
Echidnas
Describe the adaptations of the  
Short-beaked Echidna.

How is it different from the Long-beaked 
Echidna found in Papua New Guinea?

How did the echidnas end up living  
in two different countries?

Dodo fossil
Compare and contrast the pelvises  
of the extinct Dodo and the pigeon.

How can you tell the two birds are 
closely related?

Why did the Dodo go extinct?

Monkeys
Identify the monkeys and 
describe their adaptations.

How are their adaptations  
similar and different to yours? 

Why do monkeys sit  
close to humans on the  
evolutionary tree?

Thylacine
Describe the Thylacine’s adaptations.

Is it more closely related to a dingo 
or kangaroo? Why?

Why did the Thylacine go extinct?

Pangolin
Describe the Pangolin’s adaptations. 

How are its adaptations used  
to help it survive?

Which animal group does  
it belong to? Why?

Tree of Life
Find your favourite animal in the exhibition 
on the ‘Tree of Life’ touchscreen.

What is its closest relative?

What is its conservation status? 

Why is it under threat?
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Learning steps

Monkeys

Share – Facilitate opportunities for students 
to share and discuss their ideas about the 
animals and specimens using the insight 
questions to help them.

Reflect – Ask students to reflect on their 
findings of each animal and think about  
why it might be important to protect it.  
We suggest you share ideas and findings as  
a whole group to help refine key messages 
and learning outcomes.

Connect - Use the map to find the 
animals, specimens and touchscreen. 
Encourage students to look closely at 
them and connect with what they see, 
think and feel. Read nearby text panels 
or touchscreens for extra information.

Thylacine

Echidnas

Start 
and end 

here

Tree of Life

Dodo fossil

How to use
Exhibition insights can be used as they are  
or cut up and distributed amongst your group. 
The cards can be done in any order, and students 
can work individually or in small groups. 


