during
the past four years £20,000,000 worth
of buildings had been erected. In North
Sydney alone, during the past twelve
months, houses were erected at the rate
of one a day. Traffic, especially on the
tramways, has increased encrmously.
To give moro space for pedestriaus,
verandah posts are being dispensed
with. The verandahs are suspended,
sometimes with ornamental hangings,
from the buildings. The same principle
has been observed, wherever possible,
with tramway poles, and telephone
poies are also disappearing as the wires
are being placed underground.
Tramway traffic has increased so
much that the noise it makes has inter-
fered to some extent with the public
parks. To meet this unforescen. diffi-
culty, band stands are now being made
In  amphithertres sunk into the
ground. The pand is stationed in the
centre of an amphitheatre, and the
members of the audience are seated in
tiers all around.. Picture shows are still
a popular amusement in the city and

} the suburbs, where they are patronised

by enormous crowds. = Many of them
are shown in the open air, there heing
' 1o roofs to the theatres. -
Mr Waite found that Australian
| scientists are taking a deep interest in
Dr Mawson’s Antarctic expedition. He
Just 1nissed seeing Dr Mawson, but re- _
newed his acquaintance with Professor
azggé whfo,thalthougclla not actually a|
rember of the expedition, s vorking
ardently to make ?ea succéss:. -," T
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SYDNEY RE-VISITED.

v,
MR E. R. WAITE’S RETURN.

Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the Can-
terbury Museum, has just returned

been enjoying a few weeks holiday.
it is rather a distinguishing feature of

bine their studies with their pleasures.

| Mr Waite spent some little time fish~ |

ing and shooting in the streams and
| over the country adjacent to Sydney,

' in the Australian Museum, of the staff
of which he was for thirteen ycars a
member.
the Museum had advanced considerably
during recent years, and a new wing,
costing. £30,000, had been erected.
The et-hnol'@gi-caf gallery, now being
finished directly under the care of the
Curator, who himself was an ethnolo~
gist, was
and / contained a wonderful and
marvellous  collection of  objects
from  Australia and the Pacific.
The specimens had been stored for

them. -

. The remarkable activity in the build-
g trade in Sydney impressed Mr
Waite, as it has other visitors. He
was informed that during the past
four ﬁears £20,000,000 worth of build-
ings had been erected in Sydney, and

had been ecrected at the rate of emne
a day in Nerth Sydney. Traffic on
the tramways and on the ferry boats

L 1creased enormously, and the
boring of tunnels beneath the harbour
was still being discussed as an alter-

called out “Hurry o g '’ ;
by force of ha;bit-_-y LR ey

from a visit to Sydney, where he had |

| scientists that they ean always com- |

{ but the most of his heliday was spent |

Mr Waite remarked that |

amazingly  complete, |

many years, and the erection of the |
jmew wing made 1t possible to display |

during the past twelve months houses |

;

native to erecting a  brid -
traflic on the ferry boats mg %z: egéﬁ i
mous that the boat bovs continually |
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| pedestrians. Tramway poles and tele-

New South Wales was aseribed to var-
ious causes. It was claimed by some |

| were taking a deep interest in Dr.

Verandah posts were being dispensedé
with, in order to give more room for |

phone peles were aleo disappearing, the
telephone wires being placed under-
ground. The presperity of Sydney and

that the Labour Government were re- |
sponsible, and by others that purely |
natural causes produced it.

Australian scientists, said Mr Waite, |

Mawson’s Antarctie expedition. He |
just missed meeting Dr. Mawson. but
had the pleasure of renewing  ac-
quaintance with Professor David. who
1s working with characteristic energy
and enthusiasm to make the expedi-
tion a success,
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| Mr E. R. Waite, curator of Canter-
| bury Museum, who has suﬁer‘ed from a |
severe attack of typhoid fey now |

H out of danger, a.nd is get-b 2 ag welll t

towa.rds ds recovery. 5

Lf-‘l‘ﬁl ?:Lni:*-.nst.r

| r ldgad Waite, Qurafm ef ’bh i
‘| Canterbury Musaum, who has been geri- 1=
; owlv ill for several weeks past, is now
J :Mvae}?scant, and is m a tair way to g
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The connection between the Museum
{and the Public Library is that both
institutions derive their revenue from
the same endowments. Should the

Court, and should it be decided that a
portion of the endowments be handed
over to the City Council it would
mean that the income of the Museum
would remain approximately as at pre-
gent. I have repeatedly pointed out
that the institution is starved and ex-
pansion, except within narrow limits
18 impossible.  1f the City Counci

.| tive of the endowments, the funds of the
| Museumn would be appreciably aug-
‘mented, and thus the public of to-day
would pay at least some of the debt
which 1t undoubtedly owes. In order

-

 to levy a rate, and the extra amount
| to be called in consequent on the re-

surely be very small and would po
| sibly” nat bo objected to whon it was
.| realised ‘that two of the principal edu-

question be referred to the Supreme.

- would take over the library irrespec- |

| to place the library on a higher plane
.It,_thld be necessary for the Council |

| ling 'l". nent of the endowments would |

nstitutions of the city were |
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Chilton, C.: The Subantarctic Islands of New Zealand. 409 2 Bde.,
XXXV u.388 8.; 460 8., mit Abb. u. K. Wellington, N.-Z., 1909.
Dem #uBersten siidostlichen Endteile des von dem eurasischen Teil
des Kontinentalblocks nach SO sich erstreckenden, Australien und Neu-
seeland tragenden, reich gegliederten Iorisatzes entragen einige kleine
Inseln und Inselgruppen. Mit Ausnahme der am weitesten siidwestlich
. auBerhalb derselben gelegenen Macquarieinseln erheben sich alle diese
 Eilande dicht innerhalb der 1000 Faden- (1800 m) Linie. Zusammen bilden
sie einen Bogen, welcher in einer Entfernung von durchschnittlich 800 km
die Sidinsel von Neuseeland im Osten und Siiden umzieht. Diese
Inseln (Inselgrappen) sind die Chatham-, Bounty- und Antipodeninseln
im Osten zwischen 40 und 50° S, und die Campbell, Auckland- und Maec-
 quarieinseln im Siiden zwischen 50 und 55° 8.
i In den letzten Jahren haben mehrere neuseeliindische Naturhistoriker
diese Inseln besucht und auf denselben Beobachtungen angestellt und Ma-
terial gesammelt. Die Ergebnisse ihrer eigenen Untersuchungen und die
Berichte anderer, denen Teile des gesammelten Materials zur Bearbeitung
ibergeben wurden, sind in dem vorliegenden, von C. Chilton heraus-
. gegebenen Werke versffentlicht. Die einzelnen Abschnitte des Werkes
- bebandeln die Entdeckungsgeschichte, magnetische Beobachtungen, die
. Radioaktivitit einiger vulkanischer Gesteine, die Meteorologie, die Geo-
- logie, die Physiographie, Humus und Humusbildner, eine Anzahl von
. Tier- und Pflanzengruppen, die Flora im allgemeinen und die biologi-
. schen Beziehungen der Inseln zu Neuseeland.
{ Ich beschrinke mich hier darauf, Waites Schilderung einer Ex-
- kursion nach dem etwa 400 m hohéfr Mount GiMoway, der hachsten
Erhebung der Antipodeninsel, aus der Fiille des Interessanten heraus-
zugreifen und im Auszug wiederzugeben. Mit einigen Begleitern er-
kletterte er die Strandklippen, durchschritt einen Giirtel von Coprosoma-
geblisch und erreichte das 120— 150 m hohe Tafelland, das den groBten
Teil der Tnsel bildet und das hier mit briitenden Albatrossen (Diomedea
exulans L.) besit war. Die iibrigen Begleiter zuriicklassend, setzte er
mit Prof. Benham den Marsch fort. Das Plateau ist mit isolierten,
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aber ziemlich nahe beisammen stehenden Grasbiischeln bedeckt. {&uf
den abgestorbenen iilteren Teilen weiter emporwachsend , haben diese
Biischel Hohen bis zu 2 m erreicht. Geht man oben auf den Biischeln, |
<o fillt man alle Augenblicke zwischen—denselben herab.  Geht man—r
unten, so kommt man, des dichten Beisammenstehens der Biischelstimme
wegen, nur schwer durch. Ab und zu wurden Bachbette erreicht. Diese
enthielten kein Wasser, waren aber mit einem fast undurchdringlichen,
. aus groBen sparrigen und hartstimmigen Farnkriiutern zusammengesetzten
Dickicht ausgefiillt. Der Abhang des Berges war leichter zu begehen,
aber an vielen Stellen von RuBsturmtauchern (Puffinus griseus Gm.)
ausgeholt.  Am Boden dieser Hohlen, von denen einige iiber 3 m tief :
waren , lagen iibelriechender Schlamm und Vogelknochen. Mehrmals
fielen die beiden Wanderer in solche Hohlen hinein. Dazwischen sallen
. auch hier am Bergeshang iiberal briitende Albatrosse, die nach ihnen !
schnappten. Die Albatrosnester sind 30-—50 em hohe, zusammengescharrte |
Hiigel mit einer Einsenkung am Scheitel. Auf dem breiten Berggipfel
angelangt, hatten Waite und Benham Gelegenheit, die gar nicht scheuen,
in niichster Nihe umherfliegenden und -laufenden, und ihre Hochzeits-

tinze auffithrenden Albatrosse zu beobachten. — Die nach Photographien
hergestellten Abbildungen sind schon und instruktiv. R o, Lendenfeld.
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