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Unsettled Exhibition Facts and Figures 

• Unsettled is one of the most significant exhibitions in the Australian Museum’s (AM) history - it is the 
story of Australia’s foundation, the truth about colonisation and First Nations resilience.  

• The exhibition opens FREE to the public on 22 May 2021 in the AM’s new 1,000sqm touring 
exhibition hall. 

• Unsettled takes visitors through eight thematic sections: Unsettled introduction, Signal Fires, 
Recognising Invasions, Fighting Wars, Remembering Massacres, Surviving Genocide, Continued 
Resistance, and Healing Nations.  

• There are more than 190 objects and images in the show (53 AM collection objects, 90-plus digital 
acquisitions and more than 30 new object acquisitions including newly created artworks and cultural 
objects) including: 
- Wailwan grindstone - This fragment from the rim of a 

grindstone found in the Cuddie Springs archaeological site on 
Wailwan Country is scientifically and historically invaluable. 
Scientific analysis of the use-wear and evidence of starch 
residue proves that Aboriginal peoples have been using 
grindstones to make flour for cooking for over 30,000 years. 
Unsettled will be the first time this important object has ever 
been on public display.  

- Mungo footprint mould - Ancient footprints preserved in the 
claypans of Willandra Lakes, NSW are estimated to be 20,000 
years old. These are the oldest footprints found in Australia, and 
the largest collection of Ice Age footprints in the world. The 
Paakantji, Ngyiampaa, and Mutthi Mutthi peoples have an 
unbroken link to these footprints and to this day, continue to walk 
on their Country in the footsteps of their Ancestors. An imprint of 
these footprints can be seen on Museum Walk – the entrance to 
the AM.  

- Dhari – The Dhari is a traditional headdress from Mer (Murray 
Island), which is the homeland that Eddie Koiki Mabo fought 
court cases for in order to establish that First Nations peoples 
had legal rights to their land in the form of Native Title. In 1992, 
following many years in the Australian legal system (the verdict 
was passed down after Mabo’s death), the High Court of 
Australia recognised Native Title and overturned the doctrine of 
terra nullius.  

- Death Spear - This death spear was created in the style of one 
used by Pemulwuy, a great Bidjigal warrior of Sydney, to kill the 
colony’s gamekeeper John McEntire in 1790. This was justice 
against McEntire who had committed gruesome acts against 
Aboriginal people that even McEntire’s acquaintances refused to 
record in detail. This type of spear had distinctive barbs of shell 
and stone, which would break off with fatal results. 
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In addition to objects, the exhibition also includes historical documents and modern 
artworks including: 

- Cook’s secret instructions – A copy of sealed secret orders instructing Cook 

to find the fabled Great Southern Continent on what was initially meant to be a 

scientific expedition to observe the Transit of Venus in Tahiti in 1769. Cook 

failed to follow his instructions to gain the consent of the First Nations peoples 

when making his claim of possession, under a pretence that the continent was 

uninhabited by civilised people.  

- Blood Money series - The Blood Money series by Dr Ryan 

Presley explores the extent to which Australia’s wealth has 

been built on a history of exploitation and violence. Blood 

Money promotes important Aboriginal people, testifying to their 

intelligence and resilience.  

Unsettled is curated by Laura McBride, a Wailwan and Kooma woman who is now Director, First Nations at 
the AM. During her 11-year tenure at the AM, McBride has built a team of committed First Nations people 
and has championed First Nations storytelling through developing the Garrigarrang: Sea Country gallery, the 
award-winning GADI exhibition and now most recently through Unsettled. McBride worked together with AM 
First Nations Curator Dr Mariko Smith, a Yuin woman with Japanese heritage, over the past two years to 
create Unsettled using a collaborative, community-centred approach and developing content through 
rigorous research. 

Editor’s note: Media release, images and other assets available at https://foto.australian.museum. 

 

### 

About the Australian Museum 

The Australian Museum (AM) was founded in 1827 and is the nation’s first museum. It is internationally recognised as a 
natural science and culture institution focused on Australia and the Pacific. The AM’s mission is to ignite wonder, inspire 
debate and drive change. The AM’s vision is to be a leading voice for the richness of life, the Earth and culture in 
Australia and the Pacific. The AM commits to transforming the conversation around climate change, the environment 
and wildlife conservation; to being a strong advocate for First Nations cultures; and to continuing to develop world-
leading science, collections, exhibitions and education programs. With more than 21.9 million objects and specimens 
and the Australian Museum Research Institute (AMRI), the AM is not only a dynamic source of reliable scientific 
information on some of the most pressing environmental and social challenges facing our region, but also an important 
site of cultural exchange and learning. 
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