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LARGE PRINT LABELS

Large print exhibition labels are available
to loan from the front desk. Speak to a staff
member for more information.

BANNERS

Banners feature detail from the photographs
of Tim Wrate, winner of this year’s
Portfolio category.



SOUNDSCAPE

Audio provided courtesy of the Nature Track
podcast from ABC RN. Nature Track is a
podcast that opens a window on the beautiful
sounds of the Australian wilderness. These
long, uninterrupted soundscapes are the
perfect relaxing soundtrack for your work,
exercise, meditation or sleep. Each unique
track is carefully recorded on location in a
different part of Australia by the ABC’s nature
specialist Ann Jones.

Listen for free on the ABC Listen app or your
favourite podcast app.




2206 photographs
403 photographers
17 countries

Introduction &
Acknowledgement

See nature in focus through stunning

images by professional, emerging and junior
photographers who have shown impeccable
timing, patience, artistry and technique to
capture incredible moments in time. This
breathtaking exhibition allows us to witnhess
the unique beauty of the flora, fauna and
landscapes of our own backyard and the
world around us, in a celebration of the natural
heritage of Australia, New Zealand, Antarctica
and New Guinea (ANZANG) bioregions. These
images provoke us to explore and understand
the changing nature of our environment

and appreciate the wonder that surrounds

us while enriching our knowledge of this
extraordinary region.



In 2021 the competition received 2206
photographs from 403 photographers in

17 countries, the best of which are displayed
in this exhibition.

The South Australian Museum gratefully
acknowledges the support of Dr Stuart Miller
AM, founder and patron of the ANZANG
Nature Photography competition, and his
sister Mrs Alison Huber in memory of their
parents, Dr Robert and Mrs Clarice Miller,
both late of Waikerie, South Australia.

The South Australian Museum would like
to thank the sponsors who in 2021 have
so generously supported this year’s
competition and exhibition:
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ANIMAL HABITAT

The image must show an animal

(or animals) in the environment in which
it lives. This can be a natural or built
environment that the animal, either native
or feral, has independantly claimed as its
habitat (captive species not allowed).

‘A surreal moment of a kangaroo magically
walking on water in the pink lakes of
the mallee’

Christian Spencer



JUPITER’S SPIDER

WILLIAM GODWARD

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

A spider hunting at night, silhouetted by the
largest planet (defocused) in our solar system,
Jupiter. The distance between the spider and
Jupiter is a mere 825 million kilometres. You
can see a few flies for its next meal and the
planet Saturn below Jupiter.

LAKE BONNEY, BARMERA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Sony a7iii, Sony 85mm 1.8, 2.5, f/1.8, ISO 10 000, tripod



OCTOPUS’S
PLAYGROUND

PALE OCTOPUS
OCTOPUS PALLIDUS

RACHEL PRICE

VICTORIA

Household and commercial waste is a
common sight beneath the surface of
Port Phillip Bay. Just metres from Rye Pier,
among a landscape of discarded bicycles,
metal grates and shopping trolleys, a
colony of shy but curious Pale Octopuses
have made this artificial reef of discarded
objects their home.

ELSAS REEF, PORT PHILLIP BAY, VICTORIA

Nikon D300, Tokina 10-17mm f3.5-4.5 17mm, 1/160, /9.0, ISO 200,
single Inon Z240 strobe, Nauticam underwater housing, handheld,
shot on scuba at a depth of approximately 6m



NIGHT-LIGHT

BIOLUMINESCENT FUNGI, BARRED FROG
MYCENA CHLOROPHOS, MIXOPHYES FASCIOLATUS

ISAAC WISHART

QUEENSLAND

My photography skills were tested by this
magical scene. A long exposure with added
flash was used to achieve the perfect lighting
for this photo. Both the bioluminescent

fungi and Barred Frog are lovers of rain,
making the recent weather perfect for
capturing this photo.

TAMBORINE MOUNTAIN, QUEENSLAND

Nikon D850, Tamron 15-30mm /2.8, 30, f/9, ISO 1250, off camera
flash, tripod



‘...If we pay attention and look, we can find
nature’s most intricate details in the most
unexpected of places.’

Jeff Freestone



SPLASH
OF COLOURS

WILSON'’S BIRD OF PARADISE
DIPHYLLODES RESPUBLICA

KEVIN DE VREE

BELGIUM

As the first light travels through the
rainforest’s canopy, a splash of colours
appear. Known for their elaborate mating
dances, the Wilson’s Bird of Paradise is one
of the most colourful animals on the planet.
Its quirky, handlebar moustache-shaped tail
feathers are brilliantly iridescent and reflect
light that contrasts against the dark jungle.

PULAU WAIGEO, INDONESIA

Olympus OM-D E-M5, Panasonic 100-300mm f/4-5.6, 1/100, f/5,
ISO 3200, handheld



THE STORM

LEOPARD SHARK
STEGOSTOMA FASCIATUM

DAVID ROBINSON

NEW SOUTH WALES

| believe Julian Rocks Nguthungulli Nature
Reserve to be one of the best places in the
world to observe Leopard Sharks in the
wild. That day’s stormy sea made for unique
photography conditions with the white sand
swirling around the sharks and the sharks
themselves somewhat swirling too.

JULIAN ROCKS NGUTHUNGULLI NATURE RESERVE,
NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon 5DSR, Canon EF 14mm f/2.8L Il USM lens, 1/200, /9.0,
ISO 400, twin Inon Z240 strobes



GOBY IN A BOTTLE

YELLOW PYGMY-GOBY
LUBRICOGOBIUS EXIGUUS

MARY GUDGEON

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Rubbish lying on the bottom of the ocean

Is not always a bad thing: it can make good
habitat for marine life. Discarded bottles
have become a popular habitat for the Yellow
Pygmy-goby. In areas such as Lembeh Strait
they are more frequently found in bottles
than their natural habitat.

LEMBEH STRAIT, SULAWESI, INDONESIA

Canon EOS 7D, Canon EF 100mm f/2.8 macro USM, 1/250, f/16,
ISO 200, 2 x Inon S2000 strobes, handheld
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RUNNER-UP
ANIMAL HABITAT B

STILTED REFLECTIONS

PIED STILT
HIMANTOPUS LEUCOCEPHALUS

GEORGINA STEYTLER

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

| was at a location overlooking these Pied
Stilts feeding in shallow waters when the
wind died and the sunset cast incredible
reflections. | changed to a 100-400mm lens
and zoomed out to capture as much of the
stilts ‘walking in the clouds’ as | could.

BREMER BAY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Canon EOS-1D X Mk lll, Canon EF 100-400mm f/4.5-5.6L IS I
USM, 1/1000, f/8, ISO 1600, handheld



RUNNER-UP
ANIMAL HABITAT

GEORGINA STEYTLER
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

Like walking in an otherworldly sky, a surreal
moment has been captured with beautiful soft,
pastel colours. This is a dreamscape with beautiful

placement of the stilts among the clouds.



COMB-CRESTED
JACANA

COMB-CRESTED JACANA
IREDIPARRA GALLINACEA

JAMES WHITE

VICTORIA

A beautiful Kimberley sunrise produced soft
pastel colours on Lily Creek Lagoon. Being
able to photograph these unigue birds at
water level while they walk the lily pads in
search of prey was definitely a highlight of
my Kimberley trip.

LILY CREEK LAGOON, KUNUNURRA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Canon 1DX II, EF 600mm f/4L IS Il USM + EF Extender 1.4x Ill,
1/1600, /71, 1ISO 3200, manual exposure, handheld



THE MYTHICAL
PLATYPUS

PLATYPUS
ORNITHORHYNCHUS ANATINUS

DANIEL VAN DUINKERKEN

TASMANIA

Floating early morning in my inflatable
hide, | noticed these out-of-focus specular
highlights lighting up while shooting into
the sun. This Platypus was busy foraging,
repeatedly diving down and coming back
up for air. | positioned myself with the
Platypus between me and the sun, creating
this dreamy image.

DON RIVER, DEVONPORT, TASMANIA

Sony A9, Sony 400mm f/2.8 GM, 1/1000, f/5.6, ISO100, taken
from a floating hide, camera mounted onto an Fotopro E-6H
Eagle Series gimbal head on the hide’s inflatable raft



FAMILY
PORTRAIT

DADDY-LONG-LEGS SPIDER
PHOLCUS PHALANGIOIDES

PETER BAXTER

VICTORIA

Daddy-long-legs Spiders are found across
Australia, successfully spinning their webs
In our homes, garages and sheds. This
family caught my eye when | was looking
for something in the garage. | halted my
search and grabbed my camera to take a
family portrait.

BEAUMARIS, VICTORIA

Nikon D7100, Nikon AF Nikkor 24-120mm 1:3.5-5.6D, 1/80, f/16,
ISO 800, UV filter, LED portable worklight, tripod



A HOME AMONG
THE TOILETRIES

ZEBRA FINCH
TAENIOPYGIA GUTTATA

JASMINE VINK

QUEENSLAND

A male Zebra Finch guards his nest while the
female is out foraging. This pair of finches has
made their nest on a shower bench, among
an array of toiletries and cleaning products.

In the desert, good nesting real estate is
difficult to find!

ARID RECOVERY RESERVE, ROXBY DOWNS,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Canon 5D Mk IV, Canon EF 24-70mm f/2.8L Il USM, 1/125, /10,
ISO 500, Canon Speedlite 600EX-RT with diffuser, handheld



WINNER
ANIMAL HABITAT

CHRISTIAN SPENCER

VICTORIA

Christian is an award-winning artist, filmmaker
and photographer. From a young age he was
interested in nature. He has used canvas,

film, music and photography to represent

the abstraction he sees in nature and capture
the inter-relationship between the micro and
macro, ‘the invisible orchestrated cosmos’.



WINNER
ANIMAL HABITAT

A TREE DREAMING

GALAH
EOLOPHUS ROSEICAPILLUS

CHRISTIAN SPENCER

VICTORIA

In the Strzelecki Desert of Australia, a flock

of Galahs replenish on the only water available
at the base of this lonely tree. It’s a rare

photo opportunity to get such a clear and
symmetrical shot of these beautiful birds

in flight, in the middle of the desert.

STRZELECKI DESERT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Canon T4i, Canon 135mm, 1/250, f/10, ISO 200



WINNER
ANIMAL HABITAT

CHRISTIAN SPENCER
VICTORIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

Australia’s unique arid outback has been beautifully
depicted, highlighting the importance of a lifegiving
puddle. A simple strong composition that has

come to life with the flight of the galahs revealing

a mirroring effect ... the blue sky reflected in the
water and the warmth of the land echoed in

the flying birds.



OUTBACK
MIRAGE

EASTERN GREY KANGAROO
MACROPUS GIGANTEUS

CHRISTIAN SPENCER

VICTORIA

A surreal moment of a kangaroo magically
walking on water in the pink lakes of the
Mallee. | saw a kangaroo in the middle of
the lake and it made a run for it as | walked
towards it. | managed to capture a harmonic
shot of it in full flight.

MALLEE REGION, NORTH-WESTERN VICTORIA
Canon T4i, Canon 135mm, 1/1250, /14, ISO 400



MOODY MULGA

MULGA SNAKE
PSEUDECHIS AUSTRALIS

KRISTIAN BELL

VICTORIA

At the end of a blisteringly hot 45°C day
conducting research, | visited a farm dam

to see if any animals were having a drink or
cooling off. Along a heavily eroded section
of dam wall | stumbled across this majestic
snake - an adult Mulga in excellent condition.

NEAR RANKINS SPRINGS, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 5D Mk Ill, Canon EF16-35mm f/4L IS USM, 1/20,
f/9.5, ISO 500, single, diffused on-camera flash, handheld



BOTANICAL
This may be a portrait or habitat shot.

‘The birds had hundreds of flower spikes
to choose from - each photo requiring a
patient wait.’
Raoul Slater



SNOW DAISY o,

SNOW DAISY
BRACHYSCOME NIVALIS

CHARLES DAVIS

NEW SOUTH WALES

A lone Snow Daisy stands frozen in time,
trapped in the ice that killed it when winter
came. Normally these small flowers would be
crushed under the snow, by fate it stands tall,
held up by the cause of its downfall.

KOSCIUSZKO NATIONAL PARK, NEW SOUTH WALES
Nikon D850, Nikon 70-200mm VR2 2.8, 1/1250, f/4, 1ISO 31



BIRD ON A WIRE

GRASS TREE, SILVEREYE
XANTHORRHOEA SP., ZOSTEROPS LATERALIS

RAOUL SLATER

QUEENSLAND

Over many Westcliff Lookout bushwalks,

I’ve seen the grass trees flowering profusely
only once. The birds had hundreds of flower
spikes to choose from - each photo requiring
a patient wait. The title references the Man
on Wire documentary about the tightrope
crossing between the Twin Towers.

WESTCLIFF LOOKOUT, BUNYA MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK,
QUEENSLAND

Canon 6D Il, Canon 300mm f 2.8, 1/800, f/4, ISO 200, Manfrotto
with Wimberly head, tripod



LEAFLESS
BEAUTY

ROSY HYACINTH ORCHID
DIPODIUM ROSEUM

LINCOLN MACGREGOR

NEW SOUTH WALES

Unlike most plants that rely on the sun to
produce energy in their leaves, the Rosy
Hyacinth Orchid is leafless and instead
obtains its energy from decaying organic
matter in the soil. To convey this unusual
way of life, | photographed this species
under a sunless sky.

KANGAROO VALLEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS R5, Canon EF 16-35mm /2.8 IIl USM lens, 20,
f/2.8,1SO 10 000, Canon Speedlite 580EX Il with Godox XT2-C
radio trigger and X1R-C radio receiver, stabilised on ground
with a small sandbag, torchlight was used to light up the trees
in the background



SIGNS OF
RECOVERY

EUCALYPTUS
MYRTACEAE

DOUGLAS GIMESY

VICTORIA

Burnt eucalyptus trees start to show

signs of life a few weeks after bushfires by
sprouting epicormic growth/shoots from their
blackened trunks. Once they sprout, all going
well, the tree will begin to gradually regrow

all its lost foliage, and (hopefully) recover over
time. Sadly, not all trees have this capability.

BETWEEN ORBOST AND GOONGERAH, VICTORIA

Nikon D750, Nikon 70-200mm /2.8, 1/320, f/4.0, 1ISO 160,
handheld



ROYAL HAKEA

ROYAL HAKEA
ROYAL HAKEA (HAKEA VICTORIA)

ANDREW PEACOCK

QUEENSLAND

This shrub is the emblem of the Fitzgerald
River National Park. Its beauty comes
from brightly coloured foliage rather
than its understated flowers. | found

this attractive patch beside a dirt road

in the park. Only when | climbed onto

the roof of the vehicle could | frame

this pleasing composition.

FITZGERALD RIVER NATIONAL PARK, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Canon EOS 5D Mk |V, Canon 24-105 f/4L lens, 1/640, f/11,
ISO 800, digital capture, handheld



THE WATTLE TREE

WATTLE TREE
ACACIA SP.

MATT PALMER

VICTORIA

The Wattle Tree honours one of my favourite
trees. By using off-camera flash to illuminate
the tree, | was able to further subdue the
background and highlight the beautiful
yellows of the flowering wattle. This image
can no longer be taken as the trees in the
background have been harvested for timber.

GLENDEVIE, TASMANIA

Canon EOS 5D Mk Ill, Canon EF 70-200mm f/2.8L Il IS USM lens,
1/200. f/8, ISO 400, off-camera flash used from the right-hand
side, handheld



BLOOMING ALGAE

ALGAE
ACETABULARIA PENICULUS

GEORGINA STEYTLER

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

When | first saw this little plant growing
on the sides of shells | was captivated by
how pretty it looked. Exposed at low tide,
| used a macro lens to capture the delicate
beauty. | was surprised to learn that it was
actually algae.

SHOAL BAY, ALBANY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Olympus E-M1 Mk IlI, Olympus M.ZUIKO ED 60mm 2.8 macro,
1/320, /8, ISO 500, handheld



WINNER
BOTANICAL

GHOST MUSHROOMS

GHOST MUSHROOM
OMPHALOTUS NIDIFORMIS

CALLIE CHEE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Nicknamed ‘ghost mushrooms’ due to their
eerie glow, this fungi is only found in certain
forests in Australia. They glow for only a few

weeks in a year and are therefore quite hard
to find and photograph.

BELANGLO FOREST, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon 70D, Sigma Art, 30, /3.2, 1SO 6000



WINNER
BOTANICAL

CALLIE CHEE

NEW SOUTH WALES

JUDGES COMMENTS

There is a magical fairy-tale feel to this image.
The fungi are like glowing jewels of the forest,
nestled among the trees in the mist. A cinematic

quality has been given to this otherworldly scene.



WINNER
BOTANICAL

CALLIE CHEE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Callie is a landscape and travel photographer
who loves venturing into weird and wonderful
places to capture the unigue essence and
colours of the country. The closing of
international borders encouraged her to
explore and discover her own backyard

which she describes as ‘captivating and
breathtaking!



SNOW SQUID

JEFF FREESTONE

VICTORIA

This image was captured during the peak of
winter after a recent snowstorm had passed
through. | was drawn to the unusual shapes
of these trees scattered along the peaks of
Mount Hotham. The way the trunks branch
out in this unusual way give a sense of the
harsh and brutal conditions faced each winter.

ALPINE NATIONAL PARK, VICTORIA
Sony A7RIiii, Sony 24-105mm f4 G OSS, 1/20, /13, ISO 100, tripod
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BOTANICAL »

SWAMP SECRETS

PAULA MCMANUS

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Mullinger Swamp Conservation Park is a
protected area just outside of Kybybolite,

on the South Australian and Victorian border.
On our final day in the area, we lucked

out with clear skies, still water, no wind

and low-lying fog.

MULLINGER SWAMP CONSERVATION PARK,
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Olympus OM-D E-M1, Olympus 40-150 Pro T00mm, 1/1000, f/9,
ISO 200, tripod



RUNNER-UP
BOTANICAL

PAULA MCMANUS

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

Mood has been perfectly documented here.
Monochromatic colour draws us in to a scene of
stillness and quiet with an amazing tonal range.
An ambiguous image, having both an apocalyptic

feel and one of new beginnings.



OUR IMPACT

The image must depict human impact on
nature, be it terrestrial, marine or atmospheric.
This impact may be negative or positive.

‘The fairy tern is the rarest bird in New
Zealand, with perhaps 36 adults left in
existence. It’'s got everything going against
it: weather, cats, humans and its own DNA.’
Richard Robinson

‘I watched with growing dismay as the
mangroves...began to die. Victims of storm
and shifting sand, a foreboding of the
changes to come...

Gary Dunnett

‘Cooperation plays a vital part in some
of nature’s most fascinating interactions.’
Kevin De Vree



POWER OUTAGE

POWERFUL OWL
NINOX STRENUA

MATT WRIGHT

QUEENSLAND

Mortality rates of Powerful Owls in

urban areas are higher than that of their
counterparts in natural areas. Electrocution

IS one of their biggest killers as they often
target possums who use powerlines to
navigate the concrete jungle. Urban Powerful
Owls pay a hefty price for living in the big city.

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND

DJI Mavic air drone, 1/320, /2.8, ISO 100



Y,

MR BROWN
IN THE CITY

BROWN SNAKE
PSEUDONAJA TEXTILIS

KRISTIAN BELL

VICTORIA

A striking start to an intended walk around
grasslands on Melbourne’s urban fringe. This
brown snake appeared to have recently had
a meal and this may explain its reluctance

to retreat, instead standing its ground in a
defensive posture. The site where this photo
was taken has since been developed.

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA

Canon EOS 5D Mk Ill, Canon EF16-35mm f/4L IS US, 1/60, f/11,
ISO 100, single, diffused, on-camera flash, handheld



WINNER
OUR IMPACT

BOUND, JAMMED INSIDE AND POSTED

BLUE-TONGUE LIZARD
TILIQUA NIGROLUTEA

DOUGLAS GIMESY

VICTORIA

A wildlife officer measures one of two
Blue-tongue Lizards found bound and stuffed
inside a DVD player. Posted to Asia, it was
detected at a Melbourne postage sorting
facility. Luckily, both were still alive. Wildlife
smuggling is so brutally cruel, with many

not surviving their long trip.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, LAND, WATER AND
PLANNING (DELWP) FACILITY, VICTORIA

Nikon D5, Sigma Art Series 35mm /1.4, 1/250, f/8.0, 1ISO 1250,
two soft boxes, handheld



WINNER
OUR IMPACT

DOUGLAS GIMESY
VICTORIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

Well executed composition with great contrast
between the manufactured forms and the natural
shape of the Blue-tongue Lizard. This powerful
image highlights the tragic plight of wildlife
targeted by animal trafficking



WINNER
OUR IMPACT

DOUGLAS GIMESY

VICTORIA

Doug is a professional conservation and
wildlife photojournalist who focuses on
Australian issues. His recent work has focused
on the conservation and animal welfare issues
that face the Platypus and the Grey-headed
Flying-fox.



FALLEN
FROM GRACE

NEW ZEALAND FAIRY TERN
STERNULA NEREIS

RICHARD ROBINSON

NEW ZEALAND

A deceased New Zealand Fairy Tern chick
Is prepared for x-ray, looking for signs
of trauma, before undergoing a necropsy.
The Fairy Tern is the rarest bird in New
Zealand, with perhaps 36 adults left in
existence. It’'s got everything going against
it: weather, cats, humans and its own DNA.

NEW ZEALAND CENTRE FOR CONSERVATION MEDICINE,
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Canon EOS-1DX Mk Il, Canon EF 16-35mm f/2.8L Il, 1/250,
f/4,1SO 1600



SPACE INVADERS

LITTLE PENGUIN
EUDYPTULA MINOR

DOUGLAS GIMESY

VICTORIA

In an attempt to capture a photo, tourists
crowd a Little Penguin on the rocks of the
St Kilda breakwater. Sadly, as happens too
often with both amateur and professional
wildlife photography, it seems little
consideration was given to the potential
stress this behaviour could cause.

ST KILDA BREAKWATER, VICTORIA

Nikon D750, Nikon 24-70mm /2.8, 1/50, /3.2, ISO 6400,
handheld



TOHORA

SOUTHERN RIGHT WHALE
EUBALAENA AUSTRALIS

RICHARD ROBINSON

NEW ZEALAND

Two centuries after near extinction, Southern
Right Whales, also called Tohor3a, thrive deep
in the subantarctic. In 2020 a University of
Auckland expedition, led by Dr Emma Carroll,
visited to study the recovering population,
using cutting-edge genomic techniques that
will allow us to understand the complexities
of these animals.

PORT ROSS, AUCKLAND ISLANDS, NEW ZEALAND

DJI Mavic 2 Pro, 28mm equivalent, 1/200, /2.8, ISO 100



SPIRALLING
AWAY

GARY DUNNETT

NEW SOUTH WALES

| watched with growing dismay as the
mangroves around Cabbage Tree Basin
began to die. Victims of storm and shifting
sands, a foreboding of the changes to come
with rising sea levels. The slowly spiralling
foam seemed to be draining away the vitality
of the Royal, our first national park.

CABBAGE TREE BASIN, ROYAL NATIONAL PARK,
NEW SOUTH WALES

Nikon D810, Nikkor 24-85mm AFS 3.5-4.5 G, 30 seconds, f/8,
ISO 200, tripod, 66mm focal length cropped



COSCO

REED PLUMMER

NEW SOUTH WALES

Five shipping containers (of 50 in total)
lost overboard from the APL England

wash up on Birdie Beach, New South
Wales. Consequently, thousands of surgical
face masks wash up along the east coast
of Australia, at a time when this safety
equipment is needed most.

BIRDIE BEACH, NEW SOUTH WALES
DJI Mavic 2 Pro, about 77° 35mm, 1/400, f/11, ISO 100



FADING REEF

KEVIN KRAUTGARTNER

GERMANY

Today, coral reefs are dying at an alarming
rate. Coral bleaching is caused by rising
water temperatures which kills the coral.
My image shows the beauty of these
unique coral and algae systems and | hope
it reminds us all that what we do on land
Impacts our oceans.

KIMBERLEY COAST, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Fujifilm GFX 50s, Fujifilm GF 32-64mm F4, 1/1000, /71,
ISO 400, handheld from a helicopter



RUNNER-UP
OUR IMPACT

SINGLE-USE DRIFTER

BLUE-TONGUE LIZARD
TILIQUA NIGROLUTEA

JUSTIN GILLIGAN

NEW SOUTH WALES

Face masks arrived at Lord Howe Island
from a cargo ship that lost 50 containers
in rough seas off Sydney. Over 1100
masks were collected during lockdown.
In this image, a Columbus Crab finds
shelter in a plastic bag of face masks.
The environmental impact will never

be fully quantified.

LORD HOWE ISLAND

Nikon D850, Sigma 15mm +1.2TC, 1/15, f/22, ISO 400, Nauticam
underwater housing, twin lkelite strobes



RUNNER-UP
OUR IMPACT

JUSTIN GILLIGAN
NEW SOUTH WALES

JUDGES COMMENTS

At first glance this looks like a marine creature
propelled by tentacles. On closer inspection,
the reality is a stark reminder of the pandemic’s

impact, which has extended far beyond humans



ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

The subject(s) must be engaged in
natural activity.

‘Humpbacks are jaw-droppers, especially
when they jump.’
Rachelle Mackintosh

‘Leaping into the air, males strive to attract
females with the most impressive acrobatics.’
Scott Portelli



TURTLE TRACKS

GREEN TURTLE
CHELONIA MYDAS

BRETT MONROE GARNER

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A large female Green Turtle returns to the
ocean at dawn, after laying eggs overnight.
She leaves behind a track in the sand like
those who finished before her.

NINGALOO REEF, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

DJI Mavic Pro 2, Hasselblad L1D-20c 28 mm /2.8, 1/30, f/4.0,
ISO 100, PolarPro circular polarizer



BETTER
TOGETHER

KOOKABURRA
DACELO NOVAEGUINEAE

CHARLES DAVIS

NEW SOUTH WALES

Not many kookaburras live high enough
to get snowed on. This small family are an
exception. They can often be found in a
blizzard huddled together for warmth,
the parents on the outside and last year’s
young squished in between.

KOSCIUSZKO NATIONAL PARK, NEW SOUTH WALES
Nikon D850, Nikon 500mm PF 5.6, 1/640, /5.6, ISO 4000



STEP INTO
MY LAIR

PEACOCK SPIDER, FLESH FLY
MARATUS SPECIOSUS, SARCOPHAGIDAE

BEN CLARK

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

After photographing male Peacock Spiders
dancing on the dunes of my local beach,

| watched this scene of a less colourful

female tackling a much larger flesh fly. It
demonstrates the hunting prowess and power
of these tiny jumping spiders, which reach
just 5mm in length.

WOODMAN POINT, SOUTH OF FREMANTLE,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Canon 5D Mk IV, Canon EF 100mm f/2.8L macro IS USM with
Kenko extension tubes, 1/200, f/7, ISO 200, Yongnuo YN-24EX
macro flash with homemade diffuser, handheld, 24 image stitch
using Adobe Photoshop CC 2019



OSPREY FISHING

EASTERN OSPREY
PANDION CRISTATUS

JOHN VAN-DEN-BROEKE

NEW SOUTH WALES

| was in my kayak paddling upstream
when | saw the osprey circling above
the water ahead. | was so lucky to arrive
just as the osprey was coming out of the
water with the fish.

CUDGEN CREEK, KINGSCLIFF, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS -1DX Mk 11, EF 24-105mm f4L IS USM, 1/2000,
f/4,1SO 500



BLACK ANTS FEEDING e "”; ' : ‘
ON BROAD-TAILED GECKO " ™%+ &

BROAD-TAILED GECKO
PHYLLURUS PLATURUS

KEN GRIFFITHS

NEW SOUTH WALES

Broad-tailed Geckos are essentially found

in Sydney Basin sandstone areas and are
nocturnal. It was a most unusual find,
especially as there are many bird species that
would have made a quick meal of it. How it
died is a mystery, but a feral deer or wallaby
may have stepped on it the previous night.

ROYAL NATIONAL PARK, SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon 6D Mk Il, Canon EF100-400 ISL, 1/125, /8, ISO 400,
handheld



TREE OF LIFE

FIREFLY
LAMPYRIDAE

MATT WRIGHT

QUEENSLAND

While driving down a road late at night,

| noticed dozens of fireflies were slowly falling
to the ground. | looked up to see a single
tree, illuminated by tens of thousands of
fireflies. | noticed they were mating and had
gathered together in unison for one giant
breeding event.

CAPE YORK, QUEENSLAND

Canon 5D Mk IV, Canon 16-35mm f4L IS, 30, f/4, ISO 16000,
tripod



RUNNER-UP
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

DREAMING

VEINED OCTOPUS
AMPHIOCTOPUS MARGINATUS

FRANCO TULLI

ITALY

The animal inside the seashell is a tiny
octopus about two inches in diameter.
This kind of animal can utilise the valves
as a house and for protection, taking the
house with it as it moves. This shot was
taken during its quiet rest.

LEMBEH STRAIT, INDONESIA

Canon EOS 7D Mk Il, Canon EF-S 60mm /2.8 macro USM, 1/160,
f/14, ISO 100, Sea & Sea YS-D2 strobe with Retra snoot, Easydive
Leo Il housing



RUNNER-UP
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

FRANCO TULLI
ITALY

JUDGES COMMENTS

Like a jewellery box, this shell opens to reveal

a precious gem inside. Incredible textures and
luminosity seem to leave the octopus bejewelled
in the beautiful lighting. A fun image illustrating
the cleverness of this shy cephalopod.



DANCE AT DAWN

WALLABY
MACROPODIDAE

MICHAEL EASTWELL

UNITED KINGDOM

Apart from its beauty, Cape Hillsborough
IS renowned for its resident kangaroos
and wallabies. | visited the area for three
consecutive sunrises, but it was on my
final morning that | captured this beautiful
spectacle: two wallabies playing on

the beach as the sun burst through the
surrounding clouds.

CAPE HILLSBOROUGH NATIONAL PARK, QUEENSLAND
Sony A7RIV, Sony 24-105 G OSS, 1/1600, f/9, ISO 100, handheld



THE
BLOWTORCH

HUMPBACK WHALE
MEGAPTERA NOVAEANGLIAE

RACHELLE MACKINTOSH

NEW SOUTH WALES

Humpbacks are jaw-droppers, especially
when they jump. But just seeing this
whale exhale against North Head’s cliffs

- its blows ablaze in the setting sun - was
enough to make me hold my own breath,
completely awe-struck. If you squint you
might even see a woman’s profile in the
blow ... maybe.

NORTH HEAD, ENTRANCE TO SYDNEY HARBOUR,
NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS-1D X, Canon f/4.5-5.6L IS Il USM 100-400mm
300mm, 1/1250, f/71, ISO 500, handheld from a boat



SYMBIOSIS

RIBBON SWEETLIPS, OBLIQUE-BANDED

SWEETLIPS, GOLDEN BULLSEYE

PLECTORHINCHUS POLYTAENIA, PLECTORHINCHUS
LINEATUS, PARAPRIACANTHUS RANSONNETI

KEVIN DE VREE

BELGIUM

Cooperation plays a vital part in some of
nature’s most fascinating interactions. These
different species of fish are working together
towards a common goal; protection against
predators. They form a perfect dynamic
symbiosis. This harmonic arrangement is
mesmerising and provides the dynamic
composition | was looking for.

DAMPIER STRAIT, INDONESIA

Olympus OM-D E-M5, Olympus 8mm /1.8 fisheye Pro, 1/180,
f/2.5,1SO 200, Sea & Sea ys-01, handheld



INFLIGHT
ENTERTAINMENT

HUMPBACK WHALE
MEGAPTERA NOVAEANGLIAE

RACHELLE MACKINTOSH

NEW SOUTH WALES

This Humpback calf was chilling with its mum
between Sydney Heads when it suddenly
took flight. The calf speedily reached its
cruising altitude then crash-landed with
uncoordinated grace. Calves pull some wacky
shapes when they’re learning to breach,

but this pocket rocket’s hilarious moves

were next level!

BETWEEN SYDNEY HEADS, SYDNEY HARBOUR,
NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS-1D X Mk Il, Canon f/4.5-5.6L IS Il USM 100-400mm
220mm, 1/2500, /71, ISO 400, handheld from a boat



WHALE
SHARK FEAST

WHALE SHARK
RHINCODON TYPUS

ALEX KYDD

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A rare sighting of a Whale Shark feeding on
a large school of baitfish. Whale Sharks are
not often documented feeding on schools of
baitfish as they’re most commonly seen filter
feeding. This is the first time | have seen this
behaviour after five years of photographing
these animals on the reef.

NINGALOO REEF, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Nikon D810, Sigma 15mm f2.8 EX DG diagonal fisheye, 1/250, f/11,
ISO 250, freediving



MUDSKIPPER

MUDSKIPPER
OXUDERCIDAE

SCOTT PORTELLI

NEW SOUTH WALES

Mudskippers are amphibious fish with unique
adaptations that allow them to inhabit the
rich, muddy intertidal zones of tropical
estuaries. As the tide recedes the mudflats
are exposed and the mudskippers emerge
from their underwater burrows. Leaping into
the air, males strive to attract females with
the most impressive acrobatics.

BROOME, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Olympus OMD EM1X, 300mm, 1/4000, f/7.1, 1ISO 400



WINNER
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

NEXT GENERATION

WEST AUSTRALIAN SEAHORSE
HIPPOCAMPUS SUBELONGATUS

TAMMY GIBBS

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

| have spent many hours underwater at night
photographing our West Australian Seahorses
giving birth. It is the male seahorses that

‘get pregnant’ and brood the babies in their
pouch. Photographing them having their
babies takes lots of patience, persistence,
good timing and a hint of luck.

PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Nikon D850, Nikkor 60mm macro, 1/200 sec, /13, ISO 320, 2 x
Inon Z240 strobes, Nauticam NA-D850 underwater housing with
230mm dome port, handheld



WINNER
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

TAMMY GIBBS
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

Beautifully composed and technically difficult, this
is an incredible capture of such an extraordinary
moment. Subtle colour helps to achieve a mystical,
magical quality, like something out of a dream.
Dedication, patience and good timing have all

come together to create a stunning image.



WINNER
ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

TAMMY GIBBS

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Tammy is an underwater photographer

from Perth who also dabbles in land-based
photography. She learned to dive in 2004 and
bought a camera soon after to document the
weird and wonderful marine life. Since then,
diving has become an all-consuming passion.



THREATENED

The subject(s) may be photographed in any
of the following ways: in portrait, engaged
In natural activity or in its natural habitat.

All entries (flora or fauna) must be
accompanied by an official reference,
verifying the subjects threatened, rare,
vulnerable or endangered status.

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is
the worlds most authoritive inventory of the
global conservation status of species. In this
chapter, we have included the [UCN status of
featured species.

‘With a spirited head flick, a fairy tern creates
an arc of water droplets.’
Pam Osborn

‘They need our urgent help.’
Ofer Levy



SHY QUOLL

EASTERN QUOLL
DASYURUS VIVERRINUS, ENDANGERED

MATT PALMER

VICTORIA

This shy quoll is part of a breeding program
managed by Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary
In Tasmania. | was quite lucky that there
was a hole in the side of this log with which
| could use some off-camera lighting to
illuminate inside the hollow just enough

to see the quoll’s face.

BONORONG WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, TASMANIA

Sony A7RIIIl, Sony FE 100-400mm f4.5-5.6 GM OSS, 1/200,
f/5.6, ISO 400, off-camera flash used from the right hand
side, handheld



COOLING DOWN

GREY-HEADED FLYING-FOX
PTEROPUS POLIOCEPHALUS, VULNERABLE

OFER LEVY

NEW SOUTH WALES

| have been studying and photographing

the Grey-headed Flying-foxes in the Sydney
area for the last 15 years. These magnificent
endemic Australian mammals suffer from
persecution as well as the impact of global
warming. Recent years’ heatwaves have killed
a significant part of the wild population.
They need our urgent help.

PARRAMATTA RIVER, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 1DX, Canon 300mm 2.8 x 2 converter, 1/2500, /71,
ISO 3200, taken from a floating hide



BURROW
MAINTENANCE

GREATER BILBY
MACROTIS LAGOTIS, VULNERABLE

BRAD LEUE

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

A Bilby at the entrance to its burrow. Bilbies
were reintroduced to Mallee Cliffs, by the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy and NSW
Government in 2019, to protect them from
further decline due to feral predation. This
Is the first time Bilbies have been present

INn the area in more than a century.

MALLEE CLIFFS NATIONAL PARK, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon 5D Mk IIl, Canon EF 50mm f/1.4 USM, 1/200, /9.0,
ISO 320, 2 x Canon Speedlite 580EX, Camtraptions PIR
motion sensor, tripod



WINNER
THREATENED
SPECIES

DECLINING SPECIES

GREY NURSE SHARK
CARCHARIAS TAURUS, VULNERABLE

SCOTT PORTELLI

NEW SOUTH WALES

Populations of Grey Nurse Sharks along the
Australian coast are under threat and have
suffered a decline over recent years. Current
threats to the species are believed to be
incidental catch from commercial fisheries,
recreational fishing and, to a lesser extent,
shark net programs run in New South Wales
and Queensland.

EXMOUTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Olympus EM1 Mk Il, 8mm fisheye, 1/200, /6.3, ISO 250,
Olympus strobes



WINNER
THREATENED
SPECIES

SCOTT PORTELLI
NEW SOUTH WALES

JUDGES COMMENTS

The shark is perfectly illuminated in its
environment, captured in a beautifully balanced
composition with great use of artificial and
available light. The neighbouring schools of

fish provide great texture and contrast.



WINNER
THREATENED
SPECIES

SCOTT PORTELLI

NEW SOUTH WALES

Scott is an international award-winning
wildlife, nature and underwater photographer
and filmmaker. He has spent thousands

of hours in remote locations across the

globe filming and photographing wildlife,

the natural environment, and wild places

with a focus on tourism, conservation and
education.



THE TURTLE
VORTEX

GREEN TURTLE
CHELONIA MYDAS, ENDANGERED

JORDAN ROBINS

NEW SOUTH WALES

Using a slow shutter speed along with
rotating my camera in a circular motion,

| aimed to create an abstract image of these
two endangered Green Turtles to portray
them as ghostly figures, emphasising

that without proper protection they may
one day actually become ghostly figures,
facing extinction.

LADY ELLIOT ISLAND, QUEENSLAND

Canon EOS 5D Mk IV, Canon EF 8-15mm f/4L fisheye USM
lens, 1/4, £/18, ISO 100, 2 x Inon Z-330 strobes, AquaTech
water housing



RUNNER-UP
THREATENED
SPECIES

IN THE SHADOWS

TASMANIAN DEVIL
SARCOPHILUS HARRISI, ENDANGERED

TOM SVENSSON

SWEDEN

| spent 14 days on Maria Island and one day,
| was lucky enough to see a devil running
past. | could see it in the bushes and the
sun shone directly on it. It was an amazing
feeling to see one out during the day.

MARIA ISLAND, TASMANIA

Canon 1DX Mk Il, Canon 200-400mm f4L IS USM 362mm,
1/1000, f/5.6, ISO 3200, handheld



RUNNER-UP
THREATENED
SPECIES

TOM SVENSSON
SWEDEN

JUDGES COMMENTS

Caught in a shaft of light, this perfectly poised
devil would otherwise disappear into the dark
forest, blending in completely with the subtle
muted colours of the background. A mysterious

scene with a primitive ancient feel.



FAIRY TERN
SHAKEDOWN

FAIRY TERN
STERNULA NEREIS, VULNERABLE

PAM OSBORN

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

With a spirited head flick, a Fairy Tern
creates an arc of water droplets. Fairy Terns
are spring and summer breeding visitors and
nest in shallow sand scrapes above the high-
water mark on the island.

ROTTNEST ISLAND, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Canon EOS 1Dx Mk I, Canon EF 600mm f4L IS II| USM lens,
1/2000, /6.3, 1ISO 400, tripod



LIFE ON
THE EDGE

SNARES CRESTED PENGUIN
EUDYPTES ROBUSTUS, VULNERABLE

RICHARD ROBINSON
NEW ZEALAND

Snhares Crested Penguins are endemic to the
tiny Snares Subantarctic Island Group, 200km
south of mainland New Zealand. In search

of food, they spend their winter migrating
thousands of kilometres, clear across the
Tasman Ocean foraging in Australian waters.

THE SNARES SUBANTARCTIC ISLAND GROUP, NEW ZEALAND
Canon EOS-1DX Mk II, Canon EF 600mm f/4L, 1/1000, /8, ISO 640



SOUTHERN ROYAL
ALBATROSS

SOUTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS
DIOMEDEA EPOMOPHORA, VULNERABLE

GILLIANNE TEDDER

NEW SOUTH WALES

A pair of majestic Southern Royal Albatrosses
on Campbell Island, New Zealand. Albatross
are one of the most threatened birds

in the world and we are the problem.

Climate change, plastics in the ocean and
entanglement in longline fishing poles are
just some of the human activities pushing
these birds to the edge.

CAMPBELL ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND
Nikon D750, 70-400mm, 135mm, 1250, f/9, ISO 400, handheld



HIDING AMONG
THE REEDS

GREEN AND GOLDEN BELL FROG
LITORIA AUREA, VULNERABLE

CHRIS FIRTH

NEW SOUTH WALES

The rapid decline of Green and Golden

Bell Frog populations has been driven by
habitat destruction, water contamination,
introduction of predatory gambusia fish

and proliferation of chytrid fungus, which is
impacting amphibians globally. To photograph
these frogs, | lay mostly submerged in a farm
dam, which is a refuge from these threats.

BENDALONG, NEW SOUTH WALES

Nikon D800e, Nikon 16-35mm, 1/200, /13, ISO 160, Nikon
SB-28, Camtraptions wireless trigger



ANIMAL PORTRAIT

The subject(s) may be photographed close
up, occupying approximately 30 per cent
of the frame.

‘The forest dragon is often overlooked
due to its effective camouflage and slow-
moving nature.’

Isaac Wishart



REGENT OF
THE RAINFOREST

REGENT BOWERBIRD
SERICULUS CHRYSOCEPHALUS

CRAIG GREER

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

A truly exotic species, the Regent Bowerbird
features high on any bird photographer’s
bucket list. In late 2020, | made a short trip to
the Gold Coast’s Lamington National Park, a
stronghold for this most striking of birds, and
was happy to come away with this image.

LAMINGTON NATIONAL PARK, QUEENSLAND

Nikon D500, AF-S Nikkor 500mm f/5.6E PF ED, 1/320, f/5.6,
ISO 800, handheld



ELEGANT

PRAYING MANTIS
MANTODEA

SHARRON MARKS

NEW SOUTH WALES

My camera is never far away when | am in

the garden. You never know what you might
find, as was the case with this praying mantis,
suspended elegantly on this red spear.

| appreciated its willingness to strike a pose,
the green on its body contrasted greatly

with the spear’s red.

PORT KEMBLA, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 5D Mk lIl, Canon EF TOOmm f/2.8L macro IS USM,
1/160, /8.0, ISO 4000, handheld



FOREST DRAGON

SOUTHERN FOREST DRAGON
LOPHOSAURUS SPINIPES

ISAAC WISHART

QUEENSLAND

The cryptic forest dragon is my favourite
reptile to photograph. Although common,
this species is rarely seen. The forest dragon
is often overlooked due to its effective
camouflage and slow-moving nature. These
dragons are sexually dimorphic, coming in

a range of colours.

SPRINGBROOK NATIONAL PARK, QUEENSLAND

Nikon D850, Tamron 15-30mm /2.8, 1/200, /11, ISO 125,
off camera flash, handheld



NOW YOU SEE ME

STRIATE ANGLERFISH
ANTENNARIUS STRIATUS

MATTY SMITH

NEW SOUTH WALES

The Striate Anglerfish is a master of disguise.
They are very poor swimmers yet highly
predatory. They wait motionless for prey.
When | found this one, | had the wrong

lens to make a captivating portrait of it.

| swapped lenses for the next dive, hoping

it was still there.

NELSON BAY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Nikon Z7, Nikkor 8-15mm f3.5-4.5 E ED fisheye, 1/200, /22,
ISO 200, 2 x Sea & Sea YS-D3 flashed, Aquatica AD6/7
underwater housing



POWERFUL STARE

POWERFUL OWL
NINOX STRENUA

DAVID STOWE

NEW SOUTH WALES

The late afternoon sun caught the eyes of
this Powerful Owl while it was roosting along
a creek line, giving it an intimidating look!

SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon 5D Mk IV, Canon 500mm f4L IS Il +1.4X, 1/125, f/8,
ISO 800, Gitzo tripod and Mongoose gimbal head



RUFOUS FANTAIL

RUFOUS FANTAIL
RHIPIDURA RUFIFRONS

MATT OLIVER

VICTORIA

Mount Macedon on a cold, wet, windy, overcast
day; | saw a couple of Rufous Fantails enter

a large clump of ferns with a lichen-covered
branch at the edge and waited until one came
out to look at me briefly.

MOUNT MACEDON, VICTORIA

Nikon D500, Nikon AF-S Nikkor 500mm f5.6E PF ED VR Nikon
TC- 14E 11l 1.4X teleconverter, 1/1000, /8, ISO 12800, handheld



SNAKE EEL

SNAKE EEL, PERICLIMENES SHRIMP
EEL SPECIES UNKNOWN, PERICLIMENES SP

NEIL VINCENT

NEW SOUTH WALES

Snake eels bury themselves in the bottom
substrate and move easily through the
sand, exposing only their head during the
day, then coming out to hunt in the open
at night. This eel is being cleaned by a
periclimenes shrimp, removing dead skin
and parasites from its body.

LEMBEH STRAIT, SULAWESI, INDONESIA

Nikon D700, Nikkor 60mm micro, 1/250, f/20, ISO 500, 2 x
lkelite D160 underwater strobes, handheld in Subal housing



RUNNER-UP
ANIMAL PORTRAIT

HOWLING AT THE MOON

EASTERN GREY KANGAROO
MACROPUS GIGANTEUS

MIKE GEORGE

NEW SOUTH WALES

| spotted some Eastern Grey Kangaroos on
the headland. | had to crawl through long
grass downhill from them to try and get close
enough to backlight one against the rising full
moon. As | took a few shots my model tilted
its head back and opened its mouth slightly.

WOOLGOOLGA, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 5D Mk Il, Canon EF 70-200mm f2.8L IS USM, 1/60,
f/2.8,1SO 4000, handheld, manual exposure and manual focus



RUNNER-UP
ANIMAL PORTRAIT

MIKE GEORGE
NEW SOUTH WALES

JUDGES COMMENTS

Delicately backlit, the likelihood of a kangaroo
positioning itself so perfectly beneath a full moon
makes this a miraculous capture. This is a powerful

image and well executed by the photographer.



‘As the first light travels through the rainforest
canopy, a splash of colours appear.’
Kevin De Vree



MASKED HERO

EASTERN FIDDLER RAY
TRYGONORRHINA FASCIATA

PETE McGEE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Fiddler rays cover their beautifully marked
bodies with sand to help prevent detection.
| saw the eyes of this one protruding rather
obviously and was amused by its comical

appearance. Its misplaced confidence in its
own camouflage allowed me to approach

closely and photograph the ‘masked hero’.

CABBAGE TREE BAY, MANLY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Sony NEX7, Sony E 10-18mm f/4 OSS (focal length 13mm), 1/100,
f/9, ISO 200, twin Inon strobes (external), handheld



NOCTURNAL
NIGHTMARES

COMMON STARGAZER
KATHETOSTOMA LAEVE

RICHARD SMITH

UNITED KINGDOM

As night falls, the stargazer, a fish about a
foot in length, emerges from beneath the
sand to ambush its hapless prey. With the
naked eye, it blends in seamlessly, however,
| was using special technigues to show

off its biofluorescence; the fish glows an
eerie neon vyellow.

WAKATOBI, INDONESIA

Nikon D850, Nikon 105 mm VR with yellow blocking filter,
1/160, f/13, ISO 640, dual INON strobes with ‘excitation’ filters,
Nauticam underwater housing, handheld on scuba



WINNER *ﬁ\
ANIMAL PORTRAIT
A WHITE-CAPPED AT SUNSET

WHITE-CAPPED MOLLYMAWK
THALASSARCHE CAUTA

DOUGLAS GIMESY

VICTORIA

White-capped Mollymawks, also known as
White-capped Albatrosses, mainly eat squid,
fish, krill, salps and offal from the ocean surface.
They rarely dive for food. Their largest threat
Is now longline and trawl fishing, especially in
the seas off southern Africa. Please eat less
fish and buy only MSC certified produce.

FOVEAUX STRAIT, STEWART ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Nikon d750, Nikon 80-400mm f/4.5-5.6, 1/640, f/7.1, ISO 800,
handheld



-

WINNER *ﬁ\
ANIMAL PORTRAIT

DOUGLAS GIMESY
VICTORIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

There is a surreal quality to this albatross, flying
sternly across the sky with anthropomorphic
determination. The sharpness highlights the bird’s
facial features, colour and shape. The angles and
lines of the bird caught mid-flight have been used
to advantage, contrasting against the soft pastel

background of clouds.



WINNER
ANIMAL PORTRAIT

DOUGLAS GIMESY

VICTORIA

Doug is a professional conservation and
wildlife photojournalist who focuses on
Australian issues. His recent work has focused
on the conservation and animal welfare issues
that face the Platypus and the Grey-headed
Flying-fox.



KEA WITH
A VIEW

KEA
NESTOR NOTABILIS

DANIEL SLY

NEW SOUTH WALES

The Kea is the only parrot species in the
world that can be found in the alpine
environment. | came across this particularly
inquisitive individual who was more than
happy to pose on a rock for me with the
beautiful Lake Wakatipu in the background.

SOUTH ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND

Nikon D7200, Sigma 17-50mm /2.8 EX DC OS HSM, 1/640, /4.0,
ISO 100, handheld



CHECKING
ME OUT

AUSTRALIAN FUR SEAL
ARCTOCEPHALUS PUSILLUS DORIFERUS

ALEX PIKE

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

A playful Australian Fur Seal swimming by
me for a closer look. These mammals are
seriously nimble swimmers, using their
powerful flippers to shoot through the water.

JERVIS BAY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 5D Mk IV, Canon 35mm 2.0, 1/1250, /2.0, 1ISO 100,
Ikelite housing, handheld



‘...even in life’s darkest of valleys, light and
hope can always be found.’
William Patino



MONOCHROME

This section includes all monochrome
photography; for example, sepia-toned
and infrared photographs.

‘Mungo is truly spectacular with its alien-
like landscapes and is culturally and
historically sacred.’

Callie Chee

‘Naturally shy, to capture a glimpse of these
declining birds is a magical experience.’
Matt Wright



RUNNER-UP
MONOCHROME

KING OF THE CAPE

PALM COCKATOO
PROBOSCIGER ATERRIMUS

MATT WRIGHT

QUEENSLAND

Palm Cockatoos are undoubtedly one of
the biggest drawcards for any nature lover
wanting to visit Cape York. Naturally shy, to
capture a glimpse of these declining birds
IS @ magical experience. Recent fires and
cyclones have destroyed valuable nesting
trees but education and awareness of their
plight may save them in the long run.

CAPE YORK, QUEENSLAND

Canon 1DX Mk Il, Canon 800mm f5.6L IS, 1/1250, /6.3,
ISO 2000, handheld



RUNNER-UP
MONOCHROME

MATT WRIGHT
QUEENSLAND

JUDGES COMMENTS

Stark graphic composition high- lighting the unique
distinctive shape of a Palm Cockatoo. The striking,

crisp silhouette is a great capture.



TENTACLES

CALLIE CHEE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Taken at the Mungo National Park which
bears evidence of the oldest civilisation on
Earth, lunettes such as these, shaped by tide
and weather thousands of years ago, are

fast disappearing under climate change and
tourist’s footprints. Mungo is truly spectacular
with its alien-like landscapes and is culturally
and historically sacred.

MUNGO NATIONAL PARK, NEW SOUTH WALES
Canon 6D Mk Il, Tokina 11-17 mm, 1/320, f/7.1, 1ISO 500



WIRE CORAL

WIRE CORAL
CIRRHIPATHES LEUTKENI

ROSS GUDGEON

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Wire corals form long, single, unbranched,
wire-like stalks that often twist and take coil
shapes. They may reach over 4m in length.
This specimen was close to the maximum
length and was slowly waving about and
coiling/uncoiling in the current.

LEMBEH STRAIT, INDONESIA

Canon EOS 7D Mk Il, Canon EF8-15 f/4L fisheye USM 8mm
Kenko 1.4X Teleplus Pro teleconverter, 1/125, f/8, ISO 200,
2 X Retra flash, handheld



THE FALL

GRANT GALBRAITH

NEW SOUTH WALES

| had been to this location when it was
bone-dry in the drought of 2019 and thought
it might be nice when rain returns. Upon
arrival, it was my great delight to see this
second fall across the valley, which was full
of swirling mist. A magical sight.

TWIN FALLS, MORETON NATIONAL PARK, NEW SOUTH WALES

Sony A7rii, Sony FE 24-105mm f4 G OSS 105 mm, 0.5, f/18,
ISO 50, tripod



WINNER
MONOCHROME

INCOMING

JEFF FREESTONE

VICTORIA

Captured in Omeo, Victoria, looking out
towards Ensay as the 2019-20 fires in East
Gippsland began to develop. The rising
smoke cloud symbolised the impending
doom these fires were to bring and the
havoc they would cause as they ravaged
this beautiful region.

OMEQO, VICTORIA

Sony A7Riii, Sony 24-105mm f4 G OSS, 1/250, /11, 1ISO 100, tripod



WINNER
MONOCHROME

JEFF FREESTONE
VICTORIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

A classic Australian landscape that contains

a contradiction of beauty and terror, with

the spectacular form of what could be cumulus
clouds belying the impending destruction. The
approaching fire storm dwarfs the tree as it looms
over it. An ominous symbol of the overwhelming

and devastating nature of a bushfire.



WINNER
MONOCHROME

JEFF FREESTONE

VICTORIA

Jeff is a landscape and nature photographer
living in the Victorian High Country. Being
out in nature gives him a great sense of
calm and peacefulness and has become a
form of meditation for him. This calmness

Is something he also tries to bring to

his images.



DNA HELIX

YICAI CHANG

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Lots of lacewing eggs are laid on the side
of two strands of grass. The two spiral
groups of eggs wind around each other
like coiled pieces of DNA.

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

Nikon D750, Nikon 105mm macro 2.8, 1/160, f/4.2, ISO 1250,
handheld



TARKINE FUNGUS

CRAIG BURNS

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

The image of fungi was taken on a very wet
autumn day on the Balfour Track in Tasmania’s
Tarkine region. Along the track at this time of
year, you are immersed in a rainforest world
alive with several types of fungus.

BALFOUR TRACK, TARKINE REGION, TASMANIA

Nikon D810, Nikon 70-200mm, f2.8 200mm, 4.0, f/10,
ISO 200, Sirui tripod, raw image converted to black and
white, all adjustments made in Adobe Lightroom



FRACTAL

JEFF FREESTONE

VICTORIA

It is not hard to find beautiful grand
landscape vistas when we are seeking
the beauty nature has to offer us.
However, nature is all around us and
If we pay attention and look, we can
find nature’s most intricate details in
the most unexpected of places.

SWIFTS CREEK, VICTORIA
Sony A7Riii, Sony 24-105mm f4 G OSS, 1/4, f/11, 1ISO 100, tripod



LAUNDRY NIGHT

ETHAN MANN

QUEENSLAND

Ringtail Possums frequent backyards and

built up areas. | discovered that Ringtails were
using our clothesline as a walkway to scamper
throughout the garden and trees - even our
hanging clothes did not deter them. If only
they would fold them for me.

GUBBI GUBBI COUNTRY, SUNSHINE COAST, QUEENSLAND

Canon 700D, Canon EF 40mm 2.8, 1/160, /9.0, ISO 400,
custom DSLR housing, Nikon SB-28 flash, Camtraptions PIR
motion sensor v2, Camtraptions transmitter and receiver,
Zomei M3 tripod



LANDSCAPE

The landscape or seascape must have minimal
evidence of human interference.

“You could say it’s still making its presence
known with this display of natural beauty.’
Cam Blake



RUNNER-UP
LANDSCAPE

BENEATH THE SURFACE

ASHLEE KARAS

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

For some, sunsets are a time for reflection
and meditation. For me, pairing a fiery
sunset with the pristine coral gardens

of the Ningaloo Reef under the glassy
ocean surface brings a whole new level
of tranquillity. Combining two worlds to
create a perfect moment.

NINGALOO REEF, CORAL BAY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Sony A7Rii, 16-35mm f/2.8 G Master lens , 1/250, f/14, ISO 500,
2 X Inon z330 strobes, Nauticam housing



RUNNER-UP
LANDSCAPE

ASHLEE KARAS
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

Under/over technique has been used to give a
unique and abstract view of this underwater

landscape. Reflecting the repetitive nature of
the clouds, the coral also mimics the ripple of
waves rolling into shore. Strikingly set against

a dramatic sunset.



ABOVE THE
DARKNESS

WILLIAM PATINO

NEW ZEALAND

Light and atmosphere, separating the steep
multitude of valleys that define Fiordland.

| released this image at the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic, during a time of much
uncertainty and concern for us all. This image
and title represent resilience and, that even
in life’s darkest of valleys, light and hope

can always be found.

FIORDLAND, NEW ZEALAND
Sony A7R Ill, Sony 100-400mm, 1/1250, /7.1, ISO 100



SUNSET OVER
LAKE PEDDER

CAM BLAKE

TASMANIA

This shot was taken late on a cold winter’s
afternoon as the sun set over Lake Pedder.
The original Lake Pedder, flooded in 1972,
Is located just around the corner from

this image. You could say it is still making
its presence known with this display of
natural beauty.

LAKE PEDDER, TASMANIA

Olympus EM1 Mk II, Olympus Pro 40-150mm 2.8, 1/60, f/5.6,
ISO 64, circular polarising filter, handheld



EXTINGUISHED

SAMUEL MARKHAM

NEW SOUTH WALES

From one extreme to another. Heavy rain

and large hailstones batter a fire scorched
and damaged Australian landscape, bringing
much needed rain and relief. Smoke, hail
and rain combine after the devastating

New South Wales bushfires.

PARMA CREEK NATURE RESERVE, YERRIYONG,
NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 5D Mk IV, Canon EF 100-400mm f/4.5-5.6L
IS 1, 1/1000, /5.6, ISO 1000, handheld



SANDSTORM
THROUGH
KATA TJUTA

MICHAEL EASTWELL

UNITED KINGDOM

As | left Yulara to head towards Uluru,

| noticed a sandstorm charging over Kata
Tjuta (Pitjantjatjara term meaning ‘many
heads’). | had never seen this occur over
these iconic formations before, so | pulled
over as quickly as possible to capture this
dramatic scene.

YULARA, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Sony A7RIV, Sony 100-400 GM 0SS, 1/3200, f/8, ISO 100,
handheld



THE ARRIVAL

BRAD LEUE

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Water that has travelled from northern
Queensland for months finally arrives

at the entrance to mighty Kati Thanda-

Lake Eyre. The water meandered across

the Simpson and Tirari Deserts, through
Australian Wildlife Conservancy’s Kalamurina
Wildlife Sanctuary, progressing into the
Warburton Groove, bringing new life to

this remarkable desert system.

KATI THANDA-LAKE EYRE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Canon 1D X Mk Il, Canon EF 24-70mm f/2.8L Il USM, 1/640, /9.0,
ISO 500, handheld from helicopter



BIOLUMINESCENT
SHORES

SEA SPARKLE
NOCTILUCA SCINTILLANS

JORDAN ROBINS

NEW SOUTH WALES

Bioluminescent algae lighting up the shoreline
in Jervis Bay a bright electric blue. What

can be seen as a red tide during the day, the
microalgae produce a bright blue glow when
disturbed, in this case, by wind and wave
action breaking on the shore.

JERVIS BAY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 5D Mk IV, Canon EF 16-35mm f/4L IS USM lens,
30, f/4, 1SO 4000, tripod



MOON RISE

WILLIAM PATINO

NEW ZEALAND

It took almost 12 months to finally capture
this aerial image of the full moon rise at
dusk. With the sun sinking down to the
horizon, the mountains were painted in

a rosy hue as the moon began to ascend
out to the east. A surreal moment to
experience, drifting in the air at 9000 feet.

MOUNT ASPIRING, NEW ZEALAND

Sony A7R Ill, Sony 100-400mm, 1/320, /8.0, ISO 200



WINNER
LANDSCAPE

FOREST OF REFLECTION

HAYDEN CANNON

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

A beautiful scene | came across one afternoon
whilst scoping out a site for a photo shoot.

| saw these paperbarks in the water creating
stunning reflections, with some golden light
emphasising the trees. | changed to my

wide angle lens and took a few snaps before
the light faded.

THE LAKES, DALYELLUP, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Canon 7D Mk Il DSLR, Canon EF 17-40mm f/4L USM, 1/80, f/4,
ISO 100, handheld



WINNER
LANDSCAPE

HAYDEN CANNON
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

JUDGES COMMENTS

There is a painterly quality in this landscape that
evokes a glimpse at a lost world. The light catching
on the paperbark is exquisite with the pattern of

branches creating a tapestry of delicate colour.



WINNER
LANDSCAPE

HAYDEN CANNON

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Hayden is a wildlife photographer living

in Busselton, Western Australia. He hopes
that through his photos he can show us a
different world, a world that we don’t often
stop to look at and really take in. To show
us something we don’t often see and to
see things from another perspective -

a secret window into the life of nature.



VIEW FROM
THE CAVE

YAN ZHANG

NEW SOUTH WALES

This photo was taken in the Blue Mountains.
It was a clear and moonless night. | came to
this tiny cave on a cliff and waited patiently
until midnight. | captured this amazing
moment when the Milky Way was just
aligned with the cave edge.

BLUE MOUNTAINS, NEW SOUTH WALES

Nikon D850, Nikon 14-24mm f/2.8 14mm, 20, f/2.8, ISO 8000,
Benro Tortoise TR328C, RRS Ballhead BH-55 tripod



LUNETTES

CALLIE CHEE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Lake Mungo was once an icy lake, but it
dried more than 10,000 years ago at the
end of the Ice Age. Today, its stark unearthly
formations resemble a moonscape. Mungo
Is also a site of prime significance culturally
and archaeologically, bearing evidence of
the oldest civilisation on Earth.

MUNGO NATIONAL PARK, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon 6D Mk Il, Tokina 11-17mm, 1/320, f/7.1, ISO 500



JUNIOR

The entrants must be under 18 years of age at
the date of the close of entries. Entries must
otherwise qualify for any of the other sections.

‘On a drive through the Mount Elvire Station
after a stormy night, we came across

two emus...’

Georgia Clifford

‘This spider...is one of the fastest moving of
all known spiders, but harmless to humans.’
Georgia McGregor



EYE TO EYE

LEAF BEETLE
CHRYSOMELIDAE

ISABELLA BALISKY

QUEENSLAND, AGED 15

This particular morning, the flowers had
begun to bloom, the entire fence line
sprinkled with flowers of all kinds. | spotted
an unusual, reddish figure happily situated

in the centre of one of these flowers - luckily
| didn’t walk straight past him!

BUDERIM, QUEENSLAND

Nikon D800, Nikkor Micro 105mm f/2.8G VR, 1/250, f/11,
ISO 640, handheld



EMERGING

GREENGROCER
CYCLOCHILA AUSTRALASIAE

MCKINLEY MOENS

NEW SOUTH WALES, AGED 15

It was a huge summer for cicadas this year,
which meant that | enjoyed hour upon hour
watching hundreds of them emerge each
night. | was captivated by the intensely
beautiful colouring of this Greengrocer.

BLUE MOUNTAINS, NEW SOUTH WALES

Sony A57, Sigma 18-250mm F3.5-6.3, 1/60, f/13, ISO ISO 100,
flash and home-made diffuser, tripod



HIDDEN
DOTTEREL

BLACK-FRONTED DOTTEREL
ELSEYORNIS MELANOPS

ROBERT IRWIN

QUEENSLAND, AGED 17

A dotterel camouflages amongst a meadow
of flowering plants around a waterhole in
outback Queensland. | laid down in the mud
to capture an eye-level angle. It took many
attempts to photograph this speedy bird as
he darted back and forth, feeding along the
edge of the water.

MOURACHAN CONSERVATION RESERVE, ST GEORGE AREA,
QUEENSLAND

Canon EOS 1DX Mk I, Canon EF 500mm f/4L IS Il USM, 1/1600,
f/4,1SO 2000



RUNNER-UP
JUNIOR

COCKATOO

SULPHUR-CRESTED COCKATOO
CACATUA GALERITA

AIDAN CIMAROSTI

NEW SOUTH WALES, AGED 16

In my front yard on the Northern Beaches of
Sydney, a group of cockatoos were gathering
for some food. With the late afternoon sun
on one particular cockatoo, | was able to
photograph its crest in the golden light.

NORTH NARRABEEN, NEW SOUTH WALES

Nikon D7200, 18-300mm, 300mm, 1/3200, f/9, ISO 1250,
handheld



RUNNER-UP
JUNIOR

AIDAN CIMAROSTI
NEW SOUTH WALES, AGED 16

JUDGES COMMENTS

An unusual composition and great light have been
used to reveal a commonly photographed local.
The yellow crest immediately identifies this familiar
character, a perfect example of approaching
photography from a different perspective. Good
use of colour and light to turn something ordinary

into the extraordinary.



WINNER
JUNIOR

YOU CAN’T SEE ME

LICHEN HUNTSMAN
PANDERCETES GRACILIS

GEORGIA MCGREGOR

QUEENSLAND, AGED T1

| spotted this Lichen Huntsman waiting in
ambush, perfectly camouflaged on a tree
trunk near our campsite in the Daintree
National Park. This spider, native to north
Queensland, is one of the fastest moving of
all known spiders, but harmless to humans.

DAINTREE NATIONAL PARK, CAPE TRIBULATION,
QUEENSLAND

Nikon D750, AF-S Nikkor 24-120mm, 1/60, f/4, ISO 900, handheld



WINNER
JUNIOR

GEORGIA McGREGOR
QUEENSLAND, AGED 11

JUDGES COMMENTS

A great reminder that interesting subjects can

be found anywhere - close observation can reveal
extraordinary things if we take the time to be
still. Beautifully spotted with keen eyes, this
spider reveals itself only after close study, hidden
perfectly in the soft, mossy colour and texture

of its environment.



WINNER
JUNIOR

GEORGIA MCGREGOR

QUEENSLAND, AGED T1

Georgia is a passionate naturalist who

has grown up exploring the wonders of

the natural world on family holidays. She
especially loves the challenge of spotting
hard to find animals, and enjoys taking photos
because it allows memories to be captured
and remembered later.



STANDING TALL

EMU
DROMAIUS NOVAEHOLLANDIAE

GEORGIA CLIFFORD

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, AGED 16

On a drive through the Mount Elvire Station
after a stormy night, we came across two
Emus. Despite the isolated location, these
Emus were extremely inquisitive and not
bothered by the uncommon sight of a car.
This allowed me to take this photograph

of one of them checking us out.

MOUNT ELVIRE STATION, GOLDFIELDS REGION,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Panasonic Lumix G85, Panasonic G Vario 1:4.0-5.6/100-300mm,
1/2000, /8, ISO 1600, digital, handheld



HIDDEN HUNTER

ISAAC WILSON

SOUTH AUSTRALIA, AGED 12

While photographing bees buzzing around
my back garden, | noticed this tiny spider in

a bright orange nasturtium. | think the spider
was waiting for a pollinating insect to fly onto
the flower. Unfortunately for the spider, the
only insects coming to the flowers were bees,
which were much bigger than it was.

ADELAIDE HILLS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Nikon D7200, AF-S DX micro Nikkor 40mm /2.8G, 1/250, f/14,
ISO 4000, handheld



LONG REEF
LANDING

SILVER GULL
CHROICOCEPHALUS NOVAEHOLLANDIAE

ADIE CONNOR

NEW SOUTH WALES, AGED 15

| got up bright and early to go to photograph
these birds at sunrise at Long Reef and was
fascinated by the sheer number of birds
coming in to land. | zeroed in on one gull in
particular, taking the photo just as it skimmed
the water’s surface.

LONG REEF, SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

Canon EOS 4000D, EF 75-300mm f/4-5.6, 1/2000, f/5.6,
ISO 400, handheld



DINNER TIME

GARDEN ORB WEAVER
ERIOPHORA SP.

MCKINLEY MOENS

NEW SOUTH WALES, AGED 15

The Australian bush really comes alive after
dark! Where there is life, there is also death,
as this garden orb weaver wrapping dinner
for the evening shows.

SPRINGWOOD, NEW SOUTH WALES

Sony A57, Tamron 90mm F2.8, 1/60, f/8, ISO 800, flash and
home-made diffuser, handheld



CENTRALIAN
BLUE-TONGUE
LIZARD

CENTRALIAN BLUE-TONGUE LIZARD
TILIQUA MULTIFASCIATA

ROBERT IRWIN

QUEENSLAND, AGED 17

This species is an icon of inland Australia,
exhibiting some of the most vibrant
colourations of any reptile. On a trip to
Uluru, | spotted it sunning on a dune.
Using a flash and some careful framing

| also managed to capture the outline

of Kata Tjuta in the distance.

ULURU-KATA TJUTA NATIONAL PARK,
NORTHERN TERRITORY

Canon EOS 1DX Mk Il, Canon EF 16-35mm f/4L IS USM,
1/250, f/11, ISO 100, Canon Speedlight EX-600 RT Il flash
and transmitter



PORTFOLIO

The portfolio prize is awarded to the
photographer who enters the best portfolio
of six or more entries.

‘What may be ordinary from the ground can
be extraordinary from above...
Tim Wrate



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

RISE

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Captured above ephemeral floodplains,

the electric colours and intricately textured
patterns are where the waters of a standing
swamp have seeped out on to the extensive
floodplain network. The colours are primarily
the result of a mix of high salinity levels,
algae, and a long, hot dry season.

SOUTHERN ARNHEM LAND, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Fuji GFX 100, GF 110mm f/2, 1/2500, /5.0, ISO 400, handheld,
captured from a Cessna 210 at 2000 feet



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Tim is an Australian landscape photographer
with an affinity for exploring and capturing
the wild and rugged Great Southern Land
with a special emphasis on remarkable light.
He has an insatiable drive to capture, in

the deepest sense, the beauty, the honesty
and the unigue character of the Australian
landscape.



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

FABRICA

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Flying over the remote Limmen Bight
region of the far western Gulf of Carpentaria
was one of the single most incredible
experiences of my photographic career.
What may be ordinary from the ground

can be extraordinary from above -

this image is the perfect example of that.

SOUTHERN ARNHEM LAND, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Fuji GFX 100, GF 10mm f/2, 1/1800, f/5.0, ISO 250, handheld,
captured from a Cessna 210 at 2000 feet



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

BALANCE

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Low tide exposes the seabed and rock shelf
of Bynoe Harbour. The patterns created by
the receding water are really intriguing and
the warmth in the bottom left balances the
cool of the top right perfectly, giving the
image a sense of rhythm.

BYNOE HARBOUR, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Fuji GFX 100, GF 10mm f/2, 1/2500, /5.6, ISO 320, handheld,
captured from a Cessna 210 at 2000 feet



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

JUDGES COMMENTS

The colours of Australia are celebrated in the
shapes and forms caused by the incredible forces of
nature. Viewed from above, the landscape has been
abstracted into a painterly aesthetic. Demonstrating
a keen eye for colour, structure and composition, the
resulting portfolio creates curiosity and invites us to
consider the landscape in a way that might not be

possible from ground level.



OVERALL
WINNER

LEAFY NIGHT

LEAFY SEADRAGON
PHYCODURUS EQUES

SCOTT PORTELLI

NEW SOUTH WALES

Leafy Seadragons hide in the thick kelp to
camouflage themselves to avoid predators.
The vibrant flamboyant adults blend
perfectly with their surroundings. At night
the backlighting on a Leafy Seadragon
accentuates their features and the delicate
bodies that appear translucent.

SECOND VALLEY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Olympus OMD EM1 Mk I, 60mm macro, 1/250, f/22, ISO 100,
Olympus strobes, underexposed to highlight details in the
appendages



OVERALL
WINNER

SCOTT PORTELLI
NEW SOUTH WALES

JUDGES COMMENTS

A unique and striking image. The backlighting
has transformed the seadragon from a tiny sea
creature into the illusion of a mythical beast.
Beautifully framed, the dragon emerges from

the darkness, glowing with a sense of fire within.



OVERALL
WINNER

SCOTT PORTELLI

NEW SOUTH WALES

Scott is an international award-winning
wildlife, nature and underwater photographer
and filmmaker. He has spent thousands

of hours in remote locations across the

globe filming and photographing wildlife,

the natural environment, and wild places

with a focus on tourism, conservation

and education.



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

EBB & FLOW

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

Ebb & Flow was captured at 2500 feet
above Bynoe Harbour, where the tidal
variations of 5.8m expose extensive seabeds
and variations in sand banks that contrast
wonderfully with the impossibly blue water
of the Northern Territory.

BYNOE HARBOUR, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Fuji GFX 100, GF 10mm f/2, 1/1900, /5.0, ISO 200, handheld,
captured from a Cessna 210 at 2500 feet



WINNER B
PORTFOLIO PRIZE U e

TRACKS

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

This picture was captured at 2000 feet
above the intertidal floodplains between

the Roper and Limmen Bight Rivers on the
remote shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria.

The floodplain is punctuated by water buffalo
tracks meandering to and from the island.

SOUTHERN ARNHEM LAND, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Fuji GFX 100, GF 110mm f/2, 1/2700, f/4.5, ISO 160, handheld,
captured from a Cessna 210 at 2000 feet



WINNER
PORTFOLIO PRIZE

MANGROVE DIEBACK

TIM WRATE

NEW SOUTH WALES

During the summer of 2015-16, one of

the worst mangrove dieback events ever
recorded devastated around 7400 hectares

of mangrove forests along more than

1000km of Gulf of Carpentaria coastline.

The events were the unfortunate consequence
of unseasonably high temperatures and dry
wet seasons caused by climate change.
SOUTHERN ARNHEM LAND, NORTHERN TERRITORY

Fuji GFX 100, GF 10Omm f/2, 1/750, f/5.0, ISO 200, handheld,
captured from a Cessna 210 at 1500 feet



Vote now for your
chance to win

People’s Choice
Competition

Cast your vote for your favourite photograph
iNn the Australian Museum'’s People’s Choice
competition, for the chance to win a prize
package including a $1000 gift voucher for
Digital Camera Warehouse and $250 gift
voucher for the Museum Shop.

Scan the QR code to explore the winner,
runner-up and finalist images and cast your
vote now. Terms and conditions apply.




Our unique natural
heritage spanning
80 million years

The Competition
& Judges

The Australian Geographic Nature
Photographer of the Year celebrates

the diversity of nature in the bioregion
encompassing Australia, New Zealand,
Antarctica and New Guinea. This area, known
to competition organisers as the ANZANG
bioregion, possesses a unique natural heritage
stretching back more than 80 million years to
the break-up of the great southern continent
of Gondwana.

The Nature Photographer of the Year
competition began as ANZANG Nature
Photography in 2004 when founder

Stuart Miller perceived an opportunity to
celebrate our region with a competition
dedicated solely to its footprint. Today, the
South Australian Museum and Australian



Geographic, with ongoing support from
Stuart Miller, focus on enhancing a general
knowledge of this extraordinary region by
encouraging photography of the region’s
nature and landscapes.



AUSTRALIAN
MUSEUM SHOP

Visit the Australian Museum Shop today
for official exhibition merchandise.

shop. australian.museum

| mogm |



NARELLE AUTIO

Narelle Autio’s vibrant and award- winning
images of Australian outback and coastal
life have won her impressive national and
international acclaim.

Growing up in Australia she has had a lifetime
relationship with the ocean and is fascinated
by the need for many of us to return to water.
Her sophisticated, cinematic use of colour,
light and composition create photographs
that evoke the complex beauty of Australia’s
landscape, which is otherwise eroded by
postcards and clichés.



STAVROS PIPPOS

Stavros Pippos is a landscape photographer
whose interest began as a 12-year-old boy,
taking photos, processing film and contact-
printing negatives in a makeshift darkroom.
This desire to create ultimately led him

to a career in television where he worked

his way from sweeping floors to the role

of Managing Director at Channel Seven in
Adelaide. Following his retirement, Stavros
focused on photography, documenting the
South Australian landscape and developing a
passion for alternative photographic printing
methods and the characteristic charm of old
wooden cameras.



TRENT PARKE

Trent Parke is one of the most innovative
photographers of his generation. He is

known for his poetic, often darkly humorous
photography that offers an emotional and
psychological portrait of his home country of
Australia—from the southern outback to its
busy beaches. Though rooted in documentary,
his works sit between fiction and reality,
exploring themes of identity, place and

family life.



