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Explore Burra 
Join burra the eel on a fascinating learning journey through Country, at this new state-of-the-art 
permanent education and play space that immerses visitors in western science and First Nations 
knowledges.  
 
Located on level two of the Australian Museum and included with free general admission, Burra is split 
into two key areas covering 700sqm – one for younger children (aged 0-8) with learning integrated into 
fun and playful activities and the second aimed at secondary school students (aged 6-14) with a work-play 
experience.  
 
In area one of Burra, visitors can explore topics including: 
• Little Terns and Nawi Tied Bark Canoes: Learn about beach nesting endangered shorebirds and 

the importance of caring for each other and Country. The Nawi tied bark canoe area enables visitors 
to learn about First Nations fishing/foods and aquatic food webs. 

• Rockpools: Explore First Nations coastal foods and adornments, as well as marine invertebrate 
biodiversity and the importance of caring for habitats. 

• Estuaries and Mangroves: Showcases estuary habitats as biodiverse mixing places where young 
animals grow and learn. It also teaches visitors about First Nations estuary foods and tools. 

• Freshwater: Teaches visitors about the importance of listening to the many voices of Country and 
being respectful and inclusive of others. 

• East Australian Current: Allows visitors to learn about ocean currents and migrations, and the 
impacts of climate change on marine life. It also teaches visitors about animal movements between 
Australia and the Pacific and ties this into Pasifika dance knowledges. 

• Pacific: Discover Pacific storytelling as a knowledge system taught through a Samoan animation of 
Sina and The Eel. This story includes the origin of the coconut and its many uses in connection with 
the eel.      
 

In area two, secondary school students will discover more complex subjects, including: 
• Enquiry hub: Similar the AM’s previous Search and Discover area, visitors can bring things in, have a 

look under microscopes and explore items from the AM's collections. 
• Gurangatch And Mirrigan theatre: Experience the Gundungurra cultural creation story of the 

Jenolan Caves in the Blue Mountains. Upon exiting the theatre, visitors will be invited to draw in a 
topographic map sandbox that shows how landscapes are created with water, demonstrating First 
Nations and Western science knowledge of hydrogeology. 

• Stone area and diprotodon interactive*: Hear a family story of Yamuti along with the palaeontology 
facts about Diprotodon to put together clues about these ancient animals. Learn about First Nations 
stone tools with DIY axe grinding grooves.  

• Caring for Country Fire Area*: Learn about the importance for caring for Country with fire as the 
core example, including the importance of cultural burning, insect biodiversity, bush turkey self-
incubating nests and firebreak making.  

 

*These areas can be used as a dedicated classroom mode or in the open visitor mode. A full educational program 
for visiting schools will be provided in the Stone and Fire classrooms for students. 
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About Burra  

Burra’s name 
• Burra means eel in the First Nations languages of Sydney and the South Coast. 
• Burramatta means ‘place of eels.’ This is where the name for Parramatta comes from. 
• Burramattagal is ‘people of the eel water’ and is the clan name for the group who resides in and 

around Parramatta.  

Significance to First Nations cultures 
• Eels are important animals for many First Nations cultures, especially on the southeast coast of 

Australia. 
• To many First Nations Peoples, eels represent creation- creation stories, understanding of how the 

ocean currents and the rivers came to be, and migration and movement seasons.  
• This is why there are many First Nations eel carvings and eel stories around Sydney, the South 

Coast and inland towards the Hawkesbury Nepean and out to the Grand Valley.  
• Eels are a great source of food. Eel smoking trees, where the meat is smoked for eating and 

preservation can be found in Sydney and other parts of Southeast Australia.  
• Significant stone eel traps have been heritage listed in Victoria.  

The mysterious migration of eels 
• Adult eels leave freshwater and swim to tropical seas in the South Pacific to spawn – scientists 

have not yet been able to ascertain exactly where this occurs. 
• Female adult eels release their eggs, the males fertilise them and the adults die after spawning. 
• Eel eggs hatch into larvae that drift back toward Australia on the east Australian current. 
• Larvae then change into transparent juvenile eels known as glass eels, which enter estuaries and 

turn a darker colour as they adjust to freshwater. 
• The juvenile eels move upstream through freshwater rivers and spend decades inland maturing. 
• Once mature, the adult eels migrate back out to sea to spawn and continue their incredible 

lifecycle. 

Burra supporters 
• The Burra build was supported by the NSW Government as part of the Australian Museum's major 

transformation, Project Discover.  
• Burra is also funded by the Australian Museum Foundation through an extraordinary bequest from 

the estate of the late Patricia McDonald a former AM Educator. Patricia believed in a hands-on 
approach to children’s discovery of the natural world and was a pioneer of AM education.  

• Burra is supported by Wollemi Capital Group, Charles Warman Foundation and Vanessa Tay & 
Alex Ding. Burra's Supporting Partners are WPP, IAS Fine Art Logistics and Westpac. 


