
schedule - 14th July
TIME TITLE SPEAKERS

9:00 Registration

9:15 Welcome to Country Dr. Madison Shakespeare (Western Sydney University)

Opening adress Kim McKay, AO (Director and CEO of the Australian Museum)

Why are we here? Ruku Chikweche 

Professor Philippa Collin (Western Sydney University)

9.45 Keynote 1:   
What is at stake? Why new 
approaches are urgently needed

Varsha Yajman (Cheek Media and YRRC, Western Sydney University) 

Chair: Professor Philippa Collin (YRRC, Western Sydney University)

10.15 Panel 1:  
How has the Australian Youth 
Climate Movements Shaped 
Australian Democracy? 

Professor Judith Bessant (RMIT)

Professor Rob Watts (RMIT)

Hannah Vardy (ANU)

Associate Professor Michelle Catanzaro (Western Sydney University)

Chair: Dinusha Soo (Western Sydney University)

11.15 Morning tea

11.4 Panel 2:  
Action with young people as 
learning for climate change and 
democracy. 

Dr Jenny Newell (Climate Solutions Centre, Australian Museum)

Sione Teisi  (Pacific Climate Warriors) 

Professor Juan Salazar (Western Sydney University)

Grace Vegesana (Australian Youth Climate Coalition)

Chair: Yehansa Dahanayake

12.40 Book launch:  
Future Right Now: Young 
people, climate action and a 
vibrant democracy  

Robyn Williams, AO (ABC The Science Show)

Associate Professor Michelle Catanzaro (Western Sydney University)

Alicia Ball (Western Sydney University)

12:50 Lunch

1.35 Keynote 2:  
Responding to young people’s 
leadership on climate justice 
locally and globally

Professor Bronwyn Hayward (University of Canterbury, Aotearoa NZ)

Chair: Varsha Yajman (Cheek Media and YRRC, Western Sydney 
University)

2.25 Panel 3:  
Making climate positive futures 
with young people 

Senator Mehreen Faruqi (Deputy Leader of the Australian Greens) 
Joined by youth Jury:  
Eni Lam, Surabhi Dogra, Matthew Mowe, Lyric Thomas-Pera 

Chair: Robyn Williams, AO (ABC The Science Show)

3.25 Reflections

3.40 With special Performance: Dobby (Rhyan Clapham)

4.00 Afternoon tea and networking

5.00 Close


