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2021 AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM EUREKA PRIZES SPOTLIGHT THE NATION’S 
BRIGHTEST YOUNG SCIENTISTS IN SCHOOL SCIENCE CATEGORY 

 
From the impact of coral bleaching on reef ecosystems to the problems humanity must overcome on Earth 

before living on Mars, students excel in School Science category at Australia’s leading science awards 

Sydney, 2 September 2021: The Australian Museum (AM) today announced the six “Sleek Geeks” selected in the 
School Science category at Australia’s leading science awards, the 2021 Australian Museum Eureka Prizes. 

The School Science category of the AM Eureka Prizes showcases some of Australia’s best budding scientists from 
primary and high schools. Finalists in this category were selected based on their short video submissions on a 
scientific concept of their choosing, with films covering everything from super volcanoes to square cube law. 

Highlights of finalists in the High School student category include: 

• Sonya R., Eltham High School, Vic, whose film delves into some of the problems that humanity will have 
to overcome before living on Mars; 

• Jonathan D., Townsville Grammar School, Qld, who tackles how we can limit climate change through 
enhancing biodiversity on Earth.  

Highlights of finalists in the Primary School student category include: 

• Zara M., PLC Sydney, NSW, who explores the impact of coral bleaching on ecosystems, its causes and 
prevention methods; 

• Scarlett O. and Scarlett P., Oak Flats Public School, NSW, delve into the threat posed by super volcanoes 
and, conversely, how they can be harnessed to provide green energy for future generations. 

Known as the ‘Oscars’ of Australian science, the AM Eureka Prizes offer $160,000 in prize money, across a broad 
spectrum of research from environmental to innovative technologies, defence and mentoring.  

The AM Eureka Prizes winners will be announced on Thursday 7 October at a live broadcast event. The event will be 
open to all audiences and free to stream online. Register to attend at australian.museum/eurekaprizes.  
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THE 2021 AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM EUREKA PRIZE FINALISTS IN SCHOOL SCIENCE ARE: 

University of Sydney Sleek Geeks Science Eureka Prize — Primary 
 
Leon H., St Andrew's Cathedral School, NSW 
A self-proclaimed car enthusiast, Leon was fascinated by how his tiny toy cars defied gravity and travelled upside down 
around a loop track without falling to the floor. In Tour de Force, he uses a delightful combination of demonstrations, 
illustration and performance to examine the role of centripetal force in this natural phenomenon. 
 
Zara M., PLC Sydney, NSW 
Big Problem: Coral Bleaching is an entertaining investigation into one of the most widespread issues affecting coral 
reefs. Inspired by her passion for the ocean, Zara sets out to educate viewers on some of the main causes of coral 
bleaching, the scientific process behind it and ways that everyone can work together to help minimise the issue.  
 
Scarlett O. and Scarlett P., Oak Flats Public School, NSW 
If a super volcano erupted, the impacts would be widespread and catastrophic. In their film Super Volcanoes, Scarlett 
and Scarlett demonstrate the science behind these high magnitude eruptions and explain how they could be used as a 
source of power, providing green energy for future generations. 
 
University of Sydney Sleek Geeks Science Eureka Prize — Secondary 
 
Jonathan D., Townsville Grammar School, Qld 
In Rewilding Earth, Jonathan discusses the implications of climate change and investigates how enhancing biodiversity 
could help address this pressing issue. Through a series of interviews, he shares community concerns about the future of 
climate change then draws on research to explain the process of rewilding. 
 
Isaac N., Ethan P., Reuben R. and Alex S., Willetton Senior High School, WA 
The square-cube law states that as an object increases in size, its mass grows at a faster rate than its surface area. After 
considering whether it would be possible for Godzilla to exist, Isaac, Ethan, Reuben and Alex apply this principle to 
explore how large an animal could realistically get. Their film Square-Cube Law is a comprehensive presentation of the 
group’s findings. 
 
Sonya R., Eltham High School, Vic  
Have you ever contemplated what life would be like on Mars? In How to Get to Mars - A Big Question, Sonya uses clay 
modelling to explore a series of obstacles that humans would need to overcome before they could live on the Red Planet 
and proposes some practical solutions for each. 

EVENT DETAILS 
What: Australian Museum Eureka Prizes Winners Announcement  
When: 7pm, Thursday 7 October 2021 
Where:  australian.museum/eurekaprizes 

For more information and a full list of 2021 Australian Museum Eureka Prizes finalists: australian.museum/eurekaprizes 

Eureka Prize Press Pack and Images Available HERE 
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SOCIAL MEDIA: #EurekaPrizes   
Twitter: @eurekaprizes  Facebook: @eurekaprizes 
 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
Matt Fraser, Director of Communications 
E: matt@originalspin.com.au M: 0401 326 007 

#ENDS# 

About the Australian Museum 
The Australian Museum (AM) was founded in 1827 and is the nation’s first museum. It is internationally 3ecognized as a 
natural science and culture institution focused on Australia and the Pacific. The AM’s mission is to ignite wonder, inspire 
debate and drive change. The AM’s vision is to be a leading voice for the richness of life, the Earth and culture in Australia and 
the Pacific. The AM commits to transforming the conversation around climate change, the environment and wildlife 
conservation; to being a strong advocate for First Nations cultures; and to continuing to develop world-leading science, 
collections, exhibitions and education programs. With more than 21.9 million objects and specimens and the Australian 
Museum Research Institute (AMRI), the AM is not only a dynamic source of reliable scientific information on some of the most 
pressing environmental and social challenges facing our region, but also an important site of cultural exchange and learning. 
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