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A COLD CHRISIMAS DAY.

- NEW RECORD ESTABLISHED.
’ rs : T i ; --__.-h-—-—-—— .
- - MAXIMUM SHADE' READING, 63.8.
"-Oh.ris'tm'as Day of 1922 will be long remembered as the coolest on récord
“for the statisti~al period of 65 years, and probably since the foundation of
South Australia as a Bri*ish province, for the shade readina up to 3 p.m.,

at which hour it was taken in a pattering of rain. was only 60 deg. Later
in the -day, hewever, during a fairly fine interlude, it advanced slightly,

and attained a maximam of 63.8 about 6 p.m.
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| LONELY ISLAND. |

1%

.| Scientists in the Bight.

-————Ou—ﬂ

L]

‘ By a Member of the Party.
Members of the scientific expedition
1 which left Adelaide on January 3,
. | for the investigation of lonely Pearson
"I Island, in the Australian Bight, re-
.| turned by the steamer Wookata late
s| on Saturday evening. The party con-
sisted of Professor Wood Jones and
-| two daughters, Professors T. G. B. Os-
born and J. B. Cleland, and Messrs.

r{ Edgar R. Waite, D. Campbell, and E.
. |® Eldridge. Fine weather generally was

experienced, but strong winds occa-
sionally made conditions unpleasant. |
One day, when members returned to ||
camp they found the tents blown

- down and various belongings scattered ,
far and wide,

) The Pearson group, which consists of five
islands, was discovered, and named by
. | Fiinders, and since that time 1t has been
_|only occasionally visited. Geologically, 1t
consists almost ‘wholly of red granite, with
occasional tracts of limestone. The three
northernsisiands are virtually connected,

ut some more specific naming of the
several components seems to be called for.
The party pitched camp on the middle of |
the three northern islands where the oniy
available lapding exists. As, however, the
northern island provides the richest hunt-
ing ground, it became necessary to cross
-pthe tumultuous sea-swept gap which | |

divides them. To effect this, the pioneers %
of the party drove iron bars firmiy among !
the rocks to wihiah stout ropes were !
.| stretehed from dhore to shore. By this |
‘| means, each member successively crossed [~ '
and recrossed, but was subjected to severe 1
buffeting by the breakers. The necessary 1
,a&pl_l-amee had been kindly supplied by

pt. (iheorrge J ustice. up W il
pretty thoroughly explore valuable
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Among the Seals.

The hair seals were the first to demand
attention, for they greeted the new ar-
rivals in the whale boat at sea long before
the shore was reached. Afterwards they
were ever in close attention, and became
increasingly tolerant of the presence of
the party, members of which were careful
not .to molest them. By the time the
Wookata rea.;ilpeared on Friday, certain
of the seals had become so tame as to
allow themselves to be patted on the
snout, Maternal love was illustrated
in a striking manner as witnessed by two
members who sought to photograph a
cow seal and her young calf.  Ordinarily
a cow may be easily approached, but when
she has a young one by her side she be-
comes alarmed for the safety of her off-
spring. On the occasion mentioned, the
cow gradually led her baby from rock to
rock until she reached one not more than
a couple of feet from the water’s edge.
Entering the water she reached up and,
taking her calf by the neck, as does a cat
her kitten, she swam with it a hundred
yards seaward, and then let it go. It
swam by her side, but she tended it most
carefully, and asbisted it through the
heavy breakers right across the ay, a
swim of quite half an hour. There could
be no doubt that it was the little animal’s
first experience of the water.

A Pitiful Sight.

All the rocky a]&pes leading ' to the
water revealed a pitiful sight. They were

strewn with the remains of seals that had

been ruthlessly slaughtered by visiting
vandals, solely for their pelts, which, it
is understood, fétch 3/8 each, but how
any one could trouble to kill a
and skin a geal for  such slight return
passeth understanding. No fur seals were
seen, as these have %een killed off years
ago. One hair seal was required and shot,
in the cause of science for the following
burposes:—As a specimen for the Mu-
seum, determination of the body tem-
perature and the microscopic examination
of the blood, the nature and situation of
parasites both external and internal and
the exact position in the alimentary
Lcanal, of large pebbles, nearly always
found in Many interesting observa-

f photographs were obtained.

oun 3.
-':gifppq on the life habits and a good series

Bm !‘_“""h'wn"d = pt e N bed L T

k

t

b
b
la

B4







Rats and Wallabies. ,

The next animals in evidence were rats,
which are extremely numeroys all over
the islands. - They are bluish-grey in
colour and have short bodies and long
hair which gives them a ball-like and
flufly appearance when sitting. They
emerge from their retreats at night and

ided some physical+ exercise as the
dodged from rock to bush, and from bus
to rock. Very few, however, were caught
in the chase, but the traps provided as
many as were required for the purpose
of study. The boulders on the nurtuern-
most part of the group provide cover for
small rock wallabies which are peculiar
to the island and have, in conseqguence,
been named Macropus pearsoni. They
| are remarkably agile and very inquisitive
and doubtless wonder what strange crea-
ture has appeared among them. No bats
were seen, but bones of sheep con ed
a statement that these animals had been
put ashore at some previous date. '

Birds and Lizards.

The usual sea birds people the coast—
gulls, terms, shags, oyster catchers, and
 a few sea eagles, while little blue penguins
c{joon fron:l ti: he cllfiag]l:ni? of 1E;he‘f ro];:ks. Cir-
cling roun e est peak of the grou
(781 ft) were a pair ofp red-tailed tro iipz
irds.,  Flocks little parakeets fre-

crows watch e proceedings of th
arty with interest Eut at a _respectftﬁ
stance. Among the smaller birds, silver
eyes, thickheads, red-capped robins, and
swallows were commonly met with, but no.
| ntroduced species of birds was obtained.
S;ttmg ugln co? rocgs in the milc?s were mﬁn
gorgeously-coloure amoids,  which._
gﬁ;ﬁr t ::ilrd headafi:ga' most llt:dxcro?u
> d ran for cover when too
| closely admiced. Skinks and geckoes
abounded under stones or beneath 'ﬁue
cases of massacred seals. There is no
,,_ment wate:-l ?no:he isla.nda& . Con-
ly frogs do not exist, and it ma
ﬁ.&f’n{"’&mﬂw said that snakes are ‘al-i

Y .

eir chase over the granite slopes pro-

quented the vegetation on the slopes and |
A 3 y

~ The mention of water recalls the |
that sl water required had b |

oo Rpgiche.
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Fishes and Vegetable Life.

The high seas prevented much line
work, but seme rock fishes were taken
including brilliantly-coloured rod cod of
| several species, snook, sea carp, and others.
The most appreciated in the culinary de-

artment were large blue groper, _which
?ormed 'a much appreciated variation on
the “bully beef’”” menu. Some interest-
ing little fishes, presedved for further ex-
amination, were taken in rock
pools, . of which very few
workable  formations ~ were found.
Splendid collections of insects, spiders,
and other creatures were made but their
precise determinations could not be made
in the field, but it is probable that several
new species were taken. Fifty epecies
of flowering plants were collected, includ-
| ing a grass, probably introduced with the
sheep. A characteristic feature of the ve-

tation on the highest peaks of the is-
nds is the dense forest of sheoaks, the
|| ground beneath which is carpeted with
{ | mosses and ferns, doubtless most luxuriant
in the wet season. Saltmush clothes
| | several of the lower slopes. The colours
of the vegetation on the limestone ridg;:s
near to the sea excited much comment, the
silver-grey of the saltbush mingled with
the orange and reds of the pigface, the
deep maroon and sage green of the smaller
plants producing most harmonious ¢om-
ations. A small collection of seaweeds
was made, but the coast is unsuitable for
| much work on these interesting forms of
plant life. |

o+

Exciting Experiences.

" Of the many experiences that fell to
the lot of the party, that Which will be
| | most readily rerembered was provided by
| the closing scene. The Wookata was due

on deag;s mti"u;nmg, bu‘:E owing to big seas
erly blow, it really : tior

with those ashore if the party
- . Although stores we

FT AP ARCZET RO s WTS QA W4 ot R A RO

| comserved and tents were left stand.

4 WAoo

(69)






"I{aack the carriers again and again. Boxes
and packages of various kinds were Jviven
out of grasp, and had to be recaptured
| from the turbulent waters. Cameras and
'ecientific instruments received special con-
sideration, and were, for the most part,
landed in good condition, but clothing and
other trifles were generally saturated, The
ladies were carried shoulder high by
brawny Norsemen, but mere man had to
shift for himself. Arrived on board the
Wookata Capt. W, F. Lee and his officers
made every one as comfortable as possible,
Im:m'ded dry clothing, and generaily at-
ended to the welfare of their passengers.
The Pearson Island group enjoys the pro-
tection of the Legislature, being pro-
claimed an amimal sauctuary, but the
Minister of Industry was good enough to
issue a special permit for the spientific in-
vestigation of the islands. = Special men-
tion must be made of the generosity of Sir
George Murray, the Chief Justice, who
paid the transport charges of the entire
party, and thereby rendered the investiga.
tions possible. The collections will be
worked out by specialists in the various
branches of science represented, and the
resuiis will be published by the Royal So-
ciety of South Austrg.lia.
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.+ The naturalist of the School was Edgar Waite,
who from the Leeds Philcsonhical Hall went to
the Government Museum in Sydney, WNew South

“Wales. He made the originals of the wall dia-
grams of snakes which are in every s:hool in
Australia, for it is the practice to teach children
to distinguish between poinsonous and mnon-
poisonous, and what to do in case they are
bitten. In 1910 he went to New Zealand, and

..did important work in connection with fisheries,
and he is now curator of the Government
Museum 1in Adelaide; South  Australia. Edgar
Waite spends his:vacations-in-odd corners look-,
ing for natural history snecimens, and he can
live the Crusce life as well as any man in the
Antipodes. I went on one of these trips, and

- part of the time we camped in a bush-ranger’s
cave and lived prin-inally on scup which he
made from “tails of Wallabies. - It was strong
stuff. caih

A

We certainly had a good grounding in
rhysiology, and ought to have done beiter at
the examination, but there was generally some
awkward compulsory question. One was about
the jawbone, and it was funny to see the boys -
feeling their jaws and working them about so as
to be able to sketch the shape and action. Edgar -
Waite was the ““ ringer  that year, because he (64]
danled with skeletons and uncanny things. |
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VIOLATING A “SANCTUARY.”

Some of the spoils of the recent expedi- -
tion to Pearson Island are exhibited in
the ““Recent Acquisitions” case at the
1 | Musuem., North-terrace. The doings of
the party are illustrated by means of
{ | photographs which show the geology and

vegetation of the island group, also some
"l of the animal life. Seals are well de-
» | picted, scme of the pictures showing how
tame the animals became within the
course of a few days. Photc)ﬁa-phs of

l
| skeletons tell a two-fold tale. They illus-
\

trate the ruthless work of some law-
breaker, who, it is said, raided the island
and killed and took the pelts of 90 seals,
"| for which the sum of 3/6 each was ob-
3| tained. Yet Pearson [eland is an animal

sanctuary! The photographs also show
[ numbers of large pebbles swallowed hy
1| seals for some unexplained reason.
1| Actual stones removed from the carcases
are exhibited. Qne set of six stones
weigh three and a half pounds. The skulls
of a number of seals ave likewise exhibited,
They shew that the animals were glaugh-
‘tered by clubbing and by rifle or revolver

shots, . .

B S TR st TP EEEPS 20N

(7]




Hwwal Oulialy 4 Mo |
WM' e. G |
(Bridee M. o4










J have Ao oo oA




o Supporod b, Mt 7
Qek =" bottee fr Qoot. Sre,
















b
.5 ,
| & S-VM Calle A .4‘5" 020
Carpeclion wi Hovfulal [T 7.

oy mn 7/5614,4.2 79«%@

| w Frohes

| ’7 /gafﬂ'

Oed Te{»fLu A d o :

: Fr wp tome Latfls iu

| Sade pouw G wpilace
Hoze Gunt

THF &um




Mr. J. G. O. Tepper,
whose death was announced i this
column yesterday.

| before he died, in New . he gave

31{mrl will bless you, and that eventually
| we two kindn ed Apirits may meet on the
other sidz."” 790l

Mr. J. G. O yper, F.L.S,, died at h 9
ome at Na‘il‘ﬂ:n,l ( ) av. at the age
~ He came to South Australia in |

om {'}?1'n13.n.\'. He joined tha |

D s a sehool teacher,

for vears.

I o tural history
collectc fm Lhn A* m[r» \m«wun and
T'?‘(ml 1888 until hig retirement, on June
1911, he -was entomo ist at that
#tution, H rst devoted his atten-
tion ;r:'iﬂ.r—‘pa]l‘-' '. cet i fe, and sub-
sequently had « Te stion  Of |
coing, and was Viusenm Lhmﬁ.ﬂl Dur-
ing his 28 _\wr" gservica at the Museum
thousands of specimens passed through

| his hands. : s inte ed Nature |

study, s W or years | g
: | Society, the
md [}1: \*“T‘ )-
T]('!-I]li(_..'ll Soclety.

.cupied the pr?.ﬁldv.nnl hu*  the |
>ld Naturalists’ Socie He was made
low of the Linnean Society (1 )
was a Lifs Fellow of the & |
; . Letters, and Art, London, and
wWon the 1330 {al of that 1 ~L1iutmn with a
paper on “Flowers—IThen Tigin and
Tses.” He was a man of kindly dispo-
. and highly respected by all who
knew him, and he did much valuavie
soientific work. Tpon his retirzment
from the Museunm his colleagueg presencea
him with a Morris chair; and it ‘was hile
1991 ning comfortably in it that he pas=ed
» . Iis only attendant was his de-

voted rhuvhtt-t Mrs. Cowan. Mr. T
per had b2en very friendly with the late
Mr. Clement Wragge, the well-known
meteorologist, and in a lotter Mr. Wragge
sent ‘to him in \n»#!tld?!‘ ld»-{. a few days

_....__.-——_...,_._.—.___.._.._.._._-_.____,_..._ R

his friend some advics | to kKeep
young,  and oonciude by *:‘:_-.-in;_:. “I pray
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CAPTAIN COOK,

HONORED BY YORKSHIREMEN.

dhe April meetng of the Yorkefvire ' -
Society, held at the Grosvenor last night, ;
paid tiribute to the memorv of (apsain | ¢
Oook, who landed in Australia in that | 1
month. :

Professor Darnley Naylor (president of
the society) occupied the chair and was
supported by Sir Douglas Mawson, Dr. H.
Heaton, Professor E. Co aman Ph il nson,
Mrs. Darnley Naylor. Mr. K. R. Waite
(Director of the Museum).
«ir Douglas Mawson deliverr4 an address
on Cemtain Cook and exhibited the great
navigator’s loz. As Yorkshire people, they
were much interested, he sa'd, in Captan |
Cook, for hé was born at Whitby, The
8 told the story of Cantain. Cook’s
life and his rise from abscur ty to the com-
mand of the memorable astronomica) ex-
pedition to' Tahiti. He lo'tered after the
scientific work had heen compieted, and
his dallying in the Pacific led to b'g re
sults, for in his sailings he reached the
shores of New Sauth Wales a lithle south
of the s'te of Sydney, and entered Botany

y. “How was it,” Sr Douzlas avked,
“that Cook was so swcessful? It was a
good dea! because he c‘lqaa a north ecountry-

e — s o s (Vg
GRIP R @ v OO I EANOEBREEITEEENE S
L C D ™ INS A0 O e chOLA A s M. L

2| man,  He was ‘stoli and not easily ex-
31 cited, He Was aleo methoaaal, A nan
11 who had risen from the ranzs, he under
i &tcod men and alwavs saw the other man’s
. | PoInt of view, ook knew the imrortance
E of what are known to-day at vitarines, | o
and few of his meamen suffered from{ }
4 fcurvy,  He wmas recornised official’y by | p
" | official contemporury op aiom as the fore-| I,
5 | moat world exm'orer of anv ame’” t:
essor ‘eman  Philli'pson and Dr
1. Heaton sl delivered addresses, and | p
f| Madame Cdlow ana pupils provided alw
1} musica’ prowramm a
1 —e s B
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AXOLOTL TRANSFORMED TO FISH.

The glass case containing specimens of }
that interesting ‘form of aquatic life, the
axolotl of Mexico, kept in the Adelaide
Miseum, is attracting unusual attentior
Just. now. Two of*“the creatures = hav:
passed the lizard stage, and have becomc l

fish. 'They have lightcolored bodies,
 With pitikish gill§ 41id fins. 'The présence
| l of axolotl at both stages of their exisfence

is an interesting exhibit.

e —
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“AXOLOTL TRANSFORMED TO FISH.”

The Director of the Museum (Mr. FEdcar
R. Waite) writes:—Under the above head-
ing vou state that two of the livine Axo- | !
lotls at the Museum ‘“have, passed the
lizard stage and have become fish. They
have lizht-colored bodies, with minkish ¢il’s 1
"land fins. The nresence of axolot]! at both
stages of their existence is an

}

=

interesting exhibit.” Axolotlse are
‘Inever lizards and never  become
| fish. . They commence their active
]

existence as water-breathing vertebrates,
and in the larval stace breathe by «ills as
fishes do. During growth the gifls are
absorbed and lungs are develoned. when
the animals become air breathers. and live
mainly on land. No life stage is indicated
by the two light-colored specimens. They
are merelv white wvarieties. @ They were
always  without color and.. doubt'ess,
always will be. They are, moreover. the
progeny of the normal colored individuals
ghown in Lhe same aquarivm. and if they |-
ever emeree from the larval stage it may
naturally he sunposed +hat thev will do sn
later than their parents, which are atill
larvae, thangh camable of reproduction, All
the snecimens referred to have bheen ex-

hibited in the Museum for the past three
years. 4
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| Dimenstoms sre therefore “‘exnressel i¢las
| tively in the smame individnal.” = Tnteveste :g %

?‘,(‘k A S \ T A 1
THE FISHES OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

We have received a cony of “The Tehes
of South Austraiia,” by Mr. Edgar Re
\Waite, drector of the South Austmaliam
Mu=eum. The work forms one of the
comes of “Handbooks of the Flora and
Fauna of South Australia,” wsued by the
local branch of the British Science Guill,
an admirab'e series intended to oive Acs |
curate information regard g thé sudj2ctd
of which they treat. and thev are prepared:
gratuitous'y bv their authors. £ They ere °
prnted and pub'i-hed by the Btate Govein-
ment and ave sold at.a moderate i ce.
The present work, mhich contains a laige
rumber of well-executed dllustrations, iwill
be useful to students and others who ta’;%

an interest in the subject. Tt is pointed

out that fishes of the same species: “vir¥
‘greatly in size, even at the same anve.

ing information is @iven concerning, t'e
teeth. seales. and general structure of ,-fhy

e T

| tific and. technical < ations. .

varieties of fith dealt with. Other charae
B lmag Ry 18 Pl

Jike vertebratiz of South Australia ~are

described. and the numerous nlafes aés st
largely.in ?m,\wbrk of identification. Tha
interestt of the work is added to by t'§
e of common names as well as the sciens -
. A
3
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|leaves us free from th

|SOUTH AUSTRALIAN  FISHES.

A Fine Publication.

When is a fish not a fish? Answer—
When it is a jellyfish, or a cuttlefish, or‘a
crayfish (and the silverfish is barred for
obvious reasons). To be a true fish—as a
true statesman—one must have a back-
bone, and the invertebrates do not count.
As for the whale, it is a true mammal,

| which happens to have made its home in

the sea. These are some of the interesting

‘| points_to be gathered from a mew book,

“The Fishes of South Australia” (Govern-
ment Printer, Adelaide). It is one of the
very fine handbooks issued by the local
branch of the British Science Guild, Mr.
Black and Dr. Rogers having already

'| started on the flora, and Professor Wood

Jones on the mammals. . Mr. Edgar Waite
brought from New Zealand waters a wide

.| experience when he became director of the

Adelaide Museum, and with his local in-

| vestigations he is now well able to check

the little work hitherto done by prede-
cessors who (as he had to admit), “work-

| ing with few books of reference, and often

with insufficient training, arrived at hasty
| conclusions, and sometimes published in-
| correct determinations, and so burdened

the literature of the subject with terms
the elucidation of which demands much
patient research. . . . Of 14 species
of sea-horse listed by a previous writer, at
least six were found to be incorrectly de-
termined,” in addition to which five new
species and a new genus were revealed by
the latter enquiries. However, a catalogue
issued in 1921 was fairly up to date, and

| in particular was valuable for its illustra-
.| tions. By permission of the Public Library

Board, most of, these graphic pictures of
sea monsters appear in Mr. Waite’s book.

Shark Stories. -
- Of all the fishes, the shark somehow

‘| makes the chief appeal. It is the one

which, instead of being sought by man, has
a trick of seeking him. By a happy
chance, the South Australian coast is in-

ted by a philanthropic breed which
00 on the eastern coast, but the very

Imame can still bring a shudder, and g e

e tragedies so com-

[124]
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sight of a fin in the water will cause a
general stampede. Mr. Waite thinks that
the little ground shark, being quite fear-
less. and fond of shallow water, 18 respon-
| sible for most of the disasters, the larger
kinds, which get the usual blame, bein
less 1nclined to attack, and capable o
taking a large animal whole instead of
merely maiming. Hé thinks the ‘“‘gummy”
shark often appears on restaurant tables,
naturally under other names. In one of
his trawling . expeditions, elephant shark
wag served. “At the officers’ mess it was
pronounced to be good, but all that sup-
lied to the forecastle was thrown over-
oard, and the men complained to the
skipper that the cook was trying to feed
them on shark.” - The man-eating ‘“white-
| pointer,” running to 40 ft., is quite valu-
able, being worth up to £40 as ecrayfish
bait, and carrying, perhaps, 200 teeth,
triangular, and in great demand as orna-
| ments. Still, the shark: will always be
regarded-witﬁ much the same feeling as
the snake, and Mr. Waite feels bound to
protest against the cruelties often prac-
ticed—cutting off the tail, muzzling with
a stout piece of wood, or actual disem
bowelling before casting adrift alive; in
such ways do callous men seek to avenge
injuries committed by the race. Of course,
sharks take up only one section of this
book of 230 pages. The “introduced” fishes
have an interesting section, and clearly
have great possibilities as food. In some
of the lakes of New Zealand the brown_
trout multiplied to such an extent that
“tons were removed to relieve the conges-
tion.” Somewhat similar is the case with
the golden carp here, “I have seen hun-
dreds of thousands taken from the Murray
Virrigation drains and loaded into carts;
but Adelaide did not peceive a single fish,
most of them being railed to Melbourne,
where selling prices are higher than even
in Adelaide.” Of course _scientific
names” are given in this book. The name
| “Tommy Rough” would be unknown out-
| side Australia, but as Arripis Georgianus
it would be recognised all over the world;
thus the apparently pedantic practice be-
comes a necessity. Again, “a dozen diffe-
rent countries may goasess a Groper; and
all the fishes so called may be, and pro-
bably are, different.” 1In its wealth of
,tgcgmical detail, in its striking illustrations,
and_in being unexpectedly readable, the
Jbook is a success from every point of view. 1261
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: When the attention of the Minister of

Customs was drawn to the fact that large

numbers of Australian birds were being

| exported to the United States b{- the
a

AUSTRALIAN BIRDS.

o

Question of Export.

-———D—'—-—

Platypuses Prohibited.

——

SYDNEY, To-day.

steamer Easterner, he said he was having

{ an Advisory Board constituted to advis»
on the requests to be allowed to export.
| He added that no more permits to export

platyupses would be given. .

=
B
S







0. Judd. |
Word fues ' L G|

Laly we—Bbhace ‘?-:,

Tl 1o ﬂm Clacde |
Le W&wﬁ! b S8

Lae Mw@&’. (%(/“’ M'
40'74—6/) el Me *}Ze&m
Wald  wd e Zﬂo-(lrmu'g
Twanked . aeferrind b
- Rlovis Jmoh "

[43]

Waritray * Newbesltle & |




Reports of attempts to shoot the ﬁsh}
strengthenel the agitation for further
measures for his protection. Mr E. R.
Waite, Curator of the Canterbury Mu-
seum, Christchurch, was one of the sup-
L porters of this movement. Ie referred} «
to the matter at the conclusion of a lec- |{
tare on ‘“Whales,”” and, on the motion
of Mr J. C. Adams, the audience uni-| ¢
nimously resolved to urge the passing|n
of a brief Act protecting Pelorus Jack| (
by means of hedvier penalties “for the
tetin of his natural life.”

A it Steary sarevdise. tha fish |l 1

One of an admirable series of hande
books of the flora and fauna of 5
Aus, issued by the local branch of:
the British Science Guild, The au-
tho:, who is the Director of the Mu -
Seéum in Adelaide, has turned out a
Painstaking, comprehensive and Copie
ously illustrsted volume:,
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NEWS OF THE DAY.
PAN.PACIFIC SCIENCE CONGRESS..

The folowing delegates will renresent
Qouth Australia at the Pan-Pacific Science
Congrass, which will be opened in Mel-
bourne next Monday:Sir Douglas Maw-
son (Adelaide University), Mr. Edgar R.
Waite (Public Library, Museum, and Art

1
1
2
¢
C
: |
Gallery), Drs. R. H. Pulleine and R. 8.119
Rogers (Royal Society), Dr. Charles Fen- I
t

1

(

1

I
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ner (Kducation Department), Mr. L.
Keith Ward (Mines Department), and
Professor Perkins (Agricultural Depart-
ment).
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Zoo A ppointment

I AM pleased to learn that at the meeting
of the Royal Zoologieral Sarietv ' on

B il W

l Tuesday the appoint-
ment of Mr A. W.
Wilkie as Acting Di-
rector was conﬁrme:d.
No full Director is to
be appointed during
the lifetime of Mr W.

H. Dudley Le Souetf,
l during whose long ill-
1 ness the whole of the
work and its respon-
sibilities have de-
volved upon Mr
Wilkie. I am also
informed that when a
Director is to be

sought, the post will
not be “eut and

dried” for Mr A. Le |
Souef, of the Taronga .
Park Zoo, as was rumored. The vacancy

will be advertised.
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crowded, the official business being to ob-

PAN-PACIFIC SCIENCE
CONGRESS.

T

Jottings by a South Australian|

Delegate.

—— [ —

By Edgar R. Waite.
When the majority of the South Aus-

tralian delegates reached Melbourne on
Sunday morning, they found most of their

co-delegates already there, but scattered|.

in many parts of the city and suburbs.
The greater number of the overseas mem-
bers were being accommodated by promi-
nent Melbourne citizens, and delegates

from other Australian States were dis-
posed in various hotels. It was not, there-
fore, possible to count noses‘until Mon-
day, when the reception rooms were

tain congress badges, literature, pro-
grammes, and letters, many of the latter
proving to be invitations in bewildering
number. Here, too, one met old friends
and made new ones, and received and ex-
changed ' greetings from others who had
been unable to cross the seas. You were

introduced to a man from (say) California,
with whom you had corresponded for 20,
maybe, 30 years, "but had seen neither
hn:q nor his picture. Such a greeting may '
be imagined, but I cannot describe it; and '
this sort of thing was going on all over !
the room. Here a Japanese and an Eng- |
lishman were shaking hands in the manner
of the proverbial pump handle, and over'
there a Dutchman and an Australian
were doing likewise; and the talking! .Al]
were speaking English, but with many
strange accents, This meeting of old
new, friends is one of the most deligil.tfnl
phases of the congress.  Among those.
whom I knew well by name was Dr, C,

M. Fraser, of the Capadian Department !
of> Fisheries, and my first words wments

believe you have a Jriver of t
jpame over your way,”

vet|
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¥ Some of the Speakers. |2
k-| _ The meeting was officially opened on | &l
' Monday evening ‘when His Excellency thc.i"
li- | Governor-General was to have presided. | &
le| In his unavoidable and regrettable absence | .
jo the chair was taken by Sir Davl.d Masspn. :ﬂ
-, We were, however, fortunate in hearing ; !
ye| the Prime Minister (Mr. Bruce), who, injH
as| @ clear and well carrying voice, read the| 2
1e| address prepared by His Excellency. I'r,J
1e | 18 not my business to deal with what was
y- | said, but to give a few impressions of some
ce | Of the speakers. They were called upon
yn|in order, and although there was, of
th{ course, an individual personality in the
th| speakers, racial characteristics were aP-
e | parent. The British delegate (Sir Gerald
ly Lenox-Conyngham}_spoke deliberately and
he | in correct and studied English, in contrast

to the United States representative (Pro-
at| fessor H. E. Gregory), who, speaking with
ag|® shight American = accent, kept his
ho| audience alive with humorous sallies. He
in| seized upon a remark made by the Presi-
ge{ dent, and emphasized a definition of the
y,| word science, which is that “science
e, | teaches us how to do things.” Professor
h-| Gregory spoke without notes, and doubt-
es| less spoke the moxe forcibly therefor; but
ne|in_the matter of forcible delivery he was
1d | eclipsed by our own Sir Edeeworth David,
e.| Who seconded the vote of thanks proposed
1d| to His Excellency by Professor Gregory.
y,| France, the Dutch East Indies, Japan, and
in | other countries were also represented by
1d | Speakers on the platform, but it is only
h.| truth to say that Professor Sakurai, of
y,| Japan, received the greatest ovation of
er|all: When he rose he quietly put aside the
he| reading desk which others had used, and
1d | without a note gave an address which any
>p | Englishman might be proud of.

.1 X Business and Banter. M

I think every one feels and recognises f}
th the depth and seriousness of the varied
o | Pusiness to be discussed, and yet a good
n.|deal of banter is indulged in. = The e-
at|Ticans have had a pretty “dry” time of
h-{1t over the prohibition question, but I
th heargi one, by way of retaliation, point
, to his badgerer’s coat, where the official
: ,t.| badge (no joke intended!) was secured by
| ig|@ blue ribbon. I don’t think any one
to| Will attempt to play jokes on the little
i. |men from Japan; they are two dignified,
ie [too 1mmaculately dressed, and altogether
n.|tao polite to invite advances of that
a- |nature.  We were informed that Japan
id |8 represented at this congress by a
- (larger number of delegates than has ever| ﬁ‘?Z
se | before been sent to any similar meeting. ] ;
b '.-?"‘-!"I-.ﬂ! can quite believe it; we seem to
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The Story of Diplodoceus.

Here I learnt what is said to be the
true story of Diplodoceus, bone and draw-
ing of which some of our readers will
remember are in our Museum. It ap-
pears that in Pittsburg, the home of
Andrew Carnegie, an architect had
adorned the facade of a new building with
the carved representation of a gigantic
reptile evolved from his imagination, but
built upon the bones of enormous reptiles
then being discovered by Dr. Holland.
Pointing to the carving, Carnegie said to
Holland, “Get me that beast.” “But it
will cost a lot of money.” “T’ll give you
all the dollars needed,” said Carnegie. So
Holland got to work. He took out a gang
of men to some most extensive swamps,
and, after travelling for some days, pulled
up, and said to his righthand man, “That’s
where we’ll work.”  “But nobody’s ever
been there, and you can’t get there.”
Then said Holland, “That’s why we’ll
go.” 8o they went, and found and dis-
interred the bones of a reptile 84 ft. in
length, precisely that of the skeleton of
our Streaky Bay blue whale. This rep-
tile is mow known as Diplodoccus Car-
negiei.  To Holland’s perspicuity must
be added a brimful measure of good luclv;.l
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The death of Mr. Dudley le Souef oc-
eurred on Thursday at his residence at
the Zoological Gardens, Melbourne, of
which he was the director. Mr. Le
Souef, who was 66 years of age, had been
connected with the Vietorian Zoological
Gardens for more than 40 years. He suc-
ceeded his father, Mr. Albert A. C. le
Souef as director in 1902. Mr. Le Souef
was a recognised authority om wild aui-
mals, and it was through his efforts that
many rare specimens were secured for
Australia. He was a corresponding mem-
ber of the Zoological Society, London,
and also of the New York Zoological
Rociety, both bodies valuing his opinions
highly. Mr. Le Souef took a deep interest
in ornithology, and was an ex-president
of the council of the Royal Anustralasian
Ornithologists’ Union. He was also
a member of the British Ornithologists’
Union. He was the author of “Wild
Life in Australia,” and had collaborated
with Mr. A. H. Lucas in the publica-
tions, “The Animals of Australia” and
*“The Birds of Australia.” Mr. Le Souef

had  always protested against the wan-
ton destruction of native birds in Aus-

tralia, of which he had a wonderful col-

lection in captivity. Most of the animals
at the Zoological (Gardens knew him well
and looked eagerly for his coming. The
young' lion and tiger cubs were inva-
riably treated as pets by the director
until they grew too old for such treat-
ment. It will be remembered that some
time ago he was the vietim of a cowardly
assault as he was returning to the gar-
dens with the weekly wages for the staff.
.Jnst_ a8 he was entering the gate of his
house in the gardens two men Sprang

out at him. His assailants hit him on |

the head ‘with a sandbag, and leaving their

vietim unconscious decam with th
money (about £95). 'I\hre;edwere dtar?
Wwards apprehended and convicted, re-
celving a sentence of five years’ imprison-
J‘::ent m &oggi] ng apiece. The sentences
| Were subsequently red - : ]

 gings were rémitted, i&lced, .a,n_ 0 i.:].le- ﬂog-
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There was a time when Sydney prided itself on Art and Literature,
and sniffed at Melbourne and Adelaide; "but nowadays One Tree
Gully is peering through its hewildered whiskers at the Harbor
City. :

For writing this poem which “Truth” reprints from “Herrmes,” Mr.
Bert Birtles has been expelled from the Sydney University.

: BEAUTY.

. (To D.)

e Two lone glad doves are sighing on the reof,
g Sending in mournful notes past the stars

} A faint tremble of wailing joy; the wind

ls carolling, too—on his lute low crying
An infinite gladness, echoing round
The walls ... Lie still, dear, and rest awhile, o
i Contented, our longing now appeased, %
15 - Till we fail, like dreaming snowflakes, far AL
' - Inte a void of delightful sleep . . .
Like a gentle wind, | feel your breathing. _
. And a still joy murmuring, dovelike, through your blood
23 In satisfied desire . ... : :
' Oh, two hot stars

Leapt up in your mad clasp and kissed

The moon, now glowing past the window ledae

And blotted out my mind . ... And now, you warm,
Still thing, are beautful as any flower, o
Huddled snug to me ... How sweet you are! < e

AN A satisfying relaxation sleeps : T e
~ Upon your limbs, all beautifully white
As ivory, warm as its touch is cald, REH0 5
~ Beneath me, and the fragrant roses spill | Rk
& Their perfume from the E\r. Your moonlit hair ket
Is on the pillow .. .. Oh, move not, dearest. e Ve
Bk Unfold not your warm limbs about me; let s e
Me kiss your mouth, your eyes, your forehead, =
‘ - And your breasts ... oh, hold you ever in my arms,
.~ And passionately love your beauty not aloof s e
" Desrest, you are so glad, glad as those = o e RN
Y% Two birds, alaft, still sighing on the roof. s P

= —~—and the Silly Beast g
! The'w:ork in the verse, in its purity of what the &l,!_". i ig
called “Beauty,” cannot be challenged as a Spring 30,1_““%
‘University Noahs have whiskers on the brain. G ;m.-_
. It seems possible that the Old Folks At Home will yet o
‘the Psalms of David; and as for Bernard Shaw and his “
‘on the Repertory theatres; and John Masefield’s sea ballads; .
d Shakespeare’s Venus and Adonis—Tut! Tut!

and
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_ ODD GLOVES, gL

g, 1 i . ‘4

- Tne following incident occurred at theéy .
| - reccption Eenﬂe;‘ed; to members of the Pan-

- Pacific Science Congress, in Melbourne, bfy

Q\ the Governor-General, Lord Forster. Sir
(ra ~* Blankety Blank was entering the reception

room in company with a delegate from omne

comp tes, and the. latier.
discovered that his white gcloves

ing, his gloves in his hand. Sir Blankety

~ his Excellency with but a single glove, two

3
'tm..zh?r" ir accustomed place. He jokingly men-
‘ ~ tione  this mﬁmgﬁfﬁﬁaﬁm:wﬁ% WaS SArEYE
~ Blank immediately divided his pair, and,
g people only beng aware of the contrete 24

— g p——

4 usts tates, and the latter,
~on searching the pockets in his coat tails,
~ handing one glove to his friend, each greeted
~ The incident is worthy of heing more widely

~ ISTHIS A RECORD?
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BriTisu Science GuiLp (Soutn AusTRALIAN BRANCH)

ANNUAL REPORT,
L AGHP93R-19781 J 1111}

During the year .the .l*l_xe_cul;i\;q;(I,!mn_n,l,i.ttcg:‘ held its usual monthly
meetings and one special meeting. Two public lectures were delivered
under the auspices of the Guild.

The subjects of chief importance dealt with during the period under

review are referred to hereunder.

AUSTRALIAN NATURAL History HANDBOOKS. Very satisfactory progress
has been made with the preparation and' publieation of the Handbooks
under the direction of a Sub-Committee, which has allocated the duties
and responsibilities of its members as under: Chairman, Professor F.
Woed Jones; Treasurer, Dr. R. H. Pulleine; Editor, Mr. Edgar R. Waite;
Seeretary, Professor J. B. Cleland. A full list of the books to be issued
was given in a previous report. Many of the contributors are steadily
at work, and the MS. already in sight ensures an output, at least equal
to the opportunities for printing, for some time to come. “‘The Flora
of South Australia,’” Part I, by J. M. Black (Orchidaceae by Dr. R. S.
Rogers), was published during August, price three shillings. Part II, by
Mr. J. M. Black, is in the press, and will be issued during the present
calendar year. ‘‘The Mammals of South Australia,’”’ Part L, by
Frederick Wood Jones, D.Sc., was published in April, price four shillings.
It consists of 131 pages and 88 text figures specially drawn by the
author. Part Il is well in hand. ‘‘The Fishes of S.A.,"’ by Edgar R.
Waite, was published in May, price six shillings. It comprises 243
pages and 326 illustrations, most of which were produced from blocks
lent by the Board of the Public Library, Museum, and Art Gallery, to
which the thanks of the Guild are tendered. Two indexes are furnished,
one of Common Names, the other of Genera and Species.

Of the other books of the series, Professor W. Howehin is preparing
an introductory volume dealing with the evolution of life in the State from
the geological aspect; Dr. R. H. Pulleine is dealing with the Spiders;
Professor T. G. Osborn with the Eeology of the Flora; Professor J. B.
Cleland with the Larger Fungi; and Mr. A. M. Lea with the Beetles.
The remaining volumes by other coutributors will appear in due course.

The handbooks are being prepared gratuitously by the authors, and
are printed and published by the State Government. The inform’ation
regarding the Fauna and Flora of South Australia thus made available

should prove exceedingly helpful to students, especially
. s mts Y youthful ones.
It is hoped that the handbooks will serve to,encourage scientifie wor]:
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| Lectu_r'e : by Mr. Waite

- Mr. Edga.r R. Waxte F.L.S., C.M.Z.S.
(Director of the South Austmhan Mu-

on “Trawling and Deep-sea Fishing” to
at the Institute, North terrace. The

seum) will deliver a lecture this evemng .'
the members of the League of Empire,|

~ |public is invited. The lecture will be| -

based on his personal experiences de-
rived in the North Sea, New South|

br means of sail and stgam tra.mers

EESEARES =0 W P - —

'Wa.!es, New Zealand, and South Aus-|{
tralian waters. = The remarks will be|
illustrated by lq.nteru slides taken by| |
‘the lecturer, who will detail the methnd- :
of catching fish for wholesale . marketa

(214]
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AUSTRALIAN FISHING
GROUNDS.

DEEP SEA TRAWLING.

The necessity for a thorough explora-
tion of South Australian waters in search
of suitable fishing grounds was stressed
by Mr. Edgar R. Waite (Director of the
Museum) in an illusirated lecture delivered
by him under the auspices of the League
of the Empire at the Institute Building,
North- terrace, on Wednesday evening.
The Hon. D, J. Gordon presided.

Mr. Waite said the only way to learn
anything of the real work of the trawlers
was to go aboard one for a voyage. He
had had such experience, not only in the!
North Sea, but in New Zealand, South‘
Australian, and New South Wales waters.

The lantern slides showed the huge catehes
of fish made on these expeditions. The ]
machinery for making the ice necessary !
to keep the fish caught in good conditmn

wag carried aboard the trawler, and such

a plant frequently had a capacity of two

tons a day. There ‘was also a complete ‘
repair shop aboard, for the huge nets were t
often eeriously dama,ged owmg to fouling 1
obstructions on the ocean bed, such I
wrecks and rocks. The men of the North {
Sea fishing fleet were a hardy set of i
toilers, and the natiom was under an eter-- t

et a M O o oo

£

‘nal debt of gratitude to them for their | t

work on the mine-sweepers during the great @
war. (Applause.) The lecturer said it| il
was not generally realised that there was
a far greater variety of fish in Australian
than h waters. From an economic
point of view, however, they w not so
well off in Australia., as the flavor
and texture of the tropical or sub-tropical
fish were seldom equal to those of t.he fisn
in colder watere. Both sail and steam
trawlers were in use in the old world in
order to provide fish for the great whole-
sale markets. Mr. Waite was of the
opinion that the waters of South Austra:
lia should be explored much more fully
with a view to finding smitable fishing
grounds. He had accompanied the mm
Simplon wher it was charbemd by

South Australien Got'\ernment
'to the Australian Bight -

& oe.R

.-:&;’*:é.-"n'- -m-i;;-etg Bsags

" & GERBE N Y orP T D

!.'
v |

)



-
I
v
‘
e e . 5
.
L}
e i
L]
———————— ‘
.
.
p :
- 5
-
| -
3
&I i
T o =
’ LA A
. . o

EPE




The lecturer stated that the American | ¥
warship Milwaukee had recently been | tO
specially sent to Sydnev in order to demon- | Wl
strate the latest system of depth finding, | OF
The old-fashioned method of ascertaining | '®
depth was by means of a hand iine. Al at
machine which was equipped with piano | M
vire was aleo used in some cases. A later|m
development still was a chemical pa- | H
ratus. The method adopted on the Mil-1m
waukee, however, was electrical. A wire-|
less wave was dispatched from the sur|©}
face of the sea to the bottom of the ocean,
| where it was reflected back to the sur-|&
face. The time which elapsed between|SP
‘the sending of the wireless impolse and its| 81
return was automatically noted, and_the 161
“distance travellel was gauged by this. Eacn sk
step of this interegting process was re- b “
produced on the screen. : e 2
C
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S, J. MITCHELL, who presides over the
Insolvency Court at Adelaide. Ie has
just returned from a trip to England.
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FLINDERS CHASE.

ACCLIMATISING NATIVE BEARS. |
brofessors  Osborne and Wood Jomnes |
and Mr. J ©C. Marshall, members of the }
Flora and Fauna Board, are passengers by |
the Karatta to-day for Kangaroo I.slax}d,
i where they will pay the annual visit of in-
spection to Fiinders Chase.  Accompany-
inz the party is Mr. Edgar R. Waite, di-
1{ rector of the Museam, who has been in-
| vited to report on the fish life of the re-
. werve. A -week will be spent on Flinders |
t | Chase, durinz which period any develop-
¢l ment in bird and animal life since last
*| year will be noted. Constderation will
:' he given to the plans for new ‘roads
7' and bridges, which should materially add
\ to the valne and utility of the Chase. An
| interesting experiment in acclimatisation
1! ig to be tried, for six koalas, or mnative
- bears, which have been presented to the |
i ' board by the directors of the National |
,| Park, Wilson's Promontory, Victoria, wil!
2 be liberated. It is sincerely hoped that
i the gentle lit creatures will thrive im |
¢, their new environment. ‘
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DEATH DEALING. HOUSEFLY
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- M. Walte Hits Out

Mr- Edgar R, Waite, Director of the
Museum, was eager to have a tilt at
Muscas Domestica.

“In my experience,” he said, “the fly
is a greater menace to pubhc health
than the much-abused mosquito. The
latter is a comparatively clean living
msect as it arises from the water in
Which it is bred, in new form, and pro-
bably makes direct for its livmg meal.
The fly, bred in unclean matter, walks
over all kinde of filth and then spreads
disease over food prepared for humans.

S
The Horse Again

Flies are largely- bred in the horses’
stable, and in my opinion much greater
supervision should be exercised in the
matter of granting permits to people to

keep horses in residential areas. It is
no unusual condition in suburban Ade-
laide to find a number of horses kept
on a vacant allotment between two dwel-
lings, no stable provided, and the ground
covered inches deep with manure. This
provides a breeding ground for millions
of flies, which, naturally, soon find their
way into the neighboring houses.

“I think,” Mr. Waite concluded empa-
tically, “tﬁat the place for the horse is
the country. In the residential areas
he is becoming a menace to public
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