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2026 FULL APPLICATION FORM

Applications will only be accepted from people who have been invited to submit following the 
preliminary application process.


APPLICANT DETAILS 

	Name of applicant
	

	Email
	

	Phone
	




PROJECT TITLE Must be same as in preliminary application

	




PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
In 200 words or less (excluding the reference list):
· Set the scientific context for your project
· State the aims of your project
· Show word count

	




RESEARCH PLAN & METHODOLOGY 
In 1500 words or less (excluding the reference list), outline your research plan including:
· the tasks to be done at Lizard Island and elsewhere, showing the proposed timing.
· Sufficient information on methodology to allow us to assess the project’s feasibility.
· Any field work for the project that has already been conducted.
· Any innovative features of the project.  
· An explanation of the significance of the project.
· Show word count.

	




REFERENCES CITED

	



FIELD AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
In 100 words or less, show us that you are capable of conducting the proposed research. Show word count.

	



FINANCIAL DETAILS

1. You may apply for one, two or three years’ funding, whichever is consistent with the remaining duration of your PhD candidature. Indicate the years for which you are seeking funding: 

	Years for which funding is sought
	Enter YES or NO 

	Year 1: April 2026 to March 2027
	

	Year 2: April 2027 to March 2028
	

	Year 3: April 2028 to March 2029
	



2. Indicate how much usage of LIRS you would need during each year of the fellowship period. Estimate the number of trips, the duration of trips and the number of people (including yourself) and use this to calculate the number of person nights required in each fellowship year. 

	Year
	Details
	Person nights

	Example 
	1 trip of 21 days with 3 people and 1 trip of 14 days with 3 people
	105

	Year 1  
	
	

	Year 2
	
	

	Year 3
	
	



3. Budget for Year 1 only, Lizard Island component

· Use indicative rates provided at http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/Doctoral-Fellowships/ 
· Ensure the costs shown below accurately reflect the trips planned in the table above.
· Insert columns if more than two trips are planned during the year.

	Year 1: Apr 2026 to Mar 2027
	Trip 1
	Trip 2
	Total

	Bench fees for applicant
Bench fees for assistant 1
Bench fees for assistant 2

Bench fee subtotal

Subtract 10% of subtotal if visit is 28 consecutive days or more

** Subtotal Bench fees
	









	









	










	Travel for applicant
Travel for assistant 1
Travel for assistant 2 

** Subtotal Travel
	
	
	

	Freight estimate

** Subtotal Freight    
	
	
	

	Consumables (itemise)


** Subtotal Consumables
	
	
	

	Other (itemise)



** Subtotal Other
	
	
	

	TOTAL per trip
	
	
	

	
GRAND TOTAL
	




If you are applying for a fellowship to work at MERL as well as LIRS, copy the table above, paste it below, and complete it for MERL usage. 


4. Budget for Years 2 & 3, Lizard Island component 

· [bookmark: _Hlk145498580]Use indicative rates provided at http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/Doctoral-Fellowships/ 
· Rows are as in budget for Year 1 above but there is no need to itemise bench fees for each person

	
	Year 2 total
	Year 3 total

	Bench fees
	
	

	Travel
	
	

	Freight 
	
	

	Consumables
	
	

	Other
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	




5. Justification of Lizard Island component of the budget (500 words maximum)

· Briefly explain why you need the proposed number of trips, duration of trips, and number of people.  
· For travel costs, show mode of transport and city of origin for applicant and assistants.
· If the freight estimate includes anything other than barge freight from Cairns to Lizard Island, outline the additional costs.
· Provide details of any research consumables and other expenses listed in the budget. 
· If applying for the Joint Fellowship, please link in your pathway to impact information into your project justification.
· Show word count.

	





6. Cost of project EXCLUDING LIRS component 

Briefly outline other costs for the entire duration of the project, excluding the Lizard Island component. State how these expenses will be met and whether the necessary funding is already secure. Address selection criterion 11. (200 words maximum)


	






Please submit the completed application in pdf format through the Full Application online portal.

Applications that exceed maximum word limits or are not in the correct format will not be considered.

Closing date is 30 November 2025, 11:59 pm AEST
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