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-. CATALOGUE OF FISHES.

Mr G. M. Thomson,; M.P., moved :—
“That the Institute urze the Government
to publish a full catalogue of the fishes

- of New Zealand.”’

The motion was seconded and carried |
unanimously.
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In his visit to Akaroa Mr Waite has %
combined business with pleasure by
salving the old iron trypot used by the ‘

whalers at Akaroa fifty yvears ago. The

relic 1s 1n }'—__"'“h’l"[ }}!'n"f&(f‘l‘\'iltiflll’ and was
secured at Island Bay, south of Piraki.

and south of the wreck of the Bell
Klower. It is'shaped hike a bowl, with
two flat sides and the usual spout just
a little below the rim to run off oil as
it came to the surface. Its capacity
13 abput 100 gallons. There 1s the
rusted mname inside the rim, ‘‘ Ba-
leine,”” preceded by undecipherable
initials. The exhibit will find its way
to the Museuni. :
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RELIC OF WHALING DAYS.
_.w-_

TRYPOT AND WINDLASS. *

i \

SN

A very interesting relic of the old |
whaling days at Akaroa has just been
, brought to Christchurch, and added to
; the  treasures of the Canterbury
| Museum. This 18 an old ‘“trypot,”
' used by the whalers of the forties to

melt down the b!ubber stripp(?d from
.| captured whaues, thus extracting the

oil.
The trypot is an erormous ecast-iron
' vessel, weighing fully half a ton. It is
' not unitke an enormous cauldron of the
sort which the witches of Macbeth ased
in their weird ceremonies. It is fitted
t with a lip, and two of the sides buige,
| barrel-like, from top to bottom, while
the other two sides are flattened. It

is about 3ft deep, and fully 4ft wide a%
| the broadest part of the interior. It
| 1s fitted with a large spout, from which

the oil would be poured when the blub-

ber had been melted down. It is a
~very stout and very heavy vessel.

. .. The story of its recovery for the

Museum was told by Mr Edgar R.|

Waite, who spenf a short health vaca- |

tion there. Mr "Waite, with a small |

Jarty of friends, make a trip to Island [
Bay, the property of Ma Luke Wright,
and found that this particular trypot |
1}:1.{1 originally farmed one of a set of |
five, which had *been placed in close |




Juxtaposition and cemented into place.l
ltach trypot had the two flat sides, |
so that it could stand close to its fel-|
lows. Beneath them were spaces for
the fires. Three of the trypots had
been previously removed, leaving Onlyi
two in pcsition. |

Mr Waite and his party made two

visits to Island Bay. On the first occa-
sion the trypot was taken down from
its bed and trundled to the water's
edge by the strenuous efforts of sx
men. As a high sea came on it was
deemed inadvisable to trust the massive
pot to the open sea, so it was leit on

the beach after being filled with stones, |

in order to  prevent the risng tide
carrying it off. The following day the
scoond trip was made, when the wea-

ther couditions were more favourable. .

The trypot was lifted into a dinghy by

. '‘means’of a derrick, and was towed to'
Akaroa, a dstance of eight miles, be-
hind a motor launch. “1ais proved a'
rather anxious expex:ien--ce. as the

dinghy had only a few inches freeboard,
and seas were continually washing over
the bows. After proceeding some dis-

. tance it was found necessary to place

one of the party in the dnghy, in
order to baill out the incoming water.
The tension was greatly relieved when
the pot was finally brought alongside
the wharf at Akaroa. It was after-
wards shipped aboard the Cygnet, ani
taken to Lyttelton. It has now found

. & permanent resting-place in the whaia-

bouse at the Muscum, alongside the
skeleton of the Okarito lev athan.

* Mr Luke Wright, who presented the
trypot, also presented the remains of
an old wooden windlass, and these will
he re-erected beside the trypot. These
are two very interesting relics of the
“roaring fort'es.”’
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THE WHALING DAYS.
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RELICS AT THE MUSEUM.

A TRYPOT FROM AKAROA.

: The old .iren trypot obtained by Mr
E. R. Waite from the Akaroa district
, § has been placed in position in the Can-
> terbury Museum. 1t is a very interest-
ing relic of the whaling industry,
" { which has played a very important part
Ein the history of New Zealand.

The pot weighs exactly half a ton.
It is three fect deep and four feet
wide at its widest part. On one side
it is fitted with a ﬁuge iron lip. = At
hrst this lip gives an impression that
the oil was poured from the pot into
1} the barrels, but this is dispelled by a
realisation of the vessel’s weight, and
, | by the sighs it bears that it was one
sjof a row of five similar pots, all of
t | which were clamped together. Tt has
ef been placed in the shed behind the
o § Museum erected for the gigantic skele-
-} ton of the famous Okarito whale, which
o | stands unrivalled asg the largest whale
1 1 skeleton known to the world.
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Mr Waite had a great deal of difi-
culty in recovering the trypot. It had
stood for years at Island Bay, which
belongs to Mr TLuke Wright.  Of the
five that originally stood in the row,
side by side, three had bheen removed,
leaving only two. Mpr Waite, accom-
panied by Mr E. J. Haynes, taxiderm-
1st at the Museum, and Messrs W,
Coles. W. H. Seed. Allender, Parkin
and Hilton, and Dr Whetter, visited
Island May, and with the help of
a derrick the relic was placed in a
little dingey, which was towed by a
motor to Akaroa, a distance of eight
miles. The vovage was a somewhat
exciting one. The dingev had a free-
board of only a few inches, and the
seas washed over it. 1In consequence
of this it was considered desirable,
after a few miles had been covered,
for one member of the party to enter
the dingey and bail out the water,
which threatened to swamp the tiny
craft, with disastrous results. Finally
the precious old relic, rusty and

weather-worn, was brought safely to

the wharf at Akaroa. It was placed
on board the Cygnet and taken to Lyt-
tolton, and sent by rail to Christ-
church.

It is a present to the Museum from
Mr  Wright, He has also given a
wooden windlass, used in connection
with the whaling industry. and this
also will be placed cloge to the Okarito
skeleton. The timber of the windlass
is old and partly rotten. hut is none
the less interesting. and it oives s
good idea of the mechanical skill exer-
cised ‘by the men who took part in
the whaling operations at Akaroa many
years ago.
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j A small whale, measuring 18ft 3in,
in length, was found lpartmlif; stranded |
on the flats near Teddington yesterday.

)
|
|
J It was alive when discoverd, but was |
1 harpooned and towed to Lyttelton. |
| Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the Christ- [
| | church Museum, was communicated |

with, and he had the whale trucked |

through to Christchurch and taken to |
'| the Museum. |
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(WRITTEN FOR “ THIE PRESS.”)
On Friday morning, Mrv J. E. Daven-
yort, the well-known importer ot prize

ock. informed me by telephone that

sneth, was stranded on the mud flats
| at Allandale, in Lyttelton Harbour,

;;1 bottle-nosed l‘x'hitlf‘, twwe lJi\' foet in
|
|

T e —

and was then alive. As the term
le-nose might mean anything from
lackfich to a rarer Ziphicid, I de-
| cided to inspect the animal, and in case
it proved to be worth the winning, I
tm)k '.\i'th me Mr E. J. Haynes, the
i

l' rom - Lyttelton we prageeded by
motor-launch towards Allandale, but on
nearing the entrance of the Bay, it be-
came evident that the launch wouald
not serve us much further, and we soon
grounded, the dinghy was next put in-

S

TN . :
avout a quarter of a mile -along the
rocky shotfe. Thus far we had failed |

to service, but as the tide was low woe |
steered for the roeks, skirting the very |
o1 < s g pAE |
extensive mud flats, and walked for |
:

1o seo any trace of the whale. hant from I
here noticed peocp le m ovinz about on |

REE A F
cvite opposite shore, and so concluded

-

1 L g it
tnav 1t was there ocur quaryy lay. %o
continue round by the shore meant §
~ v 38 I 3 ' i L %

pernaps .a 1111‘1?*{“' walk of thres miles, |

while the distancs across the flat was |
| less than a SIXEh {hat dastance The §

J < L8 v 1
\l‘hi““‘ route meant a ione ciréuitous |




r nasty rocks, the latter a

! 1‘:) Ly y
| P - 1 . s - el i
| (111'C01 '1'-,'{}}:\' over Inm ]!’i II:'L_' nature Of {
i 3 . 1 o L . ! . - rFewyr =
il which we f[i Nol I\"‘ . INOoOWavel'. #s8
| RN Y B S0S yrrenf e :1? » alternative
1S 1104 o | preresa { ‘ 1ATIVE,
[T e ! x 1l o e BRI NN
e doffed our shoes and socks. and were

leased to find the mud much firmer
had anticipated ; heyond a few
iddden shells, we suffered
as we neared the group
boys we could make out the
\‘nl]“ which scemed to
ttle above the surface of the
Arriving on the scene we were
Ly Mr Davenport, and soon learned
1

i . N e - vhall 3

- t he was not whaolly r’i:-. nim ested
.' the earcase; in a few ays were it
| ] Ylai) A e ]

f wed 1o remthin on !hf‘ SRR Y §¢ and

| civen a favourable. or should we say.
'u?“'”\(:ll..’}}l\ breeze. J{fh (;u'}::r‘ of dead
_' whale would be v vted in t

;' is dwelline, and 1m- prospect was
[ n 1Iring ; his alternatives were the
’1':'-;1‘1:‘:1';1[ andg burial of the carcase. at
}

|

|

» direciion

y - - 1
some cost, hoth of {ime and money. or
4 : : i

the ¢ I

i
ance that T mizht econsider the
P A ? i
animal of 1;1}1:1-\11 value from a scien-
tifie ?,m“lt of view to undertake the ro.
moval, and find 2 home for the bones

i
|
§i g ¥ -

M the Musgeum

i1
JJ, .‘Lt. ‘:(!\:'.'i as { wWas near by ¢ 0034 X ‘Il I Saw
vae whale wag not s Lr)t{m—nm but. a
strap-toothed wha! ‘€, -a much rarer,
more intere SUNY, and more valuable
Sek ‘(;‘“m ind [ at onee "":“‘-f‘f] the de-
sirabihity of acqumiring 1. if rossible,
tide was by this time dead low
e could be 4one by way of re-
covery until the water rose, so we dis-
({m‘.‘.‘ !'fl our  hoatman by means of
‘ 1‘(1( f]'ll 2 I‘T 'ﬂ‘:{*‘:. tl a bov, more nsed to
g }% nan wo were, and gave
f (:u Lnt he was +o return with
|

)
Lllp r]‘ g
ing of the tide.  After plmtn—

}
““’ “T‘”“ the animal there seemed little

ii) tfr: 1 H
”’1’-‘[ the tide IrOsQo. hut Mr

Javenport Fave
tion. a}v wo t}(\(f e Illt | . i;"l Y. of ”{'-[‘”P”;
hiv huhznm;l ' }lu ! ".”“.I offer ol
chile s .-t .\nm and fork, and
‘”‘I““IH" of his fare we learnoed
.1171' iluihv detlails about the whale,
U owag Hli‘l seen about seven o'cloek in
I‘l' MOrNINg, and was then in difticul-
vesithe falling 1ide catiing off its ro
vrent to 1|_r-|"|,¢'. watler. 1} I micd flats
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seene, and when the ‘-.\'I'..'l'-- a-:!:i;-j}.. :
of him, and realised the predicames
i which 1t was placed, it roared like a
hull, but questioned a little closer on
this matter, my host gaid the noise was
movre like that of a sea-lion than an ox.
This was distinetly interesting. for
whales are said to be verv seldom
| known to m ake any sound. In its fury
{L() release 1tself. the whale lashed the
vater into foam, and in aits efforts
scoured mlt a deep hole in the mud,
| and the fact of it having sunk so deeply
accounted for the cireumstance that it
was not clearly visible unul nearly ap-
proached. At this timme the water was
 about twelve inches in hpih but 1t
 rapidly receded, leaving the unfortu-
nate animal in a pool of water, in
which it lived some considerable time,
and, im fact, died only a short while
| before we arrived on the scene, that is
| about noomn. Vith the destructive
faculty which some people strongly
possess, someone had freely stuck the
carcase with a knife, w ith the conse-
guence that when we first saw the
creature it was lying in a large pool of
biood and water. Some time before
our launch re-arrived, we were joined
by Dr. Duncan, of H.M.S. Pioneer
who was so interested in the beast,
that on hearing of our expedition he
walked the seven miles or so from Lyt-
telton, and we were pleased to be able
to give him a passage home; he, to-
cethor with Mr’ Sinclair, the owner of
the launch, renderved us veoman ser-
vice in hitchine the wl ale. As the
tide rose we \"eﬂ"o pleased to find that
the tlo floated; 1 hn} anticipated
‘ﬂ”‘.("'\\l‘t‘ for some of the ]n( el . POL
1\}"1"“\ and dolphins Hﬂ\ when shot.
L

et

Ihe lmmn towage was safely accom-
plished, and our proceedings greatly
'H 1{"-“\1{*'* HU]H!?H‘T,\‘ of flu-‘-‘ fishes Or
small sharks which accompanied us.
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A § I_.][f Iton the whale attracted larce
cowds to the wharf, and the operation
ol sl neinge the carcase into the 1‘;;ii'~.".'."._‘,"
i rrrelk wasa watehed with evident inter-
. The animal 1s ene of the so-called
. ;.lf;r--‘: whales. and 18 known as the
strap-toothed whale, on account of the
| two peculiar teeth which grow from the
' lower jaw and ciurve over the upper
aw. so that Lht mouth 1s almost pre-

| I\_'s‘?ff_f"f* i.:‘uits t‘-}'.t-.*.iir.','. At one time '(.-!:ir-
\ qtv - was reagarded as an ‘abnor-
| mmality, hut later it was discovered that
[ it is a feature of the species, and is
 comparable to the condition in the
fossil ~“1‘i‘-t\t)1‘1f-|i tizer:
[ Tha whale is a full-ecrown female, its
i leonoth heing 18ft 3un, its girth is eleven
foot, and its weight 1 ton 16 ewt. The
eve is very small. being only 12 inches
in lencoth, and the width of the tail
flukes 1s 4ft 1{";}-1 The colouration is
neculiar, the ivery or grey and black
being str: mfmf\' dignosed, and the
colours s;i:;'t:}‘:?}' defined.

An attemnt will be made to obtain
a cast of the animal, so that a correct
{ representation of its ontward form and
} (ﬁl(‘lll' may be preserved, a most desir-
~. hle H11!1" .i“f‘fn"f that no such obiect
15 m he fmmd any museum in Aus-
11.1 asia, nor 50 'i':u' as I am aware, else-
el “I the skele 1(\?1 \\]” ]m "]sn <o~
el while S o

into fl’l"l‘.h“
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Mr L R. Waite and the members of
his staff at the Museum are busy to-
dey making a plaster cast of the strap-
toothed whale which was “awll‘“d up on
the mud, flats at the head of ILiyttleton
Harbour last week, and which was
taken 0 the Museum wn Baturday. A
great deal of labour is entailed in the
work, which is being pushed through
with as much expedition as possible,
After the cast has been taken it will
be painted ‘and toned in order to re-
present the natural colour of the
whale’s skin. The cast will be a very
valuable addition to the collection of
New Zealand mammalia, and will re-
pay the trouble Mr Waite has gone to
gud be quite an adequate return for the
enterprise he has shown in rescuing the
specimen.  The work is not nearly
complete yet, and it will be some time
before the cast is made available to
visitors to the Museum.




A REMARKABLE WHALE,
S o e mn T L G
TAKEN TO CANTERBURY
MUSEUM.

A whale found stranded on the
flats between Allandale and Tedding-
ton, in Lyttelton Harbour, on March
22, and taken to Canterbu:ry Museum,
belongs to a remarkable species.
It is  popularly ecalled the strap-
toothed whale, on account of two
extraordinary teeth, one on each side
of the lower ‘aw. These teeth, in the
adult, are about nine inches long and
two inches and a half brozd, and as
they are thin and flat they have a very
strap-like appearance. They grow up-
wards out of the lower Jaw, slanting
slightly towards the head. and they
continne to grow until thevy form an
arch over the upper jaw, which appar-
ently is then locked to the lower one,
and cannot be opened to any extent
} whatever.

At one time it was believed that this
peculiarity was an abnormal condition.
but later on it was found that it was
a feature of the adult members of the
species, ‘which is known scientificallv as
Mesoplodon Layardi. In the New Zea-
land Room of the Museum there is a
complete skeleton of a strap-toothed |
whale, found near the Waipara River | -
in 1874, and in a case in one of the
recesses there is the skull of an old
whale, found on the Great Barrier Is-
land, with the teeth almost meeting | «
over the upper jaw. {

ne specimen found in ILyttelton | °
Harbour last week was in splendid con- | ¢
dition. It wag an immature female, |-
and the teeth were still wide apart, |
althonigh thev had made deen grooves |1
in the upper jaw. A bed was |
made for  the whale in the | |
grounel outside the Museum. After | ¢
much difficulty a gang of men haul- |
ed it off the trollv in which it was [
taken ' from the railway station, and
it wa¥ placed in the bed. There Mr
E. J. Haynes, the taxidermist. nnder \
the supervicion of Mr 1. R Waite,
curator of the Museum. will make a !
comnlaete plaster enst of +he hody, to | !
‘l", HT:I.t"-"l! {H fl'.p N{\\" f-’..-\;.]n]w? ;-:'::u_'l




'ha flesh will then bhe stmpped off, and |

tha sl ‘lt"f""'-' \'\‘:F! bo _11','5-'.;;1-\-,-.{! - P
enocimen. The whale is eichteen feet,
lone and weichs 1 fton 16cwt. The

larcest specimen of the genus known
s onlv 20 feet long, and the one cancht
1ast week, therefore. is representative.
T+ was found by Mr ¥H. Davenport.
who saw it first i~ shallow water at
shout 7 a.m. on ¥riday. He went ont
in a boat %o obsarve it. The whale

made a strenuovs fight to get out from

tha challows until #he tide receded and |

1aft it hich and dry: Tt expired at
ahant - noon. Mr  Davenpnrt  then
handed his discovery over to Mr Waite
for the Musenm.
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IS THE HEDGEHOG HARMFUL? |
—_— St .
QUEER ALLEGATIONS AASWERED. :.

The hedgehog has generally been |
recarded as a harimless, unoffending |
little creature, but, according to state- |
ments published, he has now been put |
upon his trial, charged with being a
most bloord-thirsty creature.

It is alleeod that at Riccarton, he
has heen attacking poultry and killing
chickens, sucking the blood out of the !
Jatter. and then, by way of a change |,
of dish, has been taking milk from cows
when they were lying in the paddocks. |

|
For the purpose of ascertaining whe- | :
ther the hedgehog is a much maligned | ¢
creature, or really is as black as|:
painted, a ‘‘Press” representative yes-!:
terday mterviewed Mr Edgar R. Waite, | 1
¥.1..S.. curator of the Museum, who is| ¢
an authority on animals. K
Mr Waite smiled at the statements |’
made. « There was, he said, a very old {
- legend e¢urrent in England that hedge- |
hogs were in the habit of milking cows. |
What really happened, however, was | |
somewhat different. The cow lay down, |

and the milk oozed out of the teats, !,
and so attracted the hedgehog, which |
sicked the milk up that fell on the |
ground. Hedgehogs, Mr Waite -ex- |,
plained, were armed with very shacp |
teeth, and if one attempted to take
an udder in its mouth 1t would hurt |
the cow, and, furthermere, a hedge-
hog could not suck a cow’s teat.

Asked whether the hedgehog had its
uses, Mr Waite said it was quite com-
mon at Home for people to put hedge-
hogs in their kitchens to kill cock-
roaches. They were insectivorous ani-
mals, and the order included shrews and
other small animals characterised by
small, sharp teeth. Hedgehogs were
not native to New Zealand, but had
been imvorted here, as so many other
Home mets and vermin had been.
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Mr Waite regarded the hedgehog ns}

quite imnocuous, but he was always |
open to learn that the animal might |
have changed its habits under new en-
vironment.

My M. Murphy, F.I.S., who was also
scen by “The Press’’ representative,
stated that he had had hedgehogs about
his garden for years, but he had not
missed any of his fowls. Of course, the
fowls were guarded by wire-netting. He
had always encouraged hedgehogs in his
garden, as he considered it was through
t+hem that he had cleared the garden of
Box snails. At any rate, the snails had
disappeared  since the  hedgehogs’
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: l)lL Cockayne, F.L.S., has been |
zelected by the Counci] of the Royal |
Society of London as one of fifteen |
crentlemen selected for election into the
gfﬂ-‘«‘lﬁ‘-'-,\‘ this vear. The fellowship of

the Royal Society is one of the highest
Onours conferred upon seientists in
any part of the world. At present

there ig only one other fellow of the
Society in New Zealand., Professor W.

Benham, of Dunedin. The follow-
Ug eminent Neow Zealand sclentiste
1ave held the honour ~The Rey. W.

olenso, iy Walter Buller, Sip Juliug
on Haast, Sir

M Jameg Hegtor, Captain
R Hutton and Professor i R
Pnrker. ]

| N
FRA» o Cockagne is the seventh |
LARB a¢ Present ip Australasia. |

'_'“5 Work has heen mostly in ecological |
‘otany ), New Zr-al:md.'anrl he ig rhnj'
|
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My Edgar R, ‘wmte F.LS
of the Canterhury "\lmaum, ]msleooned 8
a  cablegram from Professor David. g
F.R.S., of'bwdnpx offering him thel
position of bmzogl&t -in-charge on Maw- |
son’s ship, the Aurora, for a six weeks' | |
Cruige in the sa:yq\ntarctu~ waters. |
Such an oﬁerls.alnch compliment h);,
the Dominion, and it is hoped that Mr | !

‘)ltLS s%ﬂnces wil bf» ‘lvallablé !
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' the eruise was mainly to determine

SUBANTARCTIC BIOLOGY.

THE AURORA’S CRUISE.

Mr E. R. Waite, curator of the |
Christchurch Museum, has accepted
Professor David’s invitation to join
the Aurora's sub-Antarctic oceano-
graphic cruise, leaving Sydney on May

5th.  The nvitation was conveyed to
Mr Waite by Professor David, who gaid

that Dr. Mawson was most anxions
that he should accompany the ship as
biologist in eharge. :

Mr Waite states that the ohiect of |
the biological content of the sub-
Antarctic ocean, such nformation be-
ing of the highest imvortsee in con-
nection, among other shinegs, the food
of economic fishes. The animals are to
be secured with various annaratus de-
signed for their capture. Numercus ¢b-
servations, dealing with sunshine, tem-
peratures, currents, ete., will be ae-
cured, to afford data tfor collectine the |
information obtained. The sub-Antare- j
tic area includes the Aucklands, Camp-
bells, Antivodes, and: the Macquarries.
but Mr Waite does not anticinate that
the last-named grouvs will be touched.
as Dr Mawson has already establ'shed
a shore station there.

Mr Watte will vrobably leave next
Thursday for Svdnev.
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f SERIOUS DAMAGE TO THE

| ——

' United Press Association—By Electrie

Telegraph—Copyright.
SYDNEY, April 13.

The Antaretie ship Aurora has heen |

dJCl\G‘d Serious damage to her bot- |

tom, endangering her safety, has been

| disclosed. The damage was received

s when she was landing stores at Mac-

© ! quarie Island.

a | l

?,M/Q “LL2 élwanu
Kller 4ale

w@ by Pl
"S &"“l [ :7 2. @4

/v!"







THE AURORA.

e el e

SCIENTIFIC WORK IN SOUTHERN

United Press Associatien—By Electrio
Felegraph—Copyright,

SYDNEY, April 22. |

Dr. Mawson's Antaretic ship, the
Aurora, will sail early in May for a
six months’ cruise in the sub-Antarctic.
She \hlf';urr,\' out a series of soundings
in the unknown seas between Tasmania
and Auntarctica, and will study the cur-
vents and the drifts of icebergs. ;

Mr Edgar R. Waite, Curator of the !
Canterbury Museum, will accompany i
the vessel.

r
Mr E. BR. Waite, who 1is to' ac- |
sompany the expedition, told a ‘‘Press’ |
reporter yesterday that he had re- |
ceived no further news touching the i
expedition, and it was his intention to |
leave for Sydney on Thursday next to i
join the exnedition. Mr Haynes would
leave at the same time. i
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; AURORA IN DOCK.
_ o
RESULT OF STRFKING ROCK.

When the Antarctic exploration ship, carry-
ing Dr. Mawson’s expedition, bumped a sub-
merged rock off Macquarie Island on Decem-
ber 11 she sustained damage that very nearly
caused disaster. This was disclosed yester-
day on examination of the hull of the vessel
in dry dock at Cockatoo igland, where she is
to undergo a general overhaul.

[t was found that the keel of the old whaler!
had been torn away for about 15it aft from
the break of the poop, the huge timber hav-
ing been splintered to bits. Nearly all the
bottom timbers showed signs of rough usage.
On the port gide, just above the garboard
strake, the ship's bottom was severely grazed.
If the Aurora had been an iron ship she |
might have made no further progress south.
But she is built to withstand bumps, and
€o this are due her unimpaired seaworthiness
gnd safe return.
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WARRIMOO TWENTY HOURS
' LATE.

NO SIGNS OF THE MANCHESTER

The Union Company’s steamer Warrimoo, in
command of Captain Clift, arrived at Sydney
this morning from Wellington and other New
Zealand ports, and berthed at the company’s
wharf, Margaret-street, Darling Harbor,

Shortly . after leaving Wellington, at 5 p.m.
on Friday, the Warrimoo ran into a westerly
wind, which, increased the -following morning
to a south-westerly gale. It was accompanied
by high seas, and lasted until Monday night,
when the weather moderated, and westerly
winds and beam seas were encountered. The
southerly gale delayed the progress of the /
steamer, and she was twenty hours late on ar- ¢
rival this morning. During the height of the
gale the Warrimoo behaved splendidly, and ne
mishaps of any kind were reported.

On the voyage across a strict look out wag
kept for the missing dredge Manchester, which
is- now 25 days out from New Zealand to Syd-
| ney, but no signs were seen of her.
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ANTARCTIC RESEARCH.

—®
WORK OF THE AURORA.

——

PROGRAMME OF WINTER CRUISE

Dr. Mawson’'s exploring ship, Aurora, was
floated out of the Sutherland Dock yesterday
morning, and has been berthed under the big
crane at Cockatoo Island. About ten days will

| be octupied in fitting and adjusting the dredg-
1ng, trawling, and deep-sounding gear, after

which the Aurora will sail direct for the Sub-

- Antarctic to engage in the first of her winter
| scientific cruises.

Mr. Edgar R. Waite, who was for 13 years

| in the Australian Museum, Sydney, and for the

last six years has held the positlon of Director
U'f the Canterbury Museum in Christchureh,
N.Z., wil accompany the Aurora as biologist
lu charge of the dredging ang trawling opera-
tions. He is well known in scientific circles,
al‘ld has specialised in fishes. In 1908 he ac-
;‘]’mpaﬂie.d Mr. Farnell’s trawling expedition in
¢ Thetis ag zoologist, and since then he has
csrnducted much work of a similar character in
f\ew Zealand, and has visited all the outlying
Islands of New Zealand for biological inves-
tigations,
teflbr' E. I H&ynest taxidermist of the Can-
ury Museum, will accompany Mr, Waite,
Md assist him jin his work, and also in the

Drﬂpamtion of biological specimens requiring
Special handling.

|
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Both Mr. Waite and Mr. Haynes arrived in |
;&‘;_\winc*y by the sglteamer Warrimoo vesterday
| Morning.

The following plan of operations hag been
drawn up by Professor David, of Sydney, and
Professor Mason (president of the Australasian
Association for the Advancement of Science),
but, of course, is subject to alteration accord-
ing to the weather conditions, which may be
found to prevail. The Aurora will leave Syd-
ney about May 13, and proceed down the 140th
parallel to the Macquarie Islands, where there
should be good scope for interesting marine
investigations. The opportunity will be availed
j of to communicate with the five members of the
expedition residing on the island, and also to
supply them with some additional meteoro-
logical instruments, a request for which has
been received by wireless telegraph. Then the
Aurora will sail south and approach as closely
as possible to the edge of the winter ice—where
the sea has been frozen over. An easterly
course will then be made, and the Aurora will
probably call at the Auckland Islands, and then |
land Mr. Waite at the southern extremity of j:
New Zealand before returning to Melbourne.
This eruise will occupy a period of abeut six
weeks, and should be poductive of much valu-
able scientific data. The material and speci- '
mens collected on the trip will be brought to |
‘Sydney, and under Dr. Mawson’s directions will
bve distributed to various workers in the par-

ticular..branches -of researchu .. i tuaneis .
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too Island in dry dock, is being refitted for a!
" eruise of about six weeks in the sub-Antarc-
' tic. She may be able to leave dry dock in

placed nuues R PEL U AT oo v st e

HTEE AURORA.

PROJECTED CRUISE.

———

PROFESSOR DAVID TO GO.

———

: I
The Aurora, of Antarctic fame, is to embark}

"on a most important cruise early next month,|’

in the Antarctic again, and Professor David,
of Sydney. University, will be on bhoard.
The Aurora, which is at present at Cocka-

' about a week’s time. After a trial, which|

will last for about two days, if everything;
is working satisfactorily, she will start on|
her six weeks’ cruise. There will be on!
board, Professor David, Mr. Edgar Waite,
curator of the Canterbury Museum, Christ-
church, and formerly 2zoologist to the Aus-
tralian Museum, Sydney, who will have with
him a skilled taxidermist; also Captain J.
K. Davis, who already has had considerable
experience in work of testing currents. In
his hands will be the work of sounding and
taking the direction of ocean currents and
temperatures.

The Aurora, on leaving Sydney, will steer
S by W past the SE extremity of Tasmania,
and then will commence her series of sound-|
Ings and dredgings in that almost unknown
pari of the ocean, which extends from the
south- of Tasmania towards Antarctica. | {
Scientifically such work is likely to prove|
of intense value. It will go a long way ta ¢
E;g:‘gg or disproving the well-founded theory
of geocl)gg‘] America, at no very remote period
tarerio Sic time, was united by way of An-

Iﬂt}ra to Tasmania and Australia.
tn tglest possible that the Aurora will be able
son’s rmt(' communication with Dr. Maw-
- nD esent headquarters. She will carry
th Ynamo for wireless telegraphy work, on

© offchance that the sea will be open|'
enough, as regards ice, for her to penetrate
to these winter quarters. The Aurora will
probably bring back, amongst other details,|
some valuable information regarding ocean|
currents, the drift of icebergs, and the locality|

of the Royal Company Islands—if they c.\'i:-al:.f-.
[ 1
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| THE

= SUB-ANTARCTIC

: ISLANDS.

1] :

- | WINTER CRUISE OF THE
| AURORA.

‘| THE VESSEL AT LYTTEL-
: TON.

L

Afver an eight weeks' cruise in the
, | storm-swept Sub-Antarctic Ocean, the
1 { auxiliary barquentine Aurora arrived

. jav Lyttelton shortly after noon yester- R
'|day from the Macquarie Islands. “The ’
,  vessel called off Ctago Heads on Wad-

nesdav morning to land Mr Primmer,
! la member of Dr. Mawson's expedition,
and left again at 10 a.m. for Lyt-
telton. Her commander, Captain
John K. Davis, is no stranger
to Lyttelton, having been chief officer
and 14%er master of the:famous litty
Nimrod, sthe vessel which carried Sir
Ernest Shackleton and his party to ana
.| from the Antarctic. Captain Davis
s | ?;1‘011{:}1*@ the Aurora in through the
9 Heads, and was met a few minutes
- | later by the Harbour Board’s tug lLiyt-
telton. (}:11)t.ui11 5 2 i [, Crawford
boarded the Aurora and piloted her
into a berth at the Gladstone Pier,
where she was moored shortly before 1
D.11.

|
N
|
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“| In outward appearance the Aurora

| closely resembles the Nimrod and the
Terra Nova, although her internal ar-
rangements are somewhat different
Et’mm either of those ships. The Terra
| Nova is barque-rigged, while the
Aurora is, like the Nimred, a barquen-
tine, square-rigged on the foremast
and fore and aft,on the main and miz-
zen masts. While she bears signs of
a long and strenuous career in ice-
bound regions, the Aurora is in splen-
did order. She is a very compact little
vessel of 580 tons, and s a shorter
vessel than the Terra Nova, which is
764 tons. In every respect the Aurora
is a typical Dundee whaler, but numer-
ous deck erections, containing labora-
tories, <ark rooms, and scientists’
quarters, proclaim her as an Antarctic
exploration ship. Captain J. K. Davig
has the following officers with him :—
Chief officer, Mr F. D. Fletcher; sec-
ond, Mr P. Gray; third, Mr C. De la
Motte ; chief entrmecr Mr J. Gillies;
second, Mr H. Corner. The crew com.
prises a boatswain, gix able seamen,
three firemen, two stewards, and a
cook. With the exception of the mas-
ter and two men, the whole of the
' ship’s company are Australians.

It was rumoured that the reason of

the Aurora making for Liyttelton was |

due to being in a very lea.lw condi-
tion, but this was given an emphatic
denial by Captain Davis. He stated
that the Aurora was in tht, very best
of condition, in gpite of the rough
handling she had had during her ernise.

In common with all w ocden vessels, she |

took in a certain amount of w ater but
this was easily kept in hand by a daily
pumping out. The Aurora will remain
at Lyttelton for a day or two, and will
then proceed to Wellington and Mel-
bourne.

Mr Primmer arrived from Dunedin
by the first express last night, and in
company with Mr C. Eitel. who came
from Hobart in the \L‘)C‘["'II\] went on
11n Wellington bv that steamer.

[209 |







" lected to act as biologist in charge. |
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THE EXPEDITION'S
WORK.

MACQUARIE AND AUCKLAND
GROUPS,

INTERESTING SCIENTIFIC
RESULTS.
FRUITLESS SEARCH FOR
[SLANDS.

(By Epcar BB, Warre. F.1L.S.
Curator Canterbury Museum.)

(Published by special arrangement with
the Mawson Expedition.) |

Yesterday an old Dundee whaler,

the Aurora, entered Lyttelton Harbour,

thus completing a two months’ cruise |

in Eastern Sub-Antarctic waters., The
Aurora is the vessel secured by Dr.

| Mawson for service in the Antaretic,

whenece she will return in November
next for the purpose of bringing home

the party of the Australasian Antarctic |

Ixpedition under Dr. Mawson, Captain

J. K. Davis being in command. Instead |

of allowing the vessel to remain idle in
Australia during the winter months, 1t
was decided to conduct a cruise in the
Sub-Antarctic, and the writer was se-

With him was associated Mr R. Prim- |
' mer, representing the Gaumont Cine- |

matograph Company, and Mr Haynes, |
- | taxidermist, of the Canterbury Museum. |
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A SI.OW MALIL BO AT
F'he vessel left :‘é-.'.r}nt"\' on Mav 17th.
and after f'ai:iifl]‘,_’ at Port Kembla pPro-

ceoded south, when the visitors on board |

|  fo- - : : 1 L .
| aiscovered that the steaming qualities

| service the Australian Government paid

of the vessel were not extraordinary. |
| exXcepting in the matter of ;x_lr,“-]uw'.;';:
against a head wind we were making
about 2% knots per hour; a vessel pass-
ing at night signalled :w—-—“A_re you in
distress?”’ but, whether in irony  or
genuine concern, we did not know. This
message was rather hard wpon a maijl |
steamer, for we carried his Majesty’s
letters to \Id(‘quarle Island, for which

the sum of sevenpence.

LOOKING FOR ISLANDS.
When Bass Strait was safely wea-
thered a course was set for the 140th
meridian, our objective being reached
on May 27th. ©Omne of the objects of
the cruise was to ascertain if the re-
ported Royal Cempany Islands really |
exist. Captain Davis had previously |
sailed over the position shown on the
chart, but having since obtained further
data showing a somewhat different posi- |
tion, he very thoroughly explored the |
neighbourhood. For four days we zig- |
zaged over the position in tempestuous !
seas, and on June 4th headed for Mac- |
quarie Island. We had hoped against |
hope for weather sufficiently fine to on-i
able us to put the trawl over, but not |
a single sufficiently calm da_v tm'mn'vd

! us;: in fact, the whole tale of the cruise Ji

may be summed up 1n gales of wind and '
big seas, fully justifying the expression ;
“Roaring Forties and Shrieking Fif-

ties.”” On days when the sea was .somu-]
what less tumultuous, attempts were
made to ascertain the depth of thf-‘-!'
water by means of soundings, and some |
useful records were made. Consider- |
able property was lost, however, includ- ’
ine some drivers and f-.]nI\(qu, dashed off

by the waves before the apparatus ¢ onld
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be lowered beneath their mfluence, and
2000 feet of sounding wire also \vn‘n_t to
the bottom in an nnorthodox manner.
The fiercest gale of the eruise Was ex-
perienced on June Tth. the day before
we effected a landing on

Island,
MACQUARIE ISLAND.

Here we found the five men consti-
| tuting the islantd party and two men
engaged ander Mr Hateh, well and
comftortable. The Maequarie Island
station is under the charge of Mr G. F.
Ainsworth, whose special provinee  is
that of meteorology, and some of his
work 18 dome In connection with the
wireless station, for he supplies in-
tormation daily, sent to the Govern-
ment -meteorologists at Melbourne,
Wellington, and Hobart: Mr A, .J.
Sawyer, wireless operator, says that the
station is a magnificent success, and
works quite smoothly. He is in fre-
quent communication with the Govern-
ment station at Suva, Fiji, Fremantle.
and H.M.S. Drake, the Australian
flagship. and all ships sending messages
Cin Australasian  waters. Official mes-
sages are received from and sent to
the Hote] Australia station in Sydney,
while the messages forwarded from the
News Agency station at Pennant Hills,
New South Wales, are received in the
ordinary course of transmission. These
latter items form the ‘‘Macquarie (s-
land Daily News,”” which is read with
oreat interest by the sojournmers. The
ship’s company also learned of foreign
events which had transpired since leav-
ing port. The ever constant gales
sometimes interfere with the installi-
tion and the excessive dampness with
the instruments, so that Mr Charles A.
Sandell, the eongineer, ¢njoys no sine-
cure The aerials have been blown
down twice. and the severe frosts freeze 4

Macquarie

B P i A i S i
R —

the water used in connection with the
petrol engine. Great trouble was ex-
perienced 1n obtaining solid toundatiors

he peaty and

| for the plant, owing {o {
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pPorons Hatiire of ‘:;H' _‘_”:!' r‘-vh‘_

Poraus M : oper-
a ur_ refleves that his HeSSAoes are
received at the pase in  Antare-
tica, but  owing “to ‘the unfortunate

damage to  nart  of the appa-
ratus i there, the onerator at  the
base is unable to transmit mes-
gsages to Macouarie Island. Messrs
Harold Hamilton and lLeslie B. Blake
are the mnaturalists of the party, the
former being the biologist and My

. Blake acting as geologist and surveyvor,

THE SEA ELEPHANTS,

Un landing through the surt one’s
attentlon 1s soon attracted by the seu
elephants, which among the seals of the
Southern Ocean rnay be likened to the
walrusses of northern seas. It has
been recently stated that the sea ele-
phant is on the verge of extinction,
but I amn pleased to be able to say that
though I did not get more than a mile
il%ta.nt In anv (ino( tion tfrom the hut
of the party at North-east Bay, T mmust
have seen hundreds of the ammalx; the
tact is that the creatures are so pon-
derous, and their blubber so thick and
heavy, that it is not possible to carry
wuch at once, consequently the mean
engaged in the industry have to relv
npon the animals which come ashore
11 the immediate vicinity of the di-
gesters. A statement of the length of

£

the animal gives no adequate idea o

its size, thouech I think that in this

respect there has been considerable ex-
aggeration. | have read that the ses

' elephant attains a length of 30 feet,
' but the sealers place the maximum at

26 feet. and it must be noted that this

includes the hinder flippers. which ex-
| tend conswderably beyond the  body.

' The largest anima! I measured totalled

17 feet in length and 13 feet in girih.
They are encountered on the beaches.
in the tussocks, or in pools among the
rocks, ‘but only a few individnals were
seen swimming in the sea, though it
is here that their food is obtained, and
one realises what an enormous quan-
‘[il}' miuist be r*cplirt_"-{l to 5:1_1'!)}'1])‘ the
demands of suelh a leolony of large
animals. Mr Hamilton in engaged 0







.Ti\jﬂii";iiill,; the lood gquestion of
seals, and iformed me that he find
the <'Iliil.l"-"b'-.~-iii.'\ enter largely into the
composition of thewr jood. T feel ad
itberty to mention this, for later. at the
Auckland Islands, 1 discovered that
the sea lions there were also feedin:
L porn cuttles, a matter 1 will later r.';‘
fer to.
FOND OF FIGHTING.

The bull elephants, when fully adui
are much larger than the cows., and
they ave so scarred and disfignred witii
fighting that it wonld be impossible to
obtain what might be termed a per-
fect specimen. In selecting an animal
for .the Canterbury Muscum, several
factors had to be considered: the firss
was accessibilityv, and I may mention
that four men were employed in carre-
ing the skin of the animal securad
from the tussoceks to the whale boat,
the skull and limb-bones were of course
included. Operations had to be carried
on rapidly, for the captain was anxiovs
lest a change of wind should preveitt
the boat getting back to the ship. One
naturally wanted teo obtain as large a
specimen as convenient, and at the
same time secuire one as little dishgure:d
as possible. It would seem that com-
hativeness is first developed as playful-
vess, the yonng one thus acquiring

praciice for their fierce battles
of iater life. This ighting

propensity is so common that it may
be witnessed anywhere, both on land
and in the water. The bulls thus en-
caged approach each other, and, being
immensely heavy and ponderous, the
combat is somewhat slow but very
earnest. A bull will raise itself so that
more than half its body is erected from
the ground, and then, backed by a ten
or more in weight, lunge itself for-
ward, striking its opponent with teeth
exposed. It is then its rival’s turn,
and so the fight goes on., with the ac-
companiment ef loud bellowings and
gruntings, until one of the combatants
has had sufficient for the time being.
One sees long. gaping, bleeding woungds

: : z e | 213 1+
in their sides or great SCATS, i‘]j" 1esSUITs







0l pPrevions confliets sy O the Jdamagcae
iy be mnch more serious. [ saw
:-.t'\l'l':li .'tit;l'.l.:li.‘. 'q\'it}' ?Hli one ave, .'llq-'f
f i"f{ flh'“ht'cf Lo 1';1({ lih‘ .~-'l‘tt‘l‘il'!'__-f- 1';{
One poor brute, the 1‘_\'!'11"“& ‘m“nr'Lﬂ of
which was a festering cavity. Anothor
bull. and a moderately young one, 100,
had lost the greater part of i1ts lower
jaw, while T saw one with nearly the
whole of one paddle torn off.

THE ANIMAL'S WAY®S.

The sea elephant is most tolerant of
the presence of man, evincing little in-
terest in him until he begins to make
himself a nuisance, when, by throwing
sticks or stones, it may be roused, but
it takes quite a lot of forcible per-
stasion before it can be driven into the
water. The voung animals are more
interested, and trv to warn off the in-
truder by aggressive tactics, which,
however, seldom amount to more thao
an excessive opening of the mouth
with spasmodic barkings developed
from the throat alone, in which neitherp
jaws nor tongue take part. So un-
educated are these anumals that when
a stone is thrown an attempt 1s made
to catehr it after it has struck the body,
it apparently not being realised that
the man aund not the stone 1s the real
AgOTessor,

One may sometitfes fall in with 20
or 30 individuals asleep in a buinch,
and there is small difficulty in ap-
proaching so nearly as to awaken one
with a hearty slap on the side. Con-
sternation is the word besty fitted to
denote the mental attitude of the ani-
mal, followed by the open mouth as de-
seribed. 1t is safe enough to th in
front of the elephant as with a horse,
but dangerous to go to the rear, for
it is surprising in such an unwieldy
animal how rapidly it can turn on its
own axis. Throwing its weight for-
ward it balances its body on the
paddles, and a stroke from the up-







Wited flippers, unintentional though it
ey :‘I:“ w o tel ;!1--1.51.1":41_“-. !;:rnl one
nto a puddle among the tussoe ke, 14
DOt on to the back of another olephant
In colour the bulls are dark grey. The
rows are much paler, while the- voung
snes are very light. Owing to stainine
imfluences, such as peat and th('.:i\'i!l:
m-;lw(?t_-d, all shades of red and ln.‘..'m-;
are met with. - The expression of the
animals 18 rather sad, perhaps due to
the large round eves, which. i.1 e,
Ymme dldhl\ recall those of o pug (_l(}_’-_g'.
Yhe hind limbs or flippers have no for.
ward movement, so that the creature
is ill-fitted for })li)i'lf.\‘a!(}ﬂ on land; it
i1s indeed almost painful to see a large
amimal floundering among the rocks
in the surf and seaweed in its efforts
to reach the sea, where it is perfectly
2t home, and as rapid and graceful in
1ts motions as it is lumbering and slow
»n land.
1THE PENGUINS.

The penguins are the next to claim
the attention of the naturalist. Of the
species which frequent the Macquarie
Islands only two were in evidence at
the time of our visit: the Rock Hop-
per, seen at North-cast Bay. and the
King Penguin, at Lusitania Bay, Only
small parties of the former were met
with, but the regular rookeries of the
Ring Penguins were peopled with both
old and young birds. The latter were
crowded together, and covered largce
wreas, making quite a feature of the
il*lds('a])v im,v are, at this season,
slmost as large as the parent birds, bug
being - vntm-l}_\ coverad with coffee-
coloured down, present a striking con-
trast to the vegetation around. Neot,
nowever, that they live among the tus-
‘soeks, for their rookeries, - inhabited
by generations upon generations .r
birds, are entirely bare. either of vege-.
@tion or soil. the tf'numl being w xu
down by the birds and the water con-
stantly flowing over it, to the rock,
which consists of small though rough

stones, over which the birds, both
young and old, stumble in guite awk-
ward fashion. The voung birds, form-







ng almost A solid body, seem to Mov e
about but little, w hun.la the olds birds
!H'!l‘l'h (lul) 10 1n Lt'( lles mlwl or \Ilid“P[
to and from the w ater, along the beach
or throuch the {HS*-H(]\\\ They are
Epotlessly clean, whereas the down of
the young birds, especially around the
legs, is defiled with mud., j)l(?(lll(ing 3,
he dm;_;ulu{ appearance. The 1 arge pet-
rels. commeonly known as .\(llun, are in
constant attendance on the -rookeries,
and I often found them tearing vmmu
penguins to pieces, but I am m"'ne'l
to think they do not actually kill the
hirds, but merely feed upon such as
may die and among the thousands of
young birds the mortality must be
‘nn.S"d(' able.. In the Antarectic regions
the majority of Nellies are whit e but
n temperate regions all are dark. We
tound but a small proportion m the
birds at the »rid({}liaht‘ Is'ands to be
white, Skua gulls or sea hawks were
extremely plonuful and could always
be found at the carcases  of the sea
elephants killed by the sealers.
NEW ZEALAND BIRDS.

Wekas, or Maori hens, impor ted from
New Zecaland many years aq g, * have
multiplied to such an extent as to be
in  evidence everywhere along the
beaches, and equally unmindful of the
presence of man as in  their original
ihome. Mar were knocked over by our
party witl  sticks.  They are, very
small. what one m'"hr call “weedy,’
and dark in colour. The hlack-backed,
Ji‘d mmkprm gulls are identical with
those of New Zeal land. T have referred
to t‘u, constant winds which generally
blow from the west, such being the pre-
vailing « direction in Sub-Antarctica.
Snow fell almost daily during our stay
on the island, and remained on the
halls, “while we experienced frosts at
nr;:ht, which coated the pools of water
with thin sheety of ice.

&.







..l\” TEE A1} CEKLAND ISLANDS
.”l. i.,”._l from %i:::-«i-;:u‘::- Island
on  June 295 brineino with s a

bullky 111a1] fronx h
- 1 Arom the geven men left Ol

-'_n-_:.-:!;nlf_i, ".f'::w".i;'-:_ O Our mpart « }
o Loy EHH"" 3 We o~ \_I Pl L SUch
- L ol Wi SO0 L STFAT ¢ LO !"1‘[}1.‘ o
e more or ! X g

. S WoOrn-out carmaoents
which the younyg fellows w s'-r--' = 5 vo
While off the 1sland we ] oo ””""“.

enced. oue day of more favour ml
Eil,-\'!'- 5&-.‘\ PR A ' y . . < e wen.
s vHat We nad go far, so W <le-<'i1i{\fi
Lo put down the trawl. Wa sounded in
1 5 i

10 fathoms but drifte

50 rapidly in
‘hup ‘r‘-',-tLtI i.l..!l the !..?',:.-_'~,\‘.},x)ﬂhifji‘\ 15

eacn bottom at 200 fathom.:, and as
l‘ll‘ depth was incre 1ng at the same
‘.T!u .1?14! “lw 5Ea !l‘n!‘t O an ului'.m-
ing extent, we had to haul the trawl ;
quickly as possible. During thig mwr a-
tton one of the sailors got his foot
canght in a loop of the steel wire. and
was unfortunately unable to work dur-
ing the remainder of the cruise. The
heavy weather continued diring our
passage to the Auckland l%lmris and
severa] small and interesting fishes
were washed np on deck. When south
of Adams Islands a hawk came off the
land and attempted to alight on the
rigzing, but the swaying motion w 'm;
o great to permit it to do so. We |
anchored 1n tie calm waters of Carn-

ley Harbour on June 24th. and all were |
lad of the rest afforded.

FAUNA OF THE AUCKLANDS.

As this was my third visit to the |
Aucklands, I was quite familiar with |
the animals and birds, and my visit to |
the Macquaries enabled me to appreci- |
ate the difference in the wvarying com- |
ponents of the fauna. The most casual
observer would notice the striking dis- |
tinction between the sea elephant of |
Macquarie and the sea lion of the |
Auckland Islands. The former is much
larger, has no external ears, and is in-
capable of moving the hind limbs

not

Qe
s,

-l

I
|
|
1
f
|

O ﬁJ])]}H.. out of the general |
direction of the hody : 1T IS |
consequently greatly restricted in 1ts |
motions on land. The sea hon, of .i

which the cow is sometimes called the |

sen bear, can bring the hind limbs be- |
neath the body in a forward direction, |
and can thus move more like an ordin- |
ary quadruped, and at such speed as to |
make one sure there 1S ___r:;mr.’ I-"I'H--’.'l-’i ior

retreat before venturing too nNealr O 4
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openmny the mouth
intruder. but the
will rush at a man 1n guite an
fashion. In one part of the
chanced across some partially digested
food which a lion had found con-
vement to return: it consisted fl!'l'!](\l\v
the remains of Jllll't‘ {ishes,
heaks, which are the only hard
tions, being thcugh quite
Associated with the food was
pebbles, which were evidently
fowed to aid digestion, much
manner of birds. | may mention that
che stomach of the sea elephant which
we obtained at the Macquarie fslands,
«m.mirwd no food, but several nounds’
weight of small \.,hnnnl' and. as Ltlu*ulv
mentioned, Mr Hamilton finds that
these animals also feed upon cuttle
fishes., a somewhai significant fact.

The sea birds of the Aucklands are
for the most part stmilar to those found
around the Macquaries, but the shags
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are very distinct, those of the latter
naving a beautitul mass of yellow car-
huncles at the base of the beak. The
dlightless duck is entirely confined to
(ln%? of the islands 1in the Auckland
oo but three years ago examples

were <-au_9;hi.. and placed on Kapiti Is-

land, near the coast of New Zealand.
These birds live among the kelp, and
as this 1s comnstantly moving, owing to
the motion of the sea, fhey are then
difficult to find, but are noticeable
enough when sitting in pairs on the
rocks. They ean fly a few yards, but

seem to make such use of their wings
only during the breeding season, their
nests being made twelve feet or so
above the level of the water.

The Auckland Islands are much richer
i land birds, the tui, a robin, snipe,
pipit, and hell-bird occurring there.
Introduced birds are also common, the
hlackbird, thrush, white-eye or blight-
bird, redpolls, and others being com-
mon. Visiting Camp Cove, we noted
ovidences of the former occupation by

swal- !
atter the !

the members of the expedition carried







!uul by the Philosophical Institute of
{ Canterbury, the framework of the pho-
lographic = dark-rocem  still standine.
For 1{.‘1{- purposes of a fish-tiap we bor-
rowed some wire-netting from the en-
| closure in which we had cooped some
| shags. and within which two eggs were
{ laid.
PORT ROSS.

We made successful use of the small |
lkh_'.-_u!;_{u in Carnley Harbour, and visited
| several of the islands, while Captain
| Davis inspected the foed depots and
| boats established for the use of unfor-
' tunate castaways. We next steamed
away for Port Ross, where, on my pre-
vious visit, Captain Bollons, master of
the New Zealand Government steamer

Hinemoa, picked up the survivors of
the barque Dundonald, after they had
twice rowed from Disappointment Island
on the west side of the island in the
frail crafts of their own construction,
one of which is now exhibited in the
Canterbury Museum. The hardships
of these men and their subsequent
' rescue 1g an historic event which will
| still be green in the memory of our
| readers.  Occasion was taken to visit
| 4 I ; 4 Al

| the little cemetery of five graves, From
' here we made excursions to various
| places for the purpose of securing
| specimens, put down the extémporised
fish-trap, which vielded some interesting
specimens, ahd by means of the motor
launch went further afield to such placeg
as Shoe and Rose Islands.

ENDERBY ISLAND.

! The Aurora herself anchored later off
Enderby Island. While pigs are found
on the main island, the only introduced
animals met with on the islets . are
goats, cattle, and rabbits. The latter
may be said to veritably swarm on
¥nderby Island, and here we availed
ourselves of the opportunity to obtain
a supply to provide the ships with fresh
flesh, the only food innceent of tin |
i we had since leaving the .-\11:_~t1'.<1]i;m!‘
| coast six weeks previously. Though we |
| saw thousands upon thousands of ml;-"
 bits, only two examples were encoun- |
| tered of thie yellow or buff colour of the i
| wild rabbit. Two or three black ones







were seen, all the others being suver-
erey, in some of which the white, while
in others the black, hairs prepon-
derated. Of the examples obtained,
two were interesting in having the irp
of the ears and the end of the tail buff
or vellow; In nll the head was the
| darkest colour, beaing nearly black in
some speclmens. _

Columnar basalt or Giants’ Causeway
| formation is admirably seen as the cliffs
|n'i' some of the islands, and especially so

| at Rose lsland, where the columns rise
i in an unbroken series to 80 feet or more
' in height, -the bases of these rocks are |
either continued seaward as 2 mosaic |

flooring or are weathered out into deep
\ caves into which the sea pounds, to be
, ~«ho't as spray high into the air. In

some ])la(‘oq notably at Shoe Island, the
v turf is riddled in all dnect;uns. with the
| burrows of various kinds of petrels.
This undermining allows the wind to
play beneath the tussocks, with the
result that they loose their rootings, and
in consequence large areas are laid bare,
possibly never to bo revegetated. ‘

On the 6th inst. the vessel’s head
was set northward, and on the 10th we ‘
stood off Port Chalmers, thence with ‘
wind, wave and tide favourable. and
with less regard to consumption of coal
| than heretofore, and with canvas set.
the good shin bowled along at the rate
of 8 knots, the best performance of the
i (& 111161'\

\
}
|

SPECIMENS FOR THE MUSEUM.
Mr Waite and his assistant
have secured valuabl: collectioas for the
Canterbury Museum, and the Cur‘atm‘
is pleased with his emlo(wnur.s in this
| direction, remarking that it is the finest
| series obtained for the © Museum for
many vears nast, and will serve to re-
| place existing spocimons. Some of them
| are {'-‘Il'til‘ﬁ‘]}-‘ new to the collection,
| notably the sea elephants, one specimen |
:untﬂmvrl being mnearly seventeen feet
| in. length. and weighing, when ali\'v,;
! considerably over a ton, !
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APTAIN DAVIS INTERV LEWED.

‘ fn!vr"'if'-we-{i on the worlk of
the  cruise,  Captain Davis stated
that, Judzaing from hig previ-
ous experience 10 these lati- |

ruaaes at 1hi,- time of the year, he was |

prepared for a good deal of lw"tc.'-l‘r.m‘c
weather, but had hoped for at least |
ome moderate davs, but even these |
were not rr)rth(nmlma, and +the way |
in which the little vessel weg- |
thered the many gales savs much
for the staunchness and sea-
worthiness of the old whaler.

Captain  Davis is of opinion that
the rext oruise, projected. for the
coming s ang, v ! be more successful.
ror reat) or conc v ons are likely to be

favourabl!» for m. rine work. more day-
ight and smoothur se: eing essential
for deep-ser work ir se latitudes.
Captain Davis say: mitely that the
Royal Company’ <\t do mot exist
where laid de ¢ ihe charts, but
mentions that ~ in tha relatively
clear weathey vintered off Mac-
guarie Island island was not seen

irom a distay i eight miles, so that it
18 still pessibi.  5at there may be land
in the vicinity. 7t is regrettable that
the very boistc 18 weather precluded
the possibility ot making soundings, for
such would proba’ iy have given md ca-
tions of shoaling 3ad land been in the

graphy. Moreo,er, daylight, such as it
is, 18 very short, while sunlight is vir-
tually absent, only two hours being re-
corded during the period of fourteen
days spent at the "Macquarie Island.
Mr Primmer felt bound to make an at-
tempt on sonie interesting subjects, hlﬁ
he much fears under-exposure Th[nl}"}l--

ouv.

{
|

neichbourhoeod. |
T 3 S 1
CINEMATOG ? . PHER DISAP- I
PO .' TED. '
Mr Prim: ¢+ tated unhesitatingly |
that he wa dlsm)pomtod at not |
being able o ‘e moving pictures of :
popular inte: the  light in the |
Southern Sew this period of the |
year, even In middle of the day,f
has practically value for cinemato- |
|
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| Although the Aurora’s cruise to the |

| sub-Antarctic - islands failed in one of
I" 1ts chief objects, extremely bad weather
}prm'vnting any soundings being made
! or trawling being done, the voyage was
| not vul.-irol\' fruitless, and when the

| seientific - results are. worked out may
Iprovv. to lld.VD been useful in several
i directions. The Christchurch Museum,
| as might have been expectod, rrom t.ne
i

prese. ce of Mr Waite on board, will
| benefit materially hy the cruise, the

 muse: n inciuding some fine specimens

|

jfuld“ ons to the ¢ llections in the |
|

of the sea oloplant The search tor
the Royal Company lslands, which have
| appeared on the charts for a number of
| years, proved that if they exist at all
| they are not in th~ j.sition in which

had previously satisfied himself that

1

|

|

| . .
ithey are charted. - As Captain Davis
1

| they were not where other charts placed |
them, the evidence against their m‘ua—i
| tence at all i tolerab! strong. A |
| striking feature of Mr W site’s narrative ‘
| 1s his account of the wirc ess station on |
}).-Izmcqunriv Island, by m( as of Wl}'r-hlr
| the little party connecte! with che |
Mawson expedition are xept in touch

with the big world outside the waste of |
angry seas that surround them. 'lt.j
seems not quite certain whether the |
messages are re-transmitted sue- |
cessfully to the expedition’s base |
' on  the Antarctic Continent. be- ;
cause by some accident no news can |
| be received from there. But if the |
1 xpedition gets its news, it will 1(‘]11‘\7(-;
\1. he monotony that makes the long Polar |

| } |
| winter a season to e dreaded.
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LyTTELTON has once again had the
honour of welcoming an Antarctic ex-
ploring shin. The Aurora, which en-

———— e

tered the port yesterday, brings us

no news of Dr Mawson and his com-
panions, who have not succeeded in

") sending messages by wireless to the
party on Macquarie Island and so are
isolated in their camp on the Antarctic
coast. But the stout little ship brings
with her a brave story of exploration
and research in the stormy southern
waters and among the sub-Antarctic
islands. Captain John K. Davis,” who
is in command of the Aurora, won
high distinction as° captain - of Sir

(
Ernest Shackleton’s vessel, the Nimrod, l
in 1909, when he made a.search for

R

;| some “‘islands’ that had been given
a place on the charts with doubtful
v{ authority. Fine seamanship and in-
domitable courage, displayed in a
voyage that teok the -Nimrod far
south during the early weeks of the
Antaretie winter, enabled him te prove
» | that the islands did net exist in the
; { positions attributed to them. Cap-
y| tain Davis has pursued the investiga-
[ | tion 1n the Aurora and has extended
his service to geographical science.
;| The chief interest of the Maecquarie
y | and Auckland Islands, which have been
y | visited by the ship. lies in the hirds
and sea mammals thas frequent them
and the expedition had with it a cap-
able observer in the person of Mr E.
R. Waite, the curator of. the local
Museum. The very interesting article
that Mr Waite contributes to eour
columns this morning provides a com-
prehensive survey of the scientific
studies that have been undertaken
, { among the sea-lions and penguins. It
is a foretaste of the tale of Antaretic
adventure that Dr Mawson may be ex-
pected to bring back with him next
year.
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! IMPORTANT AT...TER ATTONS IN
NEW ZEALAND GALLERY.

HANGING THE BIG WHALE CAST

Mr E. R. Waite, Curator of Canter-
bury Museum, and members of the
| Museum staff were busy yesterday tak.
ing up the floor of the cgallery of the

New Zealand room. The boards are

white pine, and they have been com- |
' pletely riddled by fho destructive borer.
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The timber 18 s1Mply a mass 01 8olu |
pulp, and there 18 hardly a hn';:,w:lll
throuch which a man could not thrust |
[hig f['.kt The ‘j()i:s‘[ﬁ have been ;_:1:-t.u(-!<-i
| ed in the same way, and the insect has
worked its way into the framowork
of the cases used for ('X)]ibi'fr’-:.) ']J(*;.'-;id(‘s
getting into the laths used for the |
lath and plaster walls. _ 1

The gallery which is rcached by a |
staircase from the New Zealand room,
contains specimens of the dominion’s
reptiles, fishes, invetebrates and geo-
logical collections. _’J.h(fsp have not
been arranged in sclentific sequence,
further than the geological collections
being placed on the western side of the
gallery' and the natural history collec-
tions on the eastern side. - On . the
northern side there are a number of
unarticulated moa bones and bones of
other extinct New Zealand birds. In
the work of renovation it will be neces-
sary to move several thousand speci-
mens. Thay will have to be treated
with great care, as they will have to he
returned to their proper places when
the work is finished.

An immense kauri hoard has hung
on the southern wall of the gallery for
many years. It has’'been taken down,
and yesterday Mr Waite was busy
superintending the work of placing in !
position the iron supports for the cast
of the tooth-strapped whale, which was
washed ashore at Allandale, in Lyttel-
ton Harbour, some months ago. The
cast will hang on the wall there, at the
head of the staircase. It is an ex- |
cellent position for the cast, which will
be a conspicuous ' object from the
ground floor of the room, as well as
from all parts of the gallery.

Mr E. J. Haynes, taxidermist at |
theL Museum, is now at work on the |
cast, with chisel and sand-paper,
| smoothing the surface and bringing
into proper prominence striking char-
acteristics of that speciés of whale,
sich as the peculiar strap-like tooth,
| erowing out of one jaw into the other. |

25 21







| W '-nn this has been completed the cast |
!'.\1:1 be painted black. It will then be |{
'Ht,m. for exhibition, and Mr Waite
i and his assistants will have to face
Iﬂlo task of hoisting 1t into }}(‘Jr_.,Ji,\m}- a
lvor that will require much ingenuity
| and patience. :
While repairs to the gallery are 1In
| hand., the New Zeoaland room, the
M mri house and the whale shed, con-
ainine  the Ul“fwh“ skeleton from
O‘i arito. will be olosed to the I’)I[‘}ll(\
Additions to the ~ollections in the
Vneonin this week include ecoos  of |
the King penguin, the :0ck~hopp(\r=

pen\um the royal penguin and the
“lacs ““"‘t” Isl and shag, e :”(wi{’d by |
Mr \ 1tﬂ when he was with the Aurora
i 2t cruise to che sub- Ant- .

arctic is!a.nds.
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The annual meeting of the North  Can-
terbury Motor Cvelists’ Club waa held last
nicht, the President, Mr R. English, in the
chair. Sevenrty members were present, 1t
was decided to rewister the club under the
"Unclagsified Societies Act” The annual
report stated that the membership totalled
| 141, thirty-two. new members having joined

U~ W

—

] gurmv the year, and five having resioned.

g * 1 . . . S
p j‘_h"-‘ balance to credit of assets over liabili-
4 188 was 59

1 59 11s. The report and balance-
3 | sheet were odopted. Officers were elected
r t a8 follow:—President, Mr R. English;
. | Yice-presidents;, Messrs T, R. Waite and P. |

H., Powell; treasurer. Mr K. Cordery: ocom-
7 | mittee, Measrs H, Suckling, C. L. Black, J.
L { Cade, 1., Montgomerv. R. P. Manning, A.
y | o Btevens, P. Mancfisld and A. E. Dendv:
sudilor, Mr IE. J. Richton: haen, solicitor.

Mr - Gireason. The medal given bv the Wil
gon-1"rogser Company. wns presented to NMr 1.
! Haworth, who established the time of 57sec |
for one mile | ) ss oanilinnl
L ==






Horaiiora Rapres: )

26. Mr. G. M. THOMSON (Dunedin North)
to ask the Minister of Marine, Whether he
will take the requisite steps to have a full
and illustrated catalogue of the fishes of
New Zealand prepared and printed ? [Note.
—The knowledge of this most important
group of the fauna of New Zealand is in a
very imperfect and scattered condition,
while the Dominion possesses in Mr. Wayte,
Curator of the Canterbury Museum, the
most competent ichthyologist in the South-
ern Hemisphere.]
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AUSTRALASIAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION
PART OF HOUSE (DR. DOUGLAS MAWSOMN)
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PROFESSOR T. W. E. DAVID

C.M.G.. F.R.S

“THE EXPEDITION'S WORK IN
ANTARCTICA."
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| Night, |
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MONDAY, MAY 13th,
1912.

In the Presence of

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,
LADY CHELMSFORD, @ SUITE.

His Excellency has kindly con:
sented to preside.

ALSO IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS }
EXCELLENCY THE ADMIRAL AND LADY
KING-HALL, HIS HONOUR THE CHIEF
JUSTICE AND LADY CULLEN, THE DIS-
TRICT NAVAL COMMANDANT AND MRS
BROWNLOW, THE PREMIER OF SOUTH
AUSTRALIA, THE HON. THE PREMIER
OF TASMANIA AND LADY LEWIS, THE
HON. THE MINISTER FOR WORKS AND
MRS. GRIFFITH, THE HON. THE CHIEF
SECRETARY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND
MRS. BICE, THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL
AND MRS. HALL, Etc, Etc
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